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THE FIRST ISSUE: This is the very first issue of NOA NEWS / the quarterly ' bulletin of a 
body of ODOM descendants from many states and with various ways of spelling the name - -
ODAM, OOEM, OOOM, ODUM, OLDHAM, ODIOM, or what have you. Possibly this is the 
first newsletter you have ever received devoted solely to one surname. If so, we welcane you 
and invite you to be a part of us -- THE NATIONAL OOOM ASSEMBLY! The purpose of the 
organization is to foster fellowship and to encourage genealogical research and the sharing of 
the research that each of us has done. ODOMS of all the various spellings are scattered 
throughout many states, having first surfaced in Viryinia, moved into both North and South 
Carolina, and wended their way into Georgia, Tennessee, Kentucky, Alabama, Florida, Illinois, 
Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana, Missouri, and even into Texas by 1850. Many have been 
researching the family's history for a number of years and have built up a copious account of 
those who bear the name. 

Whether you have done a great deal of family research, just a little, or none at all, we 
urye you to join NOA by sending your annual dues of $15 to Victor Lafayette Odom, Secretarv
Treasurer, Box 474, North, SC 29112. (Yes, Viryinia, there really is a city named North 
in the State of South Carolina.) Do not send money to the editor of this newsletter, for she 
has neither the aptitude nor the inclination to deal in high finarice. 

ANNUAL REUNION: At the Second Annual Reunion held at Lakepoint Lodge, Eufaula, AL 
in July, around 150 people from nine or ten states and the District of Columbia met for the 
weekend to share research, meet distant relatives, or simply to visit and enjoy the fellowship. 
Decision was made at that time to hold the next Annual Reunion in the mountains of North 
Carol ina. 

Date: July 23, 24, and 25, 1382 
Place: Fontana Village Resort 

Fontana Dam, NC 28733 

The Convention and Sales Coordinator for Fontana Village Resort has placed a tentative 
hold on 35 Inn Rooms and 35 cottages, and reserved the Carolina Room for use of the assembly, 
Enclosed with this newsletter are a rate sheet and brochure giving a description of the resort 
and the cost. The Fontana Village Resort will honor this year's rates for reservations with 
deposit received no later than 1 January 1982. Send your check and reservation request to 
the resort, maridng your envelope Attention: M IKE HAWK. 

FORMAL ORGANIZATION: We are proceeding with final decision and implementation of fonnal 
oryanization, constitution and by-laws, We shall seek non-profit status and Internal Revenue 
Service ruling of tax-deductibility of any gifts to the group. Final outcome will be announced. 

OFFICERS ELECTED: At the July meeting in Eufaula, the assembly elected its officers for 
the coming year. On page 4 of this newsletter you will find a list of officers and state represent
atives with their mailing address. You may want to file the list for future reference. 
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GET WELL WISHES: Word has come that our Secretary-Treasurer Victor L. Odom has under
gone surgery since our meeting in July. He is making a remarkable recovery; and isn't that just 
what we would expect of such a remarkable person? Our very best wishes, Victor! 

CAUTION: There has been some confusion as to the organization that began in 1980 and 
planned the 1981 Second Annual ODOM Reunion. Please be aware that the of ODOMS 
that has organized with duly elected officers and state representatives is T 00 OM 
ASSEMBLY, publisher of this newsleUer. The NOA is not connected with and has no responsi

the publication called The Odom Observer. If you have oroered any copies of books or 
as a result of the notice in The Odom Observer, y"u should contact Robert Eart 

Woodham, P. O. Box 7597, Atlanta, GA 30357. The books were not delivered at the reunion 
at Eufaula in July 1981, nor had they been published at that time. THE NATIONAL OOOM 
ASSEMBLY has no connection with these. 

DOCUMENTATION: "The importance of proper documentation cannot be emphasized too strongly. 
Bluntly put, your most diligent research is worthless if it is not accompanied by an adequate 
citation of source. If other researchers cannot take the data that you provide and locate the 
document in which you found your infonnation, then they will consider your work unreliable and 
totally without value." Gary B. and Elizabeth S. Mills, "How To Properly Document Your 
Research Notes." The Genealotcal Helper, Vol. 33 (September-October 1979), pp 7 - 10. 

Have you been guilty 0 sending out information with sources listed merely as "church 
records", or Ufamily Bible", or even IIfrom the census"? Be sure to specify which chun::h records, 
where you saw the records, where those records are now, etc . .. whose family Bible, the date 
and place of publication, the name of the person who wrote the family infonnation in that Bible, et... . . 
which census, by year, state, county and page, enumeration district, etc. Dr. and Mrs. Mills 
have written a very clear, concise article on documentation of research. Read the entire article, 
read it again, then " ... Go, and do thou likewise." (Luke 10:37b KJV) 

INFORMATION EXCHANGE: If you would like some help in researching your OOOM history, 
send your request to Helen Odum Harrell, 179 Woodland Avenue, New Braunfels, TX 78130. 
There is no guarantee of a solution to your particular proble",; there is assurance, however, that 
a valiant effort will be made. With your request, please send the following: (1) a chart of your 
ancestry including full names, maiden names, dates of birth and death, places of residence, etc. 
as far back as you know; (2) a list of the general areas you have already searched, and (3) a 
size 10 (4 I x9") self-addressed, stamped envelope. And even if you do not want further infonnation, 
(especially if you do not want more information) please send items IH and 112 anyway. You may be 
of invaluable help to someone else. Some of you have the answers for which others are searching. 
Please share! 

PLAN AHEAD: The plan is to publish the newsleUer four times a year. There is no charge for 
the newsleUer and no charge for the infonnation exchange. Just get those checks and leUers 
going to Victor. We would like to publish one or two page stMTImaries of family histories in 
future issues if you will send them in (with proper documentation, of courseD 

THOSE TEXANS: Jimmy Ray Odom, Texas State Rep., is one efficient guy! He has been 
rounding 'em up and driving 'em out, gelling ready for a state assernbly of ODOM families at the 
Railroad State Pari<, Rusk, Texas on Saturday 24 October. Those of you not fortunate enough 
to live in Texas are also invited. Y'all come. 
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LETTER FRC»..I OUR PRESIDENT 

Dear Family, 
It's hard to believe that it has already been more than a month since we met together. Time really 
does fly! Why, before you know it we'll all be back together again. This time we'll be meeting 
at Fontana Village in the Smoky Mountains. I'm sure you'll agree with me that this will be a 
lovely place to have our Reunion. We can all thank nCousin" LaFontine Odorn and his brother, 
nCousin" Glenn for selecting this location. 
Please don't forget to send your dues for this year to our Treasurer, Victor Odorn. His address: 
P. D. Box 474, North SC 29112. I know that most of you have already done this, and we 
appreciate it. Some of you didn't get to attend this year's Reunion so you haven't had the oppor
tunity to pay your dues. The dues are still $15 per family unit. Make your check payable to: 
THE NATIONAL 00 OM ASSEMBLV. This is our official name. 
For those who didn't get to attend this year, let me say that we missed you. We did have a very 
good tum out, approximately 150 folks. A good time was had by all. Our membership has 
grown, and is still growing. That reminds me, please send the names and addresses of all those 
in your family whom you would like to have receive the newsletter to your state representative. 
We wish to reach as many ODOMS as possible. 
Also remember to get your family chalts and family group sheets to Helen Odum Harrell, 179 
Woodland Avenue, New Braunfels TX 78130. She has consented to prepare our newsletter 
for us for a year and to act as clearing house for Odom family information . . This is vital to our 
research effolts. By receiving our individual family chalts, she IllfIY be able to match up some 
families that may not be aware of each other. Also she may be able to help you find that missin" 
link you've beeh looking for. We appreciate her help very much. 
Well, guess that's all for now. Don't forget that whenever you're in the area I live in just give me 
a call, 823-1219. I'd love to headram you. Please take care, and may God bless you all. 

JANMARI 
- 0 -

The following was pinned to a library bulletin board: 

A.GENEALDGIST'S PRAYE~ 

0h , ancient ancestor, wherever you are, tell me what I need to know: 
Whence you came, and who I am -- things the records seem not to show. 
Just who we were I yearn to learn; we had to come from somewhere. 
There are no records of your life, but of your line I'm an heir. 

It would seem to me that you were born -- out there's no celtificate of birth. 
Vou must have had a mom and dad; they had to be there first. 
Unless o~r line is illegitimate, you took a bride yourself; 
Vet someone lost the marriage book. No records are on that shelf. 

I tried for deeds to learn your land, the house or fann you owned. 
There's nothing there -- to my chagrin -- a loss that I bemoaned. 
Vou must have died, for people do, but your death is not recorded. 
Vour grave is lost and overgrown, a fact that I find sordid. 

So who were you? And who am I? We both have our biology. 
Pray help me, gramp~, I'v, got to know to complete my genealogy! 

---Authpr unknown 
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Janmari J. Williams, President 
2261 Chapel Rd. - POBox 26243 
Binningham AL 35226 

Robert P. Odom, Vice-President 
Route .3 Box 32 
Prairieville LA 70769 

Victor L. Odorn 
POBox474 
North SC 29112 

State Representatives: 

Clarence Odom Alabama 
Route 2 Box 8-A 
Centreville AL 35042 

John Lee Odorn Arkansas 
Route 1 Box 162 
Chidester AR 71726 

William Earle Odorn 0 C 
.3 9.3 6 Legati on Street NW 
Washington DC 20015 

- 0 -

James C. Odorn 
412 South Nel son Street 
Hahira GA 31632 

Roy E. Odorn 
Star Route 5 Box 295 
Dunellon FL 326.30 

Georgia 

Florida 

John D. Odorn Louisiana 
Route 1 Box 171-B 
Pride . LA 70770 

Glenn E. Odorn North Carolina 
1240 Larkhaven Road 
Charlotte NC 28216 

Barbara Odorn Strickland South Carolina 
1703 Beaver Dam Road 
Columbia SC 29210 

Gail Odorn Wilson Tennessee 
4.34 Sam Houston Drive 
Lebanon TN 37087 

Jimmy Ray Odom Texas 
209 Westwood Road 
Palestine TX 75801 

HELP WANTED: One 01 the early ODOM lamilies in Texas was that headed by MALACHI, ca 1771 
SC. With lour 01 his sons -- Randall, Simeon, James, and Ephraim -- he came to Eastern Texas 
early in 1847. Much work has been done to compile subsequent history of the clan since 1850, but 
the question still remains to be answered: Who was father of Malachi? There is a tradition that his 
lather was one ONESIPHOROUS ODOM, but no one seems to be able to document that. Still another 
says that Malachi was the son 01 JACOB ODOM, 01 Jackson MS. This Jacob is said to have signed 
the treaty of a tribe 01 Indians which resided in Mississippi around 1830-18.35, which tribe was 
escorted into the Indian Nation, now Oklahoma. Can someone set the record straight? Have you 
ever seen the name Onesiphorous Odan on any le~al document, list of voters, census roll, land 
lottery, or other? Do you know anythlng about the said Jacob Odorn? 

THE REAL BENJAM IN: After the names 01 James and John, it seems that among the most popular 
names was BENJAM IN. There were Benjamin, Sr. and 8enjamin, Jr., a Captain Benjamin, a Major 
Benjamin, Benjamin C., Benjamin F. , and many just plain Benjamins. If you have sorted yours out 
lrom the rest, please come loowaro with ancestor chart and lists of children. Many await your help. 

SUGGE S TlONS??? Thi s Ii rst newsletter, 01 necessity, is Ii lied largely with announcements ant 
explanations. What would you like lor subsequent issues to contain? What would be most uselul to 
YOU: c~nsus film, Revolutionary pension applications, Civil War pension applications, earty maniagl 
recoros, death recoros (TX Bureau 01 Vital Stats. l, Soundex 01 Louisiana, Texas, MissisSippi, and 
South Carolina; land lottery, orwhat? I have the Leonardo Andrea file on ODOM, and many more 
sources available. Make your wishes known. HOH, editor. 
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