
\ 'olumr XVII Numbrr 2 Q uartt"rly Publkatioll or t.h r Na tjonal Odorn Awrnbly January , 1998 

Charleslon, SC in 1998 POlpourri 

Dear NOA cousins and friends, Freddie and Mildred Preston recuperated 
We trust you have had a fine holiday and have quick ly from the hectic weekend in July when 

entered the New Year in good spirits and health they hosted the 1997 NOA Reunion. Mildred 
Looking back on 1997, we have many thanks for the reports of a trip to Oklahoma where they saw 
blessings the good Lord has bestowed upon us. Elna, another trip to Arkansas where they visited 

Lynn and I have been ever so busy with life 's duties R.D. and Emma. Freddie was packing for their 
and making plans for our July, 1998 NOA Reu nion trip to Georgia as Mildred was writing. 
Charleston is a unique site having a number of things Bill Odom, wrote to explain that he and 
for every age, interest and wa ll et. The Battery, Sherry missed the Henderson, KY reunion be-
beaches and boutiques, golf, galleries and gardens, cause of knee surgery. All is well now and we 
sports, sun and shopping, air-craft carrier, ___ ,..-____ hope to see them both in Charleston. Bill 
canoes and catamarans; monuments active on the Web and can be reached 
museums, this reunion is a splendid oppor- bodom@palmnet.net. 
tunity to have younger generat ions join with I ' Thelma Blackburn became aware of 
us as we pursue our genealogical interests. daughter of a Civil War veteran; Mrs., 
Since we are a group devoted to family Eva Mae Patterson Odom, 2394 
won ' t you make a special attempt to involve Vineville Ave, #6 12, Macon GA 3 1204 
other generations in our reunion? They may She was wondering if anyone nearby 
not wish to attend all of the sessions but could interview Mrs. Odom. (Editors 

. \\'ar~. 
they will be exposed to a great group in a note: Please let me know if this proves 
wonderful setting. convenient fo r any of our Georgia readers.)Mrs. 

Lynn has been instrumental in helping me set up a Odom will celebrate her I OOth birthday in Decem-
variety of out ings and in providing the organizational ber, 1998 
detail needed for the reunion. I could never maintain James H. Odom in Arlington Heights, IL has 
the focus fo r all the irons in the fire without her. corresponded about a book his cousin ' s wife has 
Thanks, Lynn. written. 7"e Odom Family Tree authored by 

You are receiving a number of information sheets Thelma Cloud Odom was written in 1987 and 
describing some of our activities. Please note that the describes her research on the Odoms back to 
first deadline is May first. Study the offerings and plan 1635 in America. James is 82 and by his own 
to attend as many as possible. You'll enjoy them all admission "gets around pretty good". He is our 
and learn a good bit too . CaU, write or e-mail us for Illinois state rep and hi s address is on page 2. 
additional information. PAST ISSUES; We have received several 

Our family suffered a tragic loss when my oldest requests for past issue of the NOA News/eller. 
brother, Edward Morgan Odom died after an extended At the present time I have copies of July and 
bout with cancer on December 19, 1997, his 56th October, 1996~ January and July. 1997. Virginia 
birthday. His three children were with him when he Odom, our previous editor, suffered a destructive 
died . He is buried next to Victor, Sr., our father. fire in November of 1995 . Copies of the earlier 

Victor L. Odom, Jr. issues exist only in the libraries of the members. 
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TheNOA Newsletter 
is published quarterly by the National 
Odom Assembly. Information in this 
publication is of interest to those people 
doing genea logical research on the 
names Odom. Odum. Odam. Oldham. 
etc. Assistance is offered and research 
shared in lineage, as well as biogmphical 
and historical records. Fellowship is 
fostered through newsletter contents and 
the annual NOA meetings held the third 
weekend in July. 
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I"RANK OOOMISCV 

My Old Warhorse was the affectionate 
term General Robert E. Lee used regarding Lt . 
Gen. James Longstreet. Born in South Carolina 
and growing up in Georgia and Alabama, he 
received an appointment to West Point graduating 
in 1842. His best friend was Ulysses S. Grant , he 
was also Grant ' s best man when Grant married 
Julia Dent , Longstreet ' s cousin 

Longstreet fought in the Mexican War seeing 
action eight times and was severely wounded. His 
military exploits and service are well chronicled . 
But reading of his personal life, losing three 
children to scarlet fever in 1862 near fatal , 
wounding at the Wilderness, controversy 
surrounding his role at Gettysburg, gives insight to 
a man who may have commanded a few Odoms in 
his lifetime 

Frank Odom and the Sgt. Berry G . Benson 
Camp # 1672 of the Sons of Confederate Veterans 
are to be commended for their part in perpetuating 
the honor and memory of our ancestors. 

The next issue of the NOA Newsletler 
will contain the annual directory 0 

membe .... Please renew now. ASAP. 

Kudos Congratulations to Dr. Weldon C. 
Odom, named Chiropractor of 1997 

by the Georgia Chiropractic Association. Weldon has 
had hi s practice in Riverdale, GA for almost 40 years. 
He served as president of the American Chiropractic 
Association in 1985-87. 

Lynn Odom received her Masters of Engineering on 
December 15, 1997. She had the honor of carrying 
the mace during the doctoral hooding ceremony. 
Lynn is now working on her Doctorate at the Univer
sity of South Carolina. Victor and Ericka are proud. 

For the Record 

Joseph R. 'Jack' Klein , of cancer. Born December 
23 , 1919 in Cottondale, TX. He died October 14 , 
1997, Salem, Oregon. Jack had been our Oregon 
representative for a number of years. His wife, 
Freeda, reported that he did not suffer. 

James Paul Odom, Sr. Born June 16, 1919 in Millry, 
AL. He was a resident of Mobile for 21 years and 
died September 22, 1997. Survivors include wife . ' 
MavIs, son John Paul , and daughter, Lynn Reed. 
James was a brother to Donald (Betty) and Clint 
(J~ckie) longtime NOA members, also Pearl Lafferty, 
Richard, Horace, and Lorice Fuentes. 

Edward Morgan Odom, born December 19, 1941 in 
Orangeburg, Sc. Eddie died on his 56th birthday not 
long after hi s children, Christie O. McCartha of 
North, SC; Matthew, VA; and Allison Altman Jack-, 
sonville, FL sang Happy Birthday to him. He is also 
survived by his mother, Beatrice Morgan Odom; and 
a sister, Barbara O. Strickland and two brothers . ' 
Victor L.Odom Jr. , and David Morgan Odom all of 
North, SC. 

Mary Ann Smith McLane, born in Day, FL in 1907, 
died January 3, 1998 in Madison, FL. She is survived 
by a daughter, Ann Agner; brother, Lewis Johnson; 
and sisters, Bessie Johnson Stalnaker and Margie 
Funderburk. Bessie was the NOA president in 1991-

392 and has been the FL representative until recently. 



TheBAGLADY 
Helen Odum Harrell 

Raben N . Neece, 3810 Creighton Place, Au
gusta GA 30906, E-mail: RNEECE@AOLCOM 
seeks infonnation on the family of Washington 
ODOM, born ca 1829 in Wilkes County, NC. 
SpecificaJly. he wants to know the maiden name of 
the wife (or wives) of Washington Odom. 

From the 8aglady: A quick check of the Federal 
Census orUnio" County GA, 1850, p. 233, shows 
the family of William aDOM with his wife Sarah 
Yount and seven of their children living in the 
horne in Union County. All were born in North 
Carolina. 

Washington ODOM was at that time age 21 and 
single. Apparently he married during the early 
1850's in Union County. 

Washington aDOM is listed as head of house
hold in 1860, 1870, and on to 1900, still in Union 
County. You can easily detennine whether he had 
the same wife in each successive census, and by 
1900 the listing will show how many years he has 
been married to the current wife 

Also, his marriages(s) should be recorded in 
Union County. There may be a publication of 
Union County marriage records there in the Au
gusta Regional Library on Greene Street, or a~ the 
Richmond County HistoricaVGenealogy Society, 
Reese Library, Augusta College. Both facilities 
must have an abundant supply of Georgia legal 
records . 

You may also make inquiry by letter to the Coun 
of Ordinary, Union County Courthouse in 
Blairsville, GA 30S12, asking for a tist of all 
marriages under the name of Washington ODOM. 
There will be a nominal charge. Or if all else fails , 
go to the nearest LDS church library a~d o~der 
Union County marriage records on microfilm. 
There are two rolls of film, numbers 366.323 and 
366.324. The cost will be $3 .00 or $3 .S0 per roll 
and they will be kept at the library for several 
weeks, giving ample opportunity to 
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read not only the marriages for Washington ODOM, 
but also the marriage records of any and all of the other 
member os the family and collateral lines. 

Washinton ODOM was the son of William ODOM 
and Sarah Yount, and the grandson of Revolutionary 
Was soldier George S. ODAM (OADHAM, OTOM, 
etc.) and Jane Russell. 

George was born ca 1765 in Fauquier County, V A. 
He married ca 1783 Jane Russell when she was about 
age 16. They were in Lincoln County, NC before 1800. 
George died in Lincoln County 27 October 1819. Jane 
went to Hancock County. TN with several of her 
grown children. She died in Hancock County, TN after 
1860, having lived well into her nineties. George and 
Jane are said to have had 16 children, but names of 
three or four are still unknown. 

Jane OADHAM, who could not read or write, 
applied for a Revolutionary War widow' s pension 
[File# R7784], but her claim was disallowed because 
she could not fumich documentation of George's mili
tary sevice. The records can now be found in fl1S70U
ICAL REGISTER OF 17RGINIANS IN TH£ IUOI'OUI
TfONARY WAR: Soldiers, Sailors. a11d Mannes. John 
H. Gwaltney, The Dietz Press (Richmond VA 1938), 
p.S92. 

QUERIES, QUERIES 
Emma Cox Odom and R.D have sent us a puzzler 

Read it carefully and check your records . Can you help 
them? They choose to start thusly' 

R. D. Odom, 26-6-1924 
William Mattison Odom, 4-08-1879 

Isaac Brown Odom, 4-25- 1844 
John Odom, ca 1824, Mississippi 

Richard Odom (Oldham), 1789 

We believe that Richard 's mother was Millie Breland 
and that he had a brother, William, who maned Jane 
Johnson. 

Does anyone have information about Richard 's fa
ther; possibly, Shadrach? 

Richard did serve in the War of 1812. He fought in 
the Battle of New Orleans and applied for his Bounty 
Land. He served 11-1814 to 1-18IS. (Documented) 

He manied Elizabeth Purivs 22-01-1844. Elizabeth
states that Richard died at home in Simpson County. 



Greetings from FLORIDA 
The Sunshine State 

The Florida members of the 
NOA will find a special blue sheet 
in the packet of information enclosed with the 
Newsletter. Please look for it and respond quickly 
so that I may organize a Florida NOA get together 
convenient to most of our members. 

Jeanne ' s mother fell and broke her leg on the 
second of January and has taken another tum for the 
worse just this week. Remember her in your 
prayers, please. 

Charles Odom 

Greetings from GEORGIA 
The Empire State of the South 

Family Reunions ... Generations 
meeting together and sharing good and bad 
times ... Renewing friendships and meeting new 
friends and kin folks ... 

That's exactly what happened the third weekend in 
October at the homeplace of Lewis and Eva adorn 
Henderson in Hazlehurst , GA. Evelyn, a grand
daughter, and Braxton Simmons, her husband were 
the hosts for the 63rd annual Henderson-Odom 
Reunion. 
Friday night 63 of the family gathered to enjoy a 
cookout and by 4:00 PM on Saturday 186 joined 
together for the traditional "Pig Pickin" . Bob Jones 
did a wonderful job roasting the pig as the family 
from Georgia, Florida, North and South Carolina, 
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and California will attest. There is no restaurant able 
to serve the variety, quality and abundance of food 
we enjoyed. And there was still the entertainment to 
come: A hay ride around the farm and the annual 
talent show run by the youngsters. Of course, there 
were refreshments! 

On Sunday there was a church service followed 
by family pictures. That was the entertainment
trying to get three and four generations together at 
one time. 

Not one of the 181 present went away hungry 
from the luncheon spread beneath the oak and pecan 
trees. Each year a tablecloth is signed by all present 
and then ramed off. Seth Stevens, a great, great
grandson of Lewis and Eva, won the prize. And 
years from now it will be a treasure. He came with 
his parents from Trinity, NC. 

And friends, this event takes place every year the 
third weekend in October. Join us, we 're Odoms 
too ! 

Julius and Kitty Henderson 

Greetings from INDlANA 
The Hoosier State 

Editor' s note: Betty Odom Haskett is teaching 
school , has a son in high school, the twins in college, 
and a recently college graduated daughter who is 
engaged. I can guess she and Mike haven 't really 
had much time to come up for air. Betty did publish 
an interesting court transcription in the last issue. 
Did that help any of the adorn' s whose ancestors 
migrated north or west? 

adorn-Henderson first cousins at 
the 63rd annual reunion. 

From the left; Julius Henderson, GA 
stale rep, Minniedell Taylor, Calvin 
Henderson, 
Agnes Perrott, Charles adorn, 
Marie Tyson, H.J . adorn. 

(e olflmued 0 11 page 8) 



Greetings from ALABAMA 
The Heart of Dixie 

I hope everyone had a nice holiday season 
and are now getting ready to press on with 
Odom research. 

I'm still looking for names to be forwarded to me 
so I can encourage our A1abama "cousins" to begin 
participation in the NOA and join us in Charleston in 
July. 

Please don 't hesitate to caU or write to me with 
suggestions and comments on how we can improve 
our research in A1abama as well as what you would 
like to see us accomplish during 1998. 

Priscilla Hollingshead 

A big Hello from Bertha Cosby Odom in Mobile. 
Bertha is a PaS! President (1989 and 1996) of NOA. 

I wanted to tell you all how much Ed and I missed 
attending the NOA in Kentucky last year. From all 
accounts Freddie and Mildred Preston did an excep· 
tional job. I want to thank them for the lovely 
plaque I received as a remembrance of my years as 
president. I know it will be my last one and I' m 
proud to have it hanging on the wall. It brings back 
wonderful memories for us both. 

Good luck to the new officers. We a1l have the 
common goal of enhancing the NOA making the 
name of Odom one of pride no matter how is is 
spelled. 

God bless all with a 1998 filled with good health, 
prosperity and happiness! 

Greetings from ARKANSAS 
The Land of Opportunity • 

R. D. and I are both very excited about seeing NOA 
build back up to larger membership . We have been 
to every NOA annual meeting that has been held. 
And the good Lord willing we hope to see you in 
Charleston. 

Odoms in Arkansas are still hiding somewhere. 
We can't find any that are interested in knowing 
more or in sharing about their family. So the 
Arkansas membership remains at two; R. D. and me. 
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But we are searching for more information to help us 
or you fill in some blanks. 

We are corresponding with one of the new members 
who has sent in her family line and we have a query in 
the newsletter that we are hoping someone may be 
able to help us with 

Emma Cox Odom 

Greetings from ARIZONA 
The Grand Canyon State 

Editor's note: Ruth Odom is unable to contribute a 
column for this issue. In mid·October a newly in· 
stalled tank of propane gas exploded at her home in 
Mesa. Ruth received first and second degree burns as 
a result . Her home and all her belongings were 
destroyed. Now Ruth is busy with insurance and 
lawyers. We wish her well in this endeavor. 

Ruth ' s new address is on page two. 

Greetings from CALIFORNIA 
The Golden State 

This promises to be a very busy year: Dale was 
installed as president of the Dublin Chamber of Com· 
merce. He claims to be looking forward to the office 
responsibilities . Well, I hope so! 

I'm happy to see the new people joining NOA . 
Each time we receive a new member I hope for 
someone who might be able to add to our family 
history. (Pleasant Odom: born 5 August. 1822 in 
Jones Co., Cusseta, Chattahoochee, GA.) 

Dale would like to hear ITom anyone who would 
like to take a peaceful canoe ride down the Edisto 
river. We could go before or after the NOA in 
Charleston. The river is not far away and is very 
beautiful. We have done this previously and enjoyed 
it so much. Let us know by February 15 so I can get 
the prices before the next newsletter due date. 

See our address on page two. 

Dale and Paula Tucker 

JOIN THE NOA NOW 



MS on 4-23-1854. We know that Richard had 
several children and we are looking for a marriage 
certificate that would show the mother of the chil
dren . The one documented child is John Odom who 
went to TX. The Simpson County 1850 Census lists 
several children but we don ' t know if they are 
Richard ' s . 

R.D. and I would like to hear from anyone who 
can help us or who is interested in our line. Emma 
and R.D. Odom, 602 N. Centennial Ave. West 
Fork, AI< 72774. Thank you . 

I I 

Glynn Ammons, Rt. 1 Box 788, Parrott, GA 
31777 is seeking information on descendents, or 
anyone who may have known or had contacts with 
the families of William ODOM of Columbia Co., 
OA. (Glynn is willing to pay postage and the cost of 
any copying.) 

William ODOM (1803-1865) married Margaret! 
Whitaker (1809-1886) on 06-01-1830, Columbia 
Co., GA. Both are buried in the family graveyard , 
land most likely owned by William at one time. The 
graveyard is located off Hwy. 47 , Columbia Co., 
GA. The land may have been owned at times by 
Dred Jarrell, and in later years by Lee Whitaker. 
Also buried there is a son, James H. Odom (1833-
1860) 

The known children of William and Margarett are 
four; there may be more. 

I William Odom 1803 
Margarett Whitaker 1809 

2. Martha Matilda Odom 1832-1 908 
Willis Howard , Jr. 1822-1899 

3. William 1. Howard 
3. Georgia A. m. John B. Baggette 
3. Margarette A. 
3. Falbay m. Clarke 
3. Matilda J or Nancy Jennie m. Poole 
3. Jame D (or H) 
3. unknown 

2. James H. Odom 1833-1860 
Mary J. Fuller 1836- 1918 

3. Rebecca Frances 
3. William Stephen 
3. Man.ha Jane 7 

2 . NancyJ. 1837-190? 
John B. Fitzgerald 1830-1906 

3. Martha Matilda m. William Benj. Guy 
3. Mary (Mollie) m. Peyton W. Goolsby 
3. William S. m. M.M. (Matilda) Whitaker 
3. Milly M. m. Rabun 
3. Fannie m. Randal Newsome 
3. Nancy E. ffi . Neal 
3. Falby J. m. G. F. Whitaker 
3. Benjamin H. 
3. Julia D. m. W. T. Haywood 
3. John W. 
3. Charles 

2. John Odom 1842 

No further infonnation after the 1850 census. 

I have a copy of a letter from John B. Fitzgerald, 
Harlem, GA written to Preston B. Odom. my g. 
grandfather of Americus, GA dated 1899. The 
message was an invitation to visit him and the family 
in Harlem and stated that he had married a cousin of 
Mr. Odom' s, Nancy J. Odom of Columbia Co. GA 

I. Archibald Odom 1813-1882 m.09-02-1854 
Martha Calhoun 1830-190-

2.Preston Brooks Odom was one of eight 
children. He had at least three children. 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY IN APRIL ISSUE 
SEND ELNA YOUR CHECK TODA Y 

DON'T GET LEFT OUT! 

"-

Yesterday /~~ is his-

Tomorrow is a mystery. 

Today is a gift. 

That ' s why we 
ca11 it the pre-

Kathy Fisher 

tory . 

sent. 



TheBAGLADY 
Helen Odum Harrell 

Roben N. Neece, 3810 Creighton Place, Au
gusta GA 30906, E-mail: RNEECE@AOL.COM 
seeks information on the family of Washington 
ODOM, born ca 1829 in Wilkes County, NC. 
Specifically. he wants to know the maiden name of 
the wife (or wives) of Washington Odom. 

From the 8aglady: A quick check of the Federal 
Census of Union County GA, 1850, p. 233, shows 
the family of William ODOM with his wife Sarah 
Yount and seven of their children living in the 
home in Union County. All were born in North 

Carolina. 
Washington ODOM was at that time age 21 and 

single. Apparently he married during the early 
1850' s in Union County. 

Washington ODOM is listed as head of house· 
hold in 1860, 1870, and on to 1900, still in Union 
County_ You can easily determine whether he had 
the same wife in each successive census, and by 
1900 the listing will show how many years he has 
been married to the current wife. 

AJso. his marriages(s) should be recorded in 
Union County. There may be a publication of 
Union County marriage records there in the Au
gusta Regional Library on Greene Street, or a~ the 
Richmond County HistoricaVGenealogy Society, 
Reese Library, Augusta College. Both facilities 
must have an abundant supply of Georgia legal 
records 

You may also make inquiry by letter to the Court 
of Ordinary, Union County Courthouse in 
Blairsville, GA 305 12, asking for a li st of all 
marriages under the name of Washington ODO~. 
There will be a nominal charge. Or if all else frul s, 
go to the nearest LOS church library and order 
Union County marriage records on microfilm. 
There are two rolls of flim. numbers 366.323 and 
366.324 The cost will be $3.00 or $3 .50 per roll 
and they will be kept at the library for several 
weeks. giving ample opportunity to 

read not only the marriages for Washington ODOM. 
but also the marriage records of any and all of the other 
member os the family and collateral lines. 

Washinton ODOM was the son of William ODOM 
and Sarah Yount , and the grandson of Revolutionary 
Was soldier George S. ODAM (OADHAM, OTDM, 

etc.) and Jane Russell. 
George was born ca 1765 in Fauquier County, VA 

He married ca 1783 Jane Russell when she was about 
age 16. They were in Lincoln County, NC before 1800. 
George died in Lincoln County 27 October 1819. Jane 
went to Hancock County, TN with several of her 
grown children. She died in Hancock County, TN after 
1860, having lived well into her nineties. George and, 
Jane are said to have had 16 children, but names ot 
three or four are still unknown. 

Jane OADHAM, who could not read or write, 
applied for a Revolutionary War widow's pension 
[File# R 7784). but her claim was disallowed b,eca~s.e 
she could not fumich documentation of George s mili
tary sevice. The records can now be found in HISIVU
IC'A I, REGIS71iR OF VIRGINIANS IN THE REVOLU-
770NARY WAR: Sold;ers. Sailors, and Marhles. John 
H. Gwaltney, The Dietz Press (Richmond VA 1938), 

p.S92 

QUERIES, QUERIES 
Emma Cox Odom and R D. have sent us a puzzler 

Read it carefully and check your records. Can you help 
them? They choose to start thusly 

R. D. Odom, 26-6-1924 
William Mattison Odom, 4-08-1879 

Isaac Brown Odom, 4-25-1844 
John Odom, ca 1824, Mississippi 

Richard Odom (Oldham), 1789 

We believe that Richard's mother was Millie Breland 
and that he had a brother, William, who maried Jane 
Johnson 

Does anyone have information about Richard 's fa-
ther; possibly, Shadrach? . 

Richard did serve in the War of 1812. He fought 10 

the Battle of New Orleans and applied for his Bounty 
Land. He served 11-1814 to 1-1815. (Documented) 

He married Elizabeth Punvs 22-01-1844. Elizabeth
states that Richard died at home in Simpson County, 

• 



• 

to gather more. 
Now, documentation is another matter. In order 

for our family history materials to be of use to 
others, they must be documented. One of the best 
sources: A Manllal for Doclimellling Family His/v
ries and Genealogical Records, by Richard S. 
Lackey, FASG, published by Polyanthos, New Or
leans 1980. (The book is well worth the minimal 
cost.) On pages 6 and 7, Mr. Lackey gives a few 
examples of nonstandard and unacceptable forms. 

"Material collected by my friend 
A Family Bible in South Carolina 
The Library of Congress 
The Census Record, 1790-1800 
DAR amd Mormon records 
A death certificate from the state" 

AJi of these examples are both meaningless and 
useless. I want to be able to look at the cited source 
and then locate the specific information for myself. I 
begin to wonder about the materials your friend 
collected. Who was your friend? Where is that 
friend now? How can I contact that friend for 
further information? Whose Family Bible is refer
enced? When was the Bible published, who wrote 
the information in the Bible, was it recorded soon 
after the fact by one who witnessed the events, or 
many years later by one of a later generation, was all 
the information written by the same individual, and 
where is that Bible now? All these factors will help 
to establish the credibility of the written record . 

The Library of Congress just happens to have a 
few million books, files, documents, tapes, films, 
objects, and so on and on. Be specific as to title, 
author, publisher, date and place of publication, 
pages cited, etc. 

The Census Record: Indicate the year, month and 
day of the census, along with the city, county and 
state, give the source, as a printed record in a book 
or from microfilm. 

DAR and Mormon records: These two record
keeping bodies have perhaps the greatest accumula
tions of genealogical records anywhere. Every item 
belonging to either of these great genealogical trea
sure troves has a specific designation number. 

Now, for the all-important matter of interpretation 
of the facts. Well , a fact is a fact. Agreed, but at 
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times we read into the data either what we want 10 
see or what we think we see. What exactly is 
considered documentary proof? 

Let me shake you up a bit. NO ONE PARTICU
LAR DOCUMENT by itself is iron-clad. There 
should be two or more pieces of evidence. Yes, it ' s 
nigh on to impossible to get the first bit of proof 
much of the time. But generally, ifthere is one piece 
of evidence, there probably is another one some
where . 

A case in point is the birth certificate of my friend 
and husband of many years . Alone, it does not 
furnish proof of his date of birth, for it was filled out 
incorrectly to start with . And the information was 
given by his mother, too! His school records, his 
World War II ration book, an insurance policy 
issued when he was a child. his military service 
record. and oral statements of his own mother and 
older siblings show that the birth certificate is one 
year off the correct date. 

Suppose you find a legal will or intestate proceed
ing. Now suppose your ancestor was named John, 
as was mine. You find a Will or Estate Settlement 
wherein the deceased had a son named John, in the 
very same state and of the same age as your John. 
Can we assume that you have found your family 
line? No way! 

I once came upon a South Carolina estate settle
ment dated 1816. My ancestor John Odum was 
born in 1813, and this document mentioned a son 
John who was a small child in 1816. The state was 
right, the age was about right, the name was right, 
but I soon found out that the John named in the 
estate was born 1815, lived and died in South 
Carolina, while my John was born 1813, lived in 
AJabama, Mississippi, Louisiana. and died in Texas. 

May we assume that because a will names only 
one or two children that there were no others? 
Hardly. One man who had twelve children. men
tioned only one child in his will. The other eleven 
had married and moved to distant regions. leaving 
the old man to live with the youngest son. Actually 
a will does not have to name any children at all. It 
certainly may so so. but a man may see fit to devise 
everthing to his widow or to any other person, just 
as he wishes . 

Certainly a marriage ecord should prove some
thing, I found a marriage license recorded in a 



Greetings from SOUTH CAROLINA 
The Tarheel State 

Well, it is that time again . Only six 
months until we meet in Charleston. They say" The 
older you get , the faster time flies." And I'm begin
ning to believe they know what they are talking 
about. 

As most of the members of NOA know, I am 
heavily involved in the Sons of Canferate Veterans. 
In January we will be having the dedication of the 
James Longstreet Monument at his birth site in 
North Augusta. It is about three miles from OUf 

home. [I's something we have been working on for 
about three years and has turned out to be a national 
project with dignitaries coming from all over the 
United States. Let ' s hope that EI Nino doesn 't 
interfere with the weather. 

On a more somber note, Frances' mother, Mary 
Akins, had stomach and gall bladder surgery in early 
December. She is 82 and doing well so far. Please 
be in prayer for her. 

I am planning to have a South Carolina Odom 
Reunion in April. I will have more information in 
the next newsletter concerning the events to take 
place in South Carolina in 1998. 

Frank Odom 

Greetings from TEXAS 
The Lone Star State 

Winter is here! The firewood is 
stacked in the garage to stay dry. We have had lots 
of rain, but I guess we will need it next summer. At 
least itwasn ' t snowing as it was in the Panhandle for 
Christmas. We do hope our NOA family is off and 
running for a happy and health New Year. 

I have picked up some new Odom names on my 
travels to New Mexico and West Texas. Phone 
books are a great source for the names. Some of my 
great, great, grandfather Randle Odom's cousins and 
nephews moved west after settling here in East 
Texas for awhile. A son, John Wesley Odom, was 
said to have moved further west after the Civil War. 
(I believe Alvin Wood was from that !ine ... haven' t 
heard from him or his brother in a long time.) 

The invitation for all coming through Palestine is 
still open. Come on put to our lake home and share 
a good meal of fried catfish and aJl the trimmings. 
It ' s pretty good; just ask Bill and Dorothy Bruce. 
And you don 't even have to be on my direct line of 
Malachi Odom to qualify! Just come and enjoy East 
Texas and Odom hospitality. 

Jimmy Ray Odom 

PS. Anyone who still has one of the fruit jars I made 
for the 1983 NOA reunion- they are officially col
lector' s items now. They are all gone and so is the 
glass plant where I made them. I still have the mold 
if anyone knows how to make a wax jar but there is 
no ring for the finish to put a lid on! 

I JOIN THE NOA TODAY, DON'T DELA Y I 

GENEALOGY 
101 .. 

• 

- - -

DON'T NEVER ASSUME 
NOTHING! 
Helen Odum Harrell 

As a teacher of English and composition, I proba
bly learned as much from high school students as 
they learned from me. After a class discussion about 
jumping to unwarranted conclusions, one of my 
freshman students wrote, "Don't never assume noth
. I" mg. 
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Grammatically correct? Not by a country mile, 
but oh, how true. And perhaps a statement so fuJI of 
negatives will drive home a positive truth: In the 
matter of family history research, one cannot be too 
careful in gathering information, documenting infor
mation, and interpreting information. 

Most of us have become fairly proficient at gather
ing information from family members, census enu
merations, letters, printed histories, birth and death 
records, and the like. We have notebooks and more 
notebooks and bundles of notes to prove it. We are 
swamped with paper. I won 't tell you how 



C..::rtaml) a marriage ecord should prove some
thm g. I found a marriage li cense recorded In a 
county, just where it should have been, but the 
recordmg cierI.. wrOie that the license was issued 30 
Dccember 189:! and that the marriage occurred in 4 
January 1892. I-low can this be? Very likely, the 
clerk did what you and I sometimes do with our 
checkbooks at the beginning of the New Year He 
was mentally operating in the old year for the first 
few days of January. 

Are cemetery records always accurate? Did you 
r.,;rsonallv coPY the Information directly from the 
hr.::u.~l,ton~. or from :l puhlish..::d ccmct.;r.· rc~ord" 

\.\ hen \\.i.t::, tht: :, 11,)111.: pim.c-J Ih,,' I"I..' soun aftt:r th~ 
death. or tom \ CiU S j.uer b\ Ill' .. l!r:1.ndchlldn.'n" -
What IS a I1Cwsp<ljx:r nbltuary sayc;; death occurred 
on J Ol.:tubt.:r. but tht' headstone s:\\ s .5 Octoht;:r'l 
Mu!hl he ha H.' dll!d on the third and been buried on -
Ih~ fifth' 

Publ1sht!d hl <.: lOnes are gn:at to lind. but muSI be 
read carefully and crlltcally There \\as a tlIne, alter 
thc Civil War, when certam puhhshers sent young 
mcn into the rural areas ( I ) to wnte the family 
hl SlO~ as related by someone 111 the famil y, and (2) 
to sell a book to that family and as man) of the 
neIghbors as poss ible The histont:s were wntten 
up as honest, upright, hard-working, and prosper
ous. All the women \\ere vi rtuous, fair 10 look 
upon, mdustrious, great homemakers, and religious 
trauling up thei r children to be communit~ kadcrs 
I ht:st " hl ... tOfl t!~'· Jo indcl!d ::,e r\·e a purpose and 
gl\-C us ~ome good c lu('~ wnh which 10 \\ork , but I"l\! 
sure to assess and evaluate every statement 

What about Tcrminolob'Y? Many of the words we 
use today do not mean e.xaetl) what they meant 
many years ago The \\ords JUnior and ·Senior do 
not necessanly mean father and son The tems 
mav mean that one man was somewhat older than 
another of the same name and in the same vicinity. 
In some court records, the word Infant merely 
means that the person so named is under twenty-one 
)ears of age The term"in-Iaw" may denote any 
relallonship which came about through marriage: 
the spouse's mother or one 's father ' s new wife 
might be referred to as a mother-in-law. A man ' s 
step-chi ldren might be called his sons-in-law and 
daughters-in law, since they were acquired by his 
lawful marnage to their mother, 

Gather your documents from e\"ery possible 
source. trying always to get "a pair and a spare" for 
each event, being sure to cite the source- line and 
verse, but aboye all to analyze and to interpret 
carefully. 

Other",·ise, the conclUSion you jump to might be 
your own. Remember the wise admonition of a 
young, enthusiastic student, ·'Don 't never assume 
nothing~" And please "don't take anything for 
granite~ " 

BIRTHDAY LYRICS 
Juhn and Emily Odom bfL\ught a uniqui! gin to the 

90th hmhday celebra tion of Theo James Odom, 
John 's grandliuilcr. It IS sung to Aaron Copeland 's 
SlInple (idf.\ from Applucl/ftlll " Imng. The verses 
are included so )IOU may ada pi them to your Clr cum 
stances. 

Chorus 
Granddad, \\'lIh you we ' re proud to be 
Part of this great Odom family 
And we say to you, "The best is yet 10 be," 
On your nmetieth in thiS company. 

He was hom in Hazlehurst the oldest of three: 
He took 3 good \\ I fc \\ hose name was Johnnic. 
I Ie pumped gas, h~ !told food. he worked the mail. 
And all around Georgia he rode on the rail. 

DITto At lanta with a rami!} in two, 
Wife and son who \\ere alwa) s on the go. 
When Weldon was marned how the Odom clan 

orew o , 

Helen, John and Joan and greatgrandchildren, two! 

He 's a checker playing, card throwing, set back fan, 
Cipering, reciting, pun-telling man; 
Teetotaling, TV-watching, hymn-singing bloke, 
And the one to be counted on to tell a joke. 

We sing you a tribute to a wonderful guy; 
His arc some tales that will never, never die ; 
From ·'Dan, Dan," to "Joe, Joe," to peaches and pie 

11 He makes you laugh till he make you cry! 



Membership Application 
1997-1998 

Name, ________________________________________________________ ___ 

Address __________________________________________ Apt, _____________ _ 

City _____________________________________ ,State, ____ Zip _____________ _ 

Phone (~ __ ~) ____________ .Fax ________ .E-mail _________________________ _ 

My earliest Odom ancestor: ________________________________________________ _ 

Please attach ancestor sheet. 

Payment of$15 .00 dues per household entitles you to the NOA Newsletter. 
Make your check payable to the National Odom Assembly. 
Mail your check to Elna Counterman. NOA Treasurer, 1102 N. Weenonah, Claremore, OK 74017-4220 

NOA Newsletter 
National Odom Assembly 
3990 II ma Shores Drive 
Orlando, FL 32817-1621 

TO: 
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