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TWENTIETH AL NOA MEETS IN TAMPA 

Dear NOA Cousins and Friends, 
Joe and I have been a little behind the times with 

our plans for our J 999 reunion bere in Tampa. We 
have had a more important task to attend to. We 
are pleased to announce the anival of Pbil1ip Den
nie Rhoten on June 6, 1999. 
Weighing in at 9 Ibs. 12 oz. and 
more than 21 inches long, Phillip 
was born to Joe's niece, Nancy. 
Nancy bas been our foster 
llaughter since she was 14 years 
old, so of course we consider 
Phillip our grandchild. It is al
most a given that you will get to 
!Oee him in July. He is almost like 
our American Express we 
never leave borne without him 

We have bad a number 
inquires about the National 
Odom Assembly meeting in 
Tampa as a result of the notices 
placed in the Genealogical 

N 

A 

Helper and many of the genealogical and historical 
associations in the southeast. The website has also 
engendered interest. We hope to welcome some 
new guests and potential members. 

I am bopefuJ that this year' s reunion will draw 
members who may have passed on previous re
unions because they did not have the time to take 
their families on vacation and attend the NOA. This 
year it ' s easy to do both. 

There will be packets of information for you at 
Registration. Our schedule is reprinted in this issue. 
At a meeting on the 15th of June the sales manager 
at the Radisson agreed to extend the time for the 
special rates provided the rooms are available. 
CALL NOW TO INSURE THE $79.00 RATE 

FOR TWO DOUBLE BEDS, DOUBLE OCCU
PANCY. 1/800/333-3333. SpecifY NOA. 

Please register ahead of time with me so I may have 
the name tags ready at check in. I need your check as 
a commitment for both the Friday and Saturday night 

meals. I must make the reserva-
--,- with the cateting staff a 

in advance. Please mail 
information and funds be-

10th ofJuly. That's my 

And don 't forget your pirate 
for Saturday evening' s 

. Those of you who have 
,een to a previous reunion re

how much fun it was 
receive a door prize. Bring 

a gift that is symbolic of 
area and will serve as a 

for the person 
receives it. 

We look forward to seeing all 
of you once again and to meeting our new friends with 
an interest. in Odom genealogy. 

Virginia and Joe Odom 

Thin-g ... o do: 

1. McU:"' .. ~atiofl4'atthe-R~ 
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~/M'Id., ~een.-

q.. 13 .. iKlfr ma.nwia.l~ .... 
..... "'0"-com.p~witJt, • 1'7 . 
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Virginia Odom 
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Susan Hollis Garrett 
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Dallas, TX 75243-6124 
214/349-9633 
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The NOA Newsletter 
is published quarterly by the National 
0:I0m Assembly. Information in this 
p.1blicatioo is f1 interest to those p eopJe 
doing genealogical h &earch on the 
names Odom. Odum, Odam, Oldham, 
etc. Assistance is offered and research 
shand in lineage, as ~1I as biographical 
and hisloricallewrds. Pellowship is 
fostered through newsletter contents and 
the annua1 NOA meetings held the the 
third v,tEkend in July. 

NOA State Representatives 
AI ...... Priscilll Hollingsh-nd, 1326 Lutcm Drive 

Mobile, AL 36608 334/414-9986 
PHoLlin528@aol.com 
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Mississiwi A J. Odom, Jr. 217 S. Wain ... StJed 
Ridr'md, MS 39157 
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New Mexico C!MLt Cosby Odom, Jr., 802 S. Pllins PICk Drive 
RorNdJ. NM 81201~3619 505/625~ 1670 

GCJFIOE@prodigy.com 

North CarolinI Fountain Odorn, 1102 S. Tryoo Stred 
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Thelma Pope Blackburn, 1856 PlCnlm Drive 
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• Indicates new address. Chan&e your addres.1books. 
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Greetings from ALABAMA 
The Heart of Dixie 

Two issues in a row I have to write 
about sad happenings in my family. On 

At 

March 25, a cousin on my Hollingshead side of 
the family died in a Hattiesburg Hospital at the 
age of 58. Just five days later, my brother Carlis 
died after surgery at the age of 55, in Lufkin, TX; 
and on May 1 st, my nephew (my sister Fannie 
Taylor's only son), David died while golfing with 
his son, Zachary. He was only 46 years old. 

While I have been busy, I did find time to travel 
to Jones County, MS and spend a few hours at 
the Laurel and Ellisville Courthouses, and the 
Grove Hill, AL Courthouse. I also spent part of a 
day at the Jackson, MS Archives. I found a few 
dates, but not as many as I would have liked. 
Everything, everything takes more time than you 
would think! 

The wedding of my nephew, Jason McDonald, 
No. 70 On Alabama's Crimson Tide, will he on 
July 17 in Tuscaloosa. I'm going to be there. 

But [ encourage all Alabama members to enlist 
a new member. Growth will belp us all to open up 
better lines of communication reo Odom research. 

Priscilla Holfingshead 
phollin528@aol.com 

Greetings from ARKANSAS AI> 
The Land of Opportunity , ''--

Twenty years ago when we attended the first 
Odom meeting in Eufaula, AL we had no inkling 
that we wou1d be attending the twentieth NOA. 
R.D. and I have made every one of tbem. It has 
been fun, exciting and rewarding to learn about 
our Odoms. We've had our share of dead ends, 
but we have bad many doors open. Most reward
ing has been aU the wonderful people we have 
learned to love and appreciate. Each of you are 
like members of our very own family. 

R.D. and I don ' t make a lot oflong range plans, 
but we have our computer and we stay up with 
the NOA news. We enjoy our e-mail: It is such an 
easy and quick way to stay in contact with our 
many nieces and nephews. R.D. is their favorite 
uncle, the last of the line of William Mattison 

Odom And we always have a child or grandchild eager 
to go to the NOA with us. That is gratifYing. 

We'll see you in Tampa. Travel safe! 

Our Elders Are Passing 

Our elders are passing one by one 
Surely gone forever, until there 8re none. 
Their beautiful memories, their knowledge of the past, 
Soon will be lost, and beyond our grasp. 
The past is prologue, so delicate to retain, 
Slipping slowly from our grasp till nothing remains, 
For our elders are passing, so sad but so true. 
And with them their memories and all that they knew. 
It's urgent for sure, to record each thought of every 
family elder, so it 's not for naught. 
So generations remember the beauteous past, will retain 
that knowledge and ensure it wi1Ilast. 
There'll be no better time, then than right now, to begin 
your quest, or to renew your vow, 
So locate your elders, and schedule that meeting, 
In view of the fact that time is so fleeting. 

Jack M. Williams 

Greetings from GEORGIA 
The Empire State 

We can 't wait for the meeting in July. It 
has been a long time since we've been in Tampa, so we 
are really looking forward to this meeting. Have you 
made your plans? Now is the hour. All Georgia members 
received a note urging them to get their registrations to 
Ginny so she can complete all the plans. 

We have just returned from California where we visited 
our daughter, Linda, and her family. In fact , we kept her 
boys while she and G.G. went to Hawaii. It gave us a 
chance to visit places like Mexico, San Diego, San Juan 
Capistrano (no swallows), attend the Sunday service at 
the Crystal Cathedral and visit the aquarium at Long 
Beach. It was a lovely trip and we enjoyed every minute 
ofit. 

It is so hot and dry bere. We have had very little rain. 
You can imagine how the crops look. Some irrigation is 
going on and we were able to get some com and squash 
to put in the freezer. We also have made some pickJes. 

Linda has e-mail and we were able to pull the site of 
(Contin l/la on pogl 4) 
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Dot Wirth in Baton Rouge. We sent an e-mail and 
she answered. That was the first time on the 'net 
and it was fun . 

We urge all members to meet us in Tampa in 
July for a great NOA. 

God is so good. 

Julius aod Kitty Henderson 

Gleetings from FWRIDA 
The Sunshine State 

Jeanne and I are getting ready to 
retiJe for the second time. We have a contract on 
the Orlando house and are looking forward to 
escaping from the yard duties and some other 
chores when we move to ClelfiJOnt, FL, about 30 
miles due west of Orlando. I hope we've moved 
in by the time we get to Tampa. 

1 had nice phone chats with most of the Florida 
members. Perhaps I can get the missing phone 
numbers in Tampa. Many promised to be there 
and I'm looking forward to seeing them. I've 
enlisted for the canoe trip; whether for ballast or 
muscle, I'm not sure. 

I do want to remilld everyone, Floridians and 
the entire membership to bring along your records 
for comparison and reference purposes. I received 
a new CD set of Family Tree Maker for Father's 
Day and I'm looking forward to up-dating my 
materials with the new software. 

And don 't forget a goodie for the Hospitality 
Room and a door prize for the Banquet. 

Clarles Odom 

Gleetings from INDIANA 
The Hoosier State 

We're busy with end of school activities. Dan 
graduated from high scbool in early June. Mike is 
celebrating his first anniversary of being smoke
free. The twins are out of school and looking 
forward to their senior year. They win visit with 
us in JulY. I bope everyone bas a safe and bappy 
Slimmer. 
Betty Odom Haskett 

Gleetings from KENTUCKY 
The Bluegrass State 

Lots of birthday celebrations during the 
past month. Helen celebrated her 77th recently; our great 
grandson, Griffin Truax, will be 4 years going on 13 in 
June, and our great granddaughter, DyI1an Pennington 
has started walking and will be visiting us this week along 
with our granddaughter and daughter, Amanda Penning
ton and Cathy Odom Pennington. Amanda has completed 
her second year at Georgetown University in Kentucky 
aod bas enrolled at Marshall University in W. VA. Sbe 
has a 4.0 record and we are very proud of her. 

Helen aod I are sorry to be unable to attend the NOA in 
Tampa this year. I have to go in for more laser treatment 
on my right eye on JulY 14th. I won't be able to drive 
comfortably for about two weeks. 

I have heeD assisting with teaching a Senior Citizen 
course in driving for the AAA This gives seniors a 10% 
discoUbt on auto insurance. We stay busy with this as 
there are many classes. 

James and Helen {)dom 

Gr ... ' iugs from MISSISSIPPI 
The Magnolia State 

/ 
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I've joined the ranks of those whose business changed 
computer systems at work.. Most of my time is spent 
teaming the new software. 1 haven't had time to do much 
research this year. But that time is coming. 

We have a new grandson, Trace {)dom Miller; and our 
granddaughter. Autumn Walker, is a finalist in the Pre-
Teen Mississippi again this year. 

This is my first report for the newsletter aod I'd like to 
familiarize you with where my Odoms were located. 
Calhoun county is in north central Mississipp~ and my 
gr. gr. graodfather buih the first bouse in Pittsboro (c. 
1852) in that COUbty. It was a grocery store as wen as the 
meeting place for the Board of Police and was the site of 
the first Circuit Court ever beld in the county. 

We're looking forward to seeing everyone in Tampa. 

Johnny and Janice Odom 

CONCRA TULA TIONS to Henrietta Odom Luttmer as she was 
selected the 1999 Teacher rI the Year in Sallislaw. OK. Henrietta 
is the School.wide Title One Reading Specialist at Liberty Elemen· 
tary and 'MHks with Kindergarten, Pirst and Se ::ond grade students. 
Now she will submit a pol tfolio for the OkJahoma Teach rI the 
Year competition. Good luck, but we know you are a winner! 



Greetings from NEW MEXICO. USA 
The Land ofEncbantment 

Chicago is called "The Windy City" 
and so it is. Harriet and I studied there during 
1946-51 , just after World War II . In reality, 
Chicago has a major competitor for the title. After 
we retired from mission work in Brazil in 1987. 
we moved to Roswell, NM. Sometimes the winds 
rush down the eastem slope of the Rocky Moun
tains and hit Roswell with terrific force. In the dry 
season the winds bring clouds of dust into our 
area. But we like our city as a retirement area. It 
is located in the high desert, about 3,570 ft. high. 
The annual rainfall is about ten inches. The farm-
ers use irrigation water from the Pecos River. 

Melodie Joy Odom Marnell, our oldest daugh
ter moved here in 1976 as a franchisee of the 
Burger King Corporation. Over the years ber 
business bas expanded. Currently she has 14 
restaurants in southeastern New Mexico and east 
Texas. Recently Melodie was selected as one of 
this year's top 25 woman business owner in New 
Mexico. Sbe was ranked fourth out of the 25. 
"Melodic has other businesses in Roswell not re
lated to Burger King. 

Harriet and 1 are very grateful for her achieve
ments. 

George Cosby Odom, Jr. 

Editor' s Note 
While Melodie Marnen credits much of her suc
cess to her stan: she told the interviewer for the 
local paper that "I am appreciative of the input my 
parents had in teaching me sound thrifty thinking 
and working hard. They taught me to be indepen
dent and to be spiritually minded and I think that 
has had a basis in my ability to work with people 
and strive for excellence." 

Greetings from 
NORTH CAROLINA 
The Tar Heel State 

I am sorry that I will Dot he able to attend the 
NOA in Tampa this year. My wife Jane, is contin
uing her fight against pancreatic cancer and I 

won't he able to travel down to Tampa. 
Kindest regards and best wishes for a grand reunion. 

Fountain Odom 

Greetings from OKLAHOMA 
The Sooner State 

• • ... 
1;. :(JIt' . .. -:....,. -
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We had a great time at our OK OooM May reunion in 

Tulsa. Our newest NOA member, Eva M. Odom joined 
us for the day; many members were unable to attend but 
"joined" us by phone and e-mail so we could stay abreast 
of the happenings in their lives. 

Glenn and I are going to spend a few weeks in North 
Carolina returning to Bartlesville for a convention later. 
Then it will be time to have Elna Counterman join us for 
the drive to Florida and the NOA reunion. 

We're looking forward to enjoying everyone's com
pany in Tampa. 

Thelma Pope Blackburn 

Greetings form SOUTH CAROLINA 
The Palmetto State 

We bope all our NOA cousins are wen and able! Our 
1999 reunion is near and we are ready to make the trip 
south to Florida. I was discussing the trip with a c0-

worker who was raised in florida and be suggested we 
visit Cedar Key on our way to Tampa. A look at the map 
verifies an island in the Gulf near the Suwannee Sound. 
Sounds like an adventure. Perhaps we can trade stories 
about the most unusual site visited on the way to the 
NOA. 

Lynn is out of school for vacation now and Ericka is 
out for the summer. Ericka received an Award of Merit 
for Outstanding intellectual Achievement in the South 
Carolina Junior Scholars Identification and Development 
Program at tbe school Awards Program.. Lynn is work
ing in the yard and enjoying her life. 

1999 bas been a busy year thus far. Our South Carotin a 
membership seriously needs to grow. There are loads of 
Odom folks around and we need to continue trying to 
gamer their attention. Perhaps we could address meth
ods of doing this at the reunion. I'd like to hear some of 
the other state representative' s ideas. 

S- (Con';III/,dOffpGgr6) 



Virginia and Joe have been working hard in 
preparation for the troops' arrival. Our reunion 
will be great; we can 't wait to see ya'll once 
again. The canoe trip will be the beginning of an 
excellent time together. Wonder if the HjJlshor
ough is as cold as the Edisto? Of course, it would 
never rain in the Sunshine State! 

Victor L. Odom, Ir. 

en wtings from TEXAS 
The Lone Star State 

Time flies when you're having 
fun! We have bad so many things going on it's 
hard to believe. A storm on April second was not 
fooling around: It put two trees on the top of our 
house. We had to get tree trimmers and removers 
to get them of[ Then the repairs! The insurance 
company did a good job of paying otf- it ' s an ill 
wind that blows no good. 

Since I was the builder of the house I was able 
to do all the repairs with some belp. Everything is 
fine now. 

We'll have a good number of Texans in Tampa. 
My brother Wallace and his wife Beverly and 
theit daughter and theit kids bope to be there. 
We' ll have two grandkids too. 

I'm sure that many of you will be reading for 
the first time of the passing of Doris Bames 
Odom, Dorothy Odom Bruce's mother, and wife 
of Ray Odom. Sbe was a special friend. We shall 
miss her much, but our loss is Heaven's gain. 
Another loss is Edward Lewis Odom, who at
tended our Austin NOA He was a brother to Paw 
Odom. All of them are our cousins. 

We are looking forward to the 20th annual 
meeting of our NOA I will have copies of the 
attendance of the first meeting in Eufaula, AL. 
See you aD soon. 

Jimmy Ray Odom 

Greetings from WASHINGTON 
The Evergreen State 

t""' .. , . - . 

We, Marcos and Georgette Odom Pereira have 
been living in Redmond, WA for tbe past II 
years Marcos working as a software design en-

gineer for Microsoft. 
Our fiunily now bas the privilege of spending one or 

two years in Brazil near Marcos' side of the family. We 
leave June 24, 1999. We' ll be living in a town just outside 
the city of Fortaleza, Ceara, in northeast Brazil It 's a 
lovely coastal city where I went to school as a missionary 
kid. (My parents are George and Harriet Odom, Roswell, 
NM.) My niece, Christina Trommler, daughter of Steve 
and Gloria TroDlmler, will be living with us for a year. 
What an opportunity to explore her family roots! Both 
Christine and my oldest daughter are thirtwn and will 
attend Fortaleza Academy, an American school for mis
sionary kids, where the Odom children attended while 

• growmg up. 
Our two younger daughters, Sandra loy,7, and Debo

rah Jane, 5, will attend the Brazilian schoo~ Colegio Jim 
Willson. This is a private school owned and run by 
Marcos' parents, Jose and Risomar Periera. 

We' re looking forward to this time with the Brazilian 
side of the family as well as allowing the girls the 
opportunity to learn the Portuguese language. 

Jfyou want to contact us, our e-mail is: 
marcosrp@hotmaiLcom Come for a visit! 

Georgette Odom Perein 

OKl,AHOMA ODOM ON THE BIG SCREEN 
Don Odom of Guthrie, OK was recently interviewed 

and filmed by the British Broadcasting Corporation as a 
resource person in the preparation of a 
documentary in the Oklahoma Land Run 
of 1889. 
Do~ a NOA member, is the resident 

historian for Guthrie, OK, the Territorial 
and first capital city ofOklaboma. Guthrie 

was the focal point for the first of five land openings that 
was to eventually create the present state of Oklahoma. 

The documentary descn'bes the living conditions of the 
homesteaders and adventures of settling in a new, strange 
land in Indian Tellitory. The hour-long program was 
originally scbeduled to be televised throughout the 
United Kingdom about the middle of April, but as of now 
it is not known if it has been aired. The B. B. C. will send 
Odom a taped copy of the program 

Don's maternal grandparents, the C. B. Swartouts' 
came from Waverly, New York and took part in the Run, 
April 22, 1889. Don 's mother was born in Guthrie in 
1890. The Swartouts' participated in the second opening. 



(Continw~d from pDg' 6) 

the Sac and Fox tribal lands in September, 1891 , 
and co-founded the town of Cushing OK 

Don's lineage is from James Odom and Mary 
Crisp. His gr. gr. grandfather was Ben Franklin 
Odom (1809-1881), gr. grandfather, William 
Christer Odom, (1832) and grandfather, John 
Thaddeus Odom, (1860-1903). 

Don says it was an interesting experience and the 
six-member British film crew that took over his 
house were cha] millg people. Southwestern United 
States history is quite popular in England at this 
time and he is looking forward to seeing this taped 
program 

FOR THE 
Carlis Oevdand Hollingshead. Mr. Holling

shead, 55, died March 30 at Woodland Heights 
Hospital in Lufkin, TX. He was the son of the late 
Mr. and Mrs. Grover Hollingshead (Nola Mae 
Odom). Brookside Funeral Home was in charge 
and inte) blent was at Memorial Park Cemetery in 
Houston, TX. 

Survivors include his wife, Daisy Blaine Holling
shead of Huntington, TX, daughter, Sharon With
row and Christi Neese of Mobile and Elaine Aydell 
of Rose Sharon, TX; sons, Clevie Hollingshead of 
Mobile, Rohert J. Smith of Virginia and David 
Smith of Houston. Sisters, Lena Smith of Brandon, 
MS, Fannie Taylor and Grace Overstreet of Way
neshoro, MS and Priscilla Hollingshead ofMohile; 
brothers, Truett, Pensacola, FL, R..P. and Jeff 
Hollingshead of Wayneshoro, MS; and 13 grand
children. 

David Oifford Taylor, Jr., 46 of Waynesboro 
MS, died May I at Wayne General Hospital. He 
was the son of the late David Clifford Taylor, Sr. 
Funeral service were held Tuesday, May 4 at 
Freeman Funeral Home Cbapel. Interment fol
lowed at Serenity Gardens. 

Survivors include his wife, Viclcie Taylor of 
Waynesboro, son, Zachary Taylor of Waynesboro; 
his mother, Fannie Taylor of Waynesboro, sister, 
Tammy Taylor Smith of Heidelberg. 

Doris Alma Barnes Odom, 86, San Antonio 
and recently Dallas, died May 26, of Alweimer's 
Disease. A memorial service will be held Satur-

1 

day, July 3 at Central Presbyterian Church, 200 E. 8th 
Street, Austin, TX. Bright colors and flowers will be the 
order of the day, as Doris loved them both. Inteiment 
will be at Cedar Hill Cemetery in Rush, TX. 

Doris was very active in the Presbyterian Cburch in 
whatever city she and Ray lived. "Mema" was the 
instructor of the grandchildren for birds and bird calls 
and Show and Tell items of interest. 

She is survived by her hushand, Ray Howard Odom, 
Sr.; daughter, Dorothy Jean Odom Bruce (William 
Bruce, Jr.), Dallas; son, David William Odom, (Judith), 
Austin; Grandchildren: Catherine Colleen Bruce Purdy, 
Thomas Howard Bruce, Linda Ann Odom, Robert 
Boyd Odom, James Howard Odom, Andrew Michael 
Odom and three great grandchildren. Also surviving are 
brother, Maurice Edward Barnes and many nieces and 
nephews. 

Doris was ' pre-deceased by her son, Ray Howard 
Odom, Jr., in 1984. 

Kathryn Gale Jones Odom, 61 , died June 6, 1999 
after a ten year battle with breast cancer. She is survived 
by her daughter, Linda Ann Odom, by her son, Robert 
Boyd Odom, her parents, Claude and Inez Jones, her 
brother, James Robert Jones. She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Ray Howard Odom, Jr. and son, 
William Ray Odom. She once said she had lived many 
lives: Her life before ber marriage, ber married life, ber 
life as a widow, and her life with cancer. She never 
failed to help a friend in need or to he a loving support 
to her family 

STILL A VAIl ABLE 
ODUMJOOOM Research Notes 

North Carolina and South Carolina: 
The Early years 

This is not a genealogy of any particular Odum fam
ily, no charts or family group sheets, but abstracts of 
legal records of the surname Odum/Odom found in 
NC. and SC, majoring in the years prior to 1850. 

Census records 1790 through 1850, plus Soundex 
1880 land records wills and administrations, court 
minutes, guardian bonds, marriage records, etc; also 
Rev. War Pension files in much detail 

Soft cover, 375 pages, maps and index, 8 112 x 11 
Send a check for $30.00 to cover book and mailing: 

Helen Odum HarreD 
8418 Rocky Path 

San Antonio, TX 78250 



The Genealogist's 
Addressbook 

Found in most Libraries 

When I decided to send pul>
licity releases to any genealogi
cal organization within a days drive of Tampa, I 
called a former genealogy instructor for belp. She 
told me to head for the Downtown Library and 
ask fOT tbe above. 

What a wealth of information: With ease I was 
able to obtain name and address; telephone, fax., 
and e-mail data along with website addresses, a 
contact person, and even bows of operation when 
applicable. 
This massive volume is divided into four parts: 

Part 1- National Addr ..... : National Archives, 
Government DepaJ tment and Agencies, Vita] 
Records Offices, Major Research Libraries, Na
tional Historical Societies and Independent Pul>
Iishers. 

Part U- State Addresses: Archives and Li
braries, Historical Societies, Latter Day Saints 
Family History Centers, Genealogical Societies 
and Independent Publishers. 

Pan Ill-Ethnic and Religious Organizations 
and Religious Centers. 

Part IV- Special Resources: Lineage, Heridity 
and Patriotic Societies. ego Revolutionary War~ 
Surname Registry, Adoption Registry Search 
Groups; Lililligration Research Center; Genealog
ical computer software; Professional Bodies; 
Newspaper cohllrms; Publishers: Booksellers, An
tiquarian Book Dealers, Lending Libraries, Radio 
programs and Miscelaneous. 

This is a book that you shou1d ask for just to 
peruse. Then, when you need it, you will be 
familair with its contents. As you make your 
cursory inspection, I'm sure you wi" find an 
address or two that you' ll want to copy down to 
be able to seek some more information on your 
ancestors. I found some that may help me with 
tracing my Peter and Annie Pearson to their 
birthplace in Sweden. Jeanne Odom 

WEIS"ES Fill IEMEALtI"STS 
Those of you who have experimented with using the 

World Wide Web to obtain data for your research know 
that you can go from very simple sites to some that are 
arrived at in a more roundabout fashion . 

Helen Odum Harren recommended this site to me. It 
is great; basic research and many tips for even the 
accomplished sleuth. George G. Morgan writes a 
weekJy column for Ancestry. You can easily access the 
70+ articles and print out those that interest you. There 
will be several of interest for everyone-guaranteed. '" 
just wish I had written every one of them," says Helen. 

bttp:/~.anc:estry.c:omlc:oIumnslgeorgefmdcLbbn 
Morgan's articles are so well written that even uyou 

don 't have a computer, I recommend that you go to the 
local Library and have the media specialist bring this up 
for you. Of course, if you have a grandchild with a 
computer, you have it made! 

Perhaps the most famous website for genealogy is 
Cyndi' s List. It was written up in Time magazine a few 
months ago and it is an amazing compilatjon of more 
than 41 ,000 links and 100 categories. Cyndi's List is a 
categorized and cross referenced index to genealogical 
resources on the Net. 1t also has a list of links that point 
you to the genealogical research centers on line. ThiS' 
site also provides a "card catalog" to the genealogical 
coUection in the immense horary that is the Net. 

After you play around with the site to become famil
iar with it, you'lI probably go to the '1I0 fiills" list; it has 
fewer graphics and thus is much faster. Cyndi' s List has 
a free e-mail update. lfyou sign up, announcements will 
automatically appear on yOUT ~mail. Basically it was 
created to keep users updated reo activities providing 
them with new Links, updated links, and answers to 
frequently asked questions. (FAQs) 

With 15,000 visitors a day and individual pages for 
each state and Canadian provinces, you can imagine 
that periodic updates are mandated. 

bUp:/Iwww.Cyndislist.com 
If you haven't visited our own Odom website, you 

need to do so soon. Gloria Odom Tronnn1er has done a 
great job. Check out Odorn COlJnections OIl the Net for 
some good references. It is obvious that she has done a 
lot of work in establishing and maintaining the official 
Odom Website. bttp:llwww.geocities.com/ Heart
landiMeadowsl8593/index.html 

Our site attracts sufficient visitors to warrant the 
design of a brochure answering questions for those who 

8 f request infonnation about the NOA. 



When all is said and done most of us want to 
make a difference in this world. Cecil Tucker of Salt 
Lake City was very involved in genealogy. He was 
the president of the NOA in 1991 and hosted the 
NOA there. That year, his sons, Larry and Dale, 
showed fumily support by attending. That's when 
the bug bit! Did it bite twice? 

Dale and Paula Tucker have attended all the 
reunions since 1991. "We plan our Slimmer vaca
tion around tbe NOA destination." Natalie, their 
NC daughter welcomes the opportunity to join 
them She and Don make it a family affair. 

Paula has a real job as a human resource person at 
Pleasanton Convalescent Hospital and is our 
recording secretary. Dale beads up our canoe 
expedition each summer as weD as being the Cali
fornia <;tate repreSetllatTve for NOA and being ac
tive on several committees. Dale also participates 
in the Dublin, CA Chamber of Commerce and the 
Lion ' s Club. His home hobby is computer related. 
Dale also devotes a good bit of time to selling 
• 
msurance. 

Both Dale and Paula enjoy a couple of camping 
trips a year and spend a good bit of time planning 
the trip for the next annual NOA 

Da1e's ancestor, Pleasant Odom, never adopted 
the son of his second wife, John Henry Tucker. if 
he bad., all those Tuckers would be Odoms. By any 
name we are happy to embrace them as cousins. 

9 

BLACKWATER CANOE ESCAPE 
Here's a great opportunity to see the real florida. 

The one many of us residing here enjoy more than 
theme parks. Canopies of oak and cypress, osprey and 
blue herons; al1 are at home in this 16,000 acre wilder
ness area. The Hillsborough River furnishes most of 
the drinking water for Tampa. Crystal Springs, only a 
few miles north of where we'D put in, generates 40 

million gallons of fresh wa
ter each day. 

Each two mile segment 
of tbe trip is broken by 
campsites with facilities. It 
has been our practice for 
each person to bring their 
own picnic lunch; fruits., 
chips, sandwiches and bev
erages. Last year we con
verged on a large grocery 

store with a deli and gave them orders. Not a prob
lem, we picked up OUT orders in the morning and 
went drifting down the Edisto River. Some went 
sideways for awhile, but that had nothing to do with 
the lunch. 

No animals, no radios., no styrofoam or glass. Bring 
sun screen and a hat. Wear your very best River Rat 
outfit! It will get wet. This trip is not a race we're 
here to enjoy a pristine setting with friends, some 
we've just met and those of long standing. We're 
Odoms bonding. 

Contact Dale Tucker, the CA State Representative. 
The canoes come in various sizes, some accomodate 
two others, tbree. Dale can juggle things around: 
Everyone can ride! Just give him a call. The Canoe 
Escape is located on Fowler Avenue, exit 54 off 1-75, 
head east. 

The trip starts at 10:30 AM; it would be a good idea 
to be there 10-15 minutes ahead of time. The price is 
S30.851canoe with two people: S40.00/canoe with 
three people. Kids under 12 ride free. These prices 
reflect booking eight or more canoes. Should we have 
less than eight canoes we' ll have to add S4.00/canoe. 
Last year we had seven canoes and our fame is gain
ing. Bet we have more than eight this year. 

Send your registTation fonns in to Virginia Odom 
soonest. She needs the information to prepare the 
badges, etc. 7405 Thomas Way 

Tampa, FL 33619 



EDITOR'S INPUT 

A number of members have voiced concern over 
the reunion prices. particularly the price of the Ban
quet meal. The price is deceptive: The hotel has 
"comped" us, given us, the meeting rooms; given a 
suite housing the Genealogy Room and the Hospital
ity Room. The botel recoups pan of the meeting 
room rental by tacking money to the Banquet meal 
price. There is no registration fee for those attending 
the NOA reunion and Banquet. And of COline, the 
rooms are discounted. 

The market dictates the price; the larger the city 
and newer the property, the higher the price. The Site 
Committee must consider this. 

The opinions regarding price are certainly valid and 
need to be addressed. One can start by reading the 
By-laws. A copy caD be faxed or mailed per your 
request. Copies will be available during the reunioD. 

AIRPORT SHUTTLE INFO 
There is a free shuttle service for those guests 

arriving at the Tampa International Airport. You 
must reserve this 48 bours in advlnce. You may 
fax (813/621-7224), mail or phone (813/623-6363!-
The BeDstl»d) the information requited. 

BLUE 2 
Amelican Midwest Express UsAir 
Northwest USAir Express 

RED 2 
Air Canada Comair Deha United 

Go to the side exit, look for the "I jmousinel 
Courtesy Van" sign. Exit through the double doors 
and go to the circular drive. You will see a brown 
booth marked '1jmousine". "AJ] the Way to the 
Right" of Baggage Oairns. 

1999 Committee Assig.nrnents 

Finance Committee: 9:00 am Friday 
Chair: Jimmy Ray Odom. TX 

Susan Holli. Garntt, TX 
Glenn Blacld:Iurn, OK 
Da1e Tucker, CA 
Lynn O:Iom, SC 
Freddie Preston. KY 
Mildren O:Iom Preston, K Y 
Gr.oce Odom, FL 
Elna Counterman. OK 

Site Committee: 9:00 am Friday 
ChaU: Tbelma Pope Blacl<bum, OK 

R.D. Odom, AR 
Paula Tucker, CA 
Victor Odom. SC 
Dorothy Odom Bruce, TX 
Charles Odom, fL 
Betty Odolll Lisneby. FL 

Nominating Committee: 10:30 am Friday 
Chair: Bessie Stalnaker, FL 

Bartma Odom StrickJ_ SC 
Charles Odom, FL 
DobOdom. FL 
Dooa1d oro. n. AL 
Glynn Ammons. GA 
HO.3Ce Ammons. PL 
Julius Henderson. GA 

Data PI :mvatioo Committee: 10:30 am Friday 
CbaH: l<anneOdom, FL 

Dorothy O'bll Bruce. TX 
Lynn Odom, SC 
Paula Tucker. CA 
Da1e Tucker, CA 

A11 meetings are open to aU members. Your presence 
is invited and desired. Many of the decisions made 
here will affect NOA for years. Your imput is needed 
and valued. A word of caution: because of time re
straints, have your conmlGnts prepared when pOSSlole. 
Repetition may be the mother oflearning, but ... 

RADISSON HOI EL AIRPORT SH\JITLE REQUESr FORM 
Date dTransportation Agent' s Name Airline Plight# Time, __ 

Aitport Drop Off Airport Pickup 
6:00am 7:00am 8:00am 9:00am 10:OOam 6:30am 7:30am 8:30am 9:30am !0:30am 
1l :00am 12:00pm 1:00pm 2:00pm 3:00pm 1I :30am 12:30pm L30pm 2:30pm 3:30pm 
4,00 pm S,OO pm 6,00 pm 1:00 pm 8:00 pm 4:30 pm S:30 pm 6:30 pm 1:30 pm 8:30 pm 
9:00 pm 10:00 pm 11 :00 pm 9:30 pm !O:30 pm 11:30 pm 

Guest Names: __________ # d pc<J?le. __ Room Confirmation 11 ______ Room # __ _ 



, 
• 

SCHEDULE FOR 1999 ASSEMBLY 

Wodnesday: July 14. 1999 
Canoe trip m the Hillsborough River 
Dinner and night out in Ybor Qty 

Thursday: July 15, 1999 
9:00 am - 10:00 am HospitaJity Committee Meeting 

10:ooam-12:00pm WalkingTourdYborCity 
11:00 am - 1 :30 pm Hospitality Room Open 
IJ :OOam- 1:30pm REGISTRATION 
2:30 pm - 5:00 pm Tour d the Henry Plant Museum 
5:30 pm - 10:00 pm REGISTRATION 

Friday: 
7:00 am-
8:00 am -
7:00 am 

July 16, 1999 
4:00 pm HospitaJity Room Open 
11 :00 am REGISTRATION 

8:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Genealogy Room Meeting 
Genealogy Room Open 
Finance Committe Meeting 9:00 am 

10:30 am 
Site Committee Meeting 
Nominating Committee Mtg. 
Data Preservation Com. MIg. 
STATE MEEI INGS 11 :30 am 

FREE TIME OPTIONAL MEEl INGS FREE TLME 
6:00 Dinner at the Columbia Restaurant 

Sanrrday: 
7:00 am - 9:00 am 

July 17, 1999 
Hospitality Rocooomm Open 
Genealogy Room Open 

9:00 am - 11 :00 am NOA GENERAL BUSINESS MfG. 
1 J:OO am 4:00 pm Hospitality Room Open 

Genealogy Room Open 
11 :00 am - 4:00 pm FREE TIME 

5:00 pm GROUP PICTURES IN LOBBY 
6:00 pm NOA BANQUET 

Sunday: 
7:00 am - 10:00 am 

8:30 ant 

July 18, 1999 
Hospitality Room Open 
for coffee and donuts 
Genealogy Room Open to re 
claim records. etc. 

MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE 

• A WORD ABOUT THE COLUMBIA RESTAURANT .... 
!«aled in historic Ybor City, this Cuban restaurant was 

established in 1905 and serves the very best in Cuban cui
sine. Our package includes a choice m dinner entrees: 

Chicken and Yellow Rice "Ybor" 
One quarter chicken baked with rice. green peppers, onions 

and tomatoes with green peas and pimento garnish. 
BoIiche: Sliced eye round afbeefprepared with Spanish 

sausage (chorizo) and roasted in a flavorful gravy. 
Roast Pork "A la Caban.": Generous slices of roast pork 

loin with a delicious marinade. Served with black beans 
and rice All dinner entrees include a Garden Salad and 

[)essen 
A floor show is presented featuring flanlenco dancers. 

SaAPcl8J? DmR8. Baffet 
Salad of Mixed Field Greens 

Penne Pasta Salad with Smoked Chicken 
Tri-color Bell Pepper Toasted in Cilantro Pesto 

Beefsteak: Tomato and Buffalo Mozzarella 
with Aged Balsemic Vinaigrette 

Roasled Vegetable Salad with Herbs 
Served with Hummus Spread and Bread Crisps 

ENTREES 
Macadamia Crusted Breast of Chicken. 
Dill Beurre Blanc. Mango-Lime Salsa; 

Grilled Medallions of Beef with Wild Mushrooms 
in a Garlic Demi-Glace; 

Coriander Spiced Mahi-Mahi. Island Rum Glazed 
Banana. Pepper and Red Onion Confit; 

Please select two 
Served with Chefs Selection of Fresh Vegetables 

Fresh Baked Rolls and Butter 

LA PATISSERIE 
Florida Key Lime Tartlets 

"Death by Chocolate" Torte 
Cafe Espresso Torte 

The Buffet includes Coffee. Decaffeinated Coffee. 
Teas and Iced Teas 

$41.63 per person. 
$23.00 Children under 12 

Virginia is still working on last minute pricing of 
the Buffet, but the presses are rolling! 

11 See you in Tampa! 



QII8P18S. QII8P18S. QII8P18S ••• 
Some good new from Diane Early of Charleston 

who it researching her Cuthbert, GA ancestors in 
preparation for 8 family reunion in South Carolina. 
She found valuahle infonnation re deeds in the Court
house. The censuses provided her with lots of Odoms 
too. Now to sort them out. 

Lee Anderson, 5002 Wheatland, SanAntonio, TX 
782 I 9 (Lee5002@aolcom) is tracing an Odom line 
in Arkansas. If fact he advised me of an Odom 
Reunion there the same weekend as our Tampa get
together. I'D forward the details to Emma and R.D. 
I . IlID Odom h. c 1848 MS 

Betty Jerden h. c. 1848 MS 
2. Orange Eaton Odom b. 1868 MS 

m 1891 AK 
Viola Wilkins 

2. John Odom h. c. 1873 Newport, Jackson 
Co. AR 

m. 19 July 1891 
Uni Shooes 9 Dec 1894 Passoquotte. 

Independence Co. AR 
2. Luke Odom 

3. James M. Odom h. I June 1897 
m 1920 

Annie Wbybrew 
4. Lilian Odom 

K. Capenon 
5. Lee Anderson 

3. Bessie 3. Artie 
3. Rena 3. Mary 
3. Leonard 3. Thomas 
3. Johnnie 3. Marvin 
3. Pearl 3. Claudie 

Lee assures us that he' D see us in San Antonio. 
Perhaps some of the other Arkansas Odoms will join 
us too. In the meantime, if you can supplement any of 
the above, communicate with him 

Gloria Odom Trolllllller is going to be 
moving this Slimmer. Like most orus she is 

trying to get priorities in order in an attempt to d,D all 
things well and not operate under a stressfu1 hit or 
miss situation. Gloria is the mother of five children; 
summer, of cowse brings its own special challenge, 
not to mention moving too. We owe her a tremen-

d• . I dous round of applause ... wow stan mg ovatIOn. 12 

Way to go, Gloria! And thank you for initiating ow 
website and maintaining it for the past two years. 
This had to be a labor of love done by the midnight 
candle. We are most appreciative. 

Gloria is willing to maintain the Odom Research 
pages for the NOA since she can do it at odd times 
and not necessarily adhere to a schedule. She 
promises help and tutelage for her successor if nec
essary. 

The Webmaster responsibilities are to 
I. Maintain the INDEX page for the National 

Odom Assembly on the Internet, by keeping it cur
rent with NOA Newsletter, including the NOA an
nual meeting infonnation. 

2. Check GUESTBOOK entries regularly 
and a. answer queries if able to; b. E-mail NOA 
information if requested; c. Archive Guestbook en
tries when page become lengthy; d. Edit Guestbook 
if unacceptable queries are posted. 

3. Knowledge of IITML, (Hyper Text 
Markup Languag~ the Internet ' 'language'') ... to cr~ 
ate or maintain Internet pages, is helpful, but not 
ahsolutely necessary. 

4. Having no knowledge of HTML you can 
self-teach yoursel( with infonnation from the Inter
net. Purchase a program like Microsoft Publisher '98 
®, which helps you to puhlish pages for the Internet 
without needing to know HTML. (The more recent 
Print Shop ® software by Broderbund has a similar 
program) Or you could utilize GeoCities, the pr~ 
sent NOA Internet location. It offers assig:ance with 
creating web pages, without having knowledge of 
IITML. 

5. Receive and answer e-mail queries about 
the NOA. Work with the current NOA Newsletter 
editor. 

6. Transcooe ODOM research material, if 
desired for the NOA Website. Gloria Odom , 
Trommler will continue to transcnoe new data as 
time peiUUts, including the information at her own 
home page on the Internet . Having OOOM research 
available helps bring new researchers to the NOA 
Website. 

7. Maintain the guidelines established by 
GeoCities, the current location of the NOA. 

8. Maintain the privaey of Jiving individuals. 
Do not post information about living individuals on 
the Internet without their permission. Do not post 



e--mail addresses, postal addresses, birth data, mar
riage data, etc. THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT. 

9. Obtain peililission to pOSl copywritten rna-
terial 

10. Current webmaSler will pass along neces
sary codes to maintain the current NOA Website. Or, 
the new webmaster may create a totally new site (use 
your talents)! Gloria will assist new Webmaster as 
needed. I will start working with any new volunteer 
immediately. 

II. The NOA established a two-year, renew
able term for the Webmaster. 

If you wish to discuss the position with Gloria, ber 
URL is ocnbreez@epix.net This is a fantastic 
learning situation for anyone who is now or wants to 
do research on the web. You will become familiar 
with many sites and how to access and develop them 
Your skills will grow immeasurably. The entire pro
cess can be a gradual one; as you become more 
comfortable, you may decide to strike out on your 
own. Gloria certainly leaves an up-to-date operation 
of which we can all be very proud. 

1 7_ • 
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IP YOU ARE TRAVELING, 

From the South: Take 1-75 North to exit 52-B. Head west. 
Pass one light, Radisson Hotel is on the left. 
From the East: Take 1-4 West to exit 7 (1-75). Head south to 
exit 53. Head west. The Radisson is on the left. 
From (be West: Take 1-275 North to 1-4 East to exit 7 (1-75). 
Head south to exit 52. Head 'i~sl The Radisson is on the left. 
From the North: Take 1-75 South to exit 52, Head west 
Radisson is on the left. 

REGISTRATION FOR THE NATIONAL OooM ASSEMBLY JULY 14-18, 1999 
RADISSON HOTEL AT SABAL PARK TAMPA, FLORIDA 

Name' ____________________________________________________________ ___ 

Ad~e~. _____________________________________________________________________________ __ 

, ___________________ State Zip, ______________________________ _ 

arne Tags: Indicate ifunder 18 years. 

Return to Virginia Odom 
7405 Thomas Way 
Tampa, FL 33619 
813/630-2375 

Ahoy, Matey! Be mindful of the July 10 deadline for meal reservations. 

-



STATE REPRESENTATIVES are the back
bone of our organization. They atttmtpt to keep 
track of their state membership and encourage new 
members; they send in the news of the state; sending 
along graduation announcements, wedding and 
birthday anniversaries. Our reps let us know when 
filmily members are ill and when our friends have 
passed OD. FeUowship is an important part of our 
organintion. In states where there is a significant 
membership base they hold an annual meeting just 
to keep in touch. Many have a common ancestor, 
Texas. for example; many Odoms claim Malachi. 
That common bond makes it easier to share informa
tiOD. 

We have several states needing representation. 
James E. Odom, long the Kentucky rep, feels that it 
is someone else's tum to assume the job. The Ken
tucky group will address that at their state meeting in 
Tampa. Tennessee has but four members, hut the 
SUte fiUrly oozes Odoms. 

A meeting of the State Representative either after 
the State Meeting on Friday or after the General 
Business Meeting on Saturday will be called. A plan 
of action will be formulated, detailed and delegated. 
A uniform program caD carry US forward. Each 
Ilk-illher should come prepared to eoomoute some 
ideas. Some state reps send notes annually: Bring a 
copy. Others phone on nickle Saturdays to stay in 
touch. We' re hungry for ideas. Help us out and bring 
some props. What do other organizations do to 
attract people that share common goals? 

It may be an outbreak oflate spring fever> but the 
editor didn ' t receive the material necessary for a 
good genealogica1 newsletter this quarter. It takes 
the contnoutions of each member with news, not just 
the State Representative. With 200 filmilies belong
ing to the NOA there are kids graduating, scholar
ships earned, and babies being born. Wedding an
niversaries, diamond, golden, silver and lots in be
tween. We'd like to know. 

If you belong to the NOA you are interested in 
your ancestors. You probably have done some re
search, are actively engaged in research, or want 
some guidance on "bow to" do the work. Won ' t 
you share your interests and the results with us? 

Stuck? Helen Odom Harrell has many aids for 

those who are doing some work. She has accumu
lated data on the OdumlOdom lines from many states 
and is willing to share them Helen knows where to 
find significant records on the internet. Utiljze her! 
But make it a legitimate request. Give aU the family 
data and the information you have gJeaned from your 
trips to the hbrary, Family History Centers, and the 
Internet. There is help out there and we can help you 
find it. But not if you are the author of this gem. 

"I am trying to find my mother's family. 
Her father's name was Rev. Richard Odom 
and he had a brother Francis. They are from 
the Cheraw, SC area ." 

Anyone seeking help has to do some preli",iuary 
work on their own. Dates are necessary; place of 
birth, maniage and death are helpful The help is free, 
but you must invest some labor of your own. Sweat 
equity I believe it is called. 

OCTOBER = 
So, be aware. Queries. new research, find an Odom, 
not yours, teU us what you found to the last detail 
Black Odoms, white Odoms, 16th Century in Europe, 
17th in Ireland, Scotland, England, America. What 
have you read? What have you found? Share it with 
us. This is a participatory publication. You give us the 
questions and the data. No one gets paid for writing. 
Just share. The editor wants materiaL Genealogical 
material. Give it to her or Jose Gaspar will cause 
aches in your bones. Caramba! Or worse! 

odds and ends 
There is a complimentary van going to the Brandon 

Town Center regional mall. Monday through Satur
day the van leaves the hotel about every three hOUTS 

and picks up 15 minutes later. Inquire at the desk if 
you'd like a short trip to browse a bit or eat at the 
Food Court. 

And now about the dress for the Banquet! I know 
page one said '<pirate Attire", but you know Tampa 
has a lot more going for it than Jose Gaspar. Teddy 
Roosevelt invaded Cuba from the Port of Tampa; got 
any rough riders out there? Tampa Bay Bucs? You 
ladies don't want to crush your hairdo with a helmet, 
but the men. .. You 'll be very safe with a colorful 
Mardi Gras shirtJblouse. And to be honest, we'll take 
you any way you want to come. It's just that the last 
few years we have noticed that many of the Odoms 

14 do "dress up" for the theme. 



Reprinted from the July. 1987 NOA Ne\\'Sletter. In the next 15 
months some of you may go to Great Britain. This may help you 
plan some research while you are there. 

IN SEARCH Of THE ELUSIVE ODOMS 
THE LONDON CONNECTION 

WAYNE ODOM, ARLINGTON, TX 

It has been my pleasure to explore the pOSSIbility the 
NOA members might be able to discover the details of 
~e emigration of OooMS to American by looking 
mlo records on the other side of the Ahantic Ocean. 
The first problem was in determining where to look. 
Where did ow Ewopean ancestors live? What records 
are relevsot? Last year, I reported my finding that 
three areas of England-tbe East Midlands (centered 
around Peterborough), the West Couotry (Devon and 
Cornwall) and London had concentrations of ODOMS 
in the mid-1800 ' s and that some evidence existed that 
ODOMS were in England as early asthe 1400's. 

This past January, I was able to pwsue this re
search further, with tbe resuh that my earlier 
impressions were reinforced. In fact, it appears 
that there were numerous Brits who were known 
by one form or Jlnn,her of the Odam-Odom-Odum 
family name. 11 appears that London is the most 
fruitful area to focus research, especially in the 
years prior to 1600. My most promising discovery 
was in a volume entitled Court of Husling, Lon. 
don: Calendar of Wills, Part /I, IJ58-1688, 
located in the Public Record Office in London. Fow 
will abstracts contained in this volume present a ge
nealogical picture of three generations of a family who 
lived in London over six hundred years ago. 

The patriarch of this family is Richard ODYHAM 
who is mentioned in the will of a London alderman 
named John BlERNES. The will is dated July 22, 
1375. Whether Richard is an executor of the will 
depends on the interpretation of this sentence of the 
abstract: "Bequests to each order of mendicant friars 
in London, to Richard ODYHAM, one of the execu
tors, John DRAKE, and others. (page 180-181 of the 
Calendar, refelling to document «RoU 103 (195). 

Presumably the same Richard ODYHAM provided 
in his will of Mary 12, 1407 that he was to be ' ''uried 
in the chwch of S. Anton.in near Avelina, his former 
wife. Richard was a grocer who owned property in St. 
Antonione's and three other parishes. His wife, 
Agnes, sod daughter Elizabeth were provided security 
through property in his borne parish. Son Robert was 15 

deeded property "in the parishes of S. Mary de 
Aldennarichirchc and S. Nicholas at the Shambles." 
Son Richard received property in the '»arisb of S. 
Bartholomew without Aldrichesgate." This will was 
proved later that year. 

.on Oetober 14, 1409, "Agnes ODIHAM, retict, of 
Richard, grocer," provided in her will that she was to 
buried in the same tomb with her late husband. Her 
son, Edward was willed property, and her son, 
James was named one of the executors. (p. 384, Roll 
137 (36). Five years later (February 16, 1414) 
Robert ODYHAM, grocer, asked in his will that he 
be buried in St Antonio's Cbwch, "under the stone 
of Richard his father." His mother, who is identified 
as Johanna, received property "in the parishes of S. 
Mary de Aldermarichirche sod S. Nicholas at the 
Shambles for tife". In addition to his sister, Elizabeth 
(identified also as the wife of John PROFFYT), 
Robert hsts the names of seven children John , , 
Robert, Thomas, William, James, Richard, sod Eliza
beth. Fmally. he pTOvides for the sale of "his manor 
ofNewlsod in the parish ofTenbam, Co. Kent." The 
significance of this last bequest is that in the 1385 
will of John BlERNES, BlERNES identifies Alice 
ROMESEY, of John ROMESEY) as his 
daughter and "Johanna, daughter of the said Alice 
and of Sir Thomas. Belhous, Knt ... " These refer
ences to Kent suggest the ODYHAM family have 
had roots in that county. 

u: as it appears, these are aU members of the same 
extended family, the patriarch, Richard ODYHAM, 
had wives Avelina, Agnes and Elizabeth. Son 
Robert, in tum, had children John, Robert, Thomas, 
William, James, Richard sod Elizabeth. This pro
vides a nice extended family which may prove to be 
the ancestors of Odam-Odom-Odums on both sides 
of the Atlantic. Hopefully this type of research win 
stimulate the Brits to share their family histories and 
thereby share with us information regarding their 
family members who emigrated to America. 
I widow 
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