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Hello from Texas in a brand new year! 
, 0. 

The Christmas Holidays are over, and we are in a New 

NOA July 14-16 . 0 Year! We are looking forward to meeting with all our 
.. '1 aDaM cousins again in July, and anxiously await to hear 
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"He was going 
to be all that 

a mortal 
should be 

TOMORROW" 

o 

the plans from our planning committee. 

Augusta, GA 2007 awaits us! Veteran NOA Host, 

Frank Odom along with gracious Frances, will be "training" 

their daughter Kim Odom Green in the ways and hows of 

putting on a NOA Annual Meeting. WHO remembers our 

last time in Augusta? I do, and it will be a bitter-sweet 

place for me to meet. That was the second NOA Reunion 

that Mother and Daddy attended back in 1984, and did they 

have a great time! Miss Augusta really won the hearts of 

all the "Odom gentlemen", don't you think? We had a large 

contingency of children at the time, too. We. need to work 

on "growing" our young membership again! They were 

entertained at their OWN meeting with the balloon man, 

and some magic. Two youngsters entertained us with Tae 

Kwon Do. We have had some of these young members 

rejoin us as teens or "gasp" adults in recent years! We had 

Blue Grass Music, and Miss Ida Odom Bertram was again 

the OLDEST, much to Mr. Herbert's dismay. Brandi (in 

Bobbie Nell and Gene Odom's line) was the youngest. 

Frank Odom, RD Odom, and John Lee Odom led us in 

singing. Ahhhhhhh! The Memories ...... . 

And we continue to make new memories each year, as we 

"gather together, a body of one, as we work and play, and 

trace our history". Odoms of each generation "fought for 



TEXAS 
The NOA Newsletter is published quarterly by 

our freedom, with sweat and with blood". Let's not 
forget our Odom men and women (and others) the National Odom Assembly. Information in this 

these days, as THEY fight again for freedom and publication is of interst to those people doing 

security and our safety. Let us show our support genealogical research on the names Odom, 

for current family members, and past family Odum, Odam, Oldham, etc. Assistance is offered 

members, named ODOM or not. Each person or 

family bring a picture (or copy) for a display, as we 

honor family members in the military, both in the 

past, and the present. 

NOW .... let's talk about MEMBERSHIP! 

Yes, yes, yes ..... I KNOW you are busy .... we ALL 

are, with our "other lives". But let's also find time to 

concentrate on sharing information about the 

NOA, and each one of us find at least ONE new 

member. And let's do it TODAY 

TOMORROW 
by Edgar A. Guest 

He was going to be all that a mortal should be 
Tomorrow. 

No one should be kinder or braver than he 
Tomorrow. 

A friend who was troubled and weary he knew, 
Who'd be glad of a lift and who needed it, too; 
On him he would call and see what he could do 

Tomorrow. 

Each morning he stacked up the letters he'd 
write 

Tomorrow. 
And thought of the folks he would fill with 

delight 
Tomorrow. 

It was too bad, indeed, he was busy today, 
And hadn't a minute to stop on his way; 

More time he would have to give others, he'd say 
Tomorrow. 

The greatest of workers this man would have 
been 

Tomorrow. 
The world would have known him, had he ever 

seen 
Tomorrow. 

But the fact is he died and he faded from view, 
And all that he left here when living was through 

Was a mountain of things he intended to do 
Tomorrow. 

Dorothy Odom Bruce, NOA President 2006-2007 

and research shared in lineage, as well as 

biographical and historical records. Fellowship is 

fostered through newsletter contents and the 

annual NOA meetings held the third weedend in 

July. In 2007, NOA will meet in Georgia, July 

14-16. For more information cantact Kim Odom 

Green and Frank Odom, 980 Windmill Pkwy, 

Evans, GA 30809. 706-651-1640 or 

kim-g@comcast.net 

Richard Odom- by Jimmy Ray Odom 

I have made contact with Ron Taylor who lives in 

Red Level, AL. Ron is The Southeast Brigade 

Commander, Sons of the Confederacy, AL · 

Division. Ron has given me the information on 

Richard Odom who is his Confederate Odom 

who they believe to have been raised around the 

Pensacola, FL area. Believed to have mustered 

in from there and was a casualty near Nashville, 

TN and buried near there. 

Richard Odom had 2 sons named .. lim and Bill 

Odom. The widow's name is not certain but she 

married a Searcy and moved to the Butler 

County and then to Covington County. Bill went 

down to Pensacola, FL and Jim stayed in AL and 

there are a lot of Odoms credited to him. Please 

help find out about this Richard Odom. The DNA 

test in this family has been mentioned and it 

would narrow their search. Ron Taylor will join 

our group and he has email. 

rontaylor@alaweb.com . 

mailto:rontaylor@alaweb.com
mailto:kim-g@comcast.net


little ODOM news 

from Florida 
-' 

Weldon Odom in Georgia has reached the 

half-way mark in his chemotherapy program 

and is handling it well. 

His uncle Horace .Jack Odom will observe his , 

95th birthday 4 March. 

Everyone is looking forward to Theo Odom's 

lOOth birthday on 24 November. (Weldon's 

Dad) Longevity is a great thing to pass onto 

the family 

----------------------
Prstons 

Hello to all, 

Kentucky Odoms are busy with all their regular general 

activities and jobs. Mildred Preston and James Edward 

Odom which are brother and sister lost their brother in law 

this month, Bernice Ballard. This would be Katherine's 

Husband. 

Our grandsons Aiden and Elijah have really grown, now 

starting to walk keeps us busy chasing and keeping them 

out of trouble. In one week they will be celebrating their 1st 

birthday. Tonia THomasson our co-editor of the newsletter 

is breaking in a new addition to her family a daughter in 

law. Lisa and Steve Wiley were joined in marriage 

December 27th. Looking forward to see everyone in July. 

Lisa and Kent 

rM WONDERING; 
As I receive e-mails from and about our 

various family members, I can't help but think 

there must be some wonderful stories behind 

+he unique names. Ouida, Durl, LaFontaine and 

'the rest. How about sharing. 

Remembe r-- wWBe Prepared" 

I would like for this information to be a reminder to all NOA 

members that they should make some provisions for their 

research for future use and preservation. 

Last ' week, January 25, 2007,1 donated all of Elna 

Counterman's (deceased) family history and research to 

the Tulsa Genealogical Library on Harvard. Elna 

Counterman was a long time member and Treasurer of 

the Tulsa Genealogical Society. In addition, she was an 

earlymember and long time treasurerof the NOA family 

organization(National Odom Assembly). 

I chose the Tulsa Genealogical Library with Kathy Huber 

as Librarian rather than the Tulsa Genealogical Society 

Library for the donation since the Tulsa Genealogical 

facilitygets more circulation and researchers. Also, Kathy 

Huber, Genealogical Librarianis a personal friend and I 

feel Elna's research will be well taken care of for future 

researchers benefit. 

Elna was a native of Oklahomatherefore, I feel this facility 

was very fitting for the final resting place of her research 

including her newspaper obit and death notice. 

Thelma P. Blackburn 

I'JOA Treasurer 

----------------------
National Odom Assembly 

Website 

http://www.odomassembly.us 

NOA Discussion group 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/N_O_A/ 

There is a direct link from the website to the 

discussion group. It is easy to sign up to 

participate. Just follow the instructions. 

----------------------
NOA Newsletter Editor 

Cheryl 'Cheri' Thompson 

solutions@blackfoot.net 

mailto:solutions@blackfoot.net
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/N_O_A
http:http://www.odomassembly.us


Uj1~·.r:juj~Jt> Oklahoma has been covered in ice and snow for the last few days. Thelma Blackburn, our 

Oklahoma rep, has been iced in, plus she got caught in the ice storm and had to stay in a hotel. One of those 

nights, she even had to survive without heat or electricity. So she has e-mailed me and asked me if I would 

send a greeting from Oklahoma to all of our NOA members. She is working on the membership list that will 

be printed in April. If you haven't paid your dues, please submit them so you will be listed on the membership 

list. 

The Oklahoma members are sending happiness your way. Oklahoma celebrates its 100th 

anniversary of statehood on November 16,2007 and here in the 46th state, we are anticipating our centennial. 

The Oklahoma Centennial's website is www.oklahomacentenniaLcom. As Dean of Students at Liberty 

Elementary in Sallisaw, OK, we are devising our school calendar and assemblies depicting the history of 

Oklahoma. Oldahoma Rising is a video clip I encourage each of you to view. You may view it at 

http://www.dougloudenback.com/downtown/oklahomarising.htm. 

Bonnie Odom Hackett, daughter of Ray Odom of Lawton, OK has been receiving chemo 

treatments due to cancer behind her nose. I'm sure she would appreciate our prayers. 

I guess I will take this opportunity to brag on the sons. Robert & Jennifer Luttmer are now 

living in Ft. Gibson. Robert is coaching football and teaching High School Biology, Environmental Science, 

and Physical Science in Ft. Gibson. Jennifer is teaching fifth grade science and math in MuskDgee. Ryan has 

just been informed that he is the 2007 Salutatorian for his graduating class of 129. He gets to compose and 

give a speech at his graduation. 

Happiness is a journey, not a destination. So work like you don't need money. Love like 

you've never been hurt and dance like no one's watching. 

Wishing you a beautiful, Oklahoma day! 

Submitted by Hemietta Odom Luttmer, Sallisaw, Oklahoma 

- -_ Iii 
We are very pleased that Mr. Fred Harrison decided to join the NOA. The Malachi that he lists as his maternal 

Grandmother's father is the son of Benjamin Odom. This Benjamin was closely related to the Malachi Odom b. in SC 

back abt. 1771 . We have many Odoms in MS. The DNA results for the Odoms there are 100% match with Donald and 

Larry Odom of Milry, AL. They also match with Ivan Odom of CA and to Jimmy Odom from TX. Mrs. Edith Scheaffer who 

lives in Houston, TX has connections with this large group of MS Odoms. She has a very complete research on the 

Benjamin family. Also the county listed as Ezekiel's birthplace is probably Perry Co. MS. There is no Peavy Co. MS. 

Thanks to Fred for joining our growing NOA group from MS. 

New members include 3 researchers of Odoms. Ken Wayne Odom, Rodney Rhodes, Joyce C Faison. Some long time 

members that have traced back to the early 1800's or into the 1700's will want to correspond with them. Rodney Rhodes 

has established DNA results to Frank Odom Dna and there are about 6 in that group. 

Glad to see the California, new member, Marjie Vargas. 

JR talked to Frank Odom tonight, and said that the Augusta Genealogical Society are thrilled that the NOA will be 

coming to their town next July. He also asked that we add them to our list.... 

http://www.dougloudenback.com/downtown/oklahomarising.htm
www.oklahomacentenniaLcom


Jeanne Loskill Odom 

More than six hundred thousand combatants dead as a result of the Civil War, but only two hundred thousand dead of wounds in 

battle! What killed the majority of the troops? In the middle nineteenth century there was little understanding of the relationship 

between cleanliness, diet, and disease not only by the medical establishment, but also by the public at large. The Civil War was 

fought at the end of the Middle Ages. Harvard University had not a single stethoscope or microscope until after the war. 

Youth and the fact that many recruits came from rural areas and had not been exposed to common diseases resulted in 

frequent epidemics of measles, chicken pox, and mumps. Half of the deaths from disease were caused by intestinal disorders: 

typhoid fever, diarrhea, and dysentery. 

The vast armies of both sides required animals not for just transportation---400 six mules teams, thousands of wagons, 

hundreds of ambulances---but for food. Eight to ten thousand head of cattle followed Sherman's army. Imagine the 

"by-products". Slit trenches for bathrooms, drinking water from nearby streams where cattle grazed and men bathed, heaps 

of manure and garbage tossed about; all contributed to an environment most favorable to insects of all kinds. Flies, the great 

transmitters of germs, lice, fleas, and mosquitoes were a great pestilence. Early in the war, one Confederate described the fly 

problem in camp: 

When we open our eyes in the morning we find the canvas roofs and walls of our tents black with them [flies] ... It needs no 

morning reveille then to rouse the soldier from his slumbers. The tickling sensations about the ears, eyes, mouth, nose, etc ., caused by 

the microscopic feet and inquisitive suckers of an army numerous as the sands of the sea shore will awaken a regiment of men from 

....,...nnocent sleep to wide-awake profanity more promptly than the near beat of the alarming drum. (Wiley 1994) 

Medical historians estimate that 995 of every 1000 soldiers suffered from dysentery and or diarrhea. At the battle of Gettysburg, 

General Robert E. Lee suffered with severe diarrhea, prompting some students of the Civil War to wonder if his debilitation played 

some role in the Confederates' defeat. 

In battle, blowflies quickly infected the dead, man and beast. At Gettysburg 150,000 artillery horses alone died. 

Napoleon observed that an army travels on its stomach. The better-outfitted Union army received one and a quarter pound of meat 

per day along with hardtack made from flour and water. Some days the men received rations for several days and carried their meat 

with them in their haversack. Often it was just easier to eat what they had all at once. He cooked it with his mates shaling a fry pan. 

Fresh, even with maggots, was better than "pickled". The attempt at preservation made the meat inedible unless it was soaked 

overnight. 

The hardtack came in three ways: one with weevils and maggots, another, moldy and the third HARD. The hard hardtack, often 

called sheet-iron crackers, might require crushing with a rifle butt, but it seemed to be weevil resistant. 

The Anopholes mosquito often transmitted malaria. The best treatment for malaria at the time was quinine which and to be imported 

from South America. In 1862 the price of quinine was about $5.00/ounce. The Union blockade forced the price to $500-600/ounce by 

1865. 

Within a decade, the work of Semmelweis, Pasteur, and Lister connected the washing of hands and maintaining sterile conditions 

yith eliminating "germs", thus effecting higher survival rates . The death rate of the wounded in the Civil War was 50%. The same 

aeath rate for World War I was 8%, World War II, 4.5% and the Korean Conflict, 2% 



u I 
Pat Hoggard of Richmond, VA would like to find parents of 

Richard Benjamin Odom who served in the Confederacy. 

Richard Benjamin enlisted in Hertford Co., NC at the age 

of 22, March 14,1862. He was in the General Hospital 

Camp at Winder, Richmond, VA Oct. 1864. This area had 

a lot of Odoms living there in the early 1800's. Contact Pat 

Hoggard . PATRMC53@aol.com 

I have made contact with Ron Taylor who lives in Red 

Level, AL. Ron is The Southeast Brigade Commander, 

Sons of the Confederacy, AL Division. Ron has given me 

the information on Richard Odom who is his Confederate 

Odom who they believe to have been raised around the 

Pensacola, FL area. Believed to have mustered in from 

there and was a casualty near Nashville, TN and buried 

near there. 

Richard Odom had 2 sons named Jim and Bill Odom. The 

widow's name is not certain but she married a Searcy and 

moved to the Butler County and then to Covington County. 

Concerning MEMBERSHIP: by Dorothy Odom Bruce, Pres. 

Dear NOA Officers and State Representatives, 

We NEED to keep some PERSONAL lines of 

communication open and going all during the year, because this 

is how we get to know others. Do you have a list of current and/or 

past State Members? Then you need to get one! 

Only FOUR times per year, do you need to WRITE 

anything for the NOA NEWS. This is our main source of 

communicating with our membership. They look forward to it, 

they expect to hear something from their state representative. 

How do you find out what is going on? Well. .... You can 

write to them, email to them ... Or pick up that cell-phone and 

CALL them! 

If you reach out and contact just ONE other person, that 

is NOT in your family, you will make a big impression on them! 

PLUS .... you will have something to write in your report for the 

NOA NEWS. 

What do you need to find out? Births, deaths, marriages, 

New E-Mails 

charlesodom@waterfire .us 

jeanneodom@waterfire.us 

Just had a note from Charles and Jeanne Odom in FL. 

They have new email addresses. Just wanted everyone to 

have the latest. 

Kathy 0 

From: JR Odom, 
1st Vice President, 

Membership and 

Genealogy. (the one from TX) 

The months pass so fast between having your 

last newsletter to the next one due in January. All the 

State Reps are coming out of the holidays with 

something interesting, gatherings of your Odoms. Let 

us all share with the NOA membership. 

I have been working with the Sons of the 

Confederacy and will have a report to be in there. I 

will be sedning it to Cheri Odom Thompson real soon. 

Your State Reps. may call some of your state 

members and find some interesting report from them. 

Also, the latest DNA report just came before 

Christmas. I have looked at it as much as I can. It has 

linked all the Odoms if) groups that you no longer 

have to keep searching on a line that does not match. 

Hope to have some of the reports in the newsletter. 

We want to increase each state membership by 30%. 

I will be signing up a new member from Alabama 

soon. Let me hear from you soon and maybe I can 

help on your state. 

Looking forward to hearing from you. 

illness, graduations, good grades, bad grades - but working If you don't know [your family's] history, then you 

harder, college situations, work situations, hobbies, .... the list is don't know anything. You are a leaf that doesn't 

endless. This way YOUR state report will be more inclusive of know it is part of a tree. 

ALL your members! What is YOUR interest? 

Keeping in mind ..... Increase our membership! - Michael Chrichton 

mailto:jeanneodom@waterfire.us
mailto:charlesodom@waterfire.us
mailto:PATRMC53@aol.com


Full Circle in Forty Two Years: A Brief History of My Years In Ministry 
By Durl Odom 

In the waning months of 1964 I spent many sleepless nights trying to understand what I was to do with my life. 

At the time I was employed by a company attached to the government, and was making a fair salary for a 

young man with a family, but was never the less restless. The end results of those sleepless nights and several 

conversations with people in my life, led me into the Gospel Ministry. At the time I was a member of the 

historic Euchee Valley Presbyterian Church the oldest Presbyterian Church in the state of Florida, organized 

April 28, 1828 and located about five miles from where I lived at the time and 

now. It was part of an old Scottish settlement in the panhandle of Florida. 

Following my college and seminary days, and some time spent in Florida and 

Alabama, I accepted a call to a sleepy little bedroom community in middle 

Tennessee Smyrna Presbyterian Church, 

organized in 1824. It was me great joy to work with a 

group of people as they prepared for major change in 

their community. About 4 years into the work there, Nissan announced that it 

would build an automobile manufacturing plant right in the middle of town; and for 

the next three years we witnessed a boom that completely changed every aspect of 

the town and the entire area for 50 square miles. That small church now enjoys a new facility surrounded by 

huge subdivisions and every kind of retail store one can imagine. When we left there, McDonald's had not yet 

come to town. Following another tour in Florida (one the sunny beaches of Panama City and St. Petersburg), 

Pam and I accepted a second call to Tennessee. This time to the oldest Presbyterian Church in the state, Salem, 

in Limestone, TN (upper NE) The Salem Church was organized in 1780, 16 years before Tennessee was 

welcomed as the 16th state in 

almost $200,000 renovation a 

build. I cannot begin to tell 

the United States, We spent two years and 

100 year old building that cost $10,073.76 to 

you the joy of those two years for us: the 

sense of being involved in such a historical event (renovation of a 

building on the National --- Historical Register), and of sharing in the 

lives of such a wonderful group of people, many of whom we still call 

friends today. (Remember Nancy who came to visit with us in' SC last 

year? From Salem church.) In 1996 we moved back to my home place in Walton County, (NW) Florida; and 

have since enjoyed the home my parents built and the fruit and shade from the pecan trees my Dad planted 

with his own hands. We are able to visit their grave sites in Red Bay, FL (about 12 miles south of us, where 

many of my family on both sides are buried, and where Pam and I will one day rest from our labors.) I cannot 

begin to tell you the memories I hold dear of my early years on what Pam and I now affectionately call Argyle 

Acres. Then, as an exclamation mark, perhaps, God saw fit to call me from a 2003 retirement to serve the 

church (Euchee Valley) that I had first joined as a young man just giving his life to Christ at the age of 21. If 

you are in the area, please come by and visit us. In fact, an hour in the historic cemetery is worth a days drive. 

Jinuny Ray can even attest to all the amenities available at our Redneck Sha"lay including the welcome mat 

'lor any card carrying NOA member. God blessings and regards from Pam and Durl and God willing, see you 

in Americus. 

http:10,073.76


Hi Everyone: 

We have finally finished packing away the tons of Christmas decorations. Please keep in mind, during Christmas my 

primary concern is my family, church, my committments to local organizations, the Veterans Hospital volunteer project, 

volunteering for Red Cross Blood Mobile, decorating for the holidays and meeting my entertainment commitments, 

attending the arts, parties, shopping and wrapping of gifts. In other words, we are very busy from Thanksgiving through 

January. Plus mail out about 200 Christmas cards. As you can tell, we don't spend all day playing on the computer. 

What I am saying is I am running a little late with the most recent renewals. However, we do check the e-mail each day 

and if it's an emergency we respond immediately, if not, it must wait untif after Christmas for catch up time. I do take 

Christmas timeoff from NOA and a few other family organizations.ln fact, I would love to use this special time to research 

my Odom family. 

So, hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and now I'm back with my special love the NOA Family organization: 

Following are the most recent renewals. For some of you, I suggest you print this list of renewals for future reference. 

This might reduce the number of e-mails to me and some confusion. 

Remember,the information I'm sending you I gather from the members membership application or their check. Lots of 

members do not send acompleted membership application, therefore, I don't always know their current e-mail address or 

street address if it's changed. However, I suggest you use the information I send to you . Don't take it upon yourself to 

change anything until I notify you of a change.Should I suspect something wrong , I will call the renewingor new member 

and confirm the information , then let you know. Most often they know their data better than we do. However, there are 

many times that I can't read their e-mail address. This I do appreciate your help with. 

Here goes: 

William J. 

Odom 

P. O. Box 63121 

PipeCreek, 

TX 
78063 

Tel: 830-525-2148 

E-Mail: william-odom@sbcqlobal.net 

E 0 A: Archibald Odom 

Renewal 

Lee 

Anderson 

5002 Wheatland St. 

San Antonio, 

TX 
78219 

Tel : 210-661 -2969 

E-Mail: Lee5002@aol.com 

E 0 A: not included 

Renewal 

John D. 

Denny 

1455 E. 52 nd. PI. 

Tulsa, 

OK 

74105-5703 

Tel: 918-742-3893 

E-Mail: N/A 

Don K. & Phyllis L. 

Odom 

312 Jon 

Guthrie 

OK 

73044-1822 

Tel : 405-282-2718 

. E-Mail: N/A 

EO A: Isaac W. Odom; b. 16 Feb. 1818 EO A: 

Renewal 

Sadie O. 

Lovett 

7726 Calhoun Ave. 

Southport, 

FL 

32409 

Tel : 850-265-2405 

E-Mail : eylovett@bellsouth .net 

EO A: N/A 

Renewal 

Renewal 

Should there be corrections or mistakes 

that you know of, please contact me 

ASAP. I will check this out as soon as 

possible. 

Hug an Odom, 

Thelma P. Blackburn 

Treasurer 

mailto:eylovett@bellsouth.net
mailto:Lee5002@aol.com
http:organizations.ln


(!Cbristmas at ~ranbmama's ~ouse 
bp jfranh (!Dbom 

In the year of 1968 when Kim, our to our liking. I cut it down and we started back 

daughter, was seven years old, and our son, 

Wallace, was three and a half, we decided we 

would spend Christmas differently. Usually, we 

would spend Christmas Eve at our house in North 

Augusta, and on Christmas Day, we would drive 

down to my wife, Frances, home in Metter, 

Georgia. There we would spend Christmas Day 

with her Mother and Daddy. 

But on the Christmas of 1968, we decided 

we would go to my boyhood home in Alabama to 

spend Christmas with my Mother and Daddy. 

Mother and Daddy lived on twenty acres in 

Hoover just over the mountain from Birmingham. 

It was almost like being in the country compared 

to the city home I was brought up in when we lived 

in Birmingham. 

In the back section of Daddy's property 

was a heavy growth of timber, presenting a 

plentiful supply of young cedar and pine. Since 

Mother hadn't put up the Christmas tree, I 

suggested I take the axe and go and cut her a tree. 

I remember when I was a boy how I used to go to 

the woods with my Daddy to cut the Christmas 

tree. So, I thought I would create a memorable 

experience for my son by taking him with me. 

We were only about a hundred yards into 

the woods when Wallace started crying, saying he 

was afraid. Since this was his first time in the 

woods, I took it as being normal so I picked him 

up and carried him in my arms. We found a tree 

through the woods to Grandmama's house. 

Wallace started crying again and telling me he was 

afraid. Putting the axe and tree down, I squatted 

down to his level and asked him what he was 

afraid of. "The big, bad wolf', he balled. I said, 

"There's no big, bad wolf out here". "Yes, there 

is", said Wally. "You said there was" . 

Then I remembered the story I told him 

about "Little Red Riding Hood" walking through 

the woods to Granmama's house and all about the 

big, bad wolf and how the hunter killed the wolf 

with the axe. I laughed and said, "Wally, that is 

just a story". "Yes, I know", said Wally, "but it 

was here at Grandmama's house". So I left the axe 

and the tree and carried Wallace on to the house. 

Of course, I later want back, got the axe 

and tree, put it up, and we aU had fun decorating 

it. Kim got a doll that Christmas which she still 

has. Wallace got an electric train which he still 

has. The memory I tried to create for Wallace 

about the Christmas tree, he doesn't remember, 

but he does remember the axe and being afraid of 

the big, bad wolf at Grandmama's house. 

That was the last Christmas I got to spend 

at home while my Mother and Daddy were both 

living. That following summer my Daddy had a 

heart attack and passed away while on a fishing 

trip in Gulf shores, Alabama. I am so glad I took 

my fmily home that year to spend Christmas at 

their Grandmama's house. 

VV AS THIS OUR MAlACHI????? 

MALACHI ODOM, b abt 1771 - d abt 1852 in Tx. and living in Wayne CO., Ms. in 1820, married MARY 

RUSSELL. They had son, JOHN who married MARY COPELAND. Coming next issue, an interesting story 

that you will be able to ponder. Were they related, neighbors, never set eyes on one another, a coincidence? 



I was looking for something on the web the other day, and 

came across this exchange on the website. It made me 

think of Dad, Jimmy Ray and the others. It seems to me he 

isn't a member of NO A and really could use our contacts. 

http://genforum.genealogy.com/odom/ . Editor 

Hello all Odoms: 

I am descended from the Moses Odom 1729 NC line. So 

far no researchers, to my knowledge, have been able to 

determine how long the line had been in the colonies when 

he was born, or to cross the water to establish this line 

further back. It appears that many of us US Odoms are in 

the same boat. 

One possible method to give clues about which of our 

families are related, especially if British Isles Odoms were 

to participate, is DNA testing. Although it cannot prove 

relationship or entirely substitute for documentation, it can 

eliminate some lines and thereby help focus research on 

the possible ones, thereby "reducing the size of the 

haystack in which you must search for the needles" as it 

was so well put recently on a DNA forum. 

So far, there are only two Odom participants in one of its 

surname DNA projects ( 

http://www.worldfamilies.net/surnames/o/odom/), a truly 

pitiful showing. I am aware that several other Odom men 

have done DNA testing as there are ten in YSearch, nine of 

which tested at Relative Genetics. Perhaps they are in the 

RG Odom project, which has 71 participants. Now that's 

more like it! Just wish more would enter their results in 

YSearch so others could see them. 

The cost of DNA testing is a fraction of even plane fare to 

Britain, or the cost of a couple nights in a hotel if you 

traveled stateside for research. Noninvasive/painless 

methods are used to collect cell samples for analysis. 

Of course, only men who carry the Odom surname can 

test. That leaves me out, as my mother was my Odom. 

So you Odom men (and women who can fmd a 

persuadable one) please consider participating in the DNA 

project of your choice ... 

Thanks, Don Jackson 

Dr. Cloyce or Fred Odom: 

Your email addresses on Genforum aren't current. Please 

get in touch with me as I'd like to have you look at some 

of my line to clear up my confusion. As I have it, it is: 

Archie Lee Odom 1889 Hill Co., TX - 1963 Scurry Co., 

TX 

· David Ollin Odom 1863 Parker Co., TX - 1896 Hill Co., 

TX 

· . Jacob Odom 1836 (McNairy Co.?) TN - 1912 Hill Co., 

TX 

... Ollen Odom 1812 NC - 1879 Hill Co., TX 

· ... Jacob Odom 1759 NC - 1842 McNairy Co., TN 

· .... Moses Odom/Oldham 1729 NC - 1792 NC 

I have the fIrst four on censuses. 

Have I missed a generation between Jacob and Ollen? 

Thanks, Don 

******************************************* 

Hello, Don. Both Cloyce and I are descended from the 

Riley-Sophia Odom line and have pretty sound 

documentation about it. However, we are both a little 

weak on the peripheral lines and those above Riley. I think 

you have, indeed, missed a line (provided my own data is 

accurate). Jacob had two sons, Riley and Jesse. The three 

of them took land grands ~ McNairy Co. TN in 1826. A 

Perhaps the following will be of some help: 

Jacob Odorn (Junior): 

LDS FHC tape 103696, item #3, Section 1 part I, p.7: The 

1790,1800,1810,1820 census records list him as head of 

household in Sampson Co. About 1825 he went to TN. On 

June 16, 1826, he entered an occupant claim for 25 acres 

ofland in District 9, McNairy Co, In September 1842, he 

deed this land to his son, Riley. (Riley witnessed the 

deed.) He moved to Hardin Co before 1830 (census 

supported). In 1830 and 1840, only he and his wife were 

in his household. Apparently he died after Sep. 1842 and 

before 1850. From the deed of land made to his son, it 

appears that he may have moved back to McNairy Co 

http://www.worldfamilies.netisurnames/o/odom
http://genforum.genealogy.com/odom


Spellings note: 1790: Jacob ODOM; 1800: Jacob 

HODUM; 1810; Jacob ODUM; 1820, Jacob ODAM; 

1830, Jacob ODHAM; 1840, Jacob ODEM. 
r . 

l 

'JOTE: McNairy and Hardin counties meet in 

Milledgeville, across the street from each other. Thus, 

movements back and forth are not as dramatic as might be 

imagined. 

Now, with all of the above as prologue: I show Jesse with 

the following family: 

1 JesseODOM 

Birth: 1795, N.C. 

Father: Jacob ODOM Jr.(?) (~1765-) 

Data from 1850 Census, Hardin Co. TN 

• Subsequent 1860 census and courthouse information 

locates this family in Hopkins Co, TX. 

• Research: 1820 Census, Sampson Co, NC 292 

June 16,1826: Land Grants in TN---Riley, Jesse, and 

Jacob get bordering 25 acre grants. 

Spouse: Rhoda UNK 

Birth: 1808, KY 
Children: 

l.1 William Robert (1826-) 

. 1.2 Andrew J . (1829-) 

1.3 John F. (1833-) 

1.4 Sarah J. (1837-) 

1.5 Delilah (1840-) 

l.6 Mary A.c. (1842-) 

1.7 Ollen (1845-) 

1.8 Rhoda S. (Twin) (1849-) 

l.9 Dorcas L. (Twin) (1849-) 

1.1 William Robert ODOM 

Birth: 1826, Milledgevi 

He, McNairy Co, TN 

1.2 Andrew J. ODOM 

Birth: 1829, TN 

1.3 John F. ODOM 

Birth: 1833, TN 

Spouse: Nancy (ODOM) 

.Children: John (1859-) 

l.3 .1 John ODOM 

Birth: 1859, Texas 

1.4 Sarah J. ODOM 

Birth: 1837 

1.5 Delilah ODOM 

Birth: 1840, TN 

1.6 Mary A.C. ODOM 

Birth: 1842, TN 

1.7 OUen ODOM 

Birth: 1845, TN 

1.8 Rhoda S. ODOM 

Birth: 1849, TN 

1.9 Dorcas L. ODOM 

Birth: 1849, TN 

Fred Odom 

6139 Saufley Pines Road 

Pensacola, Florida 32526 

850-455-0867 

fred .odom@cox.net 

---------------------

QUERY 
Hello ~veryone - I am new to genealogy, and have 

just started looking for my roots. But it looks like the 

Odoms had many, many children! I am 

gg-grandaughter of James Frank Odom, 

g-grandaughter of Scot Odom, grandaughter of lla 

Grace Odom, born in Cherokee County, Maydelle, 

TX. I would love to correspond with any of you who 

could help me on my research! Thank you! 

Katie Winzer Wilson winzercastle@evl .net 

mailto:winzercastle@evl.net
mailto:fred.odom@cox.net


Genealogical DNA test 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

A genealogical DNA test examines the nucleotides 

at specific locations on a person's DNA for genetic 

genealogy purposes. The test results are meant to 

have no informative medical value and do not 

determine specific genetic diseases or disorders (see 

possible exceptions in Medical information below); 

they are intended only to give genealogical 

information. Genealogical DNA tests generally 

involve comparing the results of living individuals as 

opposed to obtaining samples from deceased people. 

Procedure 

The general procedure for taking a genealogical DNA 

test involves taking a painless cheek-scraping at 

home and mailing the sample to a genetic genealogy 

laboratory for testing. Some laboratories use mouth 

wash or chewing gum instead of cheek swabs. Some 

laboratories offer to store DNA samples for ease of 

future testing. All laboratories will destroy the DNA 

sample upon request by the customer, guaranteeing 

that a sample is not available for further analysis. 

Types of tests 

The most popular ancestry tests are Y chromosome 

(Y -DNA) testing and mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) 

testing. Other tests attempt to determine a 

researcher's comprehensive genetic history and ethnic 

ongms. 

Y chromosome (Y-DNA) testing 

A man's paternal ancestry can be traced using the 

DNA on his Y chromosome (Y-DNA). This is useful 

because the Y chromosome, like many European 

surnames, passes from father to son, and can be used 

to help study surnames. Women who wish to 

determine their paternal ancestry can ask their father, 

brother, paternal uncle, paternal grandfather, or a 

cousin who shares the same paternal lineage to take a 

test for them (i.e. any male family member who has 

the same surname as her father). 

Wha t gets tes ted 

Y-DNA testing involves looking at segments of DNA 

on the Y chromosome (found only in males) where 

sequences of nucleotides repeat, known as short 

tandem repeats (STRs). The segments which are 

examined are referred to as genetic markers and occur 

in what is considered "junk" DNA. 

STR markers 

STRs are changes to the number of times a segment 

of DNA which repeats. These repeating sets of 

nucleotides are referred to as genetic markers and are 

designated by a DYS number (DNA Y-chromosome 

Segment number). 

SNP markers 

SNPs are changes to a single nucleotide in a DNA 

sequence. The relative mutation rate for a SNP is 

extremely slow. This makes them ideal for marking 

the history of the human genetic tree. SNPs are 

named with a letter code and a number. The letter 

indicates the lab or research team that discovered the 

SNP. The number indicates the order in which it was 

discovered. For example M173 is the 173rd SNP 

documented by the group who uses the letter M. 

Understanding test results 

Y-DNA tests generally examine 10-67 STR markers 

on the Y chromosome but over 100 markers are 

available. STR test results provide the personal 

haplotype. SNP results indicate the haplogroup. 



Haplotype 

A Y -DNA haplotype is the numbered results of a genealogical Y -DNA test. Each allele value has a distinctive 

frequency within a population. For example, at DYS455, the results will show 8, 9, 10, 11 or 12 repeats, with 11 

being most commonUJ.. For high marker tests the allele frequencies provide a signature for a surname lineage. 

3 3 3 3 3 4 3 4 3 3 3 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 

9 9 9 9 8 8 2 8 3 8 9 8 5 5 5 5 5 4 3 4 4 6 6 6 6 

kit Surname Haplo 3 0 5 5 6 8 9 9 2 9 8 9 9 5 4 7 7 8 9 4 4 4 4 

a b a b a b c d 

2 

11111 Yours Q 12 23 13 10 16 17 12 12 13 14 14 31 18 8 9 11 11 27 13 19 28 14 14 15 15 

The test results are then compared to another project member's results to determine the time frame in which the 

two people shared a most recent common ancestor (MRCA). Ifthe two tests match on 37 markers, there is a 

50% probability that the MRCA was fewer than 5 generations ago and a 90% probability that the MRCA was 

fewer than 17 generations ago. 

3 3 3 3 3 4 3 4 3 3 3 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 

9 9 9 9 8 8 2 8 3 8 9 8 5 5 5 5 5 4 3 4 4 6 6 6 6 

kit Surname HapJo 3 0 5 5 6 8 9 9 2 9 8 9 9 5 4 7 7 8 9 4 4 4 4 

a b a b a b c d 

1 2 

11111 Yours Q 12 23 13 10 161712 12 1314 1431188 9 11 11 27 13 19 28 1414 15 15 

11178 Yours Q 12 23 13 10 161712 12 1314 1431188 9 11 11 27 13 19 28 14 14 15 15 

It is important to check the number of markers that will be tested before choosing a test. For example, the 

Genographic Project only looks at 12 markers, while most laboratories and surname projects recommend testing 

at least 25. The more markers that are tested, the more discriminating and powerful the results will be. A 12 

marker STR test is usually not discriminating enough to provide conclusive results for a common surname. 

STRs results may also indicate a likely haplogroup, though this can only be confirmed by specifically testing for 

that Haplogroups' single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs). 

Haplogroup 

Haplogroups are large groups ofhaplotypes that can be used to define genetic populations and are often 

geographically oriented. 



Human V-chromosome DNA (V-DNA) haplogroups 

Y -most recent common ancestor 

Y -DNA haplogroups are determined by SNP tests. SNPs are locations on the DNA where one nucleotide has 

'mutated" or "switched" to a different nucleotide. The nucleotide switch must occur in at least 1 % of the 

population to be considered a useful SNP. If it occurs in less than 1 % of the population, it is considered a 

" personal SNP. 

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 

8 8 8 8 8 9 9 9 9 9 2 3 3 4 4 4 5 5 5 5 5 6 6 6 6 

DYS Markers 5 5 8 9 9 0 1 5 3 4 6 7 9 7 8 9 4 5 8 9 9 4 4 4 4 

a b 11 a b a b c d 

Haplogroup G: 14 14 12 12 29 29 22 10 11 14 15 11 16 11 23 21 31 11 11 16 9 9 12 13 13 14 

iv10dal STR values 

Few haplotypes will exactly match the modal values for Haplogroup G. One can consult an allele frequency 

:able to determine the likelihood of remaining in Haplogroup G based on the variations observed. Additional 

xedictions include: 

IfDYS426 is 12 and DYS392 is 11 , one is probably a member of hap log roup Rla1. 

IfDYS426 is 12 and DYS392 is not 11 , one is probably a member of hap log roup Rl b. 

IfDYS426 is 11 , one is probably a member of hap log roup G,I , or J. 

If DYS426 is 11 and DYS388 is 12, one is probably a member of hap log roup N3 or E3b 

A Bayes classifier to predict the haplogroup probabilities for an observed haplotype is available on the web: 

Whit Athey HaplogToup Predictor. 
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From the Editor: 
I know that this newsletter is running behind, but I think we need to look at the reasons 

and make some decisions. A traditional quarterly publication uses January, April, July, October as 
the standard for mailing. With these dates, it is necessary for all persons contributing to have 
their material to the editor at least two weeks before the mail date and preferably three. This , 

gives the editor two weeks to put the newsletter together and a week for it to be printed, folded, 
stamped and labeled for mailing. With these dates in mind, let's look at the reality of this issue. 
With a publication date of say, January 5th, the material needed to be to me by December 22. 

This is very unrealistic. Who is going to work on a volunteer publicaton during the biggest family 
time of the year? Although I did have some material come before Christmas, the majority of it 
came to me the end of January. Even so as you can see there aren't many representative reports, 
because I am sure they thought that it was too late. If we moved our newsletter dates to 
February, May, August, and November I think we would be more successful . February material 
would come due after the holidays and the issue wouldn't get lost in the post Christmas rush. May 
would be ample time to organize and plan for the annual meeting where the current, April is really 
too early for many people. August would be wonderful for showcasing and highlighting our wonderful 
meeting, rather than the current system of October when we have already moved on to other 

things. It would also be a good time to put in the minutes of the meeting. November would then be 
late enough yet more timely to put out the directory. Now by the time it comes out it is nearly 
time to renew for the next year. Just some thought for your board to decide. Cheri 

Seel ____ ._ -. ..... / ....... vu 

Soulutions@blackfoot.net 

Duel and Pam Odorn 
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