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Greetings from ALABAMA 
The Heart of Dixie 

Hello from the hot, deep south. We 
have had a few thunder showers lately 

At 

but for awhile we thought our grass would re
main browl1 all summer. Unfortunately, last fri
day night brought scattered tornadoes into the 
southern parts of Mississippi and Alabama. 
Millry, home to Don and Betty Odom, sutTered 
quite a hit. 

Sunday, June 7, marked the annual reunion of 
the Jefferson Davis Odorn family, (my grandfa
ther). at the home of Myrtle Lee Miller in the 
Wilmer community. We had approximately 50 
people attending this event and everyone enjoyed 
the day. I was able to fill in quite a few blank 
spots on birthdays, anniversaries, etc. on my 
family tree. It was easy to do since they could not 
run very far. Some attending had not sent in the 
infonnation that I had previously requested so 
they just brought it along with them. 
I am getting excited about our upcoming NOA 

gathering and I hope all of you are too. [f you 
haven 't turned in your registration please think 
seriously about It. it is a wonderful opportunity 
to gain information and have fun . 

Priscilla Hollingshead 

Greetings from ARKANSAS 
The Land of Opportunity 

AI? 

We had a good reunions in Texas at Tyler State 
Park with nieces and nephews of R. D. ' s family. 
Many of them we had not seen since they were 
small children. R. D. had four brothers and they 
are all gone now, so getting to spend the day with 
their children was just wonderful. We had about 
35 present and that was counting grands and 
great-grands. It was Easter weekend. This put us 
in Texas at a good time to see the bluebonnets. 
They were postcard pretty. 

Saturday, May 3, we joined the 000 gang in 
Tulsa for a meeting and lunch. It was so nice to 
see many that we had not visited with for awhile. 
What a treat to have Mildred and Freddie Preston 
drop in! 

We hope everyone will be able to make the 3 

Charleston trip. Our daughter and granddaughter are 
planning on joining us. 

I thought I'd share these ~- ---, 
pictures with you. In 1987 
Victoria Singleton was the 
youngest attendee at the 
Tulsa NOA meeting. 

'---- ...J Eleven years later she is 
living in Purcell, OK and ready to attend the sixth grade. 
She likes to ice skate, play basketball and is quite a 
camper. 

We will meet you in Charleston in July. 

Emma and R. D. Odom 

Greetings from CALIFORNIA 
The Golden State 

From sunny, rainy California, we send 
our greeting to everyone. We are waiting 
for the unusual rainy season to stop. Northern Californi
ans are starting to become web-footed while praying 
daily that their homes not slide off their foundations. 
I know we will have some new members/friends/family 

with us tbjs summer in Charleston. With exciting activi
ties to share with our NOA members, we hope to attract 
more members. Genealogy comes first with fellowship 
and recreation tied for second. Sometimes the fellowship 
and recreation is what develops the research interest. 
Our daughter, Natalie, who lives in North Carolina is 
planning to be in Charleston; Dale's brother. Lany and 
his friend, Ann, from Utah will be with us this trip. The 
Purdys from Texas, Dorothy and Bill Bruce ' s daughter 
and son in law, will be joining us and the Edisto River 
will be our research for the Wednesday before NOA. We 
are excited and welcome anyone else who wishes to join 
us for a cool trip down a scenic river. Be at Canady's 
Campground at 9:30 a.m. and we'll canoe together. You 
don't need to be experienced with canoeing. 

Remember to bring your research with your family 
sheets, your notebooks, etc. There arc always new peo
ple present and you may have just the their missing link. 

We ' ll miss Ruth Odom from Mesa, AZ. Glad you are 
doing better and we' ll see you next year. 

Dale and Paula Tucker 

(Conlinlll'd QIJ ptlgl' 4) 
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Greetings from GEORGIA 
The Empire State of the South 

Three months ago we had "Water, 
water, everywhere .. . " but now it is hot and dry 
and we would welcome some rain. But God 
knows what we need and He will supply. 

We have just returned from Baton Rouge, LA, 
helping celebrate our oldest b>Tanddaughter's 
graduation from high school. Julie Henderson 
has been home schooled all 12 years and the 
ceremony was very impressive with ten seniors 
graduating. 

I.nvitations of encouragement were mailed to 
the NOA members in GA. Because of the prox
imity to Charleston, we are hoping that there will 
be a good number to enjoy all the events our 
hosts have arranged for us. 

Don' t forget to bring goodies to eat and door 
prizes as well as your genealogy notebooks. 

Julius and Kitty Henderson 

Greetings from FLORIDA 
The Sunshine State 

This is your Florida rep reporting 
in from North Carolina. Want to 
know why? Well, Jeanne has so 
many things going and if I'm there I'll slow her 
down. She said if I'd go away for a few days she 
would get the NOA newsletter out on time. So I 
left home on May 26th. You let me know if you 
don 't receive your newsletter by July first. 

Most of you probably figure that 's not true. The 
truth is Jeanne and I bought a lot on the side of a 
mountain near Hayesville, NC last November 
and we are building a home on the property. NC 
builders don't work as hard when you are in FL 
as they do when you are in NC. The home will be 
very nice and really has a beautiful view. Those 
attending the NOA meeting in July will be given 
the address and invited to visit. 

Victor. Lynn and Ericka have really made a big 
investment in time and effort. It will please me 
greatly if Florida will show with a large group 
and if total attendance reaches an all time high to 
reap the dividends of their work. , 

Charles Odom 

Greetings from ILUNOIS 
The Land of Lincoln 

Goodness, things have been hectic here. 
My son who lives In Maryland had a very serious abdom
Inal operation recently. I went to Maryland and spent 
two weeks with him. He's much better now. 

I' ve been preaching for several Sundays. That is always 
enjoyable and fulfilling for me. 

I'm sorry I won' t be able to atend the reunion but I will 
look forward to reading about It. 

James H. Odom 

Greetings from INDIANA 
The Hoosier State 
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We are winding down the school year and looking 
fOr\\lard to summer, but I al so will be busy taking 
courses and being a wife and mother. 

In March, Kristie, our oldest, was married in New 
Orleans. She and husband, Parflck, have gone to Dublin, 
Ireland to live for a couple of years. He is a lawyer 
dealing with customs and she is hopmg to find a posit ion 
where she can use her language degree. 
The twins will return from Carrollton, GA and will be 

with us until the middle of summer. They' ll be high 
school juniors next year. 

Son, Dan, (can you believe it) will be a high school 
senior and is presently "working at the car wash". lie is 
taking summer courses hoping to accumulate extra ered· 
its to graduate mid-year. 
My husband, Mike, achieved gold sales status for 

Chrysler/Jeep. 
Will we make it to Charleston?? It sounds like a great 

time has been planned as usual- no one can beat a NOA 
reunion. I have my fingers crossed. 

Finally, not to be left by the side of the road on the 
information highway. we are now on line- it saves on 
the long distance phone bills. 

Betty Odom Haskett me2haskett@aol.com 

1998-1999 Dues are S20.00 Mail to: 
[Ina Uames Countennan, NOA Treasurer 
1102 N. \\I«nonah Claremore. OK 



Greetings from KENTUCKY 
The Bluegrass State 

After all the rain, then the sun came out. Made 
spring gardening a few weeks late, but it will be 
productive. 

O ld age appears to be taking its toll in some 
ways. We have had a hearing test at Fort Knox. 
I've had some hearing aids made up. They ' ll be 
fitted and I' ll be wearing them in Charleston. 
We ' ll see what a dillTerence they make. 
Other up-dating includes laser surgery on my 

right eye and jazzing up my computer. I have 
been collecting a lot of genealogy to use on my 
rainy day projects. 

Most of the Odoms in the area have been called 
to extend a special invitation to NOA. We plan 
on leaving on Wednesday so we have morc time 
to visit with the cousins. No, we ' re not going 
canoeing. But Helen had another birthday and 
she ' s getting younger every day (her grandson 
says). 

Wt! ' 1/ make some of our favorite di shes for the 
gathering. See you in the Hospital ity Room. 

James E. adorn 

Greetings from NEW MEXICO 
The Land of Enchantment 

and from 
Roswell, The U F. 0. rapilal of the Planet 

We retired from our Brazil work in 1987, al
most 11 years ago! We may be slowing down a 
bit al age 75, but we don ' t seem to have very 
much spare time. 

We keep busy with the Submarine Veterans 
chapler here in Roswell , which also includes the 
" Dophinettes", the wives of the U. S. Submarine 
Veterans of WWII. Presently the meetings are 
held at our home. 

Both Harriet and I leach adult Sunday School 
classes at our church. I lead a prayer service on 
Wednesday night and present studies from the 
Gospel of John. 

Harriet works with her computer while I take 
care of the yard work and gardening. We do so 

many other things- just too many to mention. 
Harriet ' s older bro!her, Merrill Zimmer, has had cancer 

for six years. Now he is moving from Upland, CA to his 
son ' s home in Oakland. Recently we spent nine days 
working with him to get his home ready to sell. Harriet 
was able to get his computer working again, too. And we 
celebrated his 77th birthday. 

Then on to Walnut Creek, CA to vi sit Harriet ' s sister, 
Mildred, now 84 years young. We spent a couple of days 
there and celebrated with her on Mothers ' Day. 

Before returning home we had a great desire to see the 
Pacific again and drove to Santa Cruz to visit the Henry 
Cowell Redwoods State Park. Fantastic old redwoods! 
The ocean north of Monterey was putting on quite a 
show: The wind was blowing and we had to put on heavy 
jackets. No swim on this trip. 

Two and a half days later and a thousand miles from 
our departure we arrived home. But we'll be back on the 
road again to see our Odom cousins in Charleston. 

George C. Odom, Jr. 

Greetings from OKLAHOMA 
The Sooner State 

In May the Oklahoma Odom family 
had a lovely lunch at Furr's in Tulsa and 

.' . ' '. ~ . .. :.,,~ ........ . . . . 
• 

a great time visiting together. There were 15 present 
including R.D. and Emma from Arkansas and Freddie 
and Mildred Preston from Kentucky. We were happy to 
see Catherine Denny with us again; she has rejoined 
NOA. Welcome back, Catherine. Others attending were 
Elna Counterman, Don and Bettie Odom of Spiro, Don 
and Phyllis adorn of Guthrie, Jack adorn of Heavener, 
Lonetta adorn Roop of Heavener. (Lonetta is a sister to 
Jack and Don of Spiro; Polly Williams of Tulsa and 
Glenn and me. 

Some were unable to attend because of family doings. 
But they want to stay in touch. Albert and Henrietta, 
Robert and Ryan Luttmer of Sallislaw are in that cate
gory. Robert was tring to qualify for the State Track 
Meet and his family was there to cheer him on. It doesn ' t 
seem that long ago that Robert was the little man and 
Ryan was just born. 

We all remember those days when we were so busy 
with our kids and their activities. It ' s a great time in life 
and we need to encourage more parents to support their 
children in this manner. 

5 IC" ()II/","ed 1m p'1j!r 6) 



Beny K. Odom of Jenks, the widow of J. Y. 
Odom, wrote to say that she sold her lovely home 
in Jenks and is moving to Tulsa. This will free 
her of the time-consuming house and yard up
keep. She sold her home to Christopher and 
Linda Lewis, the son of Loretta Young. Chri sto
pher and Linda were at one time regulars on 
Channel 6 TV programs. I know many of us 
remember the super Lorena Young programs. 

As always, we missed those unable to anend our 
luncheon for whatever reason. Put May, 1999 on 
the calendar now for the Oklahoma Odoms. 

Several of our members paid their 98-99 dues 
and are ready for the new fiscal year. To the 
others; send the check for $20.00 to Elna ASAP. 

We would like to thank our 97-98 officers for 
doing a great job the past year. I know it takes a 
lot of your time and it is a lot of trouble. How
ever, we do appreciate all your efforts. 

Some special days: 
Alben and Henrietta Lunmer Ann. 6-5-76 
Don and Bettie Odom 
JackOdom 
Phyllis Odom 
Catherine Denny 

See you in Charleston! 

Glenn and Thelma P. Blackburn 

Ann. 9-30-46 
Ann. 8-22 

Bday 9-4 
Bday 6-4 

Greetings from SOUTH CAROLINA 
The Palmeno State 

Hello from South Carolina. I 
don ' t know how many of you 
have ever ridden the Big Dipper 
Roller Coaster on Coney Island 
or the Cyclone at Lake Pontchartrain in New 
Orleans. If you haven ' t, you still haven't missed 
your chance. That is, if you decide to go to the 
Isle of Palms in Charleston. 
Crossing the Cooper River Bridge is not quite 

equal to a roller coaster but it is a first cousin! 
Especially if you cross on a stormy day. Scary. 

Victor and Lynn have really lined up a good 
reunion for us. Everyone be careful on the high
ways, and we' ll be looking forward to seeing 
y'all in July 

Frank Odom 

Greetings from TEXAS 
The Lone Star State 

Hello from Texas. In some of the earl ier 
issues of the newsletter Odem, TX was 
mentioned by someone who knew how the town got its 
name. There were early settlers into this area of south 
Texas around the coastal town of Corpus Christi Caule 
ranches were established not far from the King Ranch 
which is still regarded as the largest and oldest in Texas. 
Were some of the settlers Odoms? Write if you know 
more about Odem, TX. How many other states have a 
city named Odom? 

Jake is mapping out the Civil War sites along the way 
to Charleston. Our plan IS to gellhere In time tor the J-'or! 
Sumter tour. We know that Victor and Lynn are ready 10 
stage another famous Odom reunion and the Odoms are 
ready to enjoy! I sure hope the East Coast Odoms show 
up in number. 

We have sure enjoyed our newest found cousin, Karen 
Whitehead. Karen is a real cousin by blood; we met her 
on the <net at the NOA page and are anxious to meet in 
order to share information on the Odoms on her line. 
(Thanks, Gloria, for a a job well done. This is a great 
page and has been very helpful in our research.) 

Sure has been hot and dry here. Some ranchers wi II not 
get the first cut of hay this year unless it rains real soon. 

I have had some projects with the Texas Historical 
Commission here in Palestine. We are getting the slave 
cemetery fenced and someone is doing the research for a 
Texas Historical marker. We are trying to reconstruct a 
brick grave covering that belongs to the earliest brick
maker in Anderson County. Bricks have been scattered, 
but we are trying to assemble them. We are planning a 
program on the 4th of July. 
See you in Charleston. 

Jimmy Ray Odom 



III 

Brian Duane Lee, grandson of Grace Over
street , recently graduated from Millry High 
School in Washington County, AL. 

Alyce Traegers, niece of Fannie Taylor, Grace 
Overstreet, and Priscilla Hollingshead, received 
her Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology and 
Communication at the University of New Mexico. 

Scott Odom and Kyleigh Mcilwain, on their 
wedding at the First Methodist Church in Waynes
boro, MS. Scott is a cousin to Priscilla Holling
shead, Grace Overstreet and Fannie Taylor. 

Clark Odom, a senior at the University of Ten
nessee, executed great relief pitching in the sec
ond game of a doubleheader at Mississippi State. 
A right-hander. Odom, struck out the batter and 
retired another on a fly ball to leave three men on 
base. Odom ended with another strike-out strand
ing the tying runs on base. The Vols over the 
Bulldogs, 4-2 . 

G1. 01 01 Gil 01 Gil Gil (\Q 

"WlU, Tl-I£ CIRCLE BE UNBHOKEN?" 

Families historically have provided the basis for 
survival in the mountains. Close family ties are 
nurtured, as depicted in the sayi ng " a child should 
never move further away than you can see the 
smoke from hi s chimney." Parents, their grown 
children, and grandchildren, fonn a family group 
which is relied upon for support and assistance in 
times of need. Kinship networks generally estab
lish the boundaries of the larger rural community 
and provide an organizational framework for reli
gious and social life . 

Mountain families continue to honor kin ties 
despite the changes being wrought by urbaniza
tion and out-migration. The " homeplace" remains 
important as a symbol of the family group. Deco
ration Day is sti ll celebrated by gathering to clean 
up the family or church cemetery. Family reunions 
provide the opportunity for close and distant kin 
to socialize and renew family ties. At reunions, 
the significance of the otherwise infonnal and 
loosely organized kin group become clear. 

Ada R. Habershon 
Appalachian Cultural Center 

You ' ve heard of Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Sai lor. The 
Spotlight is on a man who has ea rned far more descrip
tions than that with even greater diversity. Here 's a 
fellow who describes his 39 year employment at the 
Savannah River Plant "as more of a joy than work ." 
Anyone who knows Frank Odom reali zes that is hi s 
approach to all hi s duties, tasks, and pastimes. Willing 
involvement and dedication describe hi s relationship 
with his family and church, the National adorn Assem
bly , the Sons of Confederate Veterans, music and 
Marines and a national political party. 

As a young man, Frank served as a Marine and was 
awarded the American Spirit of Honor medal. He has 
attended almost all of the NOA reunions and was 
president in 1984, hosting the Augusta get together. 
With the support of Frances, Frank has remained very 
active in the NOA, serving as State Representative for 
many years. 

Collecting old postcards of Augusta is one hobby_ As a 
song writer and lyricist, Frank confesses to having a few 
drawers full of songs_ Our favorite , of course, is the 
aDaM BALLAD. Frank and 
his daughter, Kim, introduced 
it in Fontana years ago. 

Born in Birmingham and 
having lived in Mi ssissipi , 
Florida, and Georgia, Frank 
claims South Carolina hi s 
home of 40 years . His obvi
ous love of history leads to 
one regret-Frank would like 
to have participated in some 
of the re-enactments of C ivil 
War banles. One of hi s ances
tors, Isaac Cullen Odom , 
se rved the Confederacy, 
1861-65, in Company B 
the Alabama 56th Cavalry. 
Frank is quick to credit Helen 
Odum Harrell with helping 
him to trace his ancestors 
back to Bennensville, Sc. 

Both of Frank and Frances' children and their families 
7 will be in Charleston in July_ 



Our sympathy to the 
family of Ernest Hilton 
Odom who died April 2, 
1998, in Jacksonville, FL 

He was a cousin to Fannie Taylor, Grace Over
street, Priscilla Hollingshead and Don Odom. 

Gloria Odom Trommler wishes us to note her 
e-mail address: ocnbreeZ@epix.net Gloria is 
the webmaster of NO A on the [ntemel. We do get 
many inquiries from web browsing genealogists. 
The NOA home page is a great service. Thanks 
for a fine job, Gloria. 
http://www.geocities.comll-leartlandlMeadowsi 

8593/index.html 
Just as in dialing a phone number, one mistake 
and you get the wrong party or no party at all! 
Type in the URL or address carefully. 

Dorotby Odom Bruce is looking for people to 
stafT the Genealogy Room in Charleston. While 
she has many willing workers, a few more volun
teers would be most welcome. Dorothy is online 
at odom.bruce@juno.com or may be con
tacted 9721239-4901 in Dallas. 

Please add the following names to the member-
ship roster: William W. Odom 

1511 High Street 
Palatka, FL 32177 

Catherine Howarth Denny 
Country Club of Woodland Hills 
6339 S. 91 st East Ave#30 I 
Tulsa, OK 74133 

Please note a new address: 
Joe and Virginia Odom 
7405 Thomas Way 
Tampa, FL 33619 
813/630-2375 

Editor's Note: Helen Odum Harrell reiterates her 
offer to investigate any queries for our members. 
Helen has extensive files and is happy to help us . 
Send the question to: NOA Newsletter 

3990 Irma Shores Dr. 
Orlando, FL 32817 

I RENEW TODAY FOR THE NOA I 8 

TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER 
Sec Pug.: Nine 

The wording on the Texas Historical Marker reads: 

OooM-CRA WFORD HOUSE 
The Rev. Randol Odom moved here in 1847 and 
constructed this house for his family_ Using hand 
hewn logs, he build the original t\o,.ro rooms and con
necting "dog troC hallway_ A detached building sen'ed 
as the kitchen. After the Civil War he sold the property 
to his son, R. N. Odom. Isaac Crawford and his wife , 
Edie Ann (Clark) purchased the residence in 1882. 
Although not continuously occupied since that date, it 
has remained in the Crawford family. 

DELA YED BIRTH CERTIFICATES 
NORTH CAROLINA 

If any ancestor lived long enough to apply for Social 
Security, he \,,fould have had to apply for a delayed 
birth certificate. The cert ificate provides the same 
information a birth record would have had. 
North Carolina did not begin recording birth records 

until 1913, Check with the Register of Deed Office In 

whatever state you are researching, Checking the 
county records would be a good idea too. 
This is very helpful for those born in the 1880's as 

the 1890 census records were destroyed by lire 
JENNIFER SHEPPARD JANIFEB, 1997 HERITAGE Q UEST 
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POSTAL INFORMATION 
Typed envelopes will reach addresses one day 
earlier than handwritten ones. 
Postal machine scanners read envelopes from the 
bottom up, starting with the zip code. If anything is 
typed lower than the zip code the letter will be held 
until it can be manually sorted. Using not only the 
zip code but the additional 4-digit number helps. 
Self Addressed Stamped Envelopes (SASE) folded 
inside a letter is a violation of postal regulations 
because they jam postal sorting machines. Instead 
use a #9 envelope without folding inside the regu
lar # I 0 envelope. 
For a brief answer, purchase a "message reply" 
double post card for forty cents. 



TI·IE ODOM - CRAWFORD HOUSE circa 1848 

This is the house Rev. Randol Odom built with the help of his three brothers, Jim, Simeon, and Ephriam, in 
1847. The four men along with thei r families, about 35 in the party. left Meridian, Mississippi in December of 
lR46 Tmveling hv wagons drawn by oxen was slow: It took six weeks to arrive at the Mt Comfort, TX 
commul11ty. Here they made camp, bought land and cleared the land of the virgm pine trees. The trees 
measured two and three feet in diameter. It would take a very large man to be able to encircle trees six to ten 
feet in circumference! 

Thejoumey from Meridian to Cherokee Co. TX on Interstate 20 is about 41 0 miles. A good days drive. A 
hundred and fifty years ago 10- 12 miles per day would have been good time. No roads, just marked paths 

traveled by others. No welcome centers with road maps and clean toilets. 
How long did it take to travel the width of Mississippi , 125 miles? How did 
they cross the Mighty Mississippi? And where; Nachez or Vicksburg? Was it 
more difficult traveling through Louisiana? Did they stop at Lake Bistineau 

I-. \ \.... to relax , wash up and take on fresh water? They were long, those 185 miles. 
Emotions must have run high as they crossed the Sabine River mto the new 
state of Texas. They didn ' t need names like Pine Hill and Long Branch to tell 
them they were in the Piney Woods of East Texas. 

The log home has two large rooms with an area of less than 160 sq. ft . The 
from and back porch runs along the entire length of the house. Very few 

. changes have been made to the original house. The original shingles were 
replaced by the Crawford family and now the cabin has a lin roor. 

Richmind Odom, Randol's son, sold the house and land in the 1870 ' s after 
Randol had moved north about 75 miles to VanZandt County. The Crawford 
family was the buyer and they ovm it today. 

The Historica l Marker was placed on site in 1980 after much research . 

, 



Mildred "'Tookie" Shuler Gentry, Rt. 3, Box 33, 
Bristol, FL 850/643-2373 included her lineage 
with her membership. Tookie shares a common an
cestor with many of the Georgia Odoms. 
1. Archibald Odom. Baptist minister, Rev.soldier 

b. abt 1758; d. I Apr 1845; buried Old Sapp 
Cemetery, Hawkinsville, Pulaski, GA 
m. Penelope Harris 5-5-1778 5 children 
2. James Odom, Sr. b. 15 Feb 1779, prob 

Marion Co. SC d. by 1843, Pulaski Co, 
GA m. 5 May 1804, Elizabeth,l 0 children 
1 Sarah Odom b. I Jan 1818 d.~ 

Liberty Co., FL m. 5 Nov 1839 Pulaski 
Co GA William Samuel Larkins 

4. Mary Lou Larkins b. 4 Mar 1852 
Bristol, Liberty Co FL d. 15 Sept 
1921 , Hosford, Liberty, FL m,I5 
Oct 1868 William Edwin Shuler 

5. William Edwin Shuler,]r (pat) 
b. 1871 m. Bessie Bracewell 
b. 1876 

6. Parley Sunshine Shuler 
b. 1904 m. Mattie 
Howell b. 1902 

7. Mildred Shuicr 
b. 27-Nov 1916 
m. Paul Gentry 

-q,-q,.-q,.4( q,>-q,.~~~ W (\'-q,.-"'4" ~'~-q,..q...k-<Y 

Mark James, 4711 Spicewood Springs Rd #171 
Austin, TX; 512/418-8638; jamesm@dialogic.com 
Mark sends this information. He would like to trace 
the parentage of Lafayette Odom. Who has the 
information to help him? 
I Lafayette Odom 

Sarah (Sallie) Bradford 7 children 
2 Layfayette Dennis Odom b. 20 Feb 1873 

d. 20 May 1910 Amite, LA m. 3 Feb 1897 
Manha Elizabeth Akers 7 children 

3 Cara Lucille Odom b. 10 Feb 1898 
Amite, LA d. 22 Feb 1974 Binning 
ham, AL m.23 Dec 1922 
Tyra Fenner Tynes 1 child 

4 Gleaves Elizabeth Tynes 
b. 6 July 1928 d.-
m. 22 Junel948 
Thomas Naum James 3 children 

5 Thomas Mark James b.1951 
to 

Doris Strickland Blythe, 6700 Mt_ Holly
Huntersville Rd. Charlotte, NC 28216 would like to 
extend her Odom line. Will those with ancestors in 
S.c. at that time frame check for information on the 
Joshuas? 
I Mary Ann Odom b 1821 , Marlboro Co. SC 

m. abl. 1837 Spencer J. Strickland 
d. 31 March 1887 

2 Joshua Moses Odom b. 1790/00 
d. 1832 Marlboro Co. SC 
Dorcas M. Stubbs b. 1793, Marlboro Co. SC 
d. May, 1868, Marlboro Co. SC 

3. Joshua Odom d. 1799 Marlboro 
Co.SC 
Mary 

A FRJENDL¥ REMJNDER: IT'S THOUGHT THAT YOU CAN USE 

FLOUR ro DUST OLD, OLD TOMBSTONES so YOU CAN READ 

THE INSCRlPTIONS. JUST BE SURE TO USE PLAIN FLOUR. 

NEVER USE SELF-RISING IN A CEMETERY. 

CO(lRT ~II"I filS OF THE CAROLINAS 
Bn::nl H. Holcomb 

One first hearing the term " (;,)UlI IllInUiC:' ,· UIL..: \\ould 
not think that a book of s, uch records would be inlC're~t 

ing. However. these minutes of the county wuns are 
some of the most \'aluuhk and Icast lIsed sources 
available In North Carolina, the minutes of the coun 
of pleas and quarter sessions are the basic record of the 
counties. They usually begin with the fonnation of the 
county and continue to the year 1868. These records 
contain lists of deeds recorded, wills proved. adminis
trations granted, jurymen, road gangs or juries, tavern 
license issuances, bastardy suits. small court cases, etc. 
One very useful record is a dedlmw; potestalum, com
monly referred to as a "ded po", This was an order sent 
to another county to take a deposition for a court casc 
or to prove a deed or other instrument. This "ded po" is 
an indication as to where a person emigrated from or 
immigrated to. 
Some examples of entries from the court minutes of 

Tryon County: Ordered by the Court that Eleanor 
Caldwell an orphan girl at the age of two year & eight 
months be bound to David Watson till she arrives at 
the age of Eighteen and by him to be Taught to read 
under a proper teacher agreeable to law and also that 
he give her the said Apprentice a suit of clothes when 
free & in other things to comply with the Act of 

(Conl,_t'd ,m {JUgI'll) 



Assembly in that made & provided. 
A Deed of Gift from John Lindsey to Ezekiel Lindsey One Light Gray mare Branded with 3 BBB on the 

mounting shoulder & bunock one Bright Bay mare & Colt nor Ear marked One Red pied Cow dimly branded 
with TE on the Right Side & Sundry Other goods & Chattels prov 'd by Benjamin Thompson Evidence thereto . 
Ordered Registered. 

Margaret Shaw returns an Inventory of the Goods & Chanles of Robert Shaw deceased prays an Order of Sale 
which was accordingly granted. 

On motion of Jno. Williams Junr it was ordered by the Court that Zachariah Bullock Build a grist mill on hi s 
Land on Thicketty Creek & that the same be deemed a publick mill he Complying with the act of assembly in 
that Case made & provided. 

Sources for Court Minutes may be found in the North Carolina and South Carolina Archives as well as other 
genealogical libraries. This is a li st of authors and the counties abstracted. A request to the publisher with a 
SASE will bring a brochure describing these books. 

Rowan, NC Jo Linn White P.O.B 1948 Salisbury, NC 28145 
Mecklenburg, NC Hennan Ferguson 600 Chad Dr Rocl)' Mount, NC 27803-1512 
Bute, Tryon Brent Holcomb P.O.B. 21766 Columbia, SC 28221 
Bertie, Chm'lan . Craven Weynette Haun 243 Argonne Dr Durham. NC 27704-1423 
Edgecombe, Hyde, Johston, Orange, Wake 

The minutes of the county courts are not as extensive for South Carolina. However, the count ies of Chester, 
Edgefie ld, Fai rfi eld, Kershaw, Marlboro. Newberry, Pendleton. Spartanburg, Union, Winton (Barnwell ) and 
York have some minutes for the years of 1785-1 799. The can be lound in the State Archives in Columbia. 

Brent H. Hoh:()mh is 'lie Editor of the Soulh ('aro/mu !vfug£J::lfle of Ancestral Research. ThIs article was 
taken f rom the Vecember. /997 Issue vI711e FamIly Tree. 

MOTEL LOCATION 

The Sheraton Charleston is off 
US 17. Heading east on US 17 the 
hotel is just across the Ashley 
River. 

There is a Howard Johnson Hotel 
nearby too. That's another land 
mark. 
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NOA Newsletter 
National Odom Assembly 
3990 Irma Shores Drive 
Orlando, FL 32817-1621 

Membership Application 
1998-1999 

BULK RATE 
U.S.POST AGE 

PAID 
PERMIT NO. 465 

ORLANDO , FL 

Name ________________________________________________________________ __ 

Ad~ess~ ________________________________________________________ __ 

City __________________ State ____ ZIP __________ _ 

Phone (~ ____ J) ______________ Fax _____________ E-mail, __________________ _ 

My earliest Odom ancestoc _______________________________________________ _ 

Please attach ancestor sheet 

Payment of$20.oo dues per household entitles you to the NOA Newsletter. 
Make your check payable to the National Odom Assembly. 
Mail your check to Elna Counterman, NOA Treasurer, 1102 N. Weenonah. Claremore, OK 74017-4220 
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