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Message from the President  
    Thanks to Deanna and 
Forrest Shows for hosting a 
g r e a t 2 0 t h r e u n i o n i n 
Hattiesburg.  I will not  try and 
list the names of all the helpers 
for fear of leaving a couple of 
names out, therefore, a big 
thanks to everyone that helped.  
Pat yourself on the back.
         I especially want to thank 
everyone who brought a gift for 
the auction and to Jay Odom 
for donating a week on Abaco 
Island in the Bahamas  We 
hope that the people who won 

the trip will have as much fun 
as we did.  It as a great place to 
relax and read and relax some 
more.  The beach is beautiful 
and so close by.                                                                                        
For those that missed this years 

z A Message from our
President z

Thank You and on to the Next Year
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Weldon Odom (GA)
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September 11th

Uncle Charles 

will be 86 Saturday, 
August 29, 2009yrs

September 23rd



NOA  Website www.odomassembly.us
reunion, missed a fun filled time in learning more 
about your family history and visiting with other 
Odoms.  Friendships have developed and have 
grown over the years.

The Tucker family found a lot of beautiful 
places to visit in Mississippi, and as so often 
happens, not enough time to see everything of 
interest.

Thanks for giving me the opportunity to serve 
as your president,  I hope and pray that during the 
next two years we can continue  increase our 
membership by getting more people to attend the 
annual reunions.  Please keep me up to date on 
births, weddings, graduations, illness and deaths 
and other occasions.  Please include their names, 
address and also their email addresses .  I want to 
keep in contact with our NOA members.

As with Durl, I will pledge to keep the 
meeting informative  and to the point so we can 
spend more time  in the genealogy room and 
hospitality room catching up on old times.

I am asking the State Reps to do what they 
can to contact any Odoms in their area to let them 
know about our NOA.

The hosts for next year, Charlie and Jeannie 
Odom and Helen and Weldon Odom, have started 
working to find site for next year in Chattanooga 
TN.

We have a great web site: 
 http://odomassembly.us/NOA/Welcome.html, 
please visit it often for new information.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions or need some information.  I am 
looking forward to the next two years.

Dale E. Tucker
925-828-1345 fax 925-828-4291  email 

tuckerd1@comcast.net

“Life isn’t about waiting for the thunderstorm to 
pass; it is about learning to dance in the 
rain” (anonymous)

RAY ODOM’S COUSIN

Carmi, Ill. -
     Walk into the Mary Smith Fay Genealogy 
Library in Carmi and take a step backward.
A step of one, two or three centuries, or even 
more.
    Located at 203 N. Church St., in Carmi's 
former Carnegie library building, the 
genealogy library opened ten years ago. And 
its  collection, to paraphrase the bunny 
battery ditty, just keeps growing, and 
growing, and growing....
    Don't ask library director Lecta Hortin or 
librarian Diane Waggoner to list even the 
categories of the library's collection unless 
you're prepared to listen for a while.
     It has books filled with marriage licenses, 
land transfers, d eath certificates, obituaries, 
cemetery records, census  results and 
property tax records for White County and 
most other southeastern Illinois counties.

http://www.odomasswmbly.us
http://www.odomasswmbly.us
http://odomassembly.us/NOA/Welcome.html
http://odomassembly.us/NOA/Welcome.html
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   Make that most Tri-State counties, because 
the library has an impressive collection of 
Indiana and Kentucky materials, as well.
It has family histories and researchers' notes 
for dozens of White County families and 
many with only a passing presence here. It 
has  scrapbooks, and old newspapers, 
century-old maps, state and county history 
books, records  compiled by the Daughters of 
the American Revolution, military records and 
rosters, immigration lists, local school and 
church records-and a whole section of 
"miscellaneous."

Mary Smith Fay Geneaology Library
PO Box 121, Carmi, Ill 62821

attn- Diane (Odom) Waggoner

JR from Texas
The 30th year of NOA was great and hope 

you were there. We had a wonderful time!
I had served 5 years of 1st Vice President 

and enjoyed the challenge of membership 
and genealogy. The Hattiesburg, MS 
gathering for 2009 was on my mind back in 
2005 when we met for the25th NOA. I think 
that Deanna Sue Odom Shows did a great 
job of coordinating the meeting there at the 
Inn on the Hill. Durl Odom conducted the 
meetings in his usual, great efficient way.

I was proud that Forrest Shows got his 
SCV Camp 1956, The Augusta Greys, with 
Sgt Mike Merritt in charge. I was  very glad to 
be in the Rifle Squad. The Rifle team were 
very impressive and for the Cause of the 
Confederate Soliders on the roll call. I am 
happy that we were there to hear our 
Ancestor's  name called. We hope that this 
tradition can continue at some of the future 
meetings.

The meals we shared together were 
excellent and the Banquet meal was one of 
the best. I hope we can carry on with the 
opening session on Friday evening.

I will serve as  TX Representative for 
2010. Hopefully, all State Reps will be active 

and to get their State membership count up 
and to be active in Odom research.

I have recruited 2 new members here in 
TX. I hope that their new web page which 
i nc ludes Thomas H Odom, my g r -
grandfather. The web site can be viewed by 
going to  http://www.myheritage.com/FP/family-
t r e e . p h p ?
s=63954842&familyTreeID=1&rootIndivudalID=
1000636&authenticate=6b3863caaa10040f486e3a
bcfb4f697b4f3fcde3-191300491 
    

Indiana NOA

Sorry to have missed the gathering in 
Mississippi.  THOROUGHLY  enjoyed looking 
at pics at the NOA website and grateful to 
those keeping that going.  We had a summer 
filled with out-of-state relative visits during 
June and July, and a few days in between to 
catch our breath and re-organize the house.  
The week of the NOA gathering brought step-
dau. Kathleen, husband, and our grandson 
Lucas, who will leave Aug. 15 for 4 years in 
England with the Air Force; so this  was a 
special visit time.  Hopefully we will save our 
$ for a visit there next year.  We are awaiting 
the birth of granddaughter there in Nov.
Danielle, who worked in NYC the last 2 
years, is now glad to be back in the sunny 
south of Atlanta with another position. Kristie 
is  looking at possibly moving back to Atlanta 
from San Francisco.  Son Dan continues in 
culinary school in Tallahassee.  Mike is in line 
for deputy promotion at Sheriff's  dept., and 
Betty stays  busy busy....things have settled 
down with regard to Mom Odom's nursing 
home placement.  She seems happy, well 
cared for, and there are plenty of activities to 
take part in.  We are looking forward to 
getting away for a few days to the Bristol, TN 
NASCAR race and a couple of days of site 
seeing in the area.....as always, not missing a 
possible opportunity for genealogy.

Mike & Betty Odom Haskett
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ARKANSAS  UPDATE 
FROM  R.D. AND EMMA  ODOM

AFTER  OUR  ICE STORM WAS  OVER  OUR  
WEATHER HAS  TURNED  OUT  TO BE  VERY 
NICE.  NOT  TOO HOT  AND NOT TOO COLD.

WE  HAVE  HAD  NICE  WALKING  WEATHER  AND 
TRY TO MAKE IT  EARLY  EACH MORNING.  BUT  
IF MORNINGS DON'T WORK   THEN LATE 
EVENINGS DO.

LIKE  THE OLD OLD SONGS  SAYS "WE  DON'T 
GET AROUND MUCH ANY MORE"   BUT   
NATIONAL ODOM ASSEMBLY  HAS  BEEN OUR  
LOVE  FOR A LOT OF YEARS.   MISSING  THE 
M I S S I S S I P P I  T R I P  WA S  A G R E AT 
DISAPPOINTMENT TO US.   BUT KIDS  AND 
GRANDKIDS  HAVE THEIR LIVES
SO WE DON'T LIKE TO MAKE ANY DEMANDS ON  
THEM. I DID CALL KATHY ODOM AND SHE  
SHARED  HOW  GREAT  THE REUNION  WAS.  I 
KNEW  IT  WOULD BE. OUR ROOTS  GO BACK TO 
MISSISSIPPI  AND SOUTH CAROLINA  AND I 
WOULD HAVE LOVED  TO  HAVE BEEN  THERE.

THERE ARE  SO MANY RICHARDS  OUT  THERE  
AND WE ARE LOOKING FOR ONE  OF THEM. WE  
ARE  CHECKING  OUT  THIS ONE;  RICHARD 
ODOM-B. 1789-D 1854. WE BELIEVE  HE WAS B. IN 
N. OR S. CAROLINA--- ABOUT  1810 0R 11  HE 
MOVED TO MISSISSPPI WITH HIS MOTHER -WHO 
HAD REMARRIED SINCE THE DEATH OF HIS 
FATHER.--NO PROOF ON THAT YET---  HIS 
MOTHER WAS  MILLIE BRELAND ODOM -
REMARRIED TO A  MR COOK /COOKSY.  RICHARD  
HAD  BROTHERS
THAT WE KNOW OF  WILLIAM  AND SHADRACK  
JR.    WE  KNOW  THAT WILLIAM  WAS MARRIED  
TO  JANE JOHNSON , NO RECORDS FOR 
SHADRACK OR RICHARD  MARRIAGE.  BUT  WE  
ARE SEARCHING  FOR  RICHARDS 1ST WIFE  
BELIEVED  TO BE A DAUGHTER  OF JOHN 
MARCHANT MERCHANT. WE  KNOW  THERE WAS  
A NUMBER OF CHILDREN FROM  THIS MARRIAGE.  
THE DAUGHTERS MARRIED  INTO  THRONHILL  
AND HENDERSON FAMILIES. JOHN ODOM ,SON 
OF RICHARD , MARRIED  NANCY PURVIS.  THIS IS  
OUR LINE .  AFTER JOHNS MOTHER  DIED   HIS 
FATHER RICHARD  REMARRIED.  SHE WAS 
ELIZABETH MORRIS PURVIS( MOTHER OF 
NANCY PURVIS)

JOHN AND NANCY PURVIS ODOM WENT TO 
TEXAS . THEY WERE THE  PARENTS  OF OUR  
ISAAC BROWN ODOM; ISAAC BROWN ODOM  
MARRIED  ELIZABETH JANE THRONTON  AND 
THEY HAD NINE SONS.  ONE OF THOSE SONS 
WAS  WILLIAM MATTISON ODOM.

FATHER OF R.D. ODOM - R.D.  AND I   SET   OUT  
TO FIND WHERE THE OTHER EIGHT  BROTHERS 
LIVED  AND DIED.  WE ACCOMPLISHED  MOST OF 
THAT.   BUT  WE  ARE STILL NAGGED  WITH  THE 
UNFINISHED  SEARCH OF WHO RICHARDS  
FATHER  WAS.  THE BIG QUESTION--WAS  IT 
SHADRACK ODOM/OLDHAM -THE REV. SOLDIER?  
COULD IT  BE   ABRAHAM,  JACOB, ELI.  ?

I FIND  THE DNA  SITE VERY INTERESTING.  I TRY 
TO CHECK INTO IT  OFTEN.   WOULD LOVE  TO 
HEAR  FROM ANYONE INTERESTED  IN 
COMPARING LINES  FROM THE SITE.

IN  JUNE  SOME  OF THE NIECES  AND NEPHEWS   
OF R.D. PLANNED A REUNION AT THE   PARK  AT 
THE FT SMITH LAKE.  R.D. IS THE LAST  OF HIS 
FAMILY AND  MANY OF THEM HAD NOT BEEN 
TOGETHER IN A LONG TIME.    WAS  A GOOD TIME  
FOR ALL.

Frank Odom says ‘HATS OFF’

What a great time we all had in Hattiesburg.  
Our hats are off to Deanna in her job of 
hosting the NOA.  It was  a job well done.  
The hotel on the hill is  a place I will always 
remember including that violent thunderstorm 
we had on Thursday night.  Back when I was 
in the Army Reserves, I spend two weeks at 
Camp Shelby so my trip to Camp Shelby to 
visit the museum on that Friday was a 
nostalgic event.  

A bunch of thanks goes  to J. R. (Jimmy Ray) 
in the job he did in coordinating our hotel 
rooms and for the wonderful job he did in 
arranging the memorial service remembering 
our Confederate ancestors.  

Looking forward to next year in Chattanooga.  

 



BRIAN SCOTT ODOM
Feb 17, 1974 - Aug 24, 2008

Brian Scott Odom, 34, formerly of Grayville, 
died Sunday, Aug. 24, 2008, at his home in 
Charleston. He was born Feb. 17, 1974, in 
Mt. Carmel, the son of Larry C. and Frances 
"Fran" (Eterno) Odom. He was the assistant 
manager for Pagliai's  Pizza in Charleston. 
Brian was a member of First Baptist Church 
in Grayville, and he enjoyed basketball, 
baseball, hunting, fishing, playing the guitar 
and writing poetry. Survivors include his 
father, Larry C. Odom, and mother, Fran 
Tribes, both of Grayville; a brother, Shawn 
Odom of Nashville, Tenn.; grandmothers, 
Agnes Eterno and Leona Odom, both of 
Grayville; an uncle, Roger Odom; and two 
aunts, Linda Points and her husband, Danny, 
and Sandy Giguere and her husband, Scott. 
He was preceded in death by both 
grandfathers, Casey S. Odom and Bernard 
Eterno.

Visitation will be from 5 to 8 p.m. Wednesday 
at Cook Funeral Chapel in Grayville. The 
funeral is at 10 a.m. Thursday at Cook 
Funeral Chapel in Grayville, with Cliff Waller 
officiating. Burial will be in Antioch Cemetery 
near Cowling.

Fees for NC Birth Certificates 
& 

Other Vital Records
Carol Schriber  Carol.Schriber@dhhs.nc.gov
Office of Public Affairs N.C. 
Department of Health and Human Services 
Raleigh, North Carolina
Phone: 919.733.9190 Fax: 919.733.9903

RALEIGH – Beginning Monday, Aug. 24, the 
fee for a single copy of a birth, death, 
marriage or divorce certificate or a report of 
fetal death from North Carolina Vital Records 
will increase from $15 to $24. The fee for 
additional copies will remain at $15 each. The 
change is due to a new law, the Current 
Operations and Capital Improvements 
Appropriations Act of 2009 (G.S. 10.22 
130A-93.1), passed by the state legislature 
and signed by the governor on Aug. 7.

The cost for conducting a search of files for 
the record even if no copy is made will also 
rise to $24.

New forms for requesting vital records, with 
the updated fee information, will be available 
on the N.C. Vital Records web site 
(vitalrecords.dhhs.state.nc.us/vr) beginning 
Aug. 24.  Mailed applications postmarked on 
or after Aug. 24 must include the new fee, or 
the request
cannot be filled and the application will be 
returned to the sender.

Vital records are also available from the 
Register of Deeds in the county where the 
event took place. For questions about the fee 
change, contact N.C. Vital Records at 
919-733-3000.

 Family Connections from the Here and Now
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My Family Tree:  Where do I start?
By Dot Wise Wirth

Whatever else you do or however you decide to proceed, you have to start with what you know, and work from 
there, taking it a step at a time.
Supplies needed:

·         Loose-leaf notebook (I like the zippered ones)
·         Notebook paper
·         Dividers
·         Basic forms*

o        Pedigree/Ancestor Chart
o        Family Group Sheets (one for each family)

Family group sheets and pedigree charts work hand in hand. For each marriage 
included on your Pedigree Chart, you will also complete a Family Group Sheet. The 
pedigree chart provides an easy at-a-glance look at your family tree, while the 
family group sheet provides further details on each generation.
Family Group sheets are an important genealogy tool because they allow room to 
include information on the children of your ancestors, along with their spouses. 
These collateral lines often prove important when tracing your family tree, providing 
another source of information on your ancestors. When you have difficulty locating 
a birth record for your own ancestor, for example, you may be able to learn the 
names of his parents through the birth record of his brother.

o        Source Sheet (or bound book) to list and number sources which will be referenced 
on the above forms.

·         Pencils (many archives don’t allow you to take anything into the room except a pencil and 
paper)

·         Sticky notes if the library/archive will allow you to photocopy pages and have no objection 
to using the sticky notes.

·         Magnifying glass
·         Contact information for relatives, especially any who are already involved in genealogy
Optional:
·         Voice or video recorder
·         Computer with a basic genealogy program; I like Family Tree Maker and it’s not expensive.
·         Online access to free or subscriber-based websites
·         Scanner (I have made trips to relatives with a copier/scanner in the trunk of the car and a 

long extension cord).
·         Digital cameras can be used to make photos of documents, family portraits, and Cousin 

Rose.
Where do you start?

1)      Take a blank Pedigree Chart and list what you know about yourself and your parents and 
grandparents. You will add chart pages as you trace the family further back.



2)      Start a Family Group Sheet for each family (husband, wife, and children) on your Pedigree 
Chart. [Note: if a person has children with more than one spouse, there will be more than one 
family group sheet]

3)      Source #1 is YOU! Be sure to list yourself and your contact information!
4)      Source #2 is generally a parent, aunt, or grandparent who can help you fill in the blanks. Get 

more than just the basics. Use a voice or video recorder and ask questions about each person 
you add to the chart. These stories will make the history come to life. Ask for photos. If they 
don’t have spares, make copies. File with family group sheet.

5)      Be sure to list details on all sources. If it’s a person, what is the contact information? If it is a 
book, who wrote/compiled it, when, where can a copy be found?

Where do you go once you’ve gotten all you can from your relatives?
The traditional method is to visit a local genealogical library or state archives. These days, you can do a 
lot of the same work online by joining Ancestry.com or something similar. Here’s what you’re looking 
for:

1)      Government records.
a.       Census: There are forms available for transcribing each of the various census 

records OR make it easy on yourself and get a hard copy. Many genealogy libraries 
still have microfilm. Most now have computer access to digitized census records 
online. Libraries generally have reasonable charges for copies. You want more than 
just the family you’re researching. Other families nearby are frequently related by 
blood or marriage and may have traveled together from their previous homes. The 
very early census records had little information, but they added more each time, so 
keep following the family forward and you’ll eventually get additional detail.

b.       Land Grants, Sales, Property Tax Records:
c.       Military Records:
d.       Social Security Death Index:
e.       Tax Records:
f.        Wills and Probate Records:

2)      Church records:
a.       Baptisms
b.       Joining or leaving a church
c.       Marriages
d.       Deaths

3)      Family records:
a.       Family Bible records of births, marriages and deaths
b.       Grandpa Joe’s family history that he wrote when he was 86 (remember – he was no 

longer young and may have some of the facts wrong – double check! He also may 
have been more fond of telling a good story than of sticking to the facts).

c.       Family legends (may, or may not, have some basis in fact).
4)      Family histories:

a.       Printed books, manuscripts, or loose papers. Frequently these are limited editions 
and may only be available in libraries near the area you’re researching.

*You can find forms at most genealogical libraries as well as online 
(http://genealogy.about.com/od/free_charts/Free_Genealogy_Charts_Forms_Family_Tree_Chart.htm )

http://genealogy.about.com/od/free_charts/Free_Genealogy_Charts_Forms_Family_Tree_Chart.htm
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Educate Yourself
Here's something for your spare time to expand your knowledge and exercise your mind.

http://education-portal.com/articles/10_Colleges_and_Universities_Offering_Free_History_Courses_Online.html

Prestons from Kentucky
Well first of all we want to thank Mississippi for a nice reunion. I know the hard work and its not 
a high paying job. But when you see people enjoying themselves makes it worth the work.
  Well as Mildred said we might not be recruiting new Odoms, but we sure are giving birth to 
several generations of them. Brittany Wiley Great granddaughter to Mildred and Freddie 
Preston had a baby boy. Preston Michael Wiley He weighted in at 6 lb, 11oz and 18 inches 
long born on June 15th. Just missed our anniversary by one day the 16th.
  And then came news of another awaiting birth this December. Brittany's father Mildred and 
Freddie grandson Steve and Lisa Wiley in Kansas will be having TWINS!!! one boy and one 
girl. They have a daughter that will be 15 months when the twins are born. Now here in 
Kentucky we do thing the BIG WAY, we know to be the Big Blue Country!.
  Sept 27 Wedding bells are ringing. Tory Hayes granddaughter of Freddie and Mildred will 
marry Logan Richmond on Freddie and Mildred's anniversary. Of course that will be the week 
after our community festival if we survive it.
  SO you know what we are doing preparing for our Onton Haydays. Aiden and Eli will start 
pre-school next week along with the rest of family that has already started. Pam Preston which 
is Dale's wife is now officially retired. Dale's company had done a lay off several months ago 
and now they are getting to enjoy time together.
  Mildred had Cataract surgery this month and recuperating from it. SO we have had several 
things going on showers, babies, etc. I did give our web site to a new OLDHAM that is 
searching. I hope he finds a help and maybe someone new to be interested.
  Joe Odom from Mayfield Ky has been coming to the NOA's and WE are going to get him 
involved with the news from Kentucky. We are glad he is making it to the reunion.
  This is about it for now.

FROM LARRY J IN ALABAMA
       Thanks to Deana, what a great 30th Odom Reunion!   I  find myself s>ll  thinking about it and some of 
the many things  that were  said and done  by our Odoms. I am trying to make contact with some more 
Alabama Odoms  as  I  can find the >me.  God willing, this  >me next year I  will  be  re>red aEer 41 years in 
educa>on and will have more >me to devote to NOA. 
           I really enjoyed mee>ng Ron Taylor.  Whoever said Odoms weren’t talented?  As  difficult as  it may 
seem we really need to begin the process of gePng the younger Odoms  involved a bit more.   They are 
the  future of NOA.    I do  realize  that  not  everybody  is  interested  in  family  history.    I  wasn’t  in my 
younger years.   However,  I  oEen think of the ques>ons  that I  would like to ask my  father  if I  only had 
the chance.  We  all  should begin speaking to our children and even grandchildren about our history.  It 
is surprising to me how verbal history can be passed from genera>on to genera>on. 
      The rains  have finally  arrived  in LA.    That’s  Lower  Alabama  for  those of  you who didn’t  know!  
Everything is  so green and beau>ful  aEer  the rain.   I am, however,  looking forward to the coolness  of 
autumn. 
      If any of you Alabama Odoms have any news to submit please send it to me.
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Traveling to Hattiesburg God’s Way
By Kim Odom Green

I know we’re not a Christian organization, but I 
am one, and this is my story of God’s  provision 
for my trip to Hattiesburg to be with you.
  
My plans were to travel from Tampa, Florida 
where I was on vacation with some of my 
family and fly to Memphis, catch a connecting 
flight to Jackson, Mississippi and drive two 
hours from Jackson via a rental car to 
Hattiesburg for dinner at Cracker Barrel and 
make it to the 8:00p.m. Executive Board 
Meeting to take minutes.  I wasn’t crazy about 
the two hour drive and was actually dreading 
it, but this is what happened.

When I arrived at the gate in Tampa, Florida I 
discovered that my 12:30p.m. flight to 
Memphis  had been delayed three hours which 
would make me miss my connecting flight to 
Jackson.  The next flight out of Memphis 
would not take off until 7:35p.m.  The lady said 
if I had been there 30 minutes earlier I could 
have caught a flight that would have gotten me 
there on time.  But instead, I had to wait three 
and ½ hours to catch the next flight.

When I finally arrived in Memphis, I saw on the 
schedule that there was a flight going straight 
in to Hattiesburg.  That sounded great to me 
so I went to the desk to see if I could change 
my flight.  She said, “Sure, you can do that, 
but we need to reroute your baggage.”  So she 
proceeded to do so.  (My husband later told 
me that you usually never see your baggage 
again when you change your route in mid 
stream.)  When it came time to board, we all 
got on the plane.  The engine started, the 
propellers  began to spin, and then everything 
shut down.  The pilot’s  voice came over the 
speaker and said we would be getting off of 
the plane and boarding another because of 
problems with the instruments.

We all went back into the terminal and waited 
for them to load the luggage on to the other 
plane.  As I stood by the window watching to 
see if my luggage made it to the plane, the 
pilot came over and started talking with me.  I 
told her I had changed my flight plans and 
wasn’t sure my baggage made it.  She then 
said she was glad to go check to see if it was 
on the plane.  When she returned, she said it 
wasn’t there, but they were waiting for one bag 
that was on its way.  As  I stood there, I 
thought, “Could it be that God delayed this 
flight so my bags would get on this plane?”

When we arrived in Hattiesburg, I planned to 
go straight to the lost baggage counter, but no 
one was there yet so I reluctantly went to the 
baggage claim area, and to my amazement, 
my baggage was on the belt.  That’s  when I 
realized what God had done for me that day.

By the way, as it turns out, I would have been 
driving through very bad weather in the dark 
heading to Hattiesburg, but I didn’t even have 
the opportunity to rent a car to drive to the 
hotel since Hattiesburg’s car rental counter 
closes early.  So I took a cab which just 
happened to be driven by a very nice Godly 
man.  What a blessing

Our New Exciting Project
Thank you Thank you to Joan Odom, for 
helping us to map our family histories. This is such 
a wonderful project, and in conjunction with the 
DNA project we are incredibly hopeful that  some 
important connections will be made. Anyone 
wanting to be part of  this, should send a summary 
of  their family history with names, birth and death 
dates and places. As the project evolves we will be 
adding the layers of  families to the website. So 
check in regularly to see if  there is a link to your 
family. These are the Gideon, Abraham, Isaac and 
Malachi lines. 
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A Child's View of Thunderstorms 
 

A little girl walked to and from school daily. 
Though the weather 

 that morning was questionable and clouds were forming, she 
made her daily trek to school. 

As the afternoon progressed, the winds whipped up, along with lightning. 
The mother of the little girl felt concerned that her daughter would be 

frightened as she walked home from school.  She also feared the electrical 
storm might harm her child. 

Full of concern, the mother got into her car and quickly drove along the route 
to her child's school.  As she did, she saw her little girl walking along. 

At each flash of lightning, the child would stop, look up, and smile. 
More lighting followed quickly and with each, the little girl would look at the 

streak of light and smile. 

When the mother drew up beside the child, she lowered the window and called, 
"What are you doing?" The child answered, "I am trying to look

pretty because God keeps taking my picture." 
 May God bless you today and every day as you

face the storms that come your way

Words from the New Membership Committee:

I hope everyone enjoyed our get together in 
Hattiesburg.  Both Joan and I did and came away 
with a new position and some thoughts of how to 
enhance our knowledge of where all of us 
Odom’s’ came from and migrated to here in the 
United States.  Along with Cheryl, Joan and 
myself we are developing a genealogy  map of the 
United States showing where each Odom 
generation originated.  So far we have Ray 
Odom’s line and Ivan Odom’s line.  It is my 
understanding Cheryl has asked Bill Odom to 
forward his line to us and we will do the same for 
his line. Send your line to Cheryl and we will 
grow the map accordingly.  When we get any 
lineage back to Europe we will also incorporate 
that data into our system. 

One old member has returned to the fold, John 
Odom from Barnwell SC has rejoined.  He had 
been in touch with Jimmy Ray  and the 
information was forwarded on to me.   Welcome 
back, John.  I am trying to locate Odom’s where 
ever I go on my many  travels and send them a 
letter of introduction for the NOA and what we 
are all about.  An organizations success is only as 
good as active members and new contributing 
members to support future endeavors.

I hope with each succeeding newsletter to have 
more new members to report  and keep our 
organization growing.  

Submitted with humility and a hope of being 
successful in my new position for the NOA 

Ray Odom – Ist Vice President- South Carolina



Greetings from Hattiesburg, MS

During the Odom Reunion 2009 in 
Hattiesburg, MS, Forrest  and I hosted 130 
Odoms.  Many Odoms stayed with us at the 
Ramada Inn on the Hill, while other Odoms came 
just to work on their Genealogy.  We finally  put 
faces with your names.  It was a ‘Great 
Experience’ and with the good Lords help, it 
went “smoother” than I ever expected.  A ‘special 
thanks’ to all of you that helped me with the 
Hospitality Room, the Genealogy Room, the 
Odom Memorial, and helping decorate the 
Banquet Room.  I won’t try to name you for fear 
that I would forget someone, but you know who 
you are, and I love you for your help. Forrest and 
I enjoyed being with you, helping you, and 
meeting everyone.  Oh yes, Forrest can now get 
his wife back!  We are looking forward to seeing 
all of you, again, in Chattanooga, TN in July 
2010.  

Lots of Love,  Forrest and Deanna Odom Shows

2009 NOA Convention Pins 
Recipients:

 
Five Year Pins
  Ray Odom, SC

  Dot W. Wirth, LA
  Cheryl Thompson, MT

  Pam Odom, FL
  Durl Odom, FL

  Sherry Odom, FL
 

Ten Year Pins
  John Purdy, TX

  Fannie Taylor, MS
  Grace Overstreet, MS

 
Twenty Five Year Pin

  Bill Bruce, TX
 

Thirty Year Pin
   Jimmy Ray Odom, TX

 
Congratulations to these pin recipients.  

This is a symbol of  for their interest 
and dedication to National Odom Assembly.

 
Thelma P. Blackburn
NOA Convention Attendance Pin Chairman
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ANNUAL NOA BUSINESS MEETING – Saturday, July 18, 2009

 Durl Odom called the meeting to order.  Frank Odom opened the meeting with 
prayer.  The Pledge to the Flag was recited, and the Odom Ballad was sung. Durl Odom 
welcomed both visitors and new members, inviting introductions.
 Nicole Raulston Ruhnke, who works at the Hattiesburg Welcome Center, shared 
the history of Hattiesburg, and welcomed NOA, inviting us to visit the center.
 The minutes from last year’s meeting were read and amended to change Jimmy 
Ray’s name in the second to last paragraph on the first page to read “Larry Odom”.  
Weldon Odom made a motion that the minutes be approved with the amendment, and 
the motion carried.
 Durl presented a slide show of all of the past reunions.  He announced that he 
and Pam will not be able to host the reunion next year because of his health.
 Jimmy Ray Odom incorporated the 1st and 2nd Vice Presidential report.  He said 
that he will be relinquishing his position as the 1st Vice-President.  Twenty-four (24) 
people attended the Mexican Kitchen dinner, thirty eight (38) were in attendance at 
Cracker Barrel, and 35 went to the Armed Forces Museum.  Sixty-nine (69) people 
attended the dinner at the Farmer’s Market restaurant, and 48 will be going to 
Landrum’s Homestead and Village.  Ninety-nine (99) are registered for the Saturday 
Night Banquet, with 129 name badges being made.
 Glenn Blackburn gave the Treasurer’s report.  The report stood approved as 
read.
 Cheryl Odom Thompson gave the News Editor’s report.  She stated that e-
mailing the Newsletters  has saved a lot of money for the NOA.  Cheryl also encouraged 
everyone to send any family information to her to be printed in the newsletter such as 
babies being born in your family, deaths in your family…etc.  When sending Cheryl an e-
mail, please put NOA in the subject line.  
 At this  time, the meeting was adjourned to the front of the motel for the annual 
memorial service. This service was to honor Confederate Veteran ancestors  of the 
Odom family.  The memorial was led by the 27th Honor Guard SCV of MS, and the 
following Confederate Veterans were honored by their relatives:  

NOA Member   Confederate Veteran Honored
Jimmy R. Odom, Texas Pvt. Thomas H. Odom, 19th TX Cav. Co. A
Dorothy Odom Bruce  James F. Odom, 18th TX Inf. Co. K
Jimmy R. Odom, Texas Pvt. Archie Odom, 10th TX Cav.
John Wayne Odom  Joseph Odom, 7th MS Reg. Co. F
Brenda Odom Lewis  Joseph Odom, 7th MS Reg. Co. F
Bill Odom   George Washington Odom, Killed at Shiloh, 18th AL
Bill Odom   Benjamin Franklin Odom, 18th AL Reg.
Bill Odom   Isaac Wilson Odom, Home Guard
Dixie Duckworth  John L. Odom, 38th MS Reg. Co. E
Dixie Duckworth  Pvt. Josiah Evans Odom, 21st Reg. MS Inf. Co. C
Forrest Shows   C. H. Shows, 37th MS Reg. Co. F
Deanna Odom Shows  Michael Odom, MS Regiment
Joe Odom   Joseph Bonapart Odom, LA Cav.
Dale Tucker   Pleasant Odom, 10th Inf. Co. C. GA
Kathy Moore Odom  James Jones Davis, MS



Kathy Moore Odom  Warren R. Miller, Ark. Served as a Doctor in Conf. Army
Thomas O. Odom  Matthew Odom, Sgt. Co. G 23rd AL, Inf.
Cheryl Odom Thompson Francis Marion Odom, GA Inf.
Thelma Blackburn  Alvin Odom, Company G. North Carolina 3rd Infantry Reg.

The meeting then re-convened in the motel ballroom with Paula Tucker giving the 
Chaplain’s report.  She reminded everyone to try to set aside a time on Sundays to 
remember the Odoms in our organization and family who have passed on.  She thanked 
everyone for their support this  year and encouraged everyone to continue to be spiritual 
in their lives.
 State Representatives were introduced and invited to give brief reports.
Dale Tucker gave the Finance Committee report.  He said we are in good shape 
because of some fund raising Lisa and Ken Preston did and the savings on newsletters 
because of e-mailing.
 Bill Odom gave the Webpage report.  We now have a password protected area.  
We’ve had 1097 visits this year.  Bill said we’re changing the look of the webpage and 
making it more user friendly.  Dorothy Odom gave a report.  She said that the webpage 
name is OdomAssembly.us.
 Under new business, Durl asked the NOA to approve the past issues of the NOA 
newsletter, converted into .pdf format, be made available via the members-only web 
page.   Weldon Odom made a motion, and the motion passed.
 Jimmy Ray, Nominating Committee Chair, announced who would be the next 2nd 
Vice President and who would be the 3rd Vice President, upon approval of the following 
sites.  A motion was made that Chattanooga, TN be the site of the 2010 NOA.  The 
motion was approved.  Bill and Sherry Odom, of Melbourne, FL then offered to host the 
2011 NOA on the east coast of Florida, near the Kennedy Space Center.  The invitation 
was accepted.  Jimmy Ray then asked if anyone would be willing to take on the position 
of being the 1st Vice President.  Ray Odom from Rock Hill, North Carolina was 
nominated to be 1st Vice President.  John Denny moved that Ray Odom be elected 1st 
vice President.  The motion was approved.  Other officers are 2nd Vice Presidents 
Weldon & Helen Odom, Charles & Jeannie Odom, (as co-hosts of the 2010 reunion in 
Chattanooga, TN) and Bill and Sherry Odom (hosting the 2011 reunion in Melbourne, 
FL).  A motion was made to elect the above officers, thus approving the sites.  The 
motion carried.  Charlie Odom then nominated Dale Tucker to serve as President of 
NOA.  The motion passed unanimously.  Cheryl Thompson, NOA Newsletter editor and 
Kim Odom Green, secretary, agreed to another term of office, and were elected.
 There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned with prayer by Paula 
Tucker, Chaplain.

Respectfully submitted,
Kim Odom Green

   
 On a grave from the 1880s in Nantucket , Massachusetts : 

    Under the sod and under the trees, Lies the body of Jonathan Pease. 
    He is not here, there's only the pod. Pease shelled out and went to God. 
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Whoo Whoo, All Aboard! For NOA 2010................                      
We’re leaving for the Chattanooga Choo Choo on Track 29. Make a 
date now to join us in the historic city of Chattanooga next July, 2010.

   Whether your interests are Civil War; think Chickamauga, Lookout 
Mountain, Missionary Ridge; or railroads, you’ll check in at the restored 
1909 Terminal Station and sleep in 2009 comfort. The 
Tennessee Aquarium is one of the largest 
freshwater aquariums in the world. Starting at a 
mountain water source we follow the path to the Gulf 
of Mexico. Recently an Ocean Journey was added 
with hand-on displays.

   Remember the barn roof signs SEE ROCK CITY? Well, you can and 
Ruby Falls too. Ride the Incline Railway or sit down at Ross’s Landing 
and watch the Southern Belle Riverboat on the Tennessee River. Make 
some time to visit the Bicentennial Library with its excellent 
genealogical collection. Many of the sites are on the free electric 
shuttle which begins at our hotel and ends at the aquarium. You can 
even walk over the Tennessee river on a pedestrian walkway; if you tire 
of shopping on the north bank you may take the water taxi back.

   We’re fortunate to visit a city with a great historical background and a 
revitalized downtown and river front.

   Our reunion hotel will be the Chattanooga Choo Choo-Holiday Inn. There is 
free parking; those who fly in may use the free shuttle to the hotel. There are 
three buildings, three pools and four dining areas and handicapped access. Our 
special rate is $99.00 plus tax. The phone number is 1-800 Track 29. All Odoms 
will be in the same building. The Hospitality Suite is large and will accommodate 
lots of room for visiting as well as munching.

  Oh, yes, you can spend a night or two in a real Victorian rail car on site. But it 
doesn’t come under the special rate. 

   Check out www.choochoo.com. And www.chattanoogafun.com for more 
information. Chattanooga is served by US Airways, Delta American, Northwest, 
and Allegiant. Three interstate highways, I-75, I-24, and I-59 make the city 
accessible by car.

http://www.choochoo.com/
http://www.choochoo.com/
http://www.chattanoogafun.com/
http://www.chattanoogafun.com/


2009-2010 NOA Board Members
President
Dale E. Tucker
8372 Luciana St. Dublin, CA 94568
925.828.1345  tuckerd1@comcast.net

1st Vice President 
Ray Odom
4595 Windstone Rd, Rock Hill SC 29732-9568
(803) 981-5270  JEOdom@comporium.net

2nd Vice President - Hosts 2010
Charles & Jeanne Odom
2405 Twickingham Ct., Clermont FL 34711-6990
(352) 243-3342 jeanneodom@waterfire.us
Dr Waldon & Helen Odom
130 River Birch Trace Fayettevile, GA 30215
770-461-5693  helenodom@aol.com

3rd Vice President - Hosts 2011  
Pam Odom
4277 US Hwy 90 E, DeFuniak Springs, FL 32433
850.892.0457  dodom@panhandle.rr.com

Treasurer
Thelma & Glenn Blackburn
1856 Putnam Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006
918.333.7902  TPBGEN@aol.com

Secretary
Kim Odom Green
980 Windmill Pkwy, Evans, GA 30809
706.651.1640  kim-g@comcast.net

News Editor
Cheryl Odom Thompson
P.O. Box 413, Seeley Lake, MT 59868
406.677.2309  solutions@blackfoot.net

Data Editors
Bill Bruce
13123 Roaring Springs, Dallas, TX 75240
792.938.1103  dobruce@swbell.net
Kathy Odom
1132 ACR 385, Palestine, TX, 75801
903.729.7251 kodom@etbroadband.net 

Website
Bill Odom
2797 Pembroke Rd, Melborne, FL 32935-2436
www.odomassembly.us

 Alabama Larry J Odom. 
4750 Britton Lige Rd, Millry AL 36558
251.846.2171  larry.odom@wcbek12.org
Arkansas  Emma Cox Odom 
602 N. Centennial Ave,West Fork, AK 72774
479.839.2551  eodom1@cox.net
California  Brenda Odom Lewis
4948 Willow Rock Way, Sacramento CA 95841-4905
(916) 348-7603  BKLewis777@sbcglobal.net
Florida  Charles Odom
2405 Twickingham Ct, Clermont, FL 34711
352.243.3342  jeanneodom@waterfire.us.
Georgia  Dr. Weldon & Helen Odom
130 River Birch Trace Fayettevile, GA 30215
770-461-5693  helenodom@aol.com
Indiana  Betty Odom Hasket
1337 Ridgedale Rd, Richmond, IN 47374
765.935.7516  mikenbetty@aol.com
Kentucky  Kent Preston
36 Preston-Cates Rd, Serbee, KY 42455

270.884.3411  klpreston@att.net 
Louisiana  Dot Wise Wirth
9524 W. Pomona Dr, Baton Rouge, LA 70815
225.925.8878  dot@dotwirth.com
Mississippi  Deanna Shows
89 Freeman Rd. Petal,  MS 39465
601.545.1185 showfd@aol.com
North Carolina Harry Odom
508 W 31st St, Lumberton, NC 28358
910.671.8044 
Oklahoma  Thelma & Glenn Blackburn
1856 Putnam Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006
918.333.7902  TPBGEN@aol.com
South Carolina  Victor Odom Jr.
P.O.Box 572, North SC, 29112
803.247.5614 vlodom2@tds.net
Texas Jimmy Ray Odom
1132 ACR 385, Palestine, TX, 75801
903.729.7251 kodom@etbroadband.net

The NOA News is published quarterly by the National 
Odom Assembly, August, November, February, May. 
Information in this publication is of  interest to those 
people doing genealogical research on the names 
Odom, Odum, Odam, Oldham, etc. Assistance is 
offered and research as well as fellowship is shared.
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Membership Application
2008-2009

Name:____________________________________________________   Circle one:    New      Renewal

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________

City:______________________________________________  ST: _________  Zip:  _______________

Phone:  (____)___________  Fax _______________  Email:  ___________________________________

My earliest Odom ancestor:  _____________________________________________________________
Please include any birth/death dates and locations for ancestors. Attach an ancestor sheet if  possible.

I WANT TO RECEIVE MY NEWSLETTER BY: EMAIL___________  SNAIL MAIL ___________

Make your checks payable to the National Odom Assembly. On the memo line write 2007-08. Mail your 
check for $25 to Glenn Blackburn: 1856 Putnam Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006. Payment of  your dues entitles 
you to the NOA Newsletter, publication of  queries and your family line, entry into the members only section 
of  the website http://odomassembly.us/contact/contact.htm. Address membership inquiries to the above or 
to TPBGEN@aol.com. The NOA fiscal year is from 1 August to 31 July. 

Thank you for your prompt renewal, it will save us reminding you. 

NOA News
PO Box 413
Seeley Lake MT 59868

http://odomassembly.us/contact/contact.htm
http://odomassembly.us/contact/contact.htm
mailto:TPBGEN@aol.com
mailto:TPBGEN@aol.com

