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TARGET: TAMPA! 
Mark the 1999 calendar with a red pen: July 15-18. 

Virginia and Joe Odom (FL) have viewed many hotels 
and resorts, but were most impressed with the package 
presented by the Raddison group. The details will be 
in our next issue but put a wild print shirt on your 
Christmas shopping list! 

PLEASANT MEMORIES 
Charleston has an aura about it that engenders mo
ments and memories of timelessness and gracious liv
ing. Strolling down streets trod by Revolutionary War 
troops and visiting Ft. Sumter brought the past to the 
present. 

Beginning with a backwoods ca
noe trip down the Edisto river 
arranged by Dale Tucker (CA) and 
lead by intrepid Capt. Ericka 
Blakely (SC) to the Sunday mom- . 
ing devotional service lead by Dr. 
George Odom (NM) the Odoms " 
packed in four full days. . 

Lynn and Victor Odom (SC) did k -. 
an outstanding job of putting to-
gether a wonderful selection of activities. We had a 
good group of young Odoms who took advantage of 
the historical tours as well as the hotel pool. And the 
wildlife: which was more remarkable, the three wild 
turkeys seen on the Edisto or Freddie Preston ' s (KY) 
Booger Bears? 

Dorothy Odorn Bruce (TX) and her crew presented 
an excellent Genealogy Room. The pictures from the 
' 50' s drew a crowd. But the goodies in the Hospitality 
Room had a greater pull Who made those rum balls? 
Would you share the recipe. please. 

Many thanks to those who chaired and worked on 
the different committees. Your work provided pleasure 
and knowledge for all the attending membership. 
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CHALLENGE! 
You are the National Odom Assembly. You are 

OUT best representative, not the board. not the state 
reps. You are the dues paying. involved membership. 
More than half of you were present at the Charleston 
NOA That speaks commitment! And committed peo
ple accept the cballenge to increase membership. 
NOW. 

You have already invested time and money. Go 
one more step and make some phone calls; write 
letters soliciting members. 

Your prospects: Immediate: children, siblings, 
cousins. . any Odom you come in contact 

with, business, social, school, etc. I)jstaot: 
book sources: (Can the nWnber and 

. you are visiting the area and repre
sent the NOA. Would they be interested in 
receiving a news1etter or a brochure de
scribing our organization. Send me a post
card or email with the name and address.) 
Pla~ a potice in your local, regional and 
state genealogical societies. r 

Benefits: Preservation of 20 years of 
research on the Odom lineage. Maintenance 

of pride in our families and backgrounds. Insurance 
that this source of knowledge and pride will be avail
able to those who follow us. 

Without embracing jingoism, most of us concede 
that OUT country is great. Whether your ancestor came 
here in the 16th century or the 19th century, they paid 
a high price for the prize of citizenship. So did the 
following generations to preserve and protect the 
prize. It is our job to pass the history on to others. It is 
an inspiring legacy. 

Today - Sit down and write your renewal check. 
Include an extra membership for someone in your 
family. Resolve to follow through in actively seeking 
new members . .DO IT NOW! 
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The NOA Newsletter 
is published quarterly by the National 
Odom Assembly. Information in this 
publication is ~ interest to those people 
doing genealogical research on the 
names Odom, Odum. {)rdam. Oldham, 
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Minutes of the 1998 NOA General 
Business Meeting 

The meeting was called to order by NOA President Victor Odorn. (SC) R. D. Odom (AR) delivered an 
• openmg prayer. 

Minutes of the 1997 meeting were read and corrected to show that Dorothy Odom Bruce, (TX) nominated 
Paula Tucker (CA) for secretary. Virginia Odorn (FL) moved and Lynn Odorn (SC) seconded a motion for 
approval 

Elna CountennaD (OK) gave her treasurer's report. 

Balance on hand $3,064.04 

Income 

Preston 's return « advance S 500,00 

Membership dues 2,285.00 

Odom patches 30.00 

Interest RCB Bank 85.88 

Donations 2.880.00 

Totallncome $3.180.88 

Disbursements 

eop; .. 4.58 

V. Odom (1998) 1,000.00 

V. C»Hn NeMletter 418.74 

Davis Printing 3,415.00 

D. Tucker overpaid ch't:S 10.00 

S. Odom overpaid dues 15,00 

Copy Expn: us 1.64 

Jeanne Odom Newsletter 792.93 

Jeanne Odom Newsletter 1,234.81 

Retw ned check 15,00 

Total Disbursements $3 ,826.85 

Balance on hand ()"3~98 $2,418.01 

Motion to accept the treasurer' s report by Jimmy Odom (NC) seconded by Robert Odom (LA) and approved. 
The rmance Committee report was given by Jeanne Odom (FL) in the absence of her husband, Charlie. A 

review of beginning balances for each year revea1ed the following Dumbers: 
The decline in money related directly to the decline in membership . Officers receive 
no compensation. Money is spent only on bona fide expenses, 

There was considerable discussion during th.is report on finances, membership, 
and newsletter content. In summation it was agreed that current members must seriously 

1995 
1996 
1991 
1998 

$6300.00 
S300.00 
3900.00 
3000.00 

solicit new members and provide more genealogical infonnation to the newsletter. ----;;:(C;;_:;rdn;;:~;;:d;;M:_;P';;S' 4) 
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Site Connniuee report was presented by Dale 
Tucker (CA). San Antonio, TX vv'8s selected as the 
site for the annual meeting Tn 2000. Susan Hollis 
Garrett (TX) offered to be ' chairperson for the 
meeting. The site for 2001 is o'pen and any inter
ested party was asked to step forward. 

The 1999 meeting sile is Tampa. FL. 
Nomjnating Committee report was presented by 

Bertha Cosby (AL). Placed in nomination by the 
committee were the foHowing: 

President Virginia Odom, FL 
Vice President Susan Hollis Garrett, TX 
Secretary Paul 'Tucker, CA 
Treasurer Ein. Countelljlan. OK 
Newsletter Jeanne Odom, FL 

There were no nominations from the floor. Fountain 
Odom, (NC) moved and Dorothy Odom Bruce (TX 
) seconded the eJection of nOlilillees. Motion car
ried. 

Al this point Julius Henderson (GA) moved and 
Dale Tucker (CA) seconded the selection of San 
Antonio for the meeting in 2000. Motion carried. 

A Computer Presea vation report was made by 
Jeanne Odom (FL). This COmmittee grew out of the 
desire to preserve on disk aD past and fiJbJre ~ 
tions of the NOA Newliletter. More reca>tIy it 
addressed the issue of establishing a web site. Glo
ria Odom Trommler (PA) is our Web Master for the 
web site bttp:llwww.geocities.comlHeartllndl 
Meadowsl8S93Iind",btml Gloria has a lot of 
information on the site, including the history of the 
tenth anniversary cookbook. The committee recom
blUlded acceptance of this as our official Web Site 
and Gloria as our Web Master. 

Some things you need to know. FIrst, it doesn't 
make any difference if it is on a computer or not, 
you will be able to utiliu Gloria' s talents. You 
might ask a friend to print out what is on the Web 
Site for you so you can peruse the contents. If you 
have any suggestions please route everything 
through Gloria. This is her room and she' s going to 
handle it. 

The second tbing is that we are asking Gloria to 
go ahead and scan and get on tbe Web Site all of the 
past newsletters. We are going to exclude the most 
recent two years. We want that in our favor to have 

people join NOA. 
The third Ibing is to cbannel all queries for the Web 

Site through Gloria. if you have a computer you can 
~majJ the query~ if you don 't , send it regular mail. send 
a self-addressed stamped envelope with your regular 
mail query. Your name and address do not go on the 
Web Site. Gloria is your access. These queries will also 
he published in the NOA Newsletter if you ask her to 
send them to the editor (or send them directly yourself). 

It was suggested that a separate fund of $425.00 be 
set up fortbis project. Motion by Harriet Odorn (NM), 
second by Virginia Odom (""1..), was passed. 

Dorothy Odom Bruce (TX) made a motion authoriz
ing Gloria Odom Trommler, (PA) to be Web Master. 
Motion was amended by Bill Bruce (TX) 10 set Iwo
year telms for the position. Amended motion was 
seconded by Dale Tucker (CA), was passed. 

There was a closing prayer by Dr. George Odom 
(NM), and then President Vielor Odom (SC), declared 
the meeting ended. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Paula Tucker (CA) 
1998 NOA Secretary 

The youngest Odoms at past reunions 
were Sara Beth Purdy from Austin TX in 
1990, Jake Odom, 1986, Palestine, TX 
and Torrie Singleton, AZ, in 1987. This 
year my brother, John Thomas Purdy was the youngest 
Odom. We were all in Charleston along with some othr 
kids. This is what we did. 

In South Carolina this year we went canoeing in the 
rain, it was fun . Then some people went to Fort Sumter 
on a boat. We saw porpoises. We saw guns and 
canons. Other people went on a dinner cruise. We went 
swimming every night at the hotel. We an stayed in the 
same botel in Charleston. On Saturday we all bad a 
party and everyone dressed up in 50' s clothes. We did 
skits. Me and my brother John gOI to help with the door 
prizes. Then we all had to go home. 

Sara Beth Purdy, age 8 John Purdy is 4 years old. 

JOIN NOA TODAY 
4L-________________________ ~ 



lntroducing the one and only 
BAG LADY. Helen Odum Harrell 
is a published genealogist many 
times over and has graciously acqui
esced to continue as OUI resident 
query analyst. 

I received an inquiry from Stanton H. Nash, 7112 
Stonehaven Ct., Ft . Worth, TX 76179-2941 enclos
ing an obituary from tbe Jena Times, dated 18 
September 1998. (Jena, LA) 

Stan's question: "My Dempsey Odom and bis son 
Willis Andrew Jackson Odom were Baptist preacb
ers in central Louisiana. A friend gave me the en
closed news article. I could not find Rev. George 
Curtis Odom. Have you come across one like this?" 

The news article in brief "Successful Jena native 
suceumhs in Little Rock. 

"Jess PauJ Odom was born in Jena on October 1, 
1913, to Frankie and the Rev. George Curtis Odom, 
a Southern Baptist preacher. After serving in World 
War IL be started an insurance company in Arkansas 
which be sold eleven years later for $12 mjUion. 

Odom died last week in Little Rock at the age 84. 
A report on the life of Odom was printed in the 
ArlulIIsas Democral-Gazelle." 

Answer from the Bag Lady: 
Thank you for your letter and the Odom informa

tiOD. While I had not run across the name of Jess 
Paul Odom of the obituary, I can easily trace his 
father, grandfather, etc., and teU you a lot more than 
you ever wanted to know about his origins. I don 't 
know how Dempsey and Willis Odom fit into this 
puzzle, but they appear to have lived Dear and 
possibly associated with Rev. George C. Odom. Any 
clue is a good one, at this point. There are so very 
many Texas Odoms who wiD have a tie to this 
family. 

Jess Paul Odom, born I October 1913 in Jena, 
laSalle Parish, Louisiana, died 16 September 1998 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. He was the youngest of six 
children of tbe Rev. George Curtis Odom and 
Frankie J. Bradley. 

A Southern Baptist minister, the Rev. George 
Curtis Odom was born January 1876 in Lincoln 
Parish; his wife, Frankie J. Bradley, was born 
November 1882 in Louisiana. CatahouIa Parish mar-
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riage records show that they were married 21 De
cember 1898. The &mily of George C. Odom is 
found in Winn Parish in the cen!)l1S of 1900. 

George Curtis Odom was the son of William 
Auston Odom and Mary Jane McKenzie. The family 
ofWiDi.m A Odom is found in Lincoln Parish in the 
census of 1880. Children listed were John Thomas, 
Maggie D., Chartie J., Jesse Mallin, George Curtis, 
and Manie C. {)dom In 1900 Jesse M. was a 
resident of Jackson Parish and George C. was living 
in Wino Parish. 

William Auston Odom was bom 4 October 1832 
in Mississipp~ and died 21 August 1881 in Ruston, 
Lincoln Parish_ Mary Jane McKenzie was bom 19 
July 1842 and died in 1916 Louisiana. 

William AustOD Odom was the SOD of John Odom 
and Mary Copeland. John died in Lauderdale 
County, Mississipp~ and his widow, Mary, married 
Trippie Pope. In the Mississippi censu~ Lauderdale 
County, 1850, living in the Pope household were 
Mary M. Odom 19, William Odom 17, Eleanor 
Odom 15, and Elizabeth Odom 14. Their mother, 
Mary Pope 39, was bom in Georgia. 
John Odom was one of the sons of Malachi {)dom, 

who moved into southern Mississippi from Barnwell 
County. South Carolina and later to the new Slate of 
Texas. Many of the descendants of Malachi Odom 
are found in several counties of central Texas. 

Dorothy Odom Bruce, of Dallas TX, probably bas 
the most complete listing of descendants of Malachi. 

IF YOU WOULD UKETO AVAIL YOURSELF OF HFIFN' SEX

PERTISE THERE ARE A FEW GROUND Rt.1I..£S TO POI lOW. TInS 

HELPS TO AVOID DUPUCATION OF EFFORT. 

I . lNCLUD£AN ANCESTOR CHART AND FAMn.Y GROUP 

SHEEtS, AND ALWAYS US! TIre FEMAlES BY THEIR MAIDEN 

NAMES. 

2. un t1fE CENSUSES YOUHAVE SEARCHED BY YEAR., 

COUNTY AND PAGE. 

3. UST11iECOUNTY MARRlAGE RECORDS, CEMETERY 

RECORDS, AND PROBAlERECORDS YOU ALREADY HAVE READ. 

4 . USTntE lAND AND DEED RECORDS YOU HAVE ALREADY 

SEARCHED. 

5. STATE SPECIFICALLY THE tNFORMATlONYOU WANT. 

PLEASE NEVER SAY "JUST SEND ME ALL YOU KNOW ABmIT 

OOOMS IN OfORGlA" 

SEND YOUR QUERIES TO THE EDITOR AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

FOR INCLUSION IN THE JANUARY ISSUE. 



Greetings from ALABAMA 
The Heart of Dixie 

I had not planned 10 write about the 
weather this time ... but guess what...Hurricane 
Georges took care of that. Mobile had lots of wind, 
but not as bad as Frederic, and lots, and I mean lots 
of ram. There is still debris laying on most curbs 
ready to be picked up. I only lost power for 18 
hours. I stayed at my sister's home and she never 
lost power. so I managed fmc. Pascagoula, MS took 
the worst hit. 

The Odoms of Alabama had planned to meet in 
October, but we had to postpone due to the hurri
cane and my work schedule. My company has in
stalled new computer software and we are doing a 
lot of overtime. 

If anyone has an Odorn prospect in Alabama 
please e-mail or send me the information and "U get 
in touch. 

Priscilla Hollingshead 

Greetings from ARKANSAS 
The Land of Opportunity 

Greetings from the Ozarks of northwest Arkansas. 
We are enjoying the cool days and the wonderful 
color of our hills and mountains. All the moTe 

pleasant after the heat of the summer. 
I' ve had e-mail from several of you. It's so much 

fun. I hope everyone will share their e-mail address. 
Ours is eodom@ArkansasUSA.com I hope to 
work up some kind of letter to send out that will get 
some interest worked up in Arkansas. 

Emma Cox Odom and R. D. 

Greeting from CALIFORNIA 
The Golden State 

• . ,. 

Our South Carolina family reaUy made us feel 
welcome and we know we wiU visit again! NOA was 
attended by new people and we are grateful for 
being able to add new faces and friends to our 
family. Thanks again to aU who did so much. Those 
of you who were unable to come, you were missed. 
We hope our paths will once again cross. 

Dale's nephew has been able to talk to a lady who 
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has found more on our Pleasant Odom family. We are 
going to get in contact with her soon. Then we will 
pass the information along to those interested. 

Thanks to whomever brought the New Market 
United Methodist Church Cook Book to NOA. I 
have been cooking "southern" in northern California! 

Natalie, Don. Dale and Paula feel so much a part of 
you all: We worried about those of you who were 
involved in such weather extremes. At least there 
were no favorites. Everyone seemed to have a 
weather related problem. But poor Texas! We all 
have a good bit to be thankful for . 

The California Odoms AKA Dale and Paula Tucker 

Greetings from FLORIDA 
The Sunshine State 

This is your FL rep once again reporting 
from NC. The leaves have turned and now they're 
falling. So is the temperature. See you in Florida 
shortly. 

NOA is in need ofa couple of things membership 
and money. So here' s how we' re going to help. Every 
Florida member is going to renew their membership. 
And in addition send an application with your check 
for a new member. You can do it! It won' t hurt- may 
even make you feel good. Preferably you' ll pick some 
relative in Florida for your gift membership but kin 
folks anywhere will work. Please do it now. The 
October issue will be mailed to the new member as 
soon as your check is received. 

That done let ' s work on genealogy. Send the editor 
something about your research and your family tree. 
A writer in the Clay County NC newspaper wrote a 
very interesting article about his 72 year old friend. He 
recounted the man's ancestral ties. The concluding 
paragraph is real food for thought. He writes of his 
friend : "'He continues to diligently assemble the his
tory of his family, so that future generations may more 
readily understand the enormous contributions this 
group of early settlers and their descendants have 
made not only to this community. but to others 
throughout this land." 

Charles A. Odom 

(Conlinutd On pug' 7) 
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Greetings from GEORGIA 
The Empire State of the South 

We had a wonderful time in Charleston as did OUT 

guests from Jacksonville . Jim and May DeTulLis 
enjoyed seeing so many getting together for fun and 
fellowship. We aU agreed the quilt in the Genealogy 
Room was outstanding. 

The third weekend of October is the Henderson
Odom Reunion in Hazlehurst. GA. Hundreds anive 
from all over the south. Joseph Martin came from 
CA and we had some fIrst lime visitors in Walter 
Hinson and his wife from Vero Beach, FL. 

The activities begin on Friday night with more of 
the family arriving on Saturday. The pig-pickin' is 
the highlight of the afternoon with games before and 
after, and, of course, the talent show at night. On 
Sunday many gather for devotions followed by the 
family portraits and Sunday dinner. Each year a 
table cloth is autographed by all present and then 
given away. Joshua Tyson was the winner. 

Kitty Henderson 
P\C"fURFTJHFRE ALL THE 000M FIRST COJSINS AITENDfNG. 

FRONT: CALVIN HaIoERsoN. MAluE TySON. AONES PERRJrr. Tuoo 
<>oc:.... BAOC Juuus H ENOCRSON. Boa <>oc:..... OscAR <>oc:..... J ACK 

000M. MINH.EDELL TAYLOR. CHAALESOooP.1. 

Greetings from ILLINOIS 
Land of Lincoln 

I hope Texas notices that Illinois has doubled its 
membership in the NOA! With Neal and Angela 
Odom of Erie, IL joining me we have increased by 
100%. And we hope it doesn' t stop there . 
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The summer is a busy time for me as I fill the 
pulpit for many of my colleagues on vacation. I' m 
sorry J didn' t get to the reunion, but I'm glad to be a 
part of the National Odom Assembly. 

James H. adorn 

Greetings ITom KENTUCKY 
The Bluegrass State 

If we don' t get some rain KY will have to change 
the welcome signs to The Brown Grass State. 

I've been working on some new members. But 
that was interrupted by a great surprise birthday 
party .ttended by almost 50 friends and family. 
We've got enough Gift Certificates to eat well. 

James E. Odom 

Greetings from Louisiana 
The Bayou State 

Our compliments ofYic and Lynn for the great job 
they did hosting the NOA in Charleston. Robert and 
I enjoyed it even more since our daughter, Linda, 
was able to join us for the weekend. Wasn' t it nice 
to see charter member, Fountain and Jimmy, from 
Charlotte as well as Bertha Cosby. AL 

Gay Tapscott Odom 

Greetings from New Mexico 
Land of Enchantment 

During 1998 we were able to vis it all our siblings 
from California and Kentucky. We also saw our 
children in the states of Washington and Pennsylva
nia. That was a rare privilege! We stayed with Steve 
and Gloria Tromm1er for a week in Terre Hill, P A. 
Gloria is responsible for the NOA web site. 

One of the big events this year was the NOA 
get-together in Charleston, see our adorn cousins. 

Since my oldest Odom ancestors, James W. 
Odom. Sr. and wife, Ann, had been residents of 
Southampton Co., Y A in 1770 and a deed of 1773 
placed them as residents in Northampton Co .. NC. 
we decided to do a bit of research while we were in 
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the East after the NOA meetings. 
We visited the library in Raleigh, NC. Later we did 

research at the archives of a Federal Building in 
Hillsborough, NC. We didn ' t find much on the 
Odoms; we checked on the Walkers and Kings, who 
are also my ancestors. 

We drove almost 5000 miles during our July and 
August trip. After resting a bit we were off to Rio 
Rancho. NM to be with some of the family from 
USS Plaice (SS390); we served together during 
W.W.II in the Pacific. 

George C. Odom, Jr. 

Greetings from North Carolina 
The Tar Heel State 

The North Carolina General Assembly continues 
to set records. Its "short"session has become the 
longest in the state's history. As I. write thi.s (Oct, 
26) we are still going. Every state m the Uruon and 
the United States Congress has completed its work. 
Not us Tar Heels! 

I have sent out 200 invitations to Odoms to join 
our group. Not much success. I think a javed-up 
brochure would entice folks into joining us. 

A big "thank you" to Victor and his family for all 
the work and effort put into the NOA. It was one of 
the best. Brother Jimmy and J greatly enjoyed acting 
out the skit of "The Spirits of Archibald and Isaac 
adorn in 1750". 

The mountains of North Carolina are beautiful 
right now. V'all come. Jane and I have an authentic 
mountain cabin in the high country of Avery 
County elevation about 3800'--only five miles 
from Grandfather Mountain. The cabin was build 
about 1895 by Willie Oakes, probably a vulgariza
tion of the Odom name! If you would Like to spend a 
few days there, let me know. It's beautiful, but 
rustic. Cost? Bring your own linens and clean up 
when you leave. Forty thousand Frasier Fir Christ
mas trees surround the place. 

the christening of my granddaughter, Jane Oya Willi
ford. It was played and sung at the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church in Raleigh. 

Fountain Odom 

Greetings from Oklahoma 
The Sooner State 

Vic and Lynn did a conswnmate job of planning for 
the NOA. We didn't even mind the rain considering 
the drought in so many other places. The auction was 
a nice addition and went well. Many thanks. 

Glenn and I enjoyed working with Dorothy Odom 
Bruce in the genealogy room. Lots of activity there. 
Dorothy is very well organized and helpful about 
everything but hints about the 50's picture contest. 

After the NOA Glenn and I went to Boone-Hall 
Plantation in Me Pleasant, SC. We met a woman from 
Tulsa who shared the Boone family ladder with us. 
And then on to Charles Town Park and Jason Cox, a 
delightful, well-infOlllled historian and Cox research. 
Emma, here' s a great resource . 

While we were in the NC Archives we became 
acquainted with Kenneth adorn. !-Ie's researching t~c 
Odoms and we obtained his address and have sent him 
an NOA application blank. Our editor has pro mised 

to send him an issue. 

Thelma Pope Blackburn 

Greetings from South Carolina 
The Palmetto State 

Lynn and I hope everyone is in good health and 
enjoying life. Our trip to Europe after the NOA was 
remarkable. Lynn was busy doing research for her 
Ph.D.but all three of us managed to see a good bit. 

Thanks to all for allowing SC to host the reunion. 

In my free moments away from the NC Se~t~, a 
law practice, varied business interests, campalgnmg. 
and being the patriarch of our clan., my .grand.son 
says, "'the oldest living Odom" , I try to wnt~ a httle 
poetry and music . The most recent was wntten for 8 

Lynn and I will always remember it. We were gratified 
by the number of young people attending; they ~e the 
very future of our organization. It was refreshmg to 
see them having so much fun together. Many thanks 
to all the cousins who assisted so ably with the daily 
duties during the reunion . The Hospitality Room was 
a true cornucopia of delights. Perhaps the most re
warding aspect of the NOA is the way everyone 
pitches in to make our time together enjoyable and 

(Corr,,,,utd orr pog~ 9) 
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rewarding. 
We are ready for Tampa with our new president , 

Virginia Odom and her right hand man, Joe. Ginny, 
you two have the entire NOA membership behind 
yo u. Call on us for support. 

Thanks to Frank Odom for being the state rep. I' U 
try to do well in his place. South Carolina has Odoms 
all over. We need to touch base and tell them about 
our organization. If you have anyone you'd like con· 
tacted. let me know. 

Victor L. Odom. Jr. 

Greetings from TEXAS 
The Lone Star State 

• . "I' ~ .' . , '\ ' 

Jake, Kathy and I enjoyed Charleston; seeing aU our 
o ld friends and making new ones as welL The histori· 
cal sites in SC abound. There were lots of things to 
see and do between Palestine, TX and Charleston, 
sc. And we tried to do most of them. 

Now Tampa is in the offing with twenty years of 
NOA to reflect on. How we got started and arrived at 
this point was with a great family organization. Kat.hy 
and I have been busy contacting some new cousms 
here through the internet and hope to get the word 
oul to mo re about our group. 

As of now, we plan a state meeting in the spring of 
1999. We are expanding O f] our Cherokee Co. Texas 
Odoms at a good pace. I may call upon area represen· 
tative again to help us regain our large membership. 
Meanwhile. let 's aU alert aU Odoms to the 20 years of 
celebrating Odoms of America, our anthem. 

Jimmy Ray Odorn 

The happy, dry. explorers of the Edisto river. 
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The Spotlight this 

• • mo nth becomes a mm! 
history lesson as Emma 
Cox Odom details her 
participation in the NOA. 

R.D. and Emma attended the first gathering of Odoms 
in Eufaula, AL. Tampa will mark their twentieth 
consecutive reunion. But her interest in genealogy 
really began when she helped her son work up a 
Family Chart for a school assignment. She also de· 
cided to trace all of R.D. 's eight brothers as a matter 
of family interest. 

Emma became the Arkansas state representative in 
1984, following John Lee Odorn, now deceased. In 
1989 she accepted the Vice·Presidency and prepared 
to host the 1990 NOA in Ft. Smith, AR. Emma has 
been a faithful rep since 1991 . 

Her quest 
of ancestors 
has lead them 
to many rela· 
tives, cout· 
hou s e s, 
graveyards, 
libraries and 
archives. And 
aU in a good 

---cause. 
EMMA, R.D. AND OA\JGIIT[k, VICKI SINGLETON 

Richard Oldham b. 1789 
John Odorn b. 1824 

Isaac Brown Odorn b. 25 Apr 1844 (He fought in 
the Civil War; married and had 9 sons.) 

William Mattison Odom h. 8 Apr 1879 
R.D. Odorn b. 26 June 1924 

A niece, Ira M. (Tootic) Dennis has worked with us 
in our research. We have gathered many lines and 
hope to share then with others working on the same 
line . Genealogy is more than just a hobby. AJex Haley 
said. "It 's a hunger to know who my family is and 
where they came from, It 's a vacuum unfilled, an 
emptiness and a deep disquieting of loneliness." 

Besides geneaJogy, Emma enjoy keeping sc rap
books with a daily diary and taking pictures. '''It helps 
me remember every day is a gift from God and time 
needs to be used wisely." 

Her wish is that NOA wiU grow stro nger and that 
the next generation will cany the torch high, 



FOR THE RECORD 
The newest Odom in the Malachi Odom line is 

Dawson Clay Odom, son of James Michael Odom 
and Jennifer Trask Odom. David William and Judy 
Willson Odom are the paternal grandparents; 28 
September 1998; 6 lb. 10.5 oz and 20.5 inches long. 

Charles Augustus Odom celebrated his 75th 
birthday with his family in October. True birthdate: 21 
September 1923 . Charlie is pictured her with his 
brotbers; Theo, 91 , (left) and Jack, 86, (middle). 
More than 250 years ofOdom-living here! 

Deceased: Virginia Gohen Odom, 84. Evansville. 
IN,3 October 1998. Formerly of Morganfield, KY, 
she was a member of the Morganfield First Baptist 
Church. Surviving are a son, Jesse and granddaughter, 
Sibe) Marie Odom; sisters. Ruth Pickard Herndon of 
Evanville and Lois Mitchell of Louisville, KY; broth
ers, Casey Goben of Morganfield and Robert Goben 
of Henderson, KY. 

New Address: Susan Hollis Garrett and David III 
along with Simba the Cat have moved to Dallas: 

9456 TimberleafDrive 
Dallas, TX 75243-6124 214/349-9633 

New e-mail addresses: 
Indiana rep: Betty Haskett: mjba2@aol.com 
Bob and Catby Bruce Purdy : rpurdy@Sprynet.com 
Thomas and Bobbie Odom: btodom@aoLcom 

Sadie Odom Lovett reports her grandson, Adam 
Lovett, graduated from Rutherford High School in 
Panama City last year. That's the same year Sadie 
celebrated her 50th high school reunion. Adam's class 
had 375; Sadie's 39. That's a good rcnection of the 
growth in the Panhandle of Florida. 
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Queries 
Neal Birdie Odom, Jr. POB 268. Erie IL 61250 is 
still seeking info reo his father, Neal Birdie Odom, 
S,., b. 1892, Roan Mtn, TN and g.futber, Waits,1 
Odo"" dob and dod unknown. Neal would appreciate 
any researchers doing TN Odoms to keep his project 
in mind. More info in the Oct.97 issue. 

Frances Lavinia Odom James, 2877 Winder Hwy., 
Jefferson, GA, 30549 is seeking info reo Richard 
Odom, dob and dod unknown. 
I. Richard Odom 

Ann 
2. Jordan Odom b. 18 Jan 1800; SC 

d. 20 Apr 1855; Columbus. GA 
Elizabeth Barker b. 08 May 1807 

d. 19 Jan 1854; Columbus.GA 
3. Alonzo Leander Odom b. 19 Sept 1839 

Bibb Co. GA 
d. 29 May 1896 

Harris Co. GA 
Nancy Lavinia Wallace b. 31 May 1840 

Talbotton, GA 
d.21July1901 

Columbus. GA 
4. Wallace Odom b. 7 May 1878 

? 
• 

Harris Co, GA 
d. 6 Jan 1966 Atlanta, GA 

5. Frances Lavinia Odom 
b.22Aug 1912 

Macon,GA 

Thomas J. Odom, POB 302, Trinidad, CA 95570 is 
hoping son£One will come across Elkana Odom of 
Sampson and Duplin Co. NC and later of Georgia c. 
1810. Thelma Blackburn has submitted (Oct, '95) 
copy of Grantee Index (1784) from Sampson Co. NC 
showing Elkana Odom as a grantee. The same page 
shows Riley Odom as a Grantee also. Cloyce Odom, 
wasn't your Riley William Odom b. 13 Feb. 1796 
from Sampson Co., NC? An uncle or his father? 

1998-1999 Dues of$20.oo should be remitted to: 

Eina Hayuk!s Counterman 
1102 North Weenonah 
Claremore, OK 74017 



Entertainment al the Sheraton was provided by the membership. Isaac and Archibald provided outslanding genealogical 

humor. The Doctors Odom played Ihe harp while Julius and Kiny appeared as the Candy Store ''Suckers'', More slorytellers included 
Freddie Preston, James E, Odom ... "The Wonder Drug is Here Today'· ... and Ginny Odom; musician Frank Odom played his fife 
and the Arkansas and Texas combo sang the Ping Pong Song. Ericka Orvin-Blakely with her mother's assistance performed a 
classic scene from the Life of a 50 's Teenager. All are to be commended for their cooperation and good spirils. 

A visit from Isaac and Archibald Odom., 
courtesy of Fountain and Jimmy Odom, NC 

The Hospitality Room 

AnnWebster & Larry Tucker. UT 

• 

-

, \ ' 0/ 

• t, .. .. 
A great medley rendered by the MIS(celaneou,) STATES. 

Priscilla Hollingshead, Ai 

Nifty Fifty Couple, Kitty and 
Julius Henderson. Hazlehurst. GA 

-

Harriet & George Odom. NM 



NOA Newlsetter 
National Odom Assembly 
3990 Irma Shores Drive 
Orlando, FL 32817-1621 

Would you like to see what went 
on in Charleston? Check it out on 
the web site. 
http://www.geocities.comIHeart~ 

IandlRanch/5200/98Noapix 

Thanks to Dorothy Odom Bruce 
SSSSSSS$SSS$$$SSSS$$SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS$$SSSSSSSSS 
98-99 98-99 98-99 98-99 98-99 98-99 98-99 98-99 

Our fiscal year operates from July I to June 30. 
Thus the membership dues are overdue! It helps us 
Qut so much if you just mail your check for $20.00 
to: Elna Counterman 

1102 N. Weenonah 
Claremore, OK 74017-4220 

If you are a new member you may tell us your earliest 
Odom ancestor with some dates and send an ancestor 
sheet. Remember, your membership entitles you to 
queries and the expert help of our resident genealo
gist, Helen Odum HarreU, as well as our quarterly 
newsletter. 

Thanks for your cooperation and help in saving us 
time and postage! 

BULK RATE 
U. S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT NO 465 
ORLANDO, FL 

Send the following information with your dues: 

Name' ________________________________ __ 

Address ______________________________ _ 

C;ty ________ St .. __ ZIP _____ _ 

Phoo~L __ L) ________ ~F~ ______________ _ 

E-mail, ________________ _ 

Earliest Odom bOIll where' ________________ _ 

died, _______ where, _ __________________ _ 

Let's make the January issue a special issue with 
many queries and an emphasis on family Lines. Submit 
your queries as soon as you can to the editor. 
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