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This comes from Thelma

I have discovered the 2008 
State Highway Maps do not 
always include secondary 
state and county roads on 
their maps as of lately.  This 
could be a real handicap for 

researcher looking for 
rural cemeteries or old 
home places of 
ancestors.  So, please 
save your older state 
highway maps for areas you 
are researching.

– A Timely Reminder 
from the President

The debate in on: are we in 
recession, or not?

   By the time “the experts” 
decide, it be over, whatever it 
is we are in.  Hopefully.
   And, just in time to rescue 
every  hurting taxpayer, the 
rebate checks “are in the 
mail.”  Oh how I love them 
congress wo/men!!!
   Now its up  to you!  Be a 
good citizen, and spend it.
   As your president, let me 

offer a suggestion: a July 
vacation in Kentucky.
   Now, just consider for a 
moment: what better way to 

z A Message from our
President z

Recession, Rebate and Reunion
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express your patriotism, and celebrate family at 
the same time?
   In fact, I’m not too sure but what this rebate 
thing isn’t providential.  You know: Godsend.  
(What do you think, Jimmy Ray?)  Think about it: 
just at the very  time you need $600 ($1200 for 
couples) to buy gas, food and motel fare for a 
great vacation, and celebrate family, it’s like 
manna from heaven.
   In fact, to make sure I spend all of mine (and 
Pam’s), I am inviting all the children and 
grandchildren (and two great-grandchildren) to 
join us.  They  can thank Uncle Sam.  I couldn’t 
have done it without him.  The next time you 
write your congressman, thank him/her for me, 
too.
   Seriously, I am looking forward to seeing YOU 
in Bardstown.  Since our gathering in Augusta , I 
have invited at least 20 people to join us in KY.  I 
hope you are doing the same.
   State reps, please use every means – telephone, 
snail-mail and email, to get the word out.
   I’m committed to do my part  to get this 
economy moving again.  What about you????  

News From The Ozarks...................... 
Emma and R.D. Odom - Reps

   Its been  sometime since  our state has checked 
in.   But I have been asked to give some update on 
Arkansas.
   R,D, and I have missed our trips to the Odom 
Reunions, but we can no longer make the long 
drives without asking our  children or grand 
children to go and do the driving.  So  our 
decision was to stay home.
   Since we have not been traveling around much  
we set up  our own Odom Family website.  R D  
is the last of his family left, but he has several 
nieces and nephews that we can stay in touch with 

on our site. This has been fun for all of us as we 
share pictures and stories and history of our Odom 
family. Then we can also reach out to others that 
married into  our family line. One of the nieces Ira
(Tootie) Sharp Dennis lives in Texas but has some 
deep roots in Arkansas.  Her father Homer Sharp 
was born in Arkansas  in Sharp Co. Tootie's aunt 
still lives at Black Rock, Lawrence Co, Arkansas.  
Her aunt is Nancy Jane Sharp Odom. Tootie and 
her Aunt Jane have worked together researching 
the cemeteries in Sharp, Lawrence and 
Independence county.   After  seeing how many 
headstones  were being broken and destroyed,  
they thought it would be good to  start a project 
for the purpose of photographing  gravestones. 
Web service for the project is provided by  JL 
Consulting Web service of Cedar Rapids, IA.  
The web site can be checked out at http://
arkansasgraves.org.  There is no charage for the 
use of this site. User may submit  photographs  to 
be added to the site.
    At present we have 15 to 20 coordinators for 
one or more counties. More volunteers are needed  
and would be very much appreciated.   Our son 
Steve Odom is working part time in Washington 
County.  You can see what he has done in the 
West Fork, cemetery.  There are many more 
counties that need  coordinators. You can contact  
the co-adminstrators at the email  below:
   Ira Sharp Dennis  at Tootied@suddenlink.net
   Tom Helms  at   t720@bellsouth.net
If you can give some time to this project please 
email Tootie or Tom and let them know. R.D. and 
I are looking forward to  warmer days very soon.  
It will be good to just get out and enjoy walking 
and enjoying  being outside. Of course R. D. is 
counting the days until he can start working his 
bee hives.   He hopes and plans to make the all 
school reunion  at Wink, Texas in June.   We do 
have a driver.  He will also be 84 years old in 
June. Smile and be happy, its good for everything.
The Reps from Arkansas  Emma and R.D.
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Odom-Logsdon Reunion
August 16, 2008

Raymond Odom
The biennial family reunion for all Odoms’ and 
Logsdons’ will be held at the big shelter house at 
Fort Branch Park in Fort Branch, Indiana on 
August 16th, 2008. 

Please reserve this date for enjoying food, games, 
and visiting with relatives and friends you may 
not have seen in a very long time.

The survivors of our ancestors are slowly 
dwindling to a precious few, so we should enjoy 
them while they are still with us. 

Bring your favorite dish, dessert, photos, and 
recipes from times gone by  for all to enjoy  and 
reminisce and see how far we have come in just a 
few generations.

Games will be played- board washers, clabber, 
and anything else people want to play.

Festivities will begin around 11:00 A.M. with 
lunch and games to follow.

We apologize for the date this year but we could 
not arrange the Saturday  date due to other 
commitments by the Town of Fort Branch.

If anyone would like to consider other venues and 
dates for holding the reunion let us know and we 
will consider them. 

The National Odom Assembly get together is 
always held the second weekend in July.  This 
year it is held in Bardstown, KY   If you want to 
go contact me and I can send you the information. 

We will have a surprise this year so don’t miss 
this one. Looking forward to seeing all again,

from Larry Odom
Since I last sent news Don Odom has has 
had much tragedy in his family.  He has lost a 
son, a sister, and a nephew.  He is still 
experiencing some serious health problems 
but he intends to travel to Kentucky if 
possible.  Spring is upon us with the wild 
privet hedges blooming and causing a lot of 
people including me allergy problems.  I have 
not talked recently  to our Covington County 
Odoms but I do hope to meet them for the 
first time in Kentucky.  I finally went to the 
Odom Cemetery in Richton, Ms. and visited 
the grave of my great, great, grandfather 
Benjamin who is, I believe, the Odom 
responsible for populating that part of 
Mississippi.  May  is an extremely busy month 
for me in the school business.  It seems there 
is something every day.  I am looking forward 
to going to Kentucky in July.  See ya there.

from Thelma Blackburn

A little girl asked her mother, 'How did the 
human race appear?' The mother answered, 
'God made Adam and Eve and they had 
children and all mankind was
made.' Two days later the girl asked her 
father the same question. The father 
answered, 'Many years  ago there were 
monkeys from which the human race 
EVOLVED!' The confused girl returned to her 
mother and said, 'Mom how is it possible that 
you told me the human race was created by 
God, and Dad said they developed from 
monkeys?' The mother answered, 'Well, dear, 
it is very simple. I told you about my side of 
the family and your father told you about his.

 Family Connections from the Here and Now



Family News
from.... 
the Purdy family in Austin
Cathy Bruce Purdy

 
John (at 5'10" and growing) is finishing up 
7th grade this year, he's a percussionist 
and plays in his school's Wind Ensemble 
and Jazz Band and has kept up his 
volunteer work for the high school pit 
crew and indoor drumline.  The world is a 
drum.    He is now a STAR rank Boy Scout 
and was just inducted into National Junior 
Honor Society at his school.      He just 
finished his God   & Church program 
with his Boy Scout group and will attend 
summer camp with his troop and Silver 
Pines Boy Scout Leadership Camp this 
summer.    He made the ALL-A honor roll 
again this 6 weeks!
 
Sara Beth graduates on June 5 along 
with   4 of her fellow Girl Scout troop 
members.      Sara Beth will attend THE 
UNIVERSITY of TEXAS at Austin, where 
she hopes to graduate as UT Engineer #7 
from our family and will be a 4th-
generation Longhorn!!!      We are so glad 
she is going to follow this family tradition!  
We're hoping for some scholarships to get 
us out of public school and into college...so 
far she's earned a Drumline scholarship 
and one from Girl Scouts!   She also hopes 
to earn a coveted spot in the LONGHORN 
BAND....she has her playing audition in 
May and her marching audition in August.   

Keep your fingers and toes crossed!   She 
was also accepted into Baylor's Honors 
Engineering and Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology (Engineering).    Sara Beth has 
just finished her God & Life program this 
spring and is winding up a busy high school 
career...graduating as an International 
Baccalaureate Diploma candidate, 
hopefully in the top 10% of her class, 
President of Mu Alpha Theta Math Honors 
club, secretary of the National Spanish 
Honor society, Treasurer of the National 
Honor Society, and a member of Knitting 
for the Kneedy.   She was also a 3rd year 
Mellophone section leader,  principal horn 
for both Wind Ensemble and Full 
Orchestra, and played vibraphone for 
Indoor Drumline. She will take her IB/AP 
exams this spring and hopefully get a lotto 
college hours from them!       Those good 
solid Odom genes have served her well...
(and Bruce and Purdy.... :) Just before 
graduating, she ends the school year with 
an audition at Texas State Solo and 
Ensemble contest  on  both  her Solo and 
her Ensemble.  
 
Cathy and Bob are busy making sure 
everything gets done, mailed, cleaned, 
assembled, studied, repaired, mowed, 
published..... and working frantically to see 
that our school bond election passes, 
keeping up with our volunteer hours with 
band, scouts and church....(oh yeah, and 
Bob works in his spare time...at a job 
he really, really likes!)



Digging Up Family Tree Can Uncover a Lot of Branches
—by Wendy Victora

 In the two years since our father died, my 
brother has changed.
 No, he doesn't call a lot or get all mushy 
about my  kids. He is still a very formal, 
intellectual man who applies logic to everything.
 But he has become a man obsessed with 
the past.
 He has spent much of his free time 
tracking down ancestors I didn't know we had.  
He has paid for records from other states and even 
found a picture of the ship that carried some of 
our long-ago relatives to this country.
 Genealogy is like that, I guess. It's kind of 
like a rip current – step into it and you find 
yourself swept out to sea.
 I was reminded of my brother's newfound 
passion last week when I spoke to a man named 
Richard Taylor from Daphne, Ala.
 He recently sent out letters to every  Taylor 
he could find in the local phone book with the 
hope that one would remember or know Paula Sue 
Taylor.
 Richard has been dogging his family's past 
and has raveled around the country trying to make 
the pieces fit.
 Along the way, he found a great-aunt who 
lives two miles away  from him, and forged a 
relationship  with her.  On Thanksgiving, he 
brought her dinner.
 But he can't  find his cousin, who he 
believes was a dancer in Fort  Walton Beach about 
15 years ago.
 She would be 50 now.  Her first name was 
Paula Sue, and her maiden name, which she might 
still go by, was Taylor.
 On his journey, Richard found some 
relatives who wanted to be found and some who 
weren't interested in making a connection with the 

past.  He doesn't know if Paula Sue would 
welcome his overtures or not.
 But for now, she is a mystery  and one that 
he feels compelled to solve.
 "It's a challenge, and you find people you 
never knew existed,” he told me.
 Two years ago, his quest  would have been 
completely foreign to me.
 But my  brother's fascination with our past 
has taught me a lot.  So has the death of our 
parents.
 Now I understand better how history 
passes with every breath we take.  It's hard to 
capture it, harder to go back and trace its faint 
outlines.
 I'm impressed with those who take the 
time to try.
 For Christmas last year, my brother gave 
me a framed photo taken 100 years ago of our 
relatives.  When I visited this summer, he showed 
me a written family history.
 These are gifts not  only for me, but for my 
children and their children.
 When I am gone, they will at least  know 
the names of those who passed before me.
 And they will realize that we are all 
connected to a much larger world.

This article first appeared Nov. 25, 2007, in the NW Florida 
Daily News, Ft. Walton Beach, Florida, and is reprinted 
with permission from the author, Wendy Victora,  who can 
be reached at (850) 863-1111, Ext. 1478 or 
wendyv@nwfdailynews.com

ODOM NAME MEANING AND HISTORY

English: nickname for someone who had 
done well for himself by marrying the 
daughter of a prominent figure in the local 
community, from Middle English odam ‘son-
in-law’ (Old Englishaðum).

Dictionary of American Family Names, Oxford 
University Press, ISBN 0-19-508137-4
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A New Mississippi Cousin
By Deanna Odom Shows

     Recently, I discovered an Odom Cousin at 
Macedonia Baptist Church in Petal, MS, 
where my husband and I are members.

     One Wednesday night, I noticed a prayer 
request for Dawn Pipkins’ Grandmother 
Selma Odom.  (Selma was spelled 
incorrectly, as  you know that happens often)  
I knew from my research that Rueben Odom 
of Richton, MS was married to a Selma.

     On another Wednesday night, I cornered 
Dawn and inquired about her Grandmother.  
Bingo!  She is Rueben and Selma’s 
Granddaughter.  Regretfully, Selma passed 
away on March 10, 2008.

     Dawn’s grandparents and her parents live 
near the Odom Cemetery in Richton, MS.  
Dawn grew up within walking distance of 
Benjamin and Sarah’s homestead and their 
graves.   

from Elizabeth Duggin Davenport
John Allen Leach who is the direct 
descendant of John S. Odom and Julia Ann 
Odom from their daughter Eliza Ann Odom 
who married Joseph (Joe) Leach and they 
lived near Auburntown, Cannon Co., TN.  
Their son John Delta Leach is John Allen 
Leach's father and he had the telephone 
number and kept asking if I had located 
James Odom.  He remembers some of the 
Odom family from KY visiting with his family.  
They visited his aunt May Nell Leach 
Campbell who lived on Locke Creek near 
where I lived as a child until in sixth grade we 
moved over the hill close to Woodbury. May 
Nell and Morgan's daughter, Ruth was a few 
years younger than I but we did visit and 
living in the county all visits with neighbors 
made an exciting day. 

 I had pulled up some census on Jepp 
Newton Odom who was a brother to Eliza 
Ann and it looks like what I had on that line is 
your family.  I don't have a lot on John S. and 

Julia Ann Odom's family and I am trying to 
get more information for John Allen and in 
researching my Grandfather Henry Swain 
Duggin's sister Margaret (Peggy) Duggin who 
married James Nelson Owen I discovered 
that four of their daughters married Odom 
boys.  Elizabeth Owen married Cantrell 
Bethel Odom, May Lucinda Owen married 
Calvin Curlee Odom, Lovey Malissa Owen 
married Franklin Bartholomew Odom.  These 
three sister married three brother who were 
sons of William C. Odom and Charlotte Ward.  
Susannah (Susie) Owen married James 
Higgins Odom a son of Benjamin Franklin 
Odom and Mary Higgins. My gggrandfather is 
sister to Mary Higgins.
 
I have Eliza Ann Odom and Joseph (Joe) 
Leach family.  My Dad's mother AnLiza Leach 
was Joe' sister.  If you would like the 
information I have on that family I will be glad 
to send it.
 
John Allen is not in good health and I don't 
think he will try to make the reunion.  I think 
he wishes now he had gone several years 
ago when Ray Odom was attending and 
wanted him to go with him.
 
I would like to send your email to Sherry Paty 
Barber who lives in FL if it is okay with 
you.  She is planning to print a history on the 
Odom family, James who came from North 
Carolina and settled in Auburntown, Cannon 
Co., TN.  She is a descendant of two families.  
Wm C and Charlotte Ward Odom son 
Cantrell Bethel Odom and Elizabeth Owen 
dau Edna married James H. Paty their son 
Bernard Paty married Pearl Odom a daughter 
of Erastes Howard Odom and Florence 
Couch, Erastes parents are John Higgins 
Odom and Virginia Narcissa Thomas,  John 
Higgins parents are Benjamin Franklin Odom 
and Mary Higgins.
 
I knew several Odom families when growing 
up but never knew there was a connection 
until I started doing research.  I spent several 
years on the Davenport and Duggin families 
and when I couldn't find anyone with history 
on some of my great grandfathers siblings I 
started trying to see what I could find.



 Albert & Henrietta Luttmer write........

 GREAT NEWS.   Our son, Robert is 
returning to Sallisaw, OK  to coach football 
and teach chemistry and biology at the high 
school.  Our sweet daughter-in-law is going 
to teach second grade in the building where I 
am the Dean of Students.   The Lord has 
heard our prayers and we are so excited 
about our kids returning to Sallisaw.  Robert 
is  thrilled to be a Black Diamond again and 
Jennifer is so excited about teaching second 
grade at Liberty.  I wanted all of you to know 
our wonderful family news.  Have a blessed 
and beautiful day!

Thelma writes.................

This  family has been wonderful NOA 
members for a very long time.  Since before 
Robert was born, now he is a NOA Big Kid.  
Really a wonderful young man.   Thelma's 
comments.
 
Hello from California.   Many 
Congratulations to Ivan Odom and his new 
bride,  Carol.   We hope to see you both in 
Kentucky.
 
What going on in the mid-west?   Tornados 
are not appreciated and our hopes that you 
are all safe in the Tornado Areas of the 
country. 
 
Dale, Natalie and Paula just returned from 
Maryland, Virginia, DC and Gettysburg.  We 
had to use our airline tickets that were not 
used for NOA last July. 
 
Had a great time in Gettysburg, Williamsburg, 
DC and surrounding areas.   Just missed a 
tornado in Suffolk, VA.  We felt the winds and 
rain when we were in Wakefield.  
 

The three of us plan to be in Kentucky in July.  
Dale and Paula are driving cross country for 
the first time.   Hope to see much of our 
beautiful U.S. on the way.  We do not have 
any news of any new ancestors.

KENTUCKY NEWS 
 
Things are Alive and well for the most parts in 
Kentucky. Mildred and Freddie are Great 
Grandparents Again. Dale’s daughter Tonya and 
Cody are the parents of a 7 ½ pound boy  Hunter 
Cade. Both are doing well. He was welcomed 
home by a brother Landon. Tory Hayes Great 
Granddaughter of Freddie and Mildred will be 
graduating High School at the end of the month.
   We are busy preparing for the NOA and we sure 
hope everyone will try  to make it with us this 
year. We have   worked hard to keep things 
affordable because we know this year the expense 
of gas and food prices have taken a BIG jump.
    (editors note: Lisa has sent a lot of great 
information that is throughout this issue of the 
NOA News. The center is a pullout to take with 
you to help with keep  us organized. Hopefully, I 
haven’t lost anything in the shuffle from emails to 
print. If you have any questions or concerns, just 
as Lisa, she will be more than happy to help. )
   Please bring a door prize or something for the 
auction or Both. We appreciate any help and 
Don’t forget to buy your tickets for the Bahama’s 
Vacation donated by Jay  Odom. We appreciate 
him doing this for the NOA. This really  helps our 
account for the future NOA’s. You can buy a ticket 
even if your not able to attend this years NOA. If 
you have any questions just ASK. I have sent a lot 
of information and I hope everyone will look over 
it all. Remember Down town Bardstown has a 
walking historical attractions with over 47 places, 
old soda shop, book stores, stagecoach station and 
much, much more.

See ya Down in the Bluegrass
The Prestons



NOA Assembly
July 17-20, 2008

“Down Home In The Bluegrass”
   We are making plans for you in Kentucky, 
with history, genealogy, fun and fellowship.
There is so much to do in the historical town 
of Bardstown Ky, but we are trying to plan 
activities yet leave you time to follow your 
interests.
   The Best Western General Nelson is an 
older hotel that has been recently remodeled, 
located in the heart of all of the history, and 
convenient for traveling around the area. If 
we book all 52 rooms we will have the whole 
place to ourselves. Although there isn’t a 
large lobby, the banquet room will be 
available for visiting, genealogy, and 
meetings. There is also a heated pool.
   We presently are working on the finishing 
touches for meals prices and entertainment 
and are trying to keep the prices reasonable 
to encourage a 100% participation of all 
activities.
   For the River Rats on Wed, there is day of 
excitement that awaits you. We are looking 
forward to joining the adventure this year. 
There are a several places near Bardstown 
and we are gathering information for all of our 
boat travelers.
  Our plans include the Makers Mark 
Distillery, My Old Kentucky Home, Stephen 
Foster Musical and the Civil War Museum, 
which includes the Women of the Civil War 
and the Pioneer Village. We are very excited 
that the soldiers will be doing our memorial 
service at the camp sites while they are doing 
their reenactment. The Nelson county Library 
is new and has a genealogy room that will be 
open for our needs and the local groups will 
help by presenting information. There are 
several cemeteries in the area and religious 
background of the oldest Catholic Church 
and Abbey of Gethsemane.
  From the hotel you can take a carriage ride 
to the historical downtown and it will return 

you to the hotel or a trolley can take you on a 
tour of attractions. There are 47 historical 
attractions in the downtown area.

Place:  Best Western General Nelson
Phone Number:  1-800-225-3977 or 
502-348-3977
Dates:  Thursday through Sunday, July 
17-20, 2008 early registration rates.
Room Rate:  $58.00 single, 
$63.00 Double, $5 per additional person.
Cut-Off Date:  June 15th, 2008 
All rooms will be reserved on first come 
availability. Special requests like ground floor 
or king bed should be made early.
   We are holding 46 doubles and six single 
rooms. Cancellations must be received by 
July 10, 2008 to avoid charges.
   Each morning there is a continental 
breakfast served from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 
   It has been suggested that on Friday that 
we wear colors to represent family 
genealogical lines. We would designate a 
color per blood line if you are interested and 
take pictures during the day. It would reflect 
the various lines of the Odoms in a very 
visual way. Let us know what you think. If we 
don’t do it this year, maybe this could be 
planned for next year and the celebration of 
30 years of NOA. We could assign color 
codes this year for everyone.
   Saturday night’s banquet will feature 
pictures at 5:00pm, dinner at 6:00, followed 
by our auction and door prizes. We 
appreciate all your help with the donations. 
Down Home in the Bluegrass, with BBQ and 
trimmings special music with lots of fun and 
entertainment.
   We Hope to show you country hospitality in 
the laid back Kentucky Bluegrass settings. 
Check out the website for details of the 
attractions. Go to search and put Bardstown 
Ky attractions or visitbardstown.com . See Ya 
In Kentucky.
   Please fill out and return the registration 
form so we can be ready in July.



Bardstown Kentucky Pullout
Place:  Best Western General Nelson
Phone Number:  1-800-225-3977 or 
1-502-348-3977
Dates:  Thursday through Sunday, July 17-20, 
2008 early registration rates.

Room Rate:  $58.00 single, 
$63.00 Double, $5 per additional person.
Cut-Off Date:  June 15th, 2008

First come first served for special requests

Central Kentucky 
Canoe & Kayak Home
Paddle Battle 2008
Trips
Directions
Reservations
Moonlight Floats
Photo Gallery
Other Services
Horizon Hoppers
Phone: (502) 345-9220
Fax: (502) 348-9055
Email: 
info@kycanoe.com.
SPECIALS & 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

*May 31- Beech Fork 
Paddle Pick-up
*June 7- Floyds Fork 
Clean Sweep
*July 16, 2008
Salt river Adventure 
$28.00
Please be thinking 
about what you can 

contribute to the 
door prizes and 
auction items. It is 
these activities that 
help us to keep the 
cost of  the NOA 
more reasonable. 

CLOSEST 

AIRPORT

Closest Airport will 
be Louisville 45 
miles away and 

Nashville a couple
hours away.

From Louisville 
you will stay on 
interstate 65 to 

Bardstown exits.

DOOR PRIZES

AUCTION 
ITEMS

for the banquet 
on

Saturday night

purchased
or

handmade

Bring them with 
you or send them 

ahead

mailto:info@kycanoe.com
mailto:info@kycanoe.com


2008 NOA Schedules
Registration Schedule

Date    Time    Location
Wednesday, July 16th 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. In Banquet Room By the Pool
 
    After dinner as needed In Banquet Room By the Pool
Thursday, July 17th  4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. In Banquet room
 
    After dinner – until ?  In Banquet room
 
 Friday, July 18th  9: 30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. In Banquet Room
 
    4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. In Banquet Room
 
 Saturday, July 19tht  9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. In Banquet Room
 

Hospitality Room Schedule
Looking for volunteers to help with Hospitality Room

Date    Time    Location
Thursday, July 17th  11:00p.m. – 1:00p.m. Banquet room By the Pool
    8:00p.m. – 10:00p.m.
 
Friday, July 18th  11:00p.m. –1:00p.m.
 
     10:00p.m. – 11:00p.m after we return from Stephen Foster Musical.
Saturday, July 19th  11:00p.m. – 1:00p.m.
 
     10:00p.m. until….

Genealogy Room Schedule
Date    Time    Location
Friday, July 19th  8:00 a.m. – 11:00 p.m. We will have the banquet room
Saturday, July 19th  11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
  All material need to be picked up by 2:00 to prepare for banquet.

Activity Schedule
Date    Event    Cost
Wednesday, July 16  River Rats   $28  per boat
Thursday, July 17  Bardtown HIstorical Tour $7 pp
    dinner    Adult-$5  Child-$3
Friday, July 18  Old Kentucky Home Tour Adult-$5  Child-$3 under 6 free
    Getz Museum  Adult-$3  Child-12 and under fre
    dinner    Adult-$12  Child-$6
    Steven Foster Musical Adult-$15  Child-$10 under 6 free
Saturday, July 19  Annual Meeting
    Museums   Adult-$8.50  Child-$4  Under 7 free
    Banquet   Adult-$17  Child-$10 under 6 free



Today's history lesson!

1792 - Kentucky was the first state on the western frontier to join the Union
1816 - (first promoted) Mammoth Cave, with 336+ miles of mapped passages, is the world's longest 
cave. It is 379 feet deep and contains at least 5 levels of passages. It's second only to Niagara Falls 
as the most popular tourist attraction in the US. It became a National Park on July 1, 1941.
1856 - The first enamel bathtub was made in Louisville
1883 - The first electric light bulb was shown in Louisville. Thomas Alva Edison introduced his 
invention to crowds at the Southern Exposition.
1887 - Mother's Day was first observed in Henderson by teacher Mary S. Wilson. It became a 
national holiday in 1916.
1893 - "Happy Birthday to You", probably the most sung song in the world, was written by two 
Louisville sisters - Mildred and Patricia Hill.
Late 19th century - Bibb lettuce was first cultivated by Jack Bibb in Frankfort, Kentucky.
1896 - The first (known) set of all male quintuplets was born in Paducah.
1934 - Cheeseburgers were first tasted at Kaelin's restaurant in Louisville.
1937 - The first Wigwam Village Motel, with units in the shape of a "teepee", was built by Frank A. 
Redford in Cave City.
The world's largest baseball bat, a full one hundred twenty (120) feet tall and weighing 68,000 
pounds, can be seen at the Louisville Slugger Museum in Louisville (Jefferson Co.).
Chevrolet Corvettes are manufactured only in Bowling Green.
Covington (St. Mary's Cathedral-Basilica of the Assumption) is home to the world's largest hand 
blown stained glass window in existence.
It measures an astounding 24 feet by 67 feet and contains 117 different figures.
The world's largest crucifix, standing at sixty (60) feet tall, is in Bardstown (Nelson Co.).
Fort Knox holds more than $6 billion worth of gold - the largest amount stored anywhere in the 
world.
The JIF plant in Lexington is the world's largest peanut butter producing facility.
Kentucky has more resort parks than any other state in the nation.
Middlesboro is the only United States city built inside a meteor crater.
Newport is home to The World Peace Bell, the world's largest free-swinging bell.
Pike County is the world's largest producer of coal.
Pikeville annually leads the nation (per capita) in consumption of Pepsi-Cola.
Post-It Notes are made exclusively in Cynthiana, Ky.
Shaker Village (Pleasant Hill) is the largest historic community of its kind in the United States.
Christian County is 'wet', while Bourbon County is 'dry'.
Barren County has the most fertile land in the state.
Lake Cumberland has more miles of shoreline than  the state of Florida.
Kentucky is best known for its beautiful blue grass.
And, let us not forget about the basketball and the Race Horses !!
"When someone shares something of value and it benefits you, you have a moral obligation to share it 
with other's."    --  Chinese Proverb



Vacation in the Bahamas

One week stay (Saturday to Saturday) in The Suncrest Treasure Villas in c 
Bahamas.  Good for one year.  You can pick any week during the year as long as 
it is available.  This is a...................... 

$1,400.00 value    Compliments of Jay Odom

THANK YOU 

We want to thank Jay 
Odom for donating 
this  valuable gift to 
the NOA. If someone 
cannot attend the 
NOA, please we can 
sell you a ticket and 
the drawing will be 

held the Saturday 
e v e n i n g a t t h e 
Banquet. Help the 
NOA if you cannot 
attend by purchasing 
the ticket ahead. Need 

not be present to win.

Call Kent or Myself at 
preston@copper.net 
or 270-884-3411 or 
270-635-0709 or mail 
your money or checks 
made to NOA, $20.00 
each or buy 6 ticket 
for $100.00. We will 
send you the stub and 
keep the other end 
until the drawing.

 Thanks to Jay for 
donating to the NOA. 
You can view this 
great vacation on the 
internet.
One week s tay 
( S a t u r d a y t o 
Saturday) in The 
Suncrest Treasure 
Vi l las  in Abaco 
Bahamas.   Good for 
one year.   You can 
pick any week during 
the year as long as it 
is available.  This is a 

$1,400.00 value
D o y o u h a v e 
something to share?

RAFFLE

$20 EACH OR
6 TICKETS/

$100

$1400 
Bahama 
Vacation

Support NOA
call Prestons @
270-635-0709

or
preston@copper.net

NEED NOT BE 
PRESENT TO WIN

mailto:preston@copper.net
mailto:preston@copper.net


Alma Lee Odom Bowers

 On May 4, 2007, at 7:39 a.m. God took 
another of his angels home, our mother.  Alma Lee 
Odom Bowers passed on in the loving arms of her 
family.  Mother’s spirit  will live with us through 
out the rest of our lives.  We all feel so very  blessed 
to have had such a loving, self-sacrificing, devoted, 
and hard-working mother to guide us through our 
growing years.  This is not  goodbye, but the 
beginning of her journey to a heavenly place, 
where she will be waiting for all of us.
 Our mother left a wonderful legacy  for all of 
her children, Clarese (Lloyd) Floyd, Carmen 
(James) Wilson, Eddis (Mary Bowers, Charlott 
(Bud) Lindsey, Kenneth (Harriett) Bowers, Carol, 
(Terry) Robinson, Ronnie (Rebecca) Bowers, 
Robin Bowers, and Connie Strickland; her 24 
grandchildren; 44 great-grandchildren; and 9 great-
great-grandchildren.
 The family received friends at  Red Bay 
Presbyterian Church on Monday, May  7, 2007, 
from 10 to 11 a.m.  Funeral services were held at 
11 a.m.  Interment followed at Red Bay Cemetery.

5, 10, 15 20, 25 ??????? YEARS
Just a quick reminder to please include a note in the NOA Newsletter for those members 
attending the 2008 NOA reunion in Kentucky to contact me as soon as possible 
regarding the reunion pin they are due.  Remember the pins are rewarded to those 
attending the reunions.  They are in increments of 5, 10, 15, 20 and 25 years of reunions 
attended.
 
I will need their information ASAP to assure I have the correct number of pins for 
the requested years.  Contact me by e-mail; TPBGEN@aol.com or 918-333-7902.             

BRING YOUR STORIES TO KENTUCKY
Please bring your stories to KY.....somewhere, sometime, as we gather this year, we will have 
an opportunity to share a story of some member of the family.  The stories themselves will, of 
necessity, need to be brief -- so plan for a limit of 5 minutes or so, please.   Some will share a 
heart-breaking moment or event, others will bring us to laughter, some will inspire, and still 
others will simply give us a glimpse of someone who touched them.   It's up to you!!!  We all 
want to get to know member of the family.    Durl

mailto:TPBGEN@aol.com
mailto:TPBGEN@aol.com


Confederate Soldiers Grave Markers.
 
I have enjoyed the 
dedicat ions of new 
markers for Confederate 
Soldiers here in Anderson 
C o u n t y, a n d a l s o 
Cherokee County, Texas. 
This  picture shows the 
grave of Sgt. John Parker 
who served in Hoods 
Brigade. We honored  Pvt. 
Russell Goodson who 
served in the 36th 
Mississippi Infantry. More 
than 500 Odoms served in 
the Confederacy. Do your 
research and find your 
Odom and write a story 
for the NOA News.

Thanks, Jimmy R 
Odom, Texas

Thomas Bennett Odom, Where are you????
I am still looking for Thomas Bennett Odom family in NC. If it would help I can send you his history, 
several of our Odoms are looking for him also. As we have been doing for years.
No luck  so far. Joe Odom , Gloria, Evan Strohl there are several of us looking. If you know some one 
who know or has information on this one, we would love to find his family.
 Thomas Bennett Odom
born   1834   Ga  
1904 died     Upshure County, TX
was married to
Elizabeth J. Watson  ( wife)
July 1849
April 18, 1933  died
Thomas father was born in North Carolina  we cannot find his father name his mother was born in 
Ireland.
that all the Information any of us has found.
thanks , if you run across something that can help us let me know.
Sincerely,
Natalie Fraize My mother was Lillian Alvita Odom,  William Bennett Odom Daughter Thomas is 
William father.
Thanks, Natalie Fraize



Family Connections from the Then and There
The Gift Aunt Alma Gave
A Tribute by Durl Odom

 I write this tribute on the first anniversary 
of Aunt Alma Lee (Odom) Bowers’ death. (Please 
see the obit in a different section of the 
newsletter.)  Yesterday (May 3) the family 
gathered at the old home place to celebrate her 
life.
 She was the youngest  of twelve (12) 
children born to Sarah Frances (Todd) and John 
Edward Odom, my grandfather.  Eight girls were 
named Iona Lee, Lee Ola, Ethel Lee, Rosa Lee, 
Lee Etta, Bobby Lee, Lee Altha and Alma Lee.
 She and her husband, Clarence, raised nine 
(9) children, including five girls named Clarese, 
Carmen, Charlott, Carol and Connie.  There were 
also 24 grandchildren, 44 great-grandchildren and 
9 great-great-grandchildren.
 I believe I can say without fear of 
contradiction, that I have seen them all, together 
with a number of friends, gather many times in 
the very modest home where Aunt Alma lived her 
life and raised her family.  Always there was an 
abundance of southern-style food, kids running in 
every  direction, down-home country music played 
and sung by children, grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews and anyone else inspired to do so.  These 
gatherings were truly family celebrations.
 The gift Aunt Alma left is not, however, 
being born into a family with so many “Lee’s” 
one could not keep  them separated.  Neither is it 
giving all your daughters names beginning with 
the letter “C,” however  difficult it may have 
been.  Neither was it being the gracious host at the 
bi-annual gathering of family and friends.

 The legacy she left was love.

 Since 1996, when Pam and I returned to 
Northwest Florida, we have been to most of those 
July 4th and Thanksgiving gatherings.  I cannot 
recall one member of the family arriving who did 
not go immediately to Aunt Alma, who was 
usually  sitting in her favorite chair, give her a hug 
and say “I love you....mommy, granny (or 
whatever word reflecting relationship, added).”  
And her response was always the same: “I love 
you too, darling.”
 The family “get-together time” has 
changed now that she is no longer with us.  It’s 
down to one event per year, and will be held near 
the anniversary of her death.  Yesterday, I was 
amazed by the large crowd.  It seemed every 
member of the family, and dozens of friends were 
there, even with threatening weather.
 Daughter, Carol, composed a song to the 
memory of her mother.  She sang it to the tune of 
“In the Sweet By  and By.”  She also shared the 
story of “One Boy, One Girl” – a brief account of 
her parents’ enduring love for each other and for 
their children.
 Aunt Alma died at home in the bed where 
she had slept for most of the years of her living.  
The children were by her side.  If I may, I will 
simply  quote the final simple words of the story 
Carol wrote of “One Boy, One Girl.”

 “She was always there for us.  
And her request was for us to know that she

 ‘Loves us all the same.’
 As time went on she became frail.  

She showed more and more strength,
 and never more than those last few hours.

 As we all gathered around her, she fought to 
saver every minute with her children.



Bardstown Kentucky    July 16th,17th, 18th,19th, 2008
Registration Form

 
                Family Contact (Name)______________________________________________________
 
                Address (City, State, Zip)_____________________________________________________
 
                for questions contact Lisa Preston  Phone, 270-884-3411 email: preston@copper.net

 
NAME(S) [as you wish them to appear on Name Badges]: (Please provide ages if under 18 years)

 

(1) _______________________________________________
 
(2)________________________________________________
 
(3)________________________________________________
 
(4)________________________________________________
 
(5)________________________________________________
 
(6)________________________________________________
 

Bahama Raffle
tickets-$20 ea or 6 for $100

need not be present to win

Bring your 
raffle or auction items with you 

or send ahead

mailto:preston@copper.net
mailto:preston@copper.net


2008 Registration Form

Y
E
S

xx Event Day/Date

Participant 
use #

from the 
list above Cost per person

Total per 
event 
$$$$ 

enclosed

“NOA River Rats”

Canoe Trip

Salt River

Wednesday

July 16

Canoes - $28/day

Kayaks - $28/day

pay the day of  the 
event at the outfitter

XXXX

Bardstown HIstorical 
Tour 1:30pm - 3:30pm

Thursday 

July 17

Trolly Ride - $7 

Dinner

6:00pm

Thursday 

July 17

Pay at the restaurant

Adult - $5

Children - $3

XXXX

My Old Kentucky 
Home Tour

Friday

July 18

Adult - $5

Children (6-12) - $3

Under 6 free

Getz Museum

(Whiskey & War 
History)

Documents and more 

Friday

July 18

Adult - $3

Children (12 and 
under)

Free

Steven Foster 
Restaurant Buffet 

Dinner

‘All You Can Eat’

Seafood, chicken, 
salisbury steak,veggies, 

dessert, more

Friday

July 18

Adult - $12

Children (12 under) - 
$6



Y
E
S

xx Event Day/Date

Participant 
use #

from the 
list above Cost per person

Total per 
event 
$$$$ 

enclosed

Steven Foster Musical Friday

July 18

Adult - $15

Children (6-12) - $10

Under 6 free

Museums

*Woman in the 

Civil War

*Civil War

*Old Bardstown 
Village

*Wildlife

*Mid States Memorial

THIS IS WHERE 
THE MEMORIAL 
SERVICE WILL BE 

HELD

Saturday

July 19

Adult - $8.50

Children (7-12) - $4

Under 7 free

Includes all five places

Saturday Night 
Banquet Buffet BBQ 

Pork, Mutton, Smoked 
Ham, Wings, etc.

Saturday

July 19

Adult - $17

Children (6-12) - $10

Under 6 free

Please return completed registration form with check made out to NOA no later than 
June 15th, 2008. 

Mail to Kent or Lisa Prestion 36 Preston Cates Rd. Sebree KY 42455.
For questions:    270-884-3411 or preston@copper.net

Remember to make your hotel reservations by June 15th, 2008.
Best Western General Nelson Motel
411 W. Stephen Foster Ave., Bardstown KY 40004
502-348-3977 or 800-225-3977

mailto:preston@copper.net
mailto:preston@copper.net


2007-2008 NOA Board Members

President
Durl Odom
4277 US Hwy 90 E, DeFuniak Springs, FL 32433
850.892.0457  dodom@panhandle.rr.com

1st Vice President 
 Jimmy Ray Odom
1132 ACR 385, Palestine, TX, 75801
903.729.7251 kodom0023@sbcglobal.net
 

2nd Vice President - Hosts 2008
Kent Preston
36 Preston-Cates Rd, Serbee, KY 42455
270.884.3411  preston@copper.net

3rd Vice President - Hosts 2009  
Deanna Odom Shows
Jimmy Ray Odom
1132 ACR 385, Palestine, TX, 75801
903.729.7251 kodom0023@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer
Thelma & Glenn Blackburn
1856 Putnam Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006
918.333.7902  TPBGEN@aol.com

Secretary
Kim Odom Green
980 Windmill Pkwy, Evans, GA 30809
706.651.1640  kim-g@comcast.net

News Editor
Cheryl Odom Thompson
P.O. Box 413, Seeley Lake, MT 59868
406.677.2309  solutions@blackfoot.net

Data Editors
Bill Bruce
13123 Roaring Springs, Dallas, TX 75240
792.938.1103  dobruce@swbell.net

Kathy Odom
1132 ACR 385, Palestine, TX, 75801
903.729.7251 kodom@etbroadband.net 

Website www.odomassembly.us
 Alabama Larry J Odom. 
4750 Lige Rd, Millry AL 36558
215.846.2171   Larry.Odom@washcoschsk12.org
Arkansas  Emma Cox Odom 
602 N. Centennial Ave,West Fork, AK 72774
479.839.2551  eodom1@cox.net
California  Dale E. Tucker
8372 Luciana St. Dublin, CA 94568
925.828.1345  tuckerd1@comcast.net
Florida  Charles Odom
2405 Twickingham Ct, Clermont, FL 34711
352.243.3342  jeanneodom@waterfire.us.
Georgia  Kim Odom Green
980 Windmill Pkwy, Evans, GA 30809
706.651.1640  kim-g@comcast.net
Indiana  Betty Odom Hasket
1337 Ridgedale Rd, Richmond, IN 47374
765.935.7516  mikenbetty@aol.com
Kentucky  Kent Preston
36 Preston-Cates Rd, Serbee, KY 42455
270.884.3411  preston@copper.net
Louisiana  Dot Wise Wirth
9524 W. Pomona Dr, Baton Rouge, LA 70815
225.925.8878  dot@dotwirth.com
Mississippi  Pearl Odom
23 Chason Eret Rd, Stateline, MS 39362
601.848.7668 libps28@tds.net
North Carolina Carolyn M Kerr
6900 N. Ridge Dr, Raleigh, NC 27615
919.872.0698  ckerr1@nc.rr.com
Oklahoma  Thelma & Glenn Blackburn
1856 Putnam Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006
918.333.7902  TPBGEN@aol.com
South Carolina  Victor Odom Jr.
P.O.Box 572, North SC, 29112
803.247.5614  odoms1@joimail.com
Texas Brenda Glasson Hart
268 Crepe Myrtle Dr., Bullard, TX 75757
903.825.7761  sneekysnake36@msn.com

The NOA News is published quarterly by the National 
Odom Assembly, August, November, February, May. 
Information in this publication is of  interest to those 
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Membership Application
2008-2009

Name:____________________________________________________   Circle one:    New      Renewal

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________

City:______________________________________________  ST: _________  Zip:  _______________

Phone:  (____)___________  Fax _______________  Email:  ___________________________________

My earliest Odom ancestor:  _____________________________________________________________

Please give any birth and/or death dates as well as locations for ancestors: attach an ancestor sheet if  
possible.

Make your checks payable to the National Odom Assembly. On the memo line write 2007-08. Mail your 
check for $25 to Glenn Blackburn: 1856 Putnam Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006. Payment of  your dues entitles 
you to the NOA Newsletter, publication of  queries and your family line, entry into the members only section 
of  the website http://odomassembly.us/contact/contact.htm. Address membership inquiries to the above or 
to TPBG@aol,com. The NOA fiscal year is from 1 August to 31 July. 

NOA News
PO Box 413
Seeley Lake MT 59868
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