
o AL DOA 
o SS MIL 

Volume XXIV, Issue 1 Quarterly Publication of the National adorn Assembly October 2006 

e 0 om exas once ~ . 

Fall colors are beginning to show on our trees, with falling leaves 

signifying that colder (or COOLER. Weather is approaching. We 

have rejoiced in the few rainfalls in our area, to help our lawns 

not completely die away during another HOT summer in Texas. 

Fond memories of our July NOA Reunion still linger in 

our minds along with appreciation for all the hard work that Lynn 

r 
I IThe morning of 

sharing on the front 
porch of that beautiful 

Mansion was so 
well-attended, and 

the stories told were 
enjoyed by all. 

and Vic put into the event. The long hours over a couple of years 

paid off in our members having a joyful time, with many learning 

experiences, especially of the American Revolutionary War time. 

How thankful we are that there were brave men AND women 

during those times of strife between two countries, who gave up 

their homeland, their fortunes, and sometimes their lives, so that 

a free country might begin ... a place where people could live 

and rule their own lives, have freedoms that even today we enjoy. 

Bill and I visited the various ODOM cemeteries on the list 

for the evening Ghost Tour, so that I could take pictures during 

the daytime. Have you ever SEEN so many ODOM tombstones? 

Bill and others reported that the evening tour was indeed 

fascinating! Now . . . someone needs to document those 

cemeteries, and see how they fit within our NOA membership! 

The moming of sharing on the front porch of that 

beautiful Mansion was so well-attended, and the stories told were 

enjoyed by all. It is always nice to hear new stories from new 

members, and to review those from us who have. told our stories 

many times. One never knows when one of our new members 

will hear something that connects with their stories. 

The Memorial Service "at the bottom of the stairs," was 

ever remindful of those who have been faithful and hardworking 

members of our group. A beautiful setting, on the bridge 

enclosed within the forest, with the quiet stream flowing gently, 

carryinq our yellow roses off beyond our siqht . .. cont'd paqe 2 



In respose to your query in the Bartow County 

Genealogical Society the only info we have on the Odom 

family is a gravestone located in one ofour ancestor's 

graveyard in Gordon County, GA The inscription states: 

D.A. ODUM killed May 16, 1864 near this place CO.A 28 

(?) MISS CAVL. 

The valley below this cemetery there is a Georgia 

historical marker concerning the action that took place 

there May 16-17, 1864. We have long wondered who this 

D. A. Odum might be. Unfortunately the family istory 

was hot handed down.
 

Bill and Jane Allen, Spofford, NB
 

This came from our travels after Hartsville. Cheri 

We will not soon forget either the service OR the people whom we remembered. I'm glad I went ... even 

though I had my doubts when I saw WHERE the "bottom of the stairs" was located! 

The Camden War Site, with the tour of the Camden Cemetery, the Presbyterian Meeting House with 

the impressive listing of Revolutionary War Soldiers, and the Quaker Graveyard portion was educational. 

And Fellowship! And EATING! The Odoms don't gather for fellowship with the EATING part! Both 

delicious Mexican Food, Steaks, and South Carolina Bar-B-Q was really enjoyed by all! The Hospitality Room 

offered the variety of good things, both fresh and homemade! Tomato Sandwiches made a comeback. 

Ummmmmm good! And Texas Watermelons brought directly FROM Texas by Jimmy Ray and Kathy Odom. 

Ummmmmmm good! 

And Entertainment! Back at Kalmia Gardens, the pickin' and singin' while we enjoyed Bar-B-Q, with 

the added voices of two of our own aDaM men! What talent we have in our genes! 

Speaking of "genes" . .. The DNA session was a very popular place to learn more about this project! 

So popular, that TWO sessions were demanded! Each year, we will acquire more information as we get more 

and more aDaM named men to participate in this most valuable genealogy project! 

And I haven't even talked about the wonderful evening at the Country Club, with the colorful flags of 

States, the "daring" costumes from the Revolutionary War era, the door prizes, the silent auction, the active 

children, the energetic teens, the "cool twenty-something," the darling youngest, and venerable Oldest! 

Again .. , my thanks to Lynn and to Vic, Jr. I could almost feel Victor and Bea Odom in our presence, 

and know how proud they were that their legacy with the NOA is being carried on so well, through Vic Jr. 

Thanks also go to the many committees who work to make these NOA annual reunions such memorable 

events for us all. And to the Officers and State Representatives, thank YOU for your faithfulness to the 

National Odom Assembly. Surely your attention through the year, in whatever area in which you have 

promised to work is why our organization have the success it enjoys! 

Each Member is to find ONE new member this year! 

Dorothy Odom Bruce, NOA President 2006-2007 
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Odoms in the Confederacy Since joining the 

Sons of the Confederacy, I have found a few Odoms in 

my membership directory. Some I have talked with a few 

times. William Jefferson Odom was a Pvt in the 17th SC 

Volunteers. He is Descended by William H. Creech who 

lives in N. Charleston, SC. 

James Tucker lives in Kountze, TX. His 

Confederate Ancestor was Pleasant Odom who has 

family in Woodville, TX. he is also kin to NOA's Dale 

Tucker. 

Kenneth Wayne Odom has joined the NOA just 

recently. He has done a lot of research on the early 

Odoms of Virginia and NC. His email is 

kenneth137@charter.net 

William Darryl Odom who lives in Sherman, TX 

has joined with the NOA. He is from Simeon Odom, which 

's in the early years of my Malachi Odom. It was good to 

talk to him on the phone. 

I will keep searching for Odoms who served in 

the Confederate Army. 

Jimmy Radom, TX 

A family tree can wither 
if obody tends it I S roots 
This was brought home to Dad and I (Ivan and Cheryl) as we 

tried to [rod the tombstone and thus some of the missing 

information for Martha Ellis a small child that died at an early 

age. All the documentation gave her age of 2yrs3 months & 

12days, but no dates, not even in the cemetary book.We tried 

to take a rubbing, but that also wasn't successful and then we 

decided to wash the stone and voila, there was the info as plain 

as day. It also let 

us make a success

ful rubbing of the 

tombstone. It was 

lery surprising what 

a little water and 

scrubbing did. 
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Glenn & I have been busy traveling 1-40 during 

the months of July, August, Sept. and October. 

Since our wonderful NOA-SC Odom Reunion 

we have returned to the East coast again. Then 

back to Oklahoma until spring 2007. 

Special thanks to Victor and Lynn and their 

South Carolina Odom's for a wonderful Odom 

Reunion. I continue to be amazed with all the 

great ideas, activities, food and facilities these 

planners/organizers come up with. They really 

work so hard and do such a great job. Vic and 

Lynn thanks for everything. 

Glenn & I are doing fine just staying very busy 

with day to day activities such as meetings, 

volunteering at the local public library genealogy 

department, blood mobil and veteran medical 

center. Beginning to get items together for 

Christmas for the Veteran Medical Center and 

the many other charitable organizations. 

Glenn continues to enjoy this beautiful golf 

weather and keeping the lawn in order. 

I have really enjoyed recording information on 

all our new members. We are getting lots of new 

members. I know you will join with me in 

welcoming our new members. Watch for 

information regarding their earliest Odom 

ancestor - you might even share an ancestor. 

Thanks Jimmy Ray for your dedication to the 

membership committee and NOA. 

Glenn & Thelma P. Blackburn NOA - OK 



Gordon Darr, 7870 Forest St., Dexter, MI 48130; 

Gordon.darr@gmail.com Gordon updates his 

original query in the July issue. Use this infonnation. 

1 Eady , b ca 1820, NC; d 1870-1880 m 

Wiley W. Clemons (Clemmons) c 1850 b 1795, NC, 

2 Mattie Clemons, b c 1852 Chambers Co. AL; 

m Richard Henry Winter c 1870, b MS c 1851; 

m ODOM; Pittsburgh Co. OK 

3 Rachel Mary Winter b 1881 Jenny Lind, 

AR d 1970, m John Dudley Martin 

4 Fern Franis Martin, b 1912 

m Turnbow 

5 Martha Turnbow, m Darr 

6 Gordon Darr 

3 Billy ODOM, b 1880-1890, OK or 

WesternAR 

3 Ada (Ida) ODOM 

Gordon believes that both Eady and Wiley had 

previous marriages and children from those unions. 

Eady may have been Cherokee. Richard Henry 

Winter may also have been Native American. 

The real search is for Billy ODOM. Looking for him 

in the 1900 Federal Census would establish his birth 

month and year. The 1880 census is also critical in 

that it would give relationships and birthplaces of 

Mattie and her spouse. Most public libraries have 

access to Ancestors.com containing all the available 

censuses. 

Gordon is looking for any help we can give him in 

making a connection. Do you have anything to share? 

In order to make this article fit on one page, I had to 

James Martin Family 
Billy Odo far eft 

._~~~ 

John Martin & Billy Odom
 

make the picture pretty small and so it isn't terrible 

clear, but if someone would like a copy, I can email 

them, or Gordon would be happy to share.Photos 

c.l913, Pittsburg County, Oklahoma. In the upper 

photo, Billy Odom is on the far left and Gordon is 

wondering if the third man from the left could be 

Billy's father, since all of the others are identified as 

Martin's. The tall man with the darker shirt is John 

Martin, Gordon's great grandfather. (left to right: Billy 

Odom, gggrandfather James Martin, (baby) 

grandmother Fern Francis Martin,woman, Billy's 

Dad?, sister's spouse, sister,Bill Martin, sisters, 

ggrandfather John Dudley Martin, Rachel Mary 

Winter, George and Bill Martin, young boys in front 

are Carl and Bill Martin.In the lower photo, on the left 

again, is John Martin and on the right is Billy Odom. 
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9i{.fE. Oct. 16th qlenn e 7helma 
~ 
PoP8 JJlackburn will celBbrate thBir 
46th wBdding annivBrsarg. 

~ Henrietta J:,uttmer has told us 
that RobBrt J:,uttmBr and ./ennifer 
J)ixon have wBd. 7heg are loving 
their n8W jobs and their nBW home. 

Kennentb Wayne Odom, Jr 

Roanoke Rapids, NC 

email: Kennetb_137@cbarter.net 

Hart Odom Family 

Pooler, GA 

email: 

HSODOM204@bellsoutb.net 

Roderick Frederick Rhodes 

Westlake, OH 

email: buckspike@sbcglobal.net 

Pat O. Splawn 

Irmo, SC 

email: splawn@myfam.com 

Joyce C. Faison 

Suffolk, VA 

email: jcfaison@verizon.net 

Marje Vargas 

West Hills, CA 

email: menorse2@socal.rr.com 

Glenn Blackburn will 

celebrate another birthday 

on Election Day, Nov. 7th, 

2006. 

Paulene WillianlS of 

Tulsa, OK will celebrate her 

88th birthday on N overnber 

9th. 
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Hi. .....OUR ODOM-HENDERSON REUNION WILL BE HELD ON OCT 20,21,22,2006 AT THE OLD HOME PLACE 

LOCATED ON THE BELL TELEPHONE RD. IN HAZLEHURST, GA. THIS IS THE HOME OF BRAXTON AND EVELYN 

SIMMONS. EVERYONE IS INVITED. I WILL SEND A WRITE-UP OF ALL THE HAPPENINGS NEXT ISSUE. THIS I 

REUNION STARTED IN THE 1930'S TO CELEBRATE THE BIRTHDAYS OF MELT ODOM, HIS DAUGHTER, EVA 

AND HER HUSBAND LEWIS HENDERSON. ALL OF MELTS CHILDREN ARE GONE AND EVA AND LEWIS HAVE 

TWO CHILDREN LIVING. THEY ARE MINNIE DELL TAYLOR (85) AND JULUUS HENDERSON (78). WE ARE 

LOOKING FOR PEOPLE FROM CALIFORNIA, FLORIDA, ARIZONA, LOUISIANA, AND OTHER STATES. SO MAKE 

YOUR WAY TO HAZLEHURST TO HAVE FUN, FOOD, AND FELLOWSHIP WITH ALL THESE KIN FOLKS. 

BLESSINGS, JULIUS AND KITTY HENDERSON 
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Jeanne is eight weeks into her Genealogy course at a. 

neighboring community college. Detennined to do it 

by the book this time, sheDs doing everything on the 

computer. In fact, the laptop is now almost 

exclusively the "Genealogy Computer". 

Legacy 6.0 is the favorite of the instructor and most 

of the class so that is the software we're using. 

Fortunately our local library has access to 

Ancestry.com as one task is to follow every ancestor, 

both direct line and collateral lines, in every Federal 

Census available. 

V-Ie were fortunate enough to find a number of deeds 

and grants registered to Archibald Odom in the late 

eighteenth century in the South Carolina Archives. 

We also found that deeds in the 1780s and 1790s had 

to be filed in faraway Charleston. It was easier for 

those living near the North Carolina border to file 

their deeds in a neighboring North Carolina county. 

After all, boundaries were fluid then and the Odom 

land on Drowning Creek was only a half-mile from 

the boundary line. There may be more legal papers 

there. That will be another trip! 

My nephew (and sometime River Rat), Weldon 

Odom, has been diagnosed with cancer and had 

surgery Emory University Hospital in early October. 

He beat prostate cancer some years back and we ask 

your prayers that he can whip this episode also. 

We'll be in North Carolina for another month or so 

before heading to Florida for the winter. The leaves 

are changing here. We watch Nature's palette from 

our porch. It's a great show. 

rr
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My wife, sister and I thoroughly enjoyed the 

Odom Reunion this summer in Hartsville. It was 

my first reunion of the NOA. I didn't know quite 

what to expect when I arrived but I quickly saw 

the friendliness and helpfulness of the veterans. 

Several of you asked about Don Odorn, who is a 

first cousin and lives near me. It seems he is 

doing much better. I particularly ngoyed meeting 

Victor Odom who is a South Carolina 

knivemaker. I am an avid knife collector. I also 

enjoyed the DNA presentation by Bill Odom. He 

did a great jov explaining the DNA profiles. 

Jimmy Ray and I seem to share a common 

ancestor somewhere. 

Someone enquired abour what Scottish Clan 

the Odoms might belong to. My information 

points to Clan Laing. Laing history goes back 

centruies and while the family was not always 

prominent in Scotland, it persisted. The clan 

recognizes as relatives the following families: 

Laing, Lang, Laying, Layng, Laing-Meason, 

MacLaing, Delange, Meason, Mayson, Weir, 

Ware, Weyr, Wire, Yair, Yare, Oldham, Odum, 

and Odom. These are welcome as close kinsmen 

and of Laing blood if not name. I am looking 

fOlWard to seeing everyone at Augusta in 2007. 

Larry Odorn, Alabama 

Remember, every family tree 

has some sap in it. Unknown 



From: Beverly Odom <beverlvandwallace@hotmail.com> 

National Atlas of the United States - http://www-atlas.usgs.gov/ 

You've seen other atlases. They're typically big books of paper maps. The pages in this atlas are here on the 

Internet whenever you need them. This is a new portrayal of America in maps. We use new technologies, but 

we honor traditions of accuracy, reliability, and innovation. You've found the single best Federal source for 

national maps and geographic information on the Web. The people and places of the United States are here. 

Looking for that ancestor who may have served time? Use the Institutional Soundex -- when you fmd a likely 

institution, check out the actual census to see the list of names. To go a step further, try the following 

http://www.corrections.com/links/viewlinks.asp?Cat=5 for a list of Correctional facilities, both States and 

Federal, with contact information.Talking about the census, need to know where someplace was? (that's not 

good grammar, now is it?) Well, anyway: If you are looking for listings by city or zip code information, try: 

http://www.census.gov/cgi-bin/gazetteer/ U.S. Board on Geographic Names: 

l1p://geonames.usgs.gov/redirect.html Do you always apply geography and history to your research? If not, 

you should. Here's a little example passed on to me: "Prior to the Norman invasion of England, by William the 

Conqueror in 1066, England was invaded by the Anglos, Jutes and Saxons. They were northern Germanic 

tribes and gave us the beginnings of the English language we speak today. (If the Normans had their way we 

would all be speaking French). There is an area in northern Germany called Saxony. Before the country was 

unified under one government, Saxony was a kingdom of it's own. Perhaps this person was from Saxony, and 

rather than identify themselves with Germany, the country the war was being fought against, they chose to 

identify with the region of their origin."And, finally, what do people think of you when they read your e-mail? 

How's your English grammar? How's your spelling? Well, most of us have forgotten most of what we learned 

in high school! And the spell-check on our computer makes it all too easy to forget that we once knew how to 

spell! Every so often on one of the 'lists' someone will take to task the person seemingly not careful enough 

with grammar, punctuation and spelling. On theinternet, I find my best editing is done within a few 

microseconds after I hit"send now" when it's too late to correct that typo. Here's something you may be 

interested in ... meet the Grouchy Grammarian: http://www.grouchygrammarian.com/ 

Trevia Wooster Beverly, Houston, Texas, Member, Association ofProfessional Genealogists 

- Onlva Genealogist regards a 

step backwards as progress. 



OA Newsletter is p~bljshedThe . - 

kim-g@comca~t:net·· 

National Odom Assembly 

Website 

http://www.odomassem Iy. s 

NOA cussion group 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/N_O_AJ 

There is a direct link from the website to 

the discussion group. It is easy to sign 

up to participate. Just follow the 

instructions. 



2006-2007 Officers 
President 

orthy Odom Bruce 

13123 Roaring Springs 

Dallas, TX 75240-5642 972-239-4901 

dobruce@swbell.net 

First Vice-President, Membership
 

Jimmy Ray Odom
 

1132 ACR 385
 

Palestine, TX 75801 903-729-7251
 

kOdom0023@sbcglobal.net
 

Second Vice-President, Hosts 2007
 

Kim Odom Green and Frank Odom
 

980 Windmill Pkwy
 

Evans, GA 30809 706-651-1640
 

kim-g@comcast.net
 

Third Vice-President. Hosts 2008
 

Kent Preston,
 

36 Preston-Cates Rd
 

.Serbee, KY 42455 270-884-3411,
 

-eston@copper.net 

Treasurer 

Thelma and Glenn Balckburn 

1856 Putnam Drive 

Bartlesville, OK 74006 918-333-7902 

TPBGEN@aol.com 

Secretary 

Lisa Preston 

36 Preston-Cates Rd 

Sebree. KY 42455 270-884-3411 

preston@copper.net 

News Editor 

Cheryl Thompson 

PO Box 413 

Seeley Lake MT 59868 406-677-2309 

sol utions@blackfoot.net 

fJata Editor 
I 

-- .JniaThomasson 

279 Boyd Jackson Rd 

Sebree KY 42455 270-884-3402 

gma_tonia@yahoo.com 

State Representatives 

Alabama--Larry J. Odom, 4750 Lige Rd., Millry, AL, 

36558, ph: 215-846-2171. email; 

Larry.Odom@washcoschsk12.org 

Arkansas: Emma Cox Odom, 602 N. Cintennial Av. West 

Fork, AR 72774; ph: 479-839-2551; email: 

eodom1 @cox.net 

California: Dale E. Tucker, 8372 Luciania St. Dublin, CA 

94568; email: tuckerd1@comcast.net 

Florida: Charles Odom, 2405 Twickingham Court, 

Clermont, FL 34711-6990, ph. 352-243-3342, email, 

ncodoms@earthlink.net 

Georgia Kim Odom Green, 980 Windmill Pkwy, Evans, 

GA, 30809, kim-q@comcast.net 

Indiana; Betty Odom Haskett, 1337 Ridgedale Rd. 

Richmond, IN 47374, ph, 765-935-7516, 

mikenbetty@aol.com 

Kentucky; Kent Preston, 36 Preston-Cates Rd, Serbee, 

KY 42455, ph; 270-884-3411, preston@copper.net 

Louisiana; Dot Wise Wirth, 9524 W. Pomona Dr, Baton 

Rouge, LA 70815, ph, 225-925-8878, dot@dotwirth.com 

Mississippi; Pearl Odom, 23 Chason Eret Road, 

Stateline, MS,39362, ph. 601-848-7668, libps28@tds.net 

North Carolina: Carolyn M Kerr, 6900 N. Ridge Dr., 

Raleigh, NC 27615, ph; 9191-872.0698, email, 

ckerr1@nc.rr.com (not sure this one is right, but it was on 

the printed page. ko) 

Oklahoma; Thelma Pope Blackburn, 1856 Putnam Dr., 

Bartlesville, OK, 74006, 918-333-7902, email, 

TPBGEN@aol.com 

South Carolina; Victor L Odom, Jr., P.O. Box 572, North, 

SC 29112, ph, 803-247-5614, odoms1@joimail.com 

Texas; Bob Purdy, 12105 Mustang Chase, Austin, TX 

78711, 512-258-9416, bpurdy@austin.rr.com 
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Dear Cousins, 

Here we are with a new program. The first issue is always difficult, and I am sure I won't 

be able to live up to the standards that your former editor set. We are definitely running late for 

our deadline, but this too will smooth out as everyone becomes familiar with where to send the 

information. My email issolutions@blackfoot.net.This is at my place of work and it is a part 

time job, so I am not there every day, but I am faithful about checking it Tuesday-Friday. If you 

want to visit with me our hours are llish-4 Mountain Time Zone. 

I am of the opinion that I am only the consolidator of the information that you send to 

me. I love the number of pictures that came my way for this issue. I will be sending the finished 

newsletter out by email as well as mail, but those that can receive it by email will be able to enjoy 

the photos in color. If enough people want to receive it that way, we may make up enough money 

with postage, that we could print the few remaining copies in color for the rest of the 

membership. Just thoughts for the moment. 

I would like to eventually have a section that might resemble a want ads. These would be 
\ 

little bits that someone has found that is odd or that might trigger a memory of an offband 

remark that doesn't have a connection to a person, or something that you are looking for that 

maybe someone else has in that folder we all own full of things that we have collected, but don't 

know how to put together. What else would you like to see. Humor? How to's? Geneology lines? 

Send it on. Your new Editor, Cheryl Odom Thompson, daughter of Ivan Odom 

~ 


