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SAN ANTONIO HOSTS 

NOAIN 2000 
President Susan Hollis Garrett confirmed 

the 2000 meeting place oftbe National Odom 
Assembly to be the Menger Hotel at the 
Alamo Plaza in San Antonio, July 14- 16. 
Susan is busy planning the activities and fonn
ing the committees for the reunion . Some of 
the highlights will be a Thursday night trolley 
ride to EI Mercado for dinner for the early 
arrivals and a dinner cruise on the river an
other 

The original Menger Hotel was built in 
1859. Today 1Ust0rical artifacts are displayed 
throughout the hotel. The Menger Bar is 
where Teddy Roosevek recruited his Rough 
Riders. The botel is next to the Alamo, River
center Mall, and IMAX Theater. The River 
Walk is only a block away. 

While Susan will have aU the information in 
the April issue of the newsletter, you may 
wish to contact the Menger on yow own. 204 
Alamo Plaza, San Antonio, TX 78205; 1-800/ 
345-9285 or www.mengerhotel.com 

This meeting presents an exceUent opportu
nity for aU to become more knowledgeable 
ahout the Odoms who made the trek west . 
And to trace some of the missing Odoms in 
your family. Bring your family history with 
you and be prepared to ask some questions, 
not just about the Texas Odoms, but about 
those from other states too. Let ' s break out 

the displays of migratory patterns and old maps oftbe differ
ent old family settlements from the 18th and 19th centuries. 

If you have a detailed family tree or another display of 
genealogical interest, bring it along for aU to enjoy and admire. 
By sharing yow ideas and presentations otbers will benefit . 
Then we 'll all be enriched. 

GOOD DEED EQUALS TREASURE 
TROVE 

Crystal Douglas of Chubbuck, lD e
mailed the Editor in December to say she 

had found some ODOM mail in a box pur- " ~~~~::: 
chased at a garage sale. She sent it as '-;.: 
promised, hoping the post cards would be helpful to one or 
more Odom researcher. 

DATE 
c 1907 

c 1907 

10-\3 
1907 
8-27 
1908 
11-10 
1907 
3-5 
1908 
10-28 
? 
10-16 
1923 
11 -6 
12-22 
1969 
1-5 
1970 
6-19 
1973 

TO FROM PICTURE 
Maud Odom OW To the one I love 
Crab Orchard, IL Marion, IL 
Maud Odom GB Remember your lover 
(same ) Stamped, no post mark 
Maud Odom Callie Best Wishes 
Dennison, TX Wichita Fans, TX 
Maud Odom Callie Baprist Church, Wichita 
(same) Falls, TX 
Annie Odom WB Thinking of you ... 
Dennison, TX Dennison, TX 
Annie Odom WB ? Leather card cl Dower 
(same) Dennison, TX 
Mrs. M Blackburn Callie Crazy Well Pavilion 
Pittsburg, IL Callie? Mineral Wells, TX 
Miss Anna? Blackburn Callie Marion State Bank, IL 
Pittsburg, IL Wichita Falls, TX 
Hennan Odom (Odon) envelope only 
MIM Wm. R. Harris, Jr CuJiacon, Sinaloa 
Placerville, CA Bill Mexico 
Mr Wm R. Harris Bill Mexico 
Placerville, CA 
W. R. Harris 
Graeagle, CA 

Montgomery Ward 
Quincy, CA 
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Greetings from ALABAMA 
The Heart of DOOe 

I hope tbat life is back to Donnal for aU 
of you with the holidays well behind us 
and the new Millennium aniving without compli
cations. I know some here are trying to convince 
the Home Depot that they don '( need the genera-
tor (until hurricane season.) 

I am excited about 2000 and hope that each 
NOA member can recruit at least two new mem
bers for our organization. Let' s all get busy and 
try hard to have this accomplished by the time we 
arrive in San Antonio in July_ 

Priscilla Hollingshead 
phollin528@aol.com 

Greetings from ARKANSAS 
The Land ofOpponurury 

A milepost for our family was the 
graduation of our grandson, Bran
don Marshan. Many 
the times be 

meetings. He 
from Harding 
last December 
major in history and 
manities. 

He bas always had a 
great love for Italy and 
was able to spend I 

semester in Florence. He has two cam-
paigns there. Brandon bas connnitted the next 
two years to working with missionaries and pas
tors there. He leaves on the 17th of February to 
begin three months of language study and prepa
ration for his work in Italy. 

I REVISED SKIES AT HIGHFILL I 
Here's some news about the Northwest 

Arkansas Regional Airport : American Airlines 
will begin offering direct flights to Los Angeles 
and New York soon. U. S. Airways Express will 
have flights from Charlotte by glmmer. Fayet
teville, AR has a new airport which serves Spring- 3 

dale, only 15 miles away. That's how to get to Spring
dale for the 2001 NOA It seem; far 00; but time does 
fly! 

Emma and R.D. {)dom 
eodom@arkansasusa.com 
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Greetings from GEORGI.A 
The Empire State of the South 

When Linda Kohlhagen, our daughter, and her family 
were transferred to California a few years ago, we were 
leery of the distance. But we have had several nice trips 
oul there and DOW Linda has beWI made a Vice-President 
with Cox Cable. They enjoy Laguna Nigel and we are 
very happy for them 

God does provide for us all 

Kitty and Julius Henderson 

Greetings from FLORIDA 
The Sunshine State 

I am keeping my New Year' s resolu
tion. I exercise everyday. I also go to 
Physical Therapy three times a week in 
the hope of shucking these crutches soon. I had arthro
scopic surgery OD my knee in mid-January after medica
tion failed to help get the kinks out. The doctor 
promised strokes on my golf game, so it's not too bad. 

All else is well. We've called for our TEXAS TRAVEL 
GUIDE SO we can plan a good trip around the July 
meeting. (I -800-888-8839 ext. 1624 or 
www.TraveITexas.com) Jeanne and I hope to see many 
of you there. 



(ConlmllrdjroM ~ J) 

We intend to pay a visit to the Archives in 
Austin tracing some of Jeanne' s German ances
tors. It will he our first visit to the Texas Hill 
Country. 

Charles Odom 

Greetings from INDIANA 
The Hoosier State 

It took awhile for the snow to arrive, 
but we've had a good bit the last month. It's 
pretty, but not to shovel Good exercise, but there 
is a limit. We've decided that "maturity" dictates 
a snow blower! 

Our twins have finaUy settled on Georgia col· 
leges. Recent high school graduate, Dan, is 
working at a car dealership and following his 
interest in vehicles that move. Customizing his 
truck gets his leisure time. 

GenealogicaUy speaking, we're looking forward 
to San Antonio. My Kames family line has Henry 
Wax Karnes, Texas Revolutionary hero, and the 
namesake ofKa.mes County. Using our new com
puter, I found more info on him at reference from 
Ancestry.com extension than I have ever found. 
Also found an Odom cousin link to my Robertson 
line in Mississippi! 

Betty Odom Haskett 

Greetings from KENTUCKY 
The Blue Grass State 

I installed the Family Tree Maker on the com
puter recently and have had to transfer my mate-
rial to it. It seemed like it was taking a lot of 
time then the notice appeared telling me I had 
300 names entered, did I want to go online. I still 
have more material from myoid hard drive. So far 
I have everyone in my line and Helen's too plus 
some side branches. 

I understand via the e-mail "grapevine" that we 
have some weddings in the future. The details will 
be forthcoming. 

We stay busy. I'm a weather spotter and I' m on 
the Disaster Emergency Service for Kentucky as I 
have an Army Mars Radio Station and an Ama· 

teur Radio Stat.ion. In fact, I belped administer a FCC test 
for a group of amateur radio operators today. 

James E. and Helen Odom 

Greetings from M1SSlSSIPPI 
The Magnolia State 

This is an abbreviated edition of news due to 
the flu; it's been a long recovery! 

-
The Family Research Association of Mississippi held 

their Genealogy Fair in Jackson in October, 1999 and it 
was a tremendous success. Nearly 600 visited the Fair 
and new members were signed up . Other genealogy 
societies and vendors displayed their genealogical re
sowces. The oldest heirloom was a 1822 family bible. 
Another Fair is planned for October of this year. 

We' re going to Tuscaloosa this month to do some 
research on Richard Odum, my earliest known Odom 
ancestor. 

JohnnyOdom 

Greetings from NEW MEXICO 
The Land ofEncbantment 

Happy New Millenium to aU ow Odom 
cousins scattered across the planet. To end the old year 
and to enter the new year, we went to our local cbwch to 
play games offellowship. A large screen TV showed the 
celebrations across the world. 

Not many senior aduhs were present at this meeting, 
but we were happy to be there to begin the New Year and 
the New Century in a bouse of the Lord. To end ow 
meeting ow pastor caUed us to fonn a large circle 
holding hands while he asked God ' s hlessings upon us 
and guidance for the year 2000. 

Recently ow daughter and her family residing in North· 
eastern Brazil sent us a communication via computer, 
where we saw them waving and talking to us as we 
conversed from a distance of 5,000 miles as the crow 
flies. What a blessmg of modem technology! And what a 
contrast to the days when we lived in Brazil and some-
times tried to send a telegram to the USA tbat never did 
arrive! 

The flu bug is still biting, but we hope you have 
escaped or recuperated from the flu bug by now. Our 
local submarine veterans' meeting was canceled in Jan· 

4 uacy since so many were incapacitated. 



Harriet and I are looking forward to seeing our 
Odom cousins at the NOA in San Antonio in July, 
2000. Westward. bo! 

George C. Odorn, Jr. 

Greetings from OKlAHOMA 
The Sooner State 

Glenn and I enjoyed aU the NOA Christmas 
cards. With tbem came the flu season. We've 
been lucky so far. 

Some OK news: Elna Countennan is having 
some back problems stemming from an auto acci
dent. Elna has suffered a sLight stroke, but is 
coping with her customary good will. 

Albert and Henrietta Odom sent a letter de
scribing their activities with their children, church, 
school and sports. Both of them 8re teachers, 
Henrietta was named the Sallisaw Teacher of the 
Year for 1999. Henrietta is the Reading Specialist 
in an elementary school. 

Their son, Roben , is attending the University of 
Central Oklahoma with an eye toward medicine 
and physical therapy. Robert is enjoying a schol
arship at UCO and it looks like his brother, Ryan, 
is preparing for one too. Ryan is an '"A" student 
and the student producer for KID, the TV net
work at his school. Ryan is also a computer 
"aide" to his parents. 

Albert 's role in all this is to direct traffic to all 
the points. And he teaches! 

Our Oklahoma Odom meeting will be May 6, 
2000, a Saturday at Furr' s in Tulsa. We're 
looking to a good crowd with plenty of advance 
notice. Mark your calendar NOW. Call me at 
918/333-7902 or e-mail me: TPBGEN@aol.com 
for directions and more infonnalion. And check 
your mailing label to be sure your have paid your 
NOA dues for 2000. 

Glenn and Thelma Blackburn 

Greetings rrom TEXAS 
The Lone Star State 

Our big geoealogical problem right 
now is sorting out the John W. Odoms; there are 
five that we know oft Jimmy Ray is helping with 5 

the project, but we may have to enlist more help . 

• 
IS: 

Bill and I moved my father recently. The new address 
Ray H. Odom . 
Walnut Place 
5515 Glen Lakes Drive #370 
Dallas, TX 75231 

Daddy had cataract surgery in December and has made 
a good recovery. While he is experiencing the early stages 
of Alzheimer's, he delights in recounting many tales to 
our delight. 

I know not all are computer users, but for those who 
are 1 would like to pass on the National Genealogical 
Society' s web site. It not onJy teaches me new things, but 
reminds me of others: «I knew that!" 
http :// www . rootsweb . com/-vaa ugu stla u· 
gusta5.htm#skills It ' s a helpful site. 

Dorothy Odom Bruce 

Greetings rrom BRASIL 

We are thankful for the many years of blessings from 
God and look forward to the coming year, 2000. 

It ' s hot and muggy right now since the rains have 
started. We came into the new millcnium with no 
hitches wide awake, in fact , with lots offueworks being 
sent up around us! And no millennium bugs here: We 
were online with my parents in Roswell, NM New Year's 
Eve. We spoke via microphones and they saw us on a 
camera hooked up to our computer. We aU enjoyed n. 

Recently we spent a few days in Parnaiba, the next state 
over. There are many beautiful beaches there as well. We 
visited the mouth of the River Parnaiba on a jet boat and 
a jet ski . After the first fall into the water from the jet ski 
I decided the boat looked more tranquil. There arc 
beautiful swamp areas and lots of muddy water with the 
rains. We met some new people and ate lots of yummy 
crab. The girls thought it was quite an adventure. 

We look forward to the news in the NOA newsletter. 
Stay in touch. £·mail address: marcosrp@hotmail .com 

The Pereiras; Marcos, Georgette, Stacey, Sandra, Debo
rah , and Christina Trommler, our niece. 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR MAILING LABEL ON THE 
FRONT COVER. IF THERE IS NOT A 2000 AITER 

YOUR NAME, YOUR DUES ARE IN ARREARS. 
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Studying the maps of California, Olinois and 
Texas shows that Crab Orchard, Pittsburg and 
Marion are all in southern Iltmois. Is Mrs M. 
Blackburn the lovely Maud, now married? Are 
Maud and Annie sisters, cousins? And who are 
the Harriss'? Can you belp out? 

The mail may be claimed by writing to the 
editor. Thanks again, Crysta~ for your lime and 

interest . 

Dayton Sawyut Sr. 
contnl>utes the following 
piece from the Columbus, 

GA Ledger and Enquirer, Dec. 12, 1999. 

100 PEOPLE TO REMEMBER 
~.Odom 
b. 1882 d. 1964 

Personal: As a youngster in tum-of-the-centwy 
Cohmlhus, be rode his pony through the down
town streets. No ODe could imagine that the 
slightly build young man would one day make his 
mark on the back of thoroughbreds. 
Professinal: His father was a horse trainer and, as 
a boy, Odom began racing at the old CO!lI mbUS 

Race Track. By 14, the young Odom was m New 
York. winning races with animals owned by some 
of America's richest epople. The year he was 18, 
he made $20,~more than the richest man in 
Coblmbus and seven times more than the gover

nor of Georgia . 
Prominence: As first a jockey and then a trainer, 
be became a 108 pound legend in tbe racing 
world_ He wore the colors of some of the leading 
stables of the time an rode Delhi to victory in the 
1904 Belmont Stakes, one of racing' s vaunted 
Triple Crown races. After he outgrew his tack., he 
became a trainer and guided winners at the coun
try's major events, including the Belmont Stakes 

in 1938. 
RICHARD HVAlT 

IT TAKES HOW LONG? 166 days to travel 
coast to coast in 1849; 60 days in 1867 to go by 
stagecoach; ten years later it took 11 days by 
train. In tbe ' 20s you'd spend 25.5 hours to fly. 
Today you can make the trip in less than 5 bours! 

FOR TIlE RECORD 
Gay Tapscott Odom died January 20 of cancer of tbe 
esophagus. Gay was a dear lady, dedicated to the NOA 
and ber family history. She delighted in seeing aU the 
children grow up. And recently the grandcbildren too. 
Gay was the Louisiana State Representative. Survivors 
include Roben, her busband, a son and daughter. 

Susie Odom, January 2, 2000 in Alma GA. Mrs. Odom 
was 84 and leaves two daugbters~ Geneva Kidd and 
Mildred Strickland. 

Junior Barrs, January 3, 2000 in Wildwood, FL. Mr. 
Barrs was 70. Survivors include bis wife. Christine Hen· 
derson Barrs and four children. 

Merie E. Odom, June 23, 1999 in Sorrento, FL. Mrs. 
Odom was born in Tampa. Sbe was a Mormon. Survivors 
include ber husband, Ehon 0 ., and four children. 

IIUOIIT 
At the financial session of the National Odom Assembly 

held in Tampa. FL on July 17, 1999, a $500.00 discrep
ancy was noted between the 1998-99 financial stltewe:u 
and the 1997-98 statement submitted in Charleston m 

1998. 
Based on my review of the bank statements, I feel the 

$500.00 was in our account, but was omitted from the 
1999...99 financial statement. I have reviewed the bank 
statements from 12196 to 8/99 and the account appears to 
be in order to the best of my knowledge. The review was 
completed by looking at the bank statements. However, 
the review did not include the detailed transactions. 

Payment for the Confederate Oag auctioned off at the 
t 998 NOA convention in Charleston cannot be ac
counted for . The foUowing recommendations should be 

considered: 
I. Detailed listing of aU deposits descnl>ing what 

the deposit represents. 
2. It is recommended that the check register and 
bank statements be brought to the annual meet 
• lOgs. _ 
3. Detailed reports showing the current paid 
members be brought to the annual meeting. State 
representatives or others should be appoint~d. to 
contact former members inviting them to reJom. 

Respectfully submitted, 
6 Dale and Paula Tucker, California representatives 



THE FOUR - STEP PLAN 
FOR GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH 

Betty E. 51. Dizier 

LESSON lWO: Research in Your Local Library 

I. Genealogical research begins with analy7ing all 
recent, known facts and working back from 
there. Your personal knowledge of names, 
dates, places ofbinh. marriages and deaths 
showd be supported by any records you can 
find . Places to find records will be: 

A. In your home or the homes of 
your relatives: There can be 
naturalization papers, wins, deeds, 
diaries, family Bible records, let
ters, pictures, newspaper clippings, 
etc .. 

B. In libraries and historical society 
collections: These may be located 
almost anywhere, and each collec
tion is different, and goes by differ
ent rules. 

C. In civil record repositories. These 
will be COUDty clerk ' s offices, pro
bate court records, city halls, state 
hoards ofheahh, National 
Archives, etc .. 

LI After looking over the pedigree charts and 
family group sheets you have fined m, make a 
list of infonnatioo you still need to complete 
your knowledge of an ancestor. Next, you 
should make a list of relatives you can contact 
who may be able to give you more infonnation 
about your ancestor. Ifsome relatives are 
close enough to make a personal visit, then go 
prepared to ask questions to find out what you 
want to know. If other relatives are too far 
away, then begin to write letters. Be sure to 
write clear, courteous letters, bemg specific 
about what you wanl to know, and enclose a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope for their re
ply. DON'T ASK FOR MORE THAN 
THREE ITEMS OF INFORMATION IN A 
FIRST-CONTACT LETTER. Keep a copy or 
letters you send out, aDd letters received m re
turn can be stapled to your copy of the query 
letter and put in a file. You should get an inex
pensive metal file cabinet and manila folders 7 

that you can label with the ancestor' s name. Then 
you can keep track of the infonnation you gather 
about an ancestor because the information wiU all 
be filed under his name m your metal cabinet. 

Ill . Civil Records. How to get and file them. will be 
covered in Lesson Three of this paper. 

TV. To systematically searcb tbe genealogical mate
rial in any public library, the following order is 
recommended: 
A. Cbeek Tire Handy Book/or Genealogists to 

look up information about the area you are 
interested in researching. It is weD to know 10 
cal history to understand migration pattern, etc .. 
Atlases should also be consulted, as the land 
terrain affected migration and settlement. Some 
specialized research books (one of which is Re
search in England and Wales) are valuable to 
give you the background to understand difficult 
research problems. 

B. Cheek the DAR Illdex. Also, cheek the DAR 
LiNeage Books. Someone may have already re
search your line for DAR membership. 

C. Check hooks relating to your family name. 
Check the list of printed famity histories on file 
with the Library of Congress. These may be 

found in book form and on microcard or mi
crofilm. Over 33,000 books offalDlly his
tory are in the Library of Congress and the 
number is growing daily. 

D. Check books relating to records m the areas 
where your ancestors lived. Books such as 
Tennessee Cousins have been helpful to many. 

E. Check the U. S. microfilm records for the cen
sus of families in areas where your ancestors 
lived. 

F. Check the collection of genealogical magazines 
for more information. A periodical index is 
available for certain years and can be useful in 
locating which issue of a magazine you are in 
terested in. 

G. Some public libraries have indexed their local 
newspapers for births, marriages and deaths, 
etc. and you may want to check this index. 

H. Check the card catalog in the Genealogy Area 
of your library andlor the computer index list
ings for the genealogical material available for 
research. 

I. Record all books, films, magazines, microcards, 



ICQllfinu~dfrom fKlK~ 7) 

microfilm, etc. you search AS YOU DO 
IT. Records not available in the library 
must be visited, or you will need to write 
for the information. Some additional 
records may be available in Lnterhorary 
Loan from other boraries. A Library Staff 
member can assist you with this providing 
you know the name and author oftbe 
book, tbe name oftbe Library who has 
the book, the catalog number of the book, 
etc .. Microfilm can also be ordered from 
other boraries or from the National 
Archives or one of its branches. 

V. To be sure you bave looked at everything in 
the public library, your library may have a 
publish list of items in the genealogy depart 
ment that you can purchase. With this list you 
can look over what you want to research be 
fore your trip and the just check off the ~ems 
as you search them. 

In April, Lesson Three: Research 
in Civil R«ords 

TEXAS FAMlLY HISTORIES 
AND GENEALOGIES 

Luverne V. HaU and Donald 0 
Virdin, Heritage Books, Inc. ISBN 

-7884-1193-4 
(www.heritagebooks.com) 

This is a list of books about families who have 
Texas roots. Most of the approximately 2500 
books are found in the collections of the Library 
of Congress, The Daughters of the American 
Revolution Library in Washington, D.C. , or the 
National Genealogical Society Library in Arling
ton, VA. 

It is interesting to note that very few histories of 
Texas families were written prior to 1910. For 
this reason tbe authors have added about 60 
pages of other books, including county histories 
and other references to Texas families. that will be 
helpful to any genealogist researching a Texas 
family. The authors have included a list of major 
Texas libraries with genealogical collections. 

ODOM: Ura L. Eckhardt. Odom family, no. 8 

1-5 1959-1 970. Ura Eckhardt, Houston TX. Allen 
Co. Public Library, Fort Wayne, IN 

OLDHAM : Nancy Hamilton Bliss. Of Eagles alld 
Old Islands: The Arnolds alld the Oldhams alld their 
Descendallts. Nancy H. Bliss, Anna Hamihon Pippin ; 
Kirkwood, MO. c 1988 Library of Congress. 

QU611J1J' 
Ron Pbelps, (r-pbelps@ujuc.edu)islookingforsome
one who is researching the same Odom line. From the 
1870 Graves Co. KY census: RICHARD ODOM. 
48, farmer, h. NC and wife Eliza Jane,40, b. TN 

William C., 15, h. TN 
Louisa F., 13, h. TN 
George W. , 10, b. TN Mayfield Township 
Martha A. , 8, b. TN 
James H., 6, b. TN 
John R. , 3, h. TN 

These Odoms moved from McNairy Co. TN before 
1870 to Graves Co. KY. They then moved from 
Graves Co., KY before the 1880 census; I don 't know 
where, but probably someplace in KY as Martha 
married my g.g.grandfather, William A Phelps in L0-
gan Co., KY in 1884. They soon moved to Union Co .. 
KY. Any help will be appreciated. 

Delores Odom, 808 Grove St., Mansfield, AR 72944 
is researehin g 
I. JOHN HENRY ODOM, U; b. northern Germany 

Vive Welkins 
2. John Henry, 1Il ; died in a timber accident 

Kathrine, b. Apr, 1870; d. 30 May 1926 
John Levy, b. I Jan 1882 

I st wife: Hattie Manes m 1 Jan 1905 
Silvie, b. 14 May 1906 
Manes, d. 19 \0 

2nd wife: May Josephine Patrick. 
Five daughters from this union. 

The family was from Mississippi and Alabama. They 
had lived in Lawrence Co., AR. Walnut Ridge was the 
county seat. 

John Henry Odom, III Blackwell Ave, Sum
merville, SC 29485-8813; phone and fax: 843/871-
9478. E-mail: John62@bellsouth.net has an inquiry reo 
his earliest known Odom ancestor, ISACC WILSON 
ODUM. "lsacc was married to Lucy Ann Bloemer 



(t:onli1l1l~dfrom fH1g~ 8) 

prior to his marriage to Martha English. Lucy was 
born somewhere in GA c. 1820 and died 27 July 
1863 in Covington Co. , AL. Tbey married in 
1838 and had 9 children. Martha, his second wife, 
was also born somewhere in GA c. 1835 and died 
in Covington Co., AL 6 Dec 1909. Tbey had eight 
children. 

It is thought that Isaac came from somewhere in 
the Carolinas, by way of Georgia to Alabama. 
Isaac and both wives are buried in the Odom 
Family cemetary just outside of AJdalusa, AL. I 
wouJd like to exchange information about Isaac 
and/or either one of his wives. 

I. (saee Wilson Odom; b. c. 1804 in SC; d. 8 
Sept 1885, CovingtonCo., AL. 
Lucy Ann Blocker; b. c. 1820, GA 
Martha Seala A. English; b.c. 1835, GA 

2. John Newman Odom; b. 28 Mar 1877, 
Covington, AL m. 23 May 1911; died 8 
March, 1940, Covington Co. , AL 
3. John Henry Odom, Sr. b. 24 March 
1921 Crenshaw Co., AL; m 21 Nov 
1941 ; d. 14 June, 1993, Orlando, FL 

4. John Henry Odom, Jr. b. 26 Nov 
1942; In. 24 Aug 1963, Mldison, David 
son Co. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

WINTER. •••••••• SPRING 

Are you entertaining the winter dol
drums? Sitting around looking at seed 
catalogs while the weather looks gray? 

This is the time to sort and organize 
the photgraphs you have crammed in shoeboxes, 
dresser drawers and unmounted in albums. Label 
EVERYTHING from daguerreotypes to the last 
holiday photos. Names, dates, relationships and 
more when you know it. Use archival safe mark
ing pencils and have both younger and older 
members of the family join in . Everyone will learn 
something and the exchange of stories will enrich 
the entire family. 

STRANGERS IN TOE BOX 
Come, look with me inside this drawer, 

In this box I've often seen, 
At the pictures, black and white. 

Faces proud, still, serene. 
I wish I knew the people, 

These strangers in the box, 
Their names and al1 their memories 

Are lost among my socks. 
I wonder what their lives were like, 
How did they spend their days? 

What about their special times? 
I'll never know their ways. 
If only someone had taken time 

To lel1 who, what, where, or when, 
These faces of my heritage 

Would come to life again. 
Could this become the fate 

Of the pictures we take today? 
The faces and the memories 

Someday to be passed away? 
Make time to save your stories, 

Seize the opportunity when it knocks, 
Or somday you and yours couJd be 

The strangers in the box. 

(THANKS TO BEVERLY .. . ) 

GEORGIA RESEARCH 
Merle Baker is a consistent contnoutor to The Family 

Tree, pubtished in Mouhrie, GA. The Family Tree has 
the largest circulation of any genealogical publication. 
His suggestions for finding the historica] background to 
supplement your genealogical research are valid for any 
state or country. He suggests using the Carl Vinson 
InSlitute of Government at the University of Georgia. 
You will find many articles pertaining to various periods 
of Georgia history. Use the archives of the state too. 

Then there are search engines. Any How-to book on 
the Internet will supply you with many ideas. You must 
learn "bow-to" write your question ; once you learn how. 
It's the same as going to the library: You wouJdn't 
expect to find information on migratory paths from 
Wilmington, NC to Hawkinsville, GA by staring at the 
North Carolina shelf But if you narrowed your topic to 
17th and 18th century waterways, you might arrive at 
the answer. 

Baker highly touts www.execpc.coml--dboalslge
neo.html website. He claims it will provide you with 
many other valuable sites giving general resources, ge
nealogical societies and organizations, National and re
gional groups which include a section on Scottish her-

g itage and much more. Search it out. 



SCOTCH-lRlSH IN AMERICA 
Jeanne Loskill Odom 

If you are serious about genealogical research 
you will read the Everton Genealogical Helper. 
As a subscriber or library reader, you will find 
something in each issue to help you. In the 
November-Oe<:.ember. 1999 issue ROD Bremer . , 
writes about the Scolcb-lrisb. He gives some 
background and an extensive list of references to 
assist you in tracing your ancestor, not only as he 
migrated in the United States, but also across the 
Atlantic and tbe Irish Sea from Scotland. 

Most Scotch-Irish came ITom Scotland three to 
four generations earlier. They spoke Gaelic (a 
German dialect) and left Northern Ireland, often 
from Liverpoo~ and landed anywhere from Hali
fax, Nova Scotia to Charleston, Sc. However, the 
largest single entry port was Philadelphia. 

Bremer is firm in his conviction that ''no other 
ethnic group did more to help tbis countf)' with its 
westward movement than the Scotch-Irish. They 
preferred to live next door to, or with , the Native 
American Indians. This explains wby those many 
ScoIch-lrish descendants of today usually have 
some Indian blood. Many of them traveled south 
through the Shenandoah Valley to the upper 
south which was the tribal lands of the Chero
kees. ,. 

Many Odoms have a Revolutionary War vet
eran on their tree; after al~ the Scots have been 
fighting the English for centuries. Bremer feel the 
Civil War too was another Anglo-Celtic conflict. 

One of the major depositories for Scotch-Irish 
materials is the Oayton Library in Houston, TX. 
He lists 35 more spread over the United States. 
With depositories and Li unigrant Study Centers 
across the U. S., it seems that a serious research in 
conjuction with others could cover quite a bit of 
ground. (Time to buddy up? I'U do North Car
olina if you ' ll do Santa Cruz, CA.) With Frank
fon, KY, Virginia (3), North Carolina (4), GA, 
se, TN and MS on the list it would seem that we, 
as an organization might be able to do some 
serious delving into Archibald and the other early 
Odoms' migratory patterns here and abroad. 

Many universities and colleges have special 
Scottish collections. Some contain a great deal of 
genealogical information. others do not. He cites 
the collection at Florida State University; no ge- 10 

nealogical information. 
Bremer lists the ronowing as the most important 

Scotch-Irish reference works: 
Guide to Information Resources in EtJUJic Museum, 

Library Gild Archival Collec/iollS;n the United States, 
compiled by Lois J. Runlar and Lubom)'T R. Wynar. 
Greenwood Press. 1996, Westport , cr. See section 
on Scotch ~Irish American Resources. 

Scotch-Irish Migration 10 South Carolina, 1772. by 
Joan Stephenson. Deerfield Company. Rahimore. MD. 
This is the book which teaches you how to trace your 
ancestors across the ocean. 

Irish alld Sco(c:h-irish Ancestral Research, by Mar~ 

garet Dickson Falley. Genealogical Publishing Co .• 
Baltimore, MD. Somewhat outdated. hut still a classic. 

Encyclopedia of tire Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America: Alfred Nevin , Editor, 
Pbiladelpltia, 1884. This work helps you find those 
early congregations. 

It is important that you search the records in the 
Masonic Grand Lodge in the stales wbere your ances.
tors resided . If you don ' t find them there. check the 
records of the C.rrand Knights of Pythias, or any num
ber oftbe various other fraternal organizations. 

Always check the judicial court records, both state 
and federal • "because our Scotch-Irish ancestors 
were the most feumn '. fightin ' , litigatin ' folks in the 

world '" 

NEW UFE: Shannon Micbelle Holloway, born 23 
September. 1999 to Rainie Holloway, Casa Grande. 
AZ. Shannon is Buck and Shirley Odom's first 
great -grandchi ld. ('.ongratulations! 

DOWER AND DOWRY OFfEN CONFUSED 
Dowry refers to the money, goods or estate that a 

wife brought to her husband at marriage. The custome 
of dowry dates back to ancient Europe. In Roman 
times, it was the legal right of a woman to demand one 
from her father . 

The dowry was given to the husband to help defray 
the expenses of setting up the new household. In civil 
law coUDtires, the dowry was a well-known and im
portant fonn of property. This cuscom was never 
widespread in America . 

Dower designates the portion of a deceased hus
band ' s real property allowed to his widow for her 
lifetime. Dower was the life estate to which every 
married woman was entitled if her husband died intes
tate, or in case she dissented from his will. 



URBAN ANCESTOR 
SEARCH AIDE 

Jeanne Loskill Odom 

City directories are a listing of 
residents, businesses, institutions, and organiza
tions. Usually tbe name, spouse, address and occu
pation were listed in the annual publication. Many 
times adult children living at horne were included 
as welJ as the status of a woman ; widow or head of 
household. 

The earliest directories were published in New 
York in 1655. Sahimore and Charleston published 
some lists in the 18th century. By 1860 more than 
70 cities bad directories. Today, many of these 
volumes are found in the public library. 

While traveling through LUinois in the early 
19905, we stopped in LaSalle, a mining town about 
125 miles southwest of Chicago. I remembered 
hearing that my great grand-father came to laSalle 
from Germany and found work in the mines there. 
His name appeared in the City Directory along 
with my grandfather's name. It was the first time I 
had ever socn his name officially in print. It vali
dated his existence to me. And there were several 
others listed with the same surname. Actually. 
there was more information available to me at the 
h"brary than at the local historical society, aU in the 
slender volumes. It was easy to trace their move
ments in the area and when the listing stopped. I 
was able to use the 1900 census to find the family 
in Chicago. 

Directories can be used to determine arrivals and 
departures; the subject's depanure could indicate 
marriage or death and pinpoint the general date 
and location in which to check the marriage or 
death index. Some directories designate the prop
erty owner pointing you to a search for property 
records. 

While not everyone was included, inspection of 
the directory is worth the time. You may find a 
"Refused" list- those who refused to give addi
tional infonnation. At least their whereabouts is 
now known. Good searching! 
Roosevelt, Catherine wid. Hen.ry h. 328 Spring St 
Roosevelt Charles H lawyer, 79 Cedar, II. L. /. 
Roosevelt Charles Y lawyer, 79 Nassau 
Roosevelt Cornelius V.S mer. 94 Maiden La. h 

849 B'way 11 

-OUR- NEWSLETTER 
The purpose of our quarterly newsletter is to keep 

our membership current with the latest ODOM ge
nealogical research. Individuals are encouraged to send 
in all family news; obituaries, births, significant anniver
saries and milestones in your lives. This fosters the 
"family" feeling and keeps those who only visit once a 
year in closer contact. For members who don't attend 
the annual meetings and don '( know the subjects, these 
columns can serve as an intoduction or permit the 
luxury of skimming or skipping to the material you find 
more interesting. 

State Representatives are asked to submit quarterly 
letters with area news about anything, though some
thing of a genealogical or family bent is preferred. The 
reps also encourage membership by communicating 
with the present and past members, publicizing the 
NOA at local and state genealogical and historical 
associations and sharing tips, Websites. and publica
tions which assist the researcher. Since most of our 
readers are researching more than one line, topics of 
general interest 8re suitable and welcome contributions. 

To those of you who are members of national or 
regional groups, send in their convention dates; others 
may plan to attend if they are aware of the event. It may 
even spur them to become members. 

WHEN GOD CREATED TIME 
HE CREATED PLENTY OF IT
ITS A MATTER OF WHAT YOU 

WANT TO USE IT FOR! 

During a year's time, almost everyone comes across 
some item pertaining to ODOMS or topics relevant to 
genealogy. Please send it to the Editor. Right away! 

And speaking of time. the last two issues have been 
very late. Contn"butions are slow to non-existent even 
after reminders. It costs almost the same to publish, 
collate, and mail a 12 page issue as an eight page one. 
And it is not fair to those who are timely to have to wait 
for the laggards. We can be more efficient time
managers than that! Here's the opportunity to prove it. 

Send your contributions before APRn. FLRST, NO 
FOOLIN'! Everyone has family cares, work obliga
tions and pastimes; share them with us. News and 
reviews, address, phone and e-mail updates too ; this is 
tbe annual Directory issue. And if your dues are over
due send the check to Glenn Blackburn pronto. He's 
belping Elna while she prepares to move. 
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Info reo San Antonio NOA 
Recycled Research from the J 9805 
Our AnnuaJ Directory 
Family Lines 

Membership Application 
1999-2000 

Name, ________________________________________________________________ __ 

Ad~e~~ ____________________________________________________ ___ 

City _________________________ State ________ ZIP ______________________ _ 

Phone (~ __ ~) _______________ Fax ______________ E-mail, __________________ _ 

My earliest Odom ancestor: ___________________________________________________ _ 

Please attach ancestor sheet 

Payment of$20,00 dues per household entities you to the NOA Newsletter. 

Make your check payable to the National Odom Assembly. 
Mail your cbeck to Glenn Blackburn, 1856 Putnam Drive, Bartlesville, OK 74006 
Address membership inquiries to ahove or TPBGEN@aoJ.com 
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