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MEMBERSHIP! 
Have YOU done any
thing to help ollr NOA 
membership nllmbers to 
grow dllring this past 
year? Have you had a 
State Reunion? Have you 
picked up the phone and 
called at least one OOOM in the telephone book as 
you travel? Have you been able to contact anyone 
bye-mail or through any web page queries on the 
Internet? Have you left NOA Brochures in your 
public hbrary or genealogical society meeting place? 
Have you put a notice in your local newspaper, or 
your local genealogical society newsletter about the 
NOA, with a contact name and number? A lot of 

: 	 ideas for finding new members that just MIGHT 
strike a bell with an OOOM researcher, who just 
MIGHT have the answer to YOUR brick wall prob
lem in YOUR OOOM line? What about African 
American research on an Odom line, hoping to find 
something about YOUR family, who had owned 
slaves, bought or sold them, or signed freedom pa
pers for them? Tell us about how you found a new 
OOOM member. 

In my State OAR organization, I am always on the 
lookout for anyone who HAS the OOOM name, or 
is researching that line. There IS one other OOOM 
that I see from time to time, but we have deter
mined that we are not related .... but ..... hey! I don't 
think that I have told her about NOA, nor asked her 
to join! I must do that! 

In what lineage organization are YOU a member? 
Do you have a roster for your state or area, or na
tional organization? This, too, could possibly hold a 
key to helping you with your OOOM research, and 
maybe find a new member. Ask Jimmy Ray Odom, 
Texas, how this worked for him! 

In Texas, we are in the midst ofSUMMER, and 

that means heat and humidity. We are planning our 
trip to Hartsville, Bill has our route set out on his 
GPS system, with our stop at Tamassee OAR 
Schoo~ to take our offerings to them, in exchange 
for an overnight in the Texas OAR Friendship Cot
tage. I have "directed" him to set up a stop or two at 
historical sites on the way. Seeing our Odom friends 
and "real" cousins has become a highlight ofour 
summer, it seems. Each ofus come to the annual 
meeting with different ideas ofwhat it should be. The 
stated purpose, according to the Bylaws, are to en
courage genealogical research on the Odom line, to 
share that research; and to promote fun and fellow
ship among its members. 

So.... now I need to dig out MY South Carolina ge
nealogical research notes, not only on my OooM 
line, but on Bill's Ritchie line, too. I just MAY get a 
chance to get to the library with the rest ofyou! 

I know that Vic and Lynn have made many plans, 
and have another exciting reunion planned for us, in
cluding the "fun and fellowship among its members", 
as dictated by our Bylaws. I am delighted that this 
Reunion will focus on the American Revolutionary 
War, celebrating an anniversary! OK, now .... WHAT 
anniversary is it? 

Bring your OOOM notes, and be prepared to tell us 
how they were involved in the American Revolution. 
Ifyou don't have an OooM line there, then maybe 
they served in another war you wish to tell us about 
at our "Sharing Time". 

And be prepared to say "YES" wheri one ofthe com
mittees asks for your help for next year! 

Til Mid-July.... in Hartsville, SC........ . 


Oorothy Odom Bruce 

[ ASPIRE TO INSPIRE BEFORE YOU EXPIRE. 
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2005-2006 Officers 
President 
Dorothy Odom Bruce 
13123 Roaring Springs 
Dallas, TX 75240-5642 972.239.4901 
dobruce@swbell.net 

First Vice-President, Membership 
Jimmy Ray Odom 
1132 ACR385 
Palestine, TX 75801 903.729.7251 
kodom0023@sbcglobal.net 

Second Vice-President, Hosts, 2006 
Lynn and Victor Odom 
POBox 572 
North, SC 29112 803.247.5614 
odomsl@joimail.com 

Third Vice-President, Hosts, 2007 
Kim Odorn Green and Frank Odom 
980 Windmill Pkwy 
Evans, GA 30809 706.651.1640 
kim-g@comcast.net 

Treasurer 
Thelma and Glenn Blackburn 
1856 Putnam Drive 
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TPBGEN@aol.com 

Secretary 
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preston@copper.net 

Editor 
Jeanne Loskill Odom 
119 Eagle's View Crescent 
Hayesville, NC 28904 828.389.1971 
ncodorns@earthlink.net 

The NOA Newsletter is published 

quarterly by the National Odom Assembly. Informa
tion in this publication is of interest to those people 
doing genealogical research on the names Odom, 
Odum, Odam, Oldham, etc. Assistance is offered and 
research shared in lineage, as well as biographical 
and historical records. Fellowship is fostered through 
newsletter contents and the annual NOA meetings 
held the third weekend in July. In 2006 the NOA 
will meet in Hartsville, SC, July 19-23. For informa
tion contact Lynn and Victor Odom , the SC repre
sentatives. 

July, 2006 

NOA State Representatives 

Arkansas 

California 

Florida 

Georgia 

Indiana 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Mississippi 

North Carolina 

Oklahoma 

South Carolina 

Texas 

Emma Cox Odom, 602 N. Centennial Avenue 
West Fork, AR 72774 479.839.2551 
eodom@cox-internet.com 

Dale E. Tucker, 8372 Lucania Street 
Dublin, CA 94568 925.828.1345 
tuckerdl@comcast.net 

Charles Odom, 2405 Twickingham Court 
Clermont, FL 34711-6990 352.243.3342 
ncodoms@earthlink.net 

Kim Odom Green, 980 Windmill Pkwy 
Evans, GA 30809 706.651.1640 
kim-g@comcast.net 

Betty Odom Haskett, 1337 Ridgedale Road 
Riclunond, IN 47374 765.935.7516 
mikenbetty@aol.com 

Kent Preston, 36 Preston-Cates Road 
Sebree, KY 42455 270.884.3402 
preston@copper.net 

Dot Wise Wirth, 9524 W. Pomona Drive 
Baton Rouge, LA 70815 225.925.8878 
dot@dotwirth.com 

Pearl Odom, 23 Chason Eret Road 
Stateline, MS 39362 601.848.7668 
libps28@tds.net 

Carolyn M. Kerr, 6900 North Ridge Drive 
Raleigh, NC 27615 9191.872.0698 
ckerrl@nc.rr.co 

Thelma Pope Blackburn, 1856 Putnam Drive 
Bartlesville, OK 74006 918.333.7902 
TPBGEN@aoLcom 

Victor L. Odom, Jr., P.O. Box 572 
North, SC 29112 803.247.5614 
odomsl@joimaiLcom 

Bob Purdy, 12105 Mustang Chase 
Austin, TX 78711 512.258.9416 
bpurdy@austin.rr.com 

DNA Discussion Group 

http://groups.yahoO.COm!group/N-O-Ai 

COMMUNICATION IS THE KEY 
Website: 

http://odomassembly.us 

Webmaster: Dot Wise Wirth dot@dotwirth.com 
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Greetings from Arkansas 

Hello to all of the Wonderful NOA Family: 
My plans had been for a different kind of News for 
this time, But like always we make plans but some
times they don't come together. The plans I had 
kind of got lost in between making trips to hospital 
and doctors office to get R.D. 's yearly heart 
checkup and the pastor ofour church being killed in 
a terrible car wTeck with two ofhis grandsons. So I 
laid aside the material I had planed to use for 
another story of Isaac Brown Odom Family. But it 
w ill keep and perhaps I will be able to add to it 
before next news time. 

R.D. and I have been enjoying our Odom Website 
we set up. Our niece Ira Dennis (Tootie) has helped 
us with this. We have been able to be in touch with 
the brothers and sisters of Tootie picking up where 
we left off when they were all children. Also, have 
made some good contacts with people who knew 
about or was married into our Odom line. Some of 
the information we have come across has been very 
interesting. As you all know when you find one little c "crumb" you just dig in for more and more. 

We have our trip plans about worked out, Lined 
up our drivers, made our reservations, checked off 
the day we PLAN to leave, ordered our Banquet 
tickets, and will keep checking our list to make sure 
we have not overlooked anything. After NOA our 
family has plans for us to meet other fiunily mem
bers and spend a week at Garden City, SC 

We all know that R.D. is going to be ready to 
head home before the rest of us are. I for one am 
looking forward to the whole trip. Victor and Lynn 
have some "good" things set up. I am ready to head 
out and get away for a relaxing time. 

I know I am going to miss Jeanne as our News 
Editor. It has been fun for me to work with her, But 
I know after nine years she is ready for a change. 
We wish her and Charlie lots ofgood days ahead. 

Emma and R.D. Odom, West Fork, AK 

Greetings from California 

First of all condolences to Beverly Veale and 
Family. Beverly is the daughter of Lois Fern Odom 

Veale, who passed away on May 26,2006. Lois Fern 
Odom Veale was a long-time California Member of 
NOA. I understand she attended NOA years ago and 
some members may remember her. Paula spoke to 
Beverly a couple of months ago when she was doing 
her State Representative calling.. Beverly alerted 
Paula to her mother's condition and how she looked 
forward to the NOA Newsletter. 

Both ofus enjoyed the beautry ofYosemite and the 
Valley Floor. June was a beautiful time as the winter 
was late and the waterfalls and rivers were running 
full. The dogwoods were just starting to bloom and 
presented quite a picture.If you have the opportunity 
to visit Yosemite-----do it! The park is a spectacular 
work ofnature. 

We will see Betty and Mike Haskett in June as they 
travel through California to Montana. We hope to 
catch them for lunch. 

Paula and I leave for Utah and the end of June for 
the Merrill and Tucker fiunily reunions. We will travel 
on until meeting "y'all" in South Carolina. Natalie 
will go to North Carolina a week early and visit 
friends from the Greensboro area. Dale and Natalie 
are planning on joining the River Rats on the Pee Dee 
trip. Paula will play it by ear! 

Keeping a connection is so important to us as you 
are all so special to us. We are not always doing our 
genealogy, but we hve a deep connection to the NOA 
fiunily. We have made many friends over the past 
seventeen years and we want you know that we 
cherish your friendship. 

Jeanne, thank you for alllllllll the great newsletters. 
You have done a spectacular job in getting the news 
to us. Your job has been endless and we do appreci
ate you and your extra carlen work. Thanks! 

Dale and Paula Tucker, Dublin, CA 

Greetings from Florida 

This will be my second visit to the Pee Dee area. A 
number of years ago I found evidence of Archibald 
Odom's presence in 1795. I'm hoping to use the local 
materials to find land records and some information 
about his parents, siblings and wife. 

I'm bringing a 1780 map of the area showing many 
(Continued on page 4) 

........ 
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(Continued from page 3) 

of the Revolutionary War sites descn'bed in Gen. Mar
ion's reports: Drowning Creek, Cat Fish Swamp, 
Welch Neck, George-town, Camden. and Darlington 
District. With stories of Generals Green, Gates and 
Marion, history comes alive. 

Charles A. Odom 

Greetings from Georgia 

One night recently, I (Frank Odom) spoke with Jimmy 
Ray Odom of Texas. on the phone. Usually, our 
conversation is about none other than our favorite 
country singer, Lefty Frizzell. But that night was 
different. The subject of the Sons of the Confederate 
Veterans came up. J.R. mentioned that a H. Dixon 
Odom was listed in the SCV membership book from 
Bennettsville, South Carolina. He gave me his address 
and telephone number. I gave him a call that night. 
Guess what? By doing so, I found another cousin on 
my line. He is a descendant of Sion W. Odom of the 
South Carolina 24th. Our thirty-minute conversation 
consisted of recalling names we were both familiar 
with. I asked Harvey ifhe ever heard ofthe NOA, and 
he said, "no". I told him about our reunion in 
Hartsville, South Carolina in July. This news really 
excited him. Since it is only 25 miles from his home, he 
said he and his wife would most definitely be there. I 
gave him the name of the hotel and the days we will be 
meeting. I can't wait to meet him. He will be bringing 
all ofhis family records. 

Kim Odom Green, Evans, GA 

Greetings from Indiana 

We are looking forward to seeing everyone in 
Hartsville! It will be here before you know it. 

We are leaving here on the 5th of June and taking a 
month long road trip. We are going to Oklahoma City 
to visit our daughter and family. Our only grandchild is 
now almost 2! We will then head to Flagstaff, AZ to 
visit old teaching friends of Betty's. They are taking us 
on the back roads to the Grand Canyon .... sounds like 
fun! Then we are off to sunny California to visit our 
oldest daughter, Kristine. She relocated after Katrina 

took everything she had in New Orleans. We will 
then swing by and visit with the Dale, Paula and " 
Natalie Tucker in Dublin prior to going to my -.i., 
sister's in Merced. We then pJan to drive the coast 
up through Oregon and Washington State before 
heading across Idaho to Glacier National Park in 
Montana. We pJan on staying there three days and 
then driving across the northern part of the US 
and then turning back south in Minnesota on our 
way home. We hope to be back the 29th of June. 
Will need a rest before heading to South Carolina! 

Dan is still serving at Chilis here in Rich
mond ... thinking about moving to North Carolina 
where many of his friends from school have gone 
and are doing well. They have encouraged him to 
join them there. His father lives there too. 

Betty has met some Odom cousins in her line on 
the Internet and is trying to interest them in NOA. 
They are in Sacramento, CA and we pJan on 
visiting with them while there. She has also found 
cousins in Arkansas and has led them to the NOA 
Website. 

Grandma Odom is not doing well. She is pretty 
much confined to her wheelchair with limited ~ 
mo bility and seems at times confused. She turned 
87 last April Fools day. We should be so lucky to 
have the chance to hang around that long. 

Danielle will be leaving for San Diego, CA in 
August to attend a Gemology School. She has a 
BS in Geology. She has high hopes of attaining a 
position within the Gem market. She has been 
working at a Hastings Store in Newnan, GA in the 
meantime. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone in SCI 

Mike Haskett, Richmond, IN 

Greetings from Louisiana 

Julius and I made a trip back to Hazlehurst, GA 
(I still think of it as home!). We spent the first 
night in Crestview, FL and arrived at the home of 
our friends in Denton, GA on Thursday. On Fri
day we attended Julius' 58th high school reunion 
where we enjoyed seeing all our old friends. On "''\ 

) 
(Conlinued on page 5) 
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our way back to Louisiana we traveled to Jack
sonville, to help celebrate the 85th birthday of 
Julius' sister, Minnie Dell; then we went on to Lake 
City, FL to enjoy some time with my brother, 
James and his family. All my brothers and sisters 
save one were present. James fried bass that he had 
caught and we had all the good things that go with 
fish. It was a wonderful time being with our family. 

We hate that we will not be able to attend the 
NOA reunion this year, but maybe when it is closer 
we will be able to go again and see our friends and 
loved ones. 

Thanks, Jeanne, for all you have done these many 
years to make the newsletter so interesting and 
informative. 

Kitty Henderson, Denham Springs, LA 

Greetings from Oklahoma 

Glenn & I are getting excited about our NOA 
reunion in SC and especially seeing our Odom 
friends. This is always an exciting time for us. WISh 
more of our Oklahoma extended family were com
ing with us, however, our group are very busy with 
family weddings and college graduations. 

Albert & Henrietta Luttmer's son Robert was 
married June 24th. Don and Phyllis Odom of 
Guthrie have a grandson graduating from college in 
August. Jack Odom ofHeavener, OK is doing well. 
Been trying to make contact with our Oklahoma 
family but ran out oftime. 

We didn't have our usual May Oklahoma lun
cheon this spring, But I hope to get everyone 
to gether in early fall. 

Reviewing the State Census of North Carolina 
1784-1787; Second Edition Revised by Mrs. Al
varetta Kenan Register proved interesting for 
Odom researching. She has several Odom's listed 
in the early counties of NC. Even more Odom's, 
Oldham, Odum, etc. are listed in the Index To The 
1800 Census ofNorth Carolina by Elizabeth Petty 
Bentley, (1982). This book has given me something 
new to think about with my Odom family. 

Thanks, Jeanne for serving as our NOA Editor 
for many years and keeping us connected through 

the newsletter. Your work and dedication has been 
greatly appreciated by everyone. Now you can take 
that nice long break from the newsletter while others 
of us keep wondering "what am I going to write for 
the next newsletter". Best wishes, Jeanne and enjoy 
your free time. 

Glenn and Thelma Blackburn, Bartlesville, OK 

Greeting from Texas 

As you might imagine, our lives this year have 
revolved around the kids and their activities. For Sara 
Beth, it's band, school, church, choir and Girl Scouts. 
For John it is Boy Scouts, school, choir, and little 
league baseball. Sara Beth recently finished her Girl 
Scout Gold Award (which is the GS equivalent of 
Eagle Scout) . She will attend a state-wide awards 
ceremony at the State Capitol next spring. She did 
great in school too, receiving the Trustees' Award 
(top 10%) and was accepted into the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma program. She has finished her 
International Baccalaureate Middle Years with flying 
colors.. As all the components are sent all over the 
world to be graded, we are awaiting word in August 
as to whether she is to be awarded the completion on 
that. She is a section leader in the marching band and 
is attending the leadership camp at UT Arlington and 
then the Longhorn Band Camp at UT Austin. She 
won the only scholarship offered to the UT Austin 
camp. She got a first division (superior) ranking on 
her French Hom solo at the regional competition then 
went on to the Texas state competition and received 
a second division ranking. Besides all that, she has 
earned her driver's license and is hanging around with 
her friends this summer and running errands for 
Mom. 

John finished Cub Scouts by earning his Arrow of 
Light and then joined Boy Scout Troop 511 in Jan
uary. He absolutely loves it and has hit the ground 
running. He has already earned his Tenderfoot rank 
and is almost finished with his Second Class. He just 
got back from a week at scout camp at Lake Bastrop 
and is now a seasoned camper having dealt with both 
rain and 100+ weather. He had a great time at Little 
League baseball and has really started becoming a 
good hitter. He hit a grand slam home run in the only 

pi 
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game his parents have ever missed. John also did 
very well in school and is ready for the move to 
middle school in the full. This was his second year to 
have perfect attendance. It was his 3rd year to be on 
his class relay team, and like last year ... this year his 
team came in first! He will be starting band and has 
decided to try percussion, which ifyou know John, is 
a perfect choice as it is the "instrument" that requires 
the most equipment. He's had 2 years practice mov
ing percussion equipment ... having been on Pit Crew 
at Anderson High School for the marching band. 

Having spent the last 1 112 years running the 
uniform committee for the band, Cathy is president 
of the Anderson High School band parents organiza
tion where she will have "control" over huge sums of 
money. She and Sara Beth are preparing for the 
band's trip to London in December to march in a 
New Year's Day parade and play several concerts. 
She and Sara Beth are still involved in the GS 
troop ... and are planning on joining the new Venture 
Crew that is forming in John's Boy Scout troop. 
Cathy is also busy with a large embroidery project 
and other crafts projects. including lots of things 
around the house and yard. 

Bob Purdy, Austin, Texas 

(BOB JUST HANGS ON FOR DEAR LIFE. WE LOVE 

TO HAVE lllM AROUND, SO WE KEEP lllM QUITE 

BUSY WITH OUR STUFF! CATHY'S NOTE). 

The Pee Dee River Basin 

For more information on the eastern part of South 
Carolina refer to the July, 2001 issue of the NOA 
Newsletter. It contains a good history of the settle
ment ofthe area and a map which when compared to 
the present day map ofSouth Carolina in a road atlas 
becomes even more helpful. 

Be aware that more battles in the Revolution were 
fought in South Carolina than any other colony. 

! Many ofthese were in the Pee Dee area. 

For the Record 
George Cosby Odom, 89, of Roswell, New 

Mexico died April 4, 2006 in Lubbock Heart Hospi
tal in Lubbock, TX. 

A native of Sebree, KY he was the son of the late 
George C. and Connie B. Odom. He grew up on a 
farm near Sebree and after graduating from high 
school he attended Murray State College. He joined 
the United States Navy and was sent to the Naval 
base in Portmouth, NH where he met Harriet Zim
mer, a WA VB from California. They married before 
he was sent to the Pacific to serve as a submariner for 
eighteen months about the USS Plaice. 

After receiving honorable discharges from the 
Navy they enrolled in the Theological Seminary in 
Chicago, IL and Baylor University School of Reli
gion in Waco, TX and earned the Master of Arts 
degrees in 1952. They spent 33 years as missionaries 
in Brazil and then retired to Roswell. 

Dr. Odom remained active in the ministry through 
Calvary Baptist Church in Roswell. 

He was preceded in death by his wife, Harriet, in 
2004. 

Survivors include his children Melodie Marnell, 
Denis and Rosie Odom , all of Roswell; Georgette 
Pereira, Washington, and Gloria and Steve Trommler 
of Stevens, PA; two brothers and sisters-in law, Ed 
and Helen Odom of Lexington, KY and Jack and 
Martha Odom of Kuttawa, KY; three sisters and 
brothers-in-law, Karlene and Charlie Cobb, Sebree, 
Katherine and Bernice Ballard, KY and Mildred and 
Freddie Preston, Slaughters, KY; 10 grandchildren; 
six great-grandchildren; five step-grandchildren, 
three step-great-grandchildren and nieces and 
nephews. 

George and Harriet were long-time members ofthe 
NOA and attended many reunions. They shared their 
life with the NOA Newsletter readers several times: 
July, 2002, July 2003 and April, 2004 and they were 
State Representatives and faithful contributors to the 
NOA Newsletter. 

Flora Lee Odom Gibson, 84, died in her sleep 
Sunday night April 16, 2006 in Henshaw, Union )County, KY. She was born in Morganfield, KY. She 

(Continued on page 7) 
I 
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married James Burt Odom in 1937. She had two 
I' childred; Duane (deceased) and Velda. After the 
"'" 	 death ofJames Odom she married Mr. Gibson in the 

1960s. Mrs. Odom was preceded in death by six 
brothers, and is survived by two brothers and a 
sister. She was the aunt of Raymond Odom, Rock 
Hill, SC. 

Don and Phyllis 
Odom celebrated their 
60th wedding anniver
sary on April 14, 2006. 
They were married in 
1946 in the Broadway 
Christian Church in Wi
chita, KS. 

The Odoms have lived 
in Guthrie, OK since 

1950 and have enjoyed every day of it. Their chil
dren are Janice and Richard Kinkade, both de
ceased, and Carann and Bob Sanderson of Midwest 
City, OK Their grandchildren are Scott and Holly 
Kinkade ofGuthrie and Courtney and Brad Lawson 
ofHarrah, OK. 

Both Don and Phyllis retired from the Guthrie 
Public Schools; Phyllis was registrar at Guthrie 
Junior High for 25 years and Don served as teacher, 
coach, athletic trainer and audio visual srvices direc
tor for 38 years. 

Graduations 


Karan Jessica Odom 
received her Bachelor of 
Arts in Zoology, Magna 
Cum Laude from the Ohio 
State Univesity, Delaware, 
Ohio. Prior to graduation 
she was initiated into the 
Eta Chapter of Phi Beta 
Kappa. Her pround parents 

-------------------------------~ 

are Greg and Paula Odom of Maitland, FL. Charles 
and Jeanne Odom of Hayesville, NC are her grand
parents. Karan is interning with a research team in 
Newfoundland, Canada studying the effects of vari
ous types of logging on the population and dispersal 
of birds. College life was never easy, but there's no 
electricity in the camp and a trip to the nearest town 
is a two hour drive away. Karan loves it! 

Susan Odom Cooper, Jeffrey Odom, Beverly Bailey Odom, 
Wallace Odom, Jennifer Odom DuPnis 

Jeffrey Allen Odom, son of Beverly Bailey 
Odom and Wallace Odom, husband of Kara and 
father of Bailey, received his Bachelor of Arts in 
Criminal Justice from the University ofTexas, Arling
ton and his Bachelor of Arts in History from the 
University ofTexas, Tyler. 

And Happy Birthday to Eldon Odom of Baird, 
TX who celebrated his 78th birthday on June 25. 
1928 must have been a very good year! 

The Flag of Freedom 
http://home.comcast.netl-jodom25 

,John L. Odom relates a compelling story of 
how the United States flag from the battle
ship USS Oklahoma saved his life and the 
lives of all his family in 1938 when they were 
living in Coruna, Spain. 

The flag now hangs in the Oklahoma State 
Historical Museum. Visit the web site for the 
complete story with photos. 

http://home.comcast.netl-jodom25


8 

NOA Newsletter July, 

Living History 
EachJu1y we feature the recollections and stories of 

Odoms who lived recent centuries. We welcome your 
contnDutions. Stories told to you or your very own 
memories of the past keep the past alive to us and to 
others. This is our living history. We are proud ofit. 

From The Streets 01 Beaven 
Lem Odom as told to his son, Frank Odom 

Before the depression in the late twenties, Momma 
and Daddy left the farm and moved to the city. They 
lived in a new house, drove a new car, and had money 
in the bank. Then, as my Daddy put it, the bottom fell 
out. He lost everything he had. It wasn't until after 
the depression that they moved back to the farm. I 
wasn't born until after the depression, but I felt the 
effects from it. I remember tales my Daddy told 
about those years when there was no money and no 
work to be found -what it was like going to bed 
knowing his family was hungry and nothing he could 
do about it. 

Momma said every night they always prayed for 
food, and the good Lord always provided at least one 
meal a day. Daddy often mentioned the hard times 
they had during the big snow in 1930, the year my 
brother was born. 

Daddy said the only food source they could depend 
on was the eggs from the four chickens they kept 
locked up on the back porch -that is until a thief in the 
night broke in and stole the chickens. 

The biggest snow that ever fell in Birmingham fell 
during the depression, and the only way my family 
kept from freezing to death was by pulling the boards 
off the house and feeding them to the pot-bellied 
stove in the living room. Daddy said by the time the 
winter of 1930 was over they had burned the back 
bedroom and the back porch for firewood. 

The most memorable story my Daddy told about 
those days happened on Christmas Eve in the year of 
the big snow. He was on his way back from town 
where he had walked the street all day in search for 
work that he was unable to find. Cold, tired, hungry, 
and exhausted from his seven-mile walk from town, 
he sat down on the curb to rest. Knowing that he had 
a family at home with no food in the house was more 
than he could bear. So he placed his head in his hands 

and began to pray his crying prayer. He asked the 
Lord for mercy and if it were His will for Him to let ~ 
there be food on his table for Christmas. With his " 
head still bowed between his knees, he opened his 
eyes and his world shook with joy, for laying in the 
gutter glittering in the setting sunlight was a five 
dollar gold piece. He danced and shouted praises to 
God all the way to the grocery store. He bought a 
turkey, a sack of flower, a bag of oranges, two 
rubber dolls for my two sisters, a pacifier for my 
brother, and a pin cushion for Momma. He bought 
so much food with that five dollar gold piece that 
the man at the grocery store had to help him carry it 
all home. 

There was food on the table for Christmas day, 
not only for our family, but also for another family 
that was invited to share the blessing. When my 
Daddy told this story, I asked him who put the gold 
piece in the gutter. He said nobody did. "Ifnobody 
did," I asked, "then how did it get there?" He 
answered with his ever believing faith, "Son, it fell 
from the streets ofHeaven." 

THE GRFAT DEPRESSION, BEGAN IN 1929 AND LASTED t) 
THROUGH THE TIilRTIES. PRICES OF CROPS FELL 40-60%. 
WITH ONE OF EVERY FOUR WORKERS OUT OF A JOB NO ONE 

FELT SAFE. NINE THOUSAND BANKS FAILED LOSING AN ESTI

MATED 140 BllLIONDOLLARS. EDITOR'S NOTE 

Five DeBars and a Mule 
by RayOdom 

The title of this lineage story was given to me by 
my father who was born in Union County Kentucky 
in 1915 to George Leonard Odom and Molly 
(Yates) Odorn. My grandfather George Leonard 
Odom was one of ten children born to a Joseph 
Henry Odom and Melinda (Phelps) Odom. He was 
born in Ohio County Kentucky in 1886. The others 
born were William Amos Odom in 1889, Martha 
Elizabeth (Odorn) Gibson in 1891, Gladys (Odorn) 
Penrod in 1892, Daniel Odorn in 1897, Charles 
Odom in 1899, Mamie Odorn in 1901, James Burt 
Odom in 1903, Virgie (Odom) Meadors in 1907, 
and Katie Kathryn (Odorn) Whitfield in 1911. ) 
How my great-grandfather got to Kentucky I don't 

(Colltinued 011 page 9) 
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know for sure but I know he met and married his wife 

\. 
t 	 in Logan County in 1884. He was a tobacco share 

cropper and moved around a lot to be with the 
current crop being grown and harvested. He and his 
wife relocated to Ohio County where my grandfather 
was born in 1886. He then moved to Union County 
Kentucky circa 1888 where the rest of the children 
were born. They settled down there as sharecroppers 
raising tobacco and corn and raised their children in 
the Henshaw area between Sturgis and the county 
seat ofMorganfield. 

My grandfather George Leonard Odom met my 
grandmother Molly Yates near the current location 
ofCamp Breckenridge just north ofMorganfield 
while he was farming with her father and putting up 
tobacco in the drying barns. He used to ride a mule 
to work and back a distance of 12 miles one way ev
eryday. When the tobacco was cured and ready for 
sale a buyer would travel through the area and offer a 
fair price for the tobacco. The tobacco had to be de
livered to the auction barns by team and wagon in 
Owensboro over 60 miles away. My grandfather and 
Mr. Yates would be gone for two to three days and 
bring back dry goods for use at both homes. My 
grandfather asked to marry my grandmother on 
Easter Sunday in 1911 but her father said no. So they 
decided to run away and get married and took the 
ferry across the Ohio River near Uniontown, Ken
tucky and were married on November 19, 1911 in 
Shawneetown, Illinois. They came back to the Hen
shaw area and he worked as a share cropper as his 
father did and moved around Union County living in 
housing provided by the farmer and made a living as 
best they could. They had ten children all of them 
born in the Morganfield area. George Henry in 
1913, my father Paul Raz in 1915, James Houston in 
1917, Quentin Roosevelt in 1919, Flora Lee in 1922, 
Walter Robert in 1924, Louis Eugene in 1925, Her
man Parker in 1927, Joseph Leonard in 1930, and 
Lillie Pearl in 1932. None ofthem finished school 
beyond the eighth grade but were some ofthe 
smartest people I ever knew They could fix any
thing, knew all the plants, quilt, sew, can, and with 
little or no money. Their aunts and uncles all lived 
near each other and my father would stay with who( 	 ever needed help with the farm chores or cutting of 
pulp wood and then come back home and help with 

-


whatever needed to be done to winter up for the next 
season. When my father was 14 years old he and his 
dad had an argument and my father decided to go 
live with his aunt who had moved to southern Illinois 
with her husband who had taken a job in the then 
developing oil fields in and around Cowling. My 
father said he hitch-hiked and walked, about 120 
miles, to his aunt's and when it came to time to bed 
down he would just stop at someone's house and 
asked ifthey had any chores to do for lodging and he 
would bed up in a hayloft and then get up early and 
start the next day. It took him four days to get to his 
aunts and when he got there they put him to work 
picking strawberries for 25 cents a day. My father 
was gone for three weeks and then hopped a coal 
train back home to a father and mother who seemed 
unconcerned that he had been gone for that amount 
of time. He told me later in life that his father told 
his mother that "he had probably gone to Gladys's 
and he will be home when he gets ready to come 
home or we will just hitch up a team and wagon to 
go visit and bring him home when we come back". 
He was sharecropping with a family in Union County 
in 1929 when the farmer offered him a chance to buy 
the fifty acres he was sharecropping for a dollar an 
acre. The only thing my grandfather had was more 
mouths to feed and no money at all. My grandfather 
was able to borrow, on his next years crop, five 
dollars from a brother and went to the farmer and 
asked him ifhe would buy one ofhis mules for forty 
five dollars and give him the land. The farmer said 
no but he would buy both of the team for fifty 
dollars. My father told me that his father always had 
a good team of mules to farm with and could not 
afford to sell both mules to the guy. He needed at 
least one to be able to work the land that he had. My 
father worked for this farmer also as a sharecropper 
after he was married in 1935 and my grandfather 
relocated to Webster County and died a poor but 
proud man at the age of 55. 

While I was a young boy my father would tell us 
this story as we were traveling to Kentucky to visit 
his and my mother's families. He would tell us 
where he lived as a boy and where he worked and so 
forth, but as we always came to this one area he 

(Continued on page 10) 
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would say "See those oil wells. They could have 
been ours for five dollars and a mule!" 

On the fifty acres where my grandfather fanned 
oil and coal were found in the late 1930's. The oil 
was pumped for the World War II fuel program and 
is pumping today. The coal has been stripped and 
the pits have been filled in and reverted back to 
farmland. 

My father, like his father, died at too young ofan 
age of heart failure but both were very poor and 
very proud to be named Odom and never failed to 
help someone who was worse offthen they were. I 
am proud to be a son and grandson ofthe people in 
this story and also proud to be an Odom. 

History 01 the 

Old Cheraws: 


containing 


An Account ofthe Aborigines ofthe Pedee, 

The First White Settlements, Their Subse


quent Progress, Civil Changes, The Struggle 

ofthe Revolution, and Growth ofthe 


County Afterward 

From 1730-1810 


Rt. Rev. Alexander Gregg, D.D. 

New York, 1867 


The author derived his interest in this period 
when he was Rector of St. David's Church, 
Cheraw, SC and wrote the book while in Texas as 
the Bishop ofthe P .E. Church there. 

This is a well-researched, comprehensive study of 
the area. There is an index and several maps. Of 
particular interest are the stories that give the sense 
ofthe times. Here's an example. 

George Saunders decided to cut down a bee tree, 
a cypress in the swamp on the Sabbath. As the 
cypress fell, it broke a limb of an ash which was 
thrown with such violence at the head of Saunders 
that he was killed instantly. Later an ash tree came 
up at the head of his grave and grew to maturity. 
This was regarded as a standing monument of the 
judgement sent upon him for the violation of the 
Lord's Day. 

And now a tale of the retribution that followed the 
Revolution... The fork between the Lumber river and " 
the Little Pedee sheltered a noted group of Tories. L 
(British sympathizers) A party of Whigs, Levi Odom 
among them, banded together to bring the outlaws to 
tenns. A man named Courtney was particularly ob
noxious to the Whigs. He had evaded capture a 
number of times. Courtney went to visit a friend and 
was found by the Whigs; Jordan Gibson, Will and 
Tom Neville, Enos Tart, John Betheam Sr. and Jr. and 
Levi Odom. Courtney saw them coming and fled 
astride a fleet horse; Gibson fired at him and missed. 
Then Tart took aim and brought him to the ground 
with a leg wound. Odom, who was a relative of the 
Betheas, and had served as a soldier in Virginia called 
on the Nevilles to shoot Courtney. They refused. 
Odom shot the wounded man. Long after, when sick 
and in delerium, Odom was seen to exhibit terror at 
the vision of the bloody victim ofhis revenge. 

Another tale has a more pleasant ending. Andrew 
Hunter, of St. David's, was a young, bold and daring 
spirit. He along with a small force went to Drowning 
Creek to hunt down Fanning, a notorious Tory. Unex- ~ 
pectedly, they were met by a much larger force and 
soon beaten back. Hunter was riding his prized mare, 
Red Doe, and was sure her speed would save him. But 
Fanning singled him out and pursued him relentlessly. 
The chase was long and ultimately Fanning and his 
men caught up with Hunter and captured him. All the 
men and horses were winded. They sat around har
rassing Hunter as their horses rested. Hunter knew he 
was doomed; however he maneuvered himself near 
Fanning's horse and leapt astride and escaped. A few 
shots were fired, but they were aimed high to save the 
horse. Hunter called his new horse Red Buck. 

After the war Fanning repeatedly tried to regain 
possession of his horse through the courts in Darling
ton and by less legal means. He had a reputation as a 
marauder, but he was reckless and sanguine. Francis 
Marion pardoned some Tories, but he specifically 
excluded Fanning. 

Hunter later was elected a member ofthe legislature 
from Darlington. 

After the fall of Charles-town to the British, the' 
(Continued on page 11) 
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( 	 Light Horse under Major Wemys headed to the 
PeDee to proclaim the State lost beyond recovery. 
His rapid and devasting march alienated many. The 
British felt they were in possession of the rights of 
sovereignty over a conquered country and that the 
efforts of the citizens to assert their independence 
any further made them guilty of ingratitude, treason 
and rebellion. 

The British ''violated rules which are held sacred 
between hostile nations". Wemys marched up the 
west side of the river burning everything and 
"treating the inhabitants with relentless cruelty". 
These atrocities only served to drive the Whigs to 
desperation and led to a terrible revenge. 

After the War matters turned to that of commerce. 
While there were rudimentary roads, the primary 
form oftransportation were the rivers. Improving the 
navigation was important. In 1785 we find that a 
team of commissioners was appointed for clearing 
out some of the rivers. Archibald Odom was among 
those responsible for making the Great Pedee naviga.e	ble from Euhany to the North Carolina line. They 
were authorized to assess a tax on the land within six 
miles of the river in one area and tax land within ten 
miles on the northern portion. 

The index is helpful, but not complete. This book 
was written way before computers! While it is foot
noted, there is no Bibliography. My copy is a 1965 
reprint. 

Jeanne LoskiB Odom 

JlJlJlJlJl 
Two Coalederate a....lta.. 

aad Their Patients 
JackO. Welsh 

Mercer University Press 
..apress.o... 

Missing a Civil War veteran? Eighteen thousand 
soldiers were patients in Atlanta and Opelika, AL and 
their records were saved. The records are now in the 

(' Samuel H. Stout Collection at the Center for Ameri
can History, University ofTexas at Austin. 

The patients at the two Atlanta hospitals, Fair

ground Hospitals I and II, were moved to Mississippi 
and then to Opelika, AL. The hospitals closed in 
February, 1865. 

This volume by Welsh not only covers unusual 
material, his approach is novel and organized. He 
describes the hospital operation, the diseases and 
treatments of a Civil War hospital along with the 
statistics. A CD-ROM accompanies the book; it con
tains the lists of patients. Each entry lists name, unit, 
date admitted, and how discharged, furloughed or 
died. 

This is a book I'd like to inspect. Sure beats looking 
through land records in a courthouse or on mi
crofiche! 

JlJlJlJlJl 

ladell to the :aGO Ceas.. 01 Georgia 


AJvaretta It. Reglster 

(;eaealoglcal PabUsblag Co., lac. 


Baltllllore, lID 


Essentially the only usable census index for the 
state of Georgia, this reference tool col,lStitutes the 
most reliable source ofdata published. Records of the 
first three U.S. censuses for Georgia were destroyed 
in the British assault ofWashington during the War of 
1812. Name indexes to the 1820 and 1840 censuses 
do exist, but these indexes do not identify the original 
census page. 

This work contains the names of 52,000 heads of 
households and gives the county ofresidence and the 
page number in the census where the name appears. 
Individuals are indexed alphabetically by surname. All 
names of like sound are grouped together; the vari
ants are arranged in order ofthe most frequently used 
spelling. The compiler of this book was a nationally 
known figure in federal administration programs and 
a certified genealogist . 

If you would like to inspect these or similar 
books, but hesitate to invest in a specialty volume 
that may not have the information you seek, take 
the information to your local library and ask them 
to obtain it for you. They'll do a computer search 
and make an inter-library loan for you. Works like 
a charm. 
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Family Line 
Terry Andenon Page 912-234-0873 E-mail: av

page@aol.com 5617 Garrard St; Savannah, GA 
39886 submits her line. Of course she'd like to go 
beyond John and discover his parents. All of her 
known early ancestors are centered in Toombs 
County, Lyons, GA, not far from the Oconee River. 
The Oconee River joins with the Ocmulgee to form 
the Altamaha leading to Darien and the Atlantic. All 
three rivers were very important for transportation of 
crops, livestock and passengers. The Interstates of 
the 18th and 19th centuries, as it were. 

1 John Odom b 1 Jan 1800; d 22 Nov 1872, m Nancy 
Gordon b 9 Aug 1809; d 30 Oct 1898. Both buried 
in the Odom Cemetery in Lyons, GA. 

2 Alexander Gordon Odom b 12 Feb 1826; d 16 
Sept 1908, m Caroline McGregor b 24 May 
1829, d 3 Jul1883. Both are burie in the 
Odom Cenetery in Lyons, GA. 

3 John Jack Odom b 26 Jun 1868; d 5 Apr 
1932 m Flora Catherine McIntyre b 23 
Dec 1870, d 27 Jul 1927. Both are buried 
in the Odom Cemetery in Lyons, GA. 
4 Josephine Odom b 28 Apr 1896; d 12 

Oct 1940 m William Henry Anderson 
b 15 Jan 1886, d 27 Apr 1956. Both 
are buried in Bonaventure Cemetery, 
Savannah, GA. 

5 Odom Victor Anderson b 1 Jul 
1916; d 16 Jul1970 m Jewell 
Sullivan b 11 Oct 1917, d 9 Nov 
2000. Both are buried in Bona
venture Cemetery, Savannah, GA. 

6 Terry Anderson b 25 May 
1952; m Richard Eugene 
Page b 331 Oct 1943 

Gordon Darr; of Dexter, Michigan; gor
don.darr@gmail.com sends this plea. Send him a 
suggestion for investigation ifyou can't help him with 
information, please. 

I am an exasperated and frustrated family re
searcher. I am seeking my great-great-grandmother, 
whom I know as Mattie Clemons Odom. Mr. Odom 

would have been her second husband, and they 
likely got married in Oklahoma (Pittsburgh ~. 
County?) ca 1890. My great-grandmother was from .... 
her first marriage to Richard Henry Winter. 

We believe that she was part Cherokee or 
Choctaw and that perhaps Mr. Winter was 
Choctaw. Possibly he could have been part African
American, from a plantation in Tennessee. Mattie's 
mother was likely Eady Clemons, second wife of 
Wiley Clemons ofAlabama. 

Mattie was born ca 1852. Her place and time of 
death are unknown. I do know she had a son, Billy 
Odom, who would have been my grandmother's 
half-cousin. My grandmother, who is 94, remembers 
Billy Odom. I would like to find descendants, half-
second and third cousins of mine to help me trace 
the matemalline of Mattie Clemons, and ultimately 
unlock the mystery of Eady Clemons who could be 
a Native American. 

1 Eady m Wiley Clemons, AL 
2 Mattie Clemons, b ca 1852; m Richard Henry 

Wmter, B TN? Choctaw?; m _ Odom; 
Pittsburgh Co. OK? ~) ,

3 BillyOdom 
4 ___ 

I 
t5 Grandmother 94 

6 ___ 
7 Gordon Darr 

Quenes? I 
Hi, I'm Lee Anne Johnson of Cleveland Georgia. 

My grandmother is Ruth Odom Bowie of Walter
boro, S.C. Her futher was Joseph WaUace Odom 
Jr., (b. 1887), his futher Joseph Wallace Odom Sr. 
(b. 1857), from the Florence and Darlington areas. I 
understand Joe Sr.'s wife Lanie Carter Odom is 
buried in the Swift Creek Cemetery. Most of 
Lanie's other fumily is in Mt. Hope Cemetery. 

I would very much appreciate any information you 
could send my way about this fumily. My grand
mother doesn't talk about her early fumily life, so I, - \ 
my mother and aunt are trying to discover what we ) 

(Continued on page 13) 

mailto:don.darr@gmail.com
mailto:page@aol.com
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\.., can without upsetting her with questions. She is 94 
now. 

I know that Joe Sr. disappeared or died early. We 
have one document of a court proceeding that shows a 
1.W. Odom skipped the Darlington area" in 1880 be
cause he killed a man, but our Joe had children for 
several years after that so we think it must have been a 
different J. W. Odom. We know Joe Jr. married Rosa 
Caroline "Callie" Jordan and lived in Florence until her 
death in 1918 (flu epidemic), then remarried about 2 
years later and eventually moved to Kinston N.C. where 
he lived until he died. My mother only met him once as 
a child. We don't know where either of the Joes is 
buried, or who Joe Sr.'s father was (maybe Peter?). I 
am also trying to contact Joe Jr.'s descendants in 
Kinston, as he had a second fumily ofchildren there. 

If you could, please forward this note to someone 
who would be willing to correspond with us about the 
fumily and the Swift Creek area. You know how des
perate one can feel in looking for these long-gone 
ancestors, and we have few leads. 

e Lee Anne Johnson, 550 Goat Neck Road, Cleveland, 
Georgia, 30528 (706) 219~1203 ljohn
son@WhiteCounty.net 

In referencing some books and files, I have obtained 
only one direct link to the Joseph Wallace Odom ances~ 
tors you have listed. 

In reference 1 below, listed in the 1880 census, there is 
a Josepb W. Odom 23, wife Lanie 21, dau Corriedosia 
2 of Darlington [info you certainly already have ...] In 
the Marlboro 1850 census there is a Peter Odom 27, 
Martha 25, Emonia Eliza 6, Sylvester 4, Laurance 1 ... 
this would have been seven years before your Joseph 
was born. Do any of these names make sense? Peter 
Odom is not listed in the SC 1880 census. There is a 
Peter Odom listed as a son in the will of Theophilus 
Odom (b. 1800, d. 1856) ofMarlboro District (dated 12 
Dec 1855). [Theophilus is also listed as Theoflus] A 
Peter M. Odom of Marlborough District is listed as 
having sold land (dated: 17 Nov 1853; 528 acres on 
Beaver Dam Creek for $5000) to a Stephen Wallace. [If 
you are not fumiliar, the Old Marlborough District is NE 
of the Old Darlington District.] There are several refer

ences to interaction between the Wallaces and the 
Odoms in this area. [Theophilus' brother Tristram 
Odom was married to Susan Wallace Odom 
daughter of John W. Wallace.] There are also 
references to Sion Odom having land adjoining 
Peter Odom, ... Sion, Sr. is of Revolutionary War 
fume....Still no reference of a Joseph Wallace 
Odom, other than the Darlington 1880 census but 
it appears that Old Marlborough District records 
would be a good starting point to see ifadditional 
information on Peter reveals a link. [Reference 1: 
OdwnlOdom Research Notes. North Carolina and 
South Carolina: The Early Years by Helen Odum 
Harrel] 

Another reference [Reference 2: The Indian 
Branch Odom's. Descendents ofMaxey Nathaniel 
Odom. Caleb Odom and Family by Loris Flowers, 
2003] reveals the fumily of Jacob Odom, Sr. (b. 
1730) with numerous references to burials at Swift 
Creek but again no mention of a Joseph Wallace 
Odom (b. 1857). Your linkage mayor may not be 
with a relative ofJacob, Sr. 

There is a Joseph Odom (b. 1853, d .. 1931) listed 
as being buried in the Odom Family Cemetery 
located east of Knotty Pine Road outside of 
Hartsville - but again does not appear to be a link 
to your Joseph. This reference may be another 
good lead though, as I only copied the above 
cemetery list [Reference 3: Darlington District 
Cemetery Survey Vol. II (and maybe Vol. I) com
piled by members of the Old Darlington District 
Chapter of the South Carolina Genealogical Soci
ety, 1994] 

S. Lynn Odom, Ph.D, North, SC 

ORGANIZATION - A FILING SYSTEM 
Each nuclear family has a hanging folder for family 

charts, census fonns and other documents that apply to 
everyone. Within the family folder every member has a 
file folder with personal records, such as birth certificate, a 
timeline, and a research work sheet. When a child marries, 
the new family gets a separate hanging folder for all 
document created henceforth. 

Many researchers color coordinate the files. 
Ready to clear your desk and go through the boxes? Label 

each paper. Family, what is it and where you got it. 

mailto:son@WhiteCounty.net
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Beverly Odom, Director of the Tyler, TX Family 
History Center. Beverly is in charge of daily opera
tions and training the staff. Her speciality is teaching 
beginning genealogy. She is on the Board of the East 
Texas Genealogical Society. She has been kind 
enough to consistently forward me genealogical arti
cles and announcements. Here are some ofher best! 

The Census Book, A Genealogist's Guide to Fed
eral Census Facts, Schedules and Indexes by 
William Dollarhide is now on line and it's free! The 
Census Book is a comprehensive review of census 
schedules that will allow you to take advantage ofthe 
research possibilities revealed by census data. It pro
vides many unknown facts and peculiarities about 
census records that will help you understand the data 
in HeritageQuest Online. To learn more about the 
census, use the table ofcontents below to navigate to 
specific items of interest or browse the entire book 
for a full overview. It's full ofcensus information and 
sample census pages. I suggest you might want to 
take a look at it. It's in PDF fonnat and it's located at: 
http://www.heritaJ@l!lestonline.comJprod/genealogyL 
htmllhelp/census bookhtml 

Do not assume that it will be online and available free 
'forever.' Things come and go all the time. I have the 
hardcopy purchased at $25 and find it an excellent 
reference. Get yourself a three-ring binder; print it 
out and place it on your personal bookshelf for easy 
reference. It's about 150 pages. 

Linkpedium.com is 10 times bigger than Cyndis
list. com. I didn't realize that. It's organized better 
geographically. I need to look at the NY stuff there. 
http://linkpedium.com 

Ask.com was chosen the best Search Engine by 
librarians. It is better than Google. You might remem
ber it better as AskJeeves.com but they changed the 
name. http://www.ask.com 
Here's a winner! Encyclopedia of Genealogy - Dick 

Eastman's creation it's a Wiki http:// 
www.eogen.com 

One of Beverly'S favorite sites is the Brigham 
Young website, http://lib.byu.edu, where she can do 
searches of more than 6000 books which the Family 

History Library has put online. These are primarily 
the 929.273 series. As the Family History books are '\ 
digitized and placed on-line (about 100 a week) an j 

entry is being placed in the on-line catalog with a 
hyperlink to the digitized image. By going to the 
Family History Library On-Line Catalog, you can 
search f~r a specific name, find a book that has been 
indexed using the name and view it on-line, flipping 
through the pages as separate PDF images. 

Wait, wait, there's more! The digitized images of 
these Family History books are actually being stored 
on the electronic servers at Brigham Young Univer
sity in Provo, Utah. By going directly to the BYU 
site to view the images, there are several additional 
possibilities that provide genealogists functionality 
that they have never had before. You are now able 
to do full-text searches on each book, and on every 
digitized book in the collection. Now you can locate 
the small two-paragraph entry on Archibald Odom 
that is buried in one of the Family History books 
that you would never have thought to look at 
before. This can open up a huge new possibility for 
extending lines, getting past brick walls and uncov
ering new relatives. j) 

How DO YOU DO THIs? Go to http://lib.byu.edu and 
follow the links "Find Other MaterialslElectronic/ 
Online Collections at BYU" . Click on the "Text 
Collections" tab and select "Fami1y History 
Archive" from the list of collections that are dis
played. You would normally want to use the 
"Search All" feature with the "Search Full Text" 
box checked, although the "Advanced Search" will 
allow very high-powered searches that will allow 
certain phrases to be searched for and other words 
to be used to exclude potential hits. As you make 
selections from the "hits" that are displayed, you 
will need to use the "Click Here to View Item" 
button near the top of the screen to display the 
actual image ofthe page. You can page through the 
entire document using the index displayed on the 
left side ofthe screen. The page may be printed after 
being viewed. 

One interesting sidelight is, when you are at the 
first web page for the Family History Archive (the 
page that lets you begin a search), click on the 
"Browse the Collection" button. This will display> 

(Continued on page 15) 
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every Family History book that has been digitized and 
is available in the collection. You can scroll through 
this list much the same as ifyou were walking up and 
down the stacks at the library. At the top of the first 
page of the search results, it displays the number of 
hits, which in the this case is the number of books in 
the collection. If you keep track of this number, you 
can get a pretty good idea ofhow fast they are adding 
titles to the collection. You will want to visit this site 
often as the collection grows. 

Beverly Odom 

Dear Readers, 

I want to thank all those very important 
people-my collaborators and contributors 
over the last nine years. Two names are 
definite standouts: Emma Cox Odom who never 
missed an issue, even when R.D. suffered his 
heart attack. There was always a "Greetings e from Arkansas". And Charlie Odom, who not 

"""" only wrote his state rep column and carefully 
proofread each issue, but who fixed/ate 
countless Stouffer meals. Not once did he roll 
his eyes that I saw! Charlie also stamped, 
labeled and sealed each issue and took it to 
the Post Office. 

The legacy I have received from the NOA 

Newsletter is that of a copious supply of leads 
and an awareness of what is available for our 
own research. We plan on pursuing some of 
them as early as this month. 

Think now of how you can help the new 
Editor by having a supply of family news, maga
zine and newspaper clippings ready to send. 
Check out the NOA website and become in
volved so that you may contribute. Engage in 
genealogical research on your collateral lines 

! as well as your direct ancestors and share! You 
will find it beneficial and it may even lead to 

finding the relationship to your most 
common recent ancestor DNA relatives. 

I'll look forward to reading the NOA 
Newsletter from the other side of the 
desk. 

Jeanne Odom 

A Digital Camera as a Copier! 

Try this at home first! The time-saving potential is so 
great. We all know that having an article in print is so much 
better than taking notes. Here Maryellen Horrigan uses an 
old digital camera and prints out 8 x 10 copies. 

Her suggestions: 
Storage--Yon can't have too much. A memory stick is eas
ily filled. Bring several or have a means ofdownloading to a 
laptop or Palm. 
Pixels-adjust downward. Yon want the least amount of 
pixels possible. This is not a photo contest. Print can be 
sharpened up in the printing process. You want 2000 or less 
pixels. 
Batteries-Bring your charger. You will be shooting non
stop and the batteries have a short life. 
Preparation----Get your books first. Jot down every page you 
may want to record and the shoot away. Don't bother to 
read, just shoot. Take a picture of the title, author, publisher 
page first. If you move to a new storage device, snap the title 
page again. Jot down a sequence menu in your notebook. 
Clips--You know, the kind you use to keep the potato chips 
fresh. They will hold the book flat. And they do less harm 
than squashing a book in a copier. 
Shooting-small books get two pages to a shot. Stand up to 
shoot with the book flat on a table or chair so the picture 
will not be askew and hard to read. Don't get too close. You 
can enlarge on a computer screen. Try to fill the viewing 
screen with all the text you want to shoot and nothing else. 
Viewing. Printing. Saving-Now's the time to hit the mag
nifier for up-close viewing. Do not print your page in mag
nified position or it will not fit on the paper. Learn to crop. 
Get rid ofthe excess words, your thumb and the table sur
face. You don't want to waste the ink. Change the name 
now from "photo # I" to 1805 Lottery-GA. 

Before printing, click "properties" on your print menu and 
change the setting to "gray scale". Old books tend to print 
out in strange hues ofpurple and yellow and are hard to 
read, and again, a waste ofink. Ifpossible, now is the time 
to save the whole day's work on a disk and get the photos 
offyour computer. This is not ordinary text storage. Photos 
are big files and can devour your available computer space. 

You'll get a system down with practice and find this a 
wonderful way to take your work home. 
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Dud and Pam Odom 2006 
4277 U.S. Hwy 90 E 
DeFuniak Springs, FL 32433 

Membership Application 
2006-2007 

Circle one: New Renewal 

Name--------------------------------------
Address 


City______________S,tate__Zip + 4_______~___________ 


Phone() F E-mail ~.--~------------~--------- ------------------------ 
My earliest Odom ancestor: _____________________________ 
Give birth and death dates and locations: attach an ancestor sheet ifpossible. 

Make your checks payable to the National Odom Assembly. On the memo line write 2006-2007. 

Mail your check for $20.00 to Glenn Blackburn; 1856 Putnam Drive; Bartlesville, OK 74006. 

Payment ofyour dues entitles you to the NOA Newsletter, publication ofqueries and your family line. 


Address membership inquiries to the above or to TPBGEN@aol.com 

The NOA fiscal year is from Julyl to June 30. Thank you for your prompt payment. Your renewal now will save the NOA the 
expense ofa reminder letter later. Please send your check today. 

mailto:TPBGEN@aol.com
mailto:eodoms@earthlink.net

