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Melbourne 
Florida

July 14-17, 
2011
nnn

A great deal of time is spent 
duplicating research. It is 
important to keep track of what 
resources you have  looked at in 
the past, even those that 
yielded nothing of value, so 
that you don't duplicate your 
efforts. A research log or 

research calendar can help you 
record your progress. You can 
maintain your log by surname, 
by individual, by geographic 
area or whatever organizational 
method makes you most 
effective. Using one of these, 
such as those found at http://

www.ancestry.com/
s a v e / c h a r t s /
researchcal.htm Or 
h t t p : / /
www.genrecords.com/
f o r m s /
genealogyresearchlog.pdf can 
be enormously helpful.

What a wonderful time we 
had in Chattanooga staying 
at the Chattanooga Choo 
Choo.  It was the most 
unique hotel I’ve ever stayed 
in with all the trains, shops 
and restaurants right at your 
fingertips.  Thank you, 
Charlie and Jeanne Odom 
and Helen Odom, for your 
hard work in making this 
reunion such a memorable 
one.  I would like to mention, 
also, that Weldon Odom, 
H e l e n ’ s  h u s b a n d w h o 
recently passed away, chose 
this  special place for us to 

hold the reunion.  To him we 
owe our gratitude for having 
a special part in this.

There are several people I 
want to thank for their 
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NOA  Website www.odomassembly.us
Assembly Business

invaluable contributions to the NOA this year.  
Thank you, Debbie Lee, for the beautiful 
Odom wreath and mementos you made for 
the memorial service.  You did a great job 
and helped make that moment special.  
Thank you, Jay and Betty Odom for again 
generously donating a week’s stay in the 
Bahamas.  Everyone looks forward to the 
chance to win this.  And thank you to 
everyone who contributed to the great spread 
of food we had in the hospitality room this 
year.  I have to say I especially enjoy the 
carrot cake(s) Mr. Freddie Preston makes. 
Yum!

Calling all State Representatives!  We need 
you to work hard this year in your state to get 
the word out about our reunion.  Let’s make 
this  year’s reunion in Florida our biggest and 
most attended ever.  Your roll is  very 
important.  Please set aside time each month 
to post flyers  in libraries and genealogical 
research centers in your area and around the 
state as you are able giving information about 
our next reunion and your contact information 
if they have any questions.  It takes a little 
effort, but you may very well reach someone 
who holds information that could help 
someone in our group find the person or 
information they are looking for.  Thank you in 
advance for your work.  I will be in touch with 
you soon to see how things are going.

Bill and Sherry Odom already have a great 
place picked out for next year’s reunion in 
Melbourne, Florida, and are currently working 
to bring it all together.  Don’t miss  this one.  It 
promises to be a beautiful and fun place to 
be.

Looking forward to seeing you all next year.  
Take care, and God bless.

Respectfully,
Kim Odom Green
706-651-1640
kim-g@comcast.net

Dear Editor,

Membership in NOA was discussed at the 
Saturday morning business meet ing in 
Chattanooga. There are many Odoms on the 
master list that are not paid members and some 
are deceased. I do agree that the newsletter 
should not be sent to someone that will not pay 
dues. Decisions to raise dues to $25 per year 
may have had an effect on some. I have served 
the NOA as vice president in the capacity of 
membership and family history since our 25th 
meeting at Eufaula, AL until the Hattiesburg, MS. I 
encourage new  members to send the news editor 
their lineage and history of  their family lines. 
Some of  the new  members are still paying their 
dues and receiving the letter. Some have told me 
they enjoy reading about the activities at the 
assembly but want to know  about family history 
discoveries that may have surfaced at the annual 
meeting. Some stay on as members and will not, 
or can't attend for some reason. Some of the 
longtime members on the mailing list that do not 
come to our assembly should be given a 
discounted fee to keep in touch with Odom 
history from NOA. The constitution reads as 
follows, adapted in 1983.

    Par. II Purpose.....The purpose and objectives 
of the organization shall be and encourage 
genealogical research on all branches of the 
greater Odom family and the sharing of that 
research; and

    B. Promote fun and fellowship amongst its 
members.

mailto:kim-g@comcast.net
http://www.odomasswmbly.us
http://www.odomasswmbly.us
mailto:kim-g@comcast.net


August 2010     -     Page 3

 Our constitution called for full membership and 
associate members. The associate members are 
allowed to place inquiries in the newsletter and 
their fees should be one-half of  the cost of full 
membership.

If you want to review  the original document it will 
be in the archives of the newsletter section on the 
web page.

I r e c o m m e n d w e a c t i v a t e o u r S t a t e 
Representatives to help restore the inquiries and 
family history stories on a frequent basics with 
newsletter reports from each state in the coming 
year. A big milestone in the NOA came when 
DNA entered and we could start with what each 
participant learned by doing the test and the 
results.

Jimmy R Odom,  TX. State Rep.

Editors Note: 

Since I have become a member of NOA a 
short six years  ago, I have heard this ongoing 
discussion from several sides. I personally 
look forward to us having a balance. One 
aspect of the discussion that is very personal 
for me is that the location of the gatherings, 
influence my opinion of the moment. When 
we gather closer to Georgia, I am more 
genealogically motivated. When we gather in 
other areas I am more social and historically 
motivated. I really believe that there is a 
solution for theses varied interest. 

One idea would be to have a time set aside 
and each family group could gather, 
exchange and compare information. Those 
not wishing to do so, could just socialize. 

One of my favorite memories was of sitting 
on that huge front porch in Hartsville, SC and 
going around the circle each person sharing 
what new connections or discoveries had 
been made during the year.

Having a historian come and share with us 
routes used by earlier citizens to move about, 
or migrate to other areas, could be of interest 
to a wide variety of family members. Other 

topic might be interesting and helpful for 
newcomers to family searches. Maybe a time 
set aside specifically just to share research 
tips  would be fun. To go along with these 
ideas, there of course needs to be a 
volunteer be the facilitator. Let’s put our 
thinking caps on and use this newsletter to 
bring our suggestions together. 

I don’t wish to quit the sightseeing portion of 
our visits, because for some of us that is the 
allure of the gathering. Being able to 
experience and see what an area has to offer 
is also important to me. 

It really is about the balance between, the 
history, sights, genealogy and family 
connections that bring us together. The 
mixture for each person is  dependent on the 
time and place. I will be interested in the input 
from the rest of the membership, and the 
process of making Melbourne the best for 
everyone. I pledge to work on the family 
groups between now and then. WHAT IS 
YOUR IDEA TO MAKE US BETTER?

2012
Georgia
here we
come.

Savannah or 
Macon  
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A N N U A L N O A B U S I N E S S M E E T I N G – S a t u r d a y , J u l y 1 7 , 2 0 1 0

 Ray Odom called the meeting to order.  Paula Tucker opened in prayer.  He announced 

that this is the 31st annual NOA.  The pledge of the allegiance was said.  Cheryl Thompson 

moved that  the minutes from last year’s meeting be approved.  Thelma seconded the motion, and 

the motion carried. 

Durl Odom moved that the financial minutes be approved.  Cheryl Thompson seconded 

the motion.  The motion carried.  The motion was made that those who have not  paid their dues 

within two years be removed from the list.  Helen made the motion, and Harry Odom seconded 

it.  The motion carried.  The secretary is to send out the letters to these people.  A motion was 

made that we only send memorials to NOA members.  Harry Odom made the motion, and Cheryl 

seconded it.  The motion carried.  

The Membership Committee report  was given by Paula Tucker.  She said we have 90 

members that need to be purged.  Cheryl Thompson suggested adding a PayPal element to our 

website in order to integrate people into the system.  Durl moved that Bill check in to and 

implement it if this is possible.  Thelma seconded it.  The motion carried.

The Site Committee report was given by Jeanne Odom.  Sherry and Bill Odom will be 

hosting the 2011 NOA reunion in Melbourne, Fl.  Harry Odom said that  he will go ahead and 

check out the hotels in the Macon area.  Jeanne Odom said they  would like to suggest that we 

have the NOA in 2012 in Macon, Ga.  A committee of two, Cheryl Odom Thompson and Harry 

Odom, will scope out the site for 2012 and report by November what they have decided.  The 

decision will be made on where we will go in 2012 by the November newsletter. 

 Ray Odom gave the President’s report.  We had a good year on genealogical research.  

Jeanne Odom, Ray Odom, Kim Green, Jay Odom and Helen Odom volunteered to be on the 

Nominating committee.  

Cheryl Odom Thompson gave the News Editor’s report.  She stated that she always tries 

to put in personal items and genealogy items in each newsletter.  A majority of printed 

newsletters go to libraries.  Cheryl said to make sure you report births, deaths and marriages for 

the newsletter so we can keep information up  to date.  Cheryl said that thanks to Joan Odom, we 

are working on a migration map of the Odoms.  She requested that you give the following 

information on your ancestors:  name and birth year, death year and location of each for each 

generation.  Durl Odom reminded everyone that all past newsletters are on the website.  

Ray Odom said that he would like to have a recorded copy  of Odoms talking about their 

ancestry for the record and have it placed on the website.

 Bill Odom reported that next  year in Melbourne, Fl. we will be staying in the Radisson.  

Each suite overlooks the ocean.  The price starts at $109 a night.  He discussed the many 

amenities of the area and events he plans to place on the schedule.  Sherry  Odom added to the list 

of activities around the area.  

Paula made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.  Larry  Odom seconded 

the motion, and the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Kim Odom Green
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F o l l o w i n g o u r 
business meeting, 
the following NOA 
m e m b e r s w e r e 
memorialized at the 
g a z e b o i n t h e 
garden. A beautiful 
wreath was made by 
Debbie Odom Lee 

and replicas given to families of  the 
deceased as momentoes. (July, 2009 - June 
2010)

Dale Edwin Tucker 
Jun 25, 1939 - Oct 13, 2009
Dublin, CA

Hal Odom 
DOB n/a - Oct 16, 2009
no information

Dr. Weldon L. Odom
Sep 11, 1924 - Dec 11, 2009
Fayetteville, GA

Dr. Walter Eugene Harrell
Jan 20, 1922 - Feb 5, 2010
Hemet, CA

William Clinton “Clint” Odom
Sep 4, 1923 - Mar 9, 2010
Metairie, LA

James Nathaniel Odom
Oct 17, 1921 - May 5, 2010
Abilene, TX

George W. Odom
May 23 1010
Waynesboro, GA

Bobbie Nell (Hayes) Odom
June 19, 2010, Age 83
Greens Cut Community, GA

Barbara O’Rand – 
No Dates
Southern Pines, NC

NOA 

CHOO CHOO
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BUTTONWILLOW

SOUTHERN BELLE
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Hello from California, and Chaplin Paula! 
(I don't know if there is a CA State Rep. anymore.)

Thank you to Jeanne, Charlie, Helen (and Weldon) for 
the Choo Choo NOA.  We really had a roaring time, 
being in such a Railroad Town.  The accommodations 
provided access to history of the Civil Way and the 
history of the surrounding area. We know  there is so 
much planning that goes into each  NOA and kudos to 
all who prepare, struggle with accommodations, and 
see the rewards that we all receive after each year.  
Chattanooga provided transportation through the 
Electric Trolleys and the Hotel shuttled many  of us 
around the grounds on the Golf Carts.  Can you believe 
the Saturday  meeting in grand style/board meeting 
room!

I even did Rock City, slowly  with a new knee, and 
enjoyed the journey  through the tunnels and the history 
of Nursery Rhymes - in the caverns.  If you took the 
short way back from the Look Out Point, you missed 
out on the Black Lighted Stories that were part of 
Nursery Rhyme History.

With Glenn and Thelma, we were able to travel to the 
battle grounds in the pouring rains that hit on the 
Sunday after NOA.  Natalie and I even took a train ride 
on the Tuesday after the rest of you left Chattanooga.

Most members participated in the Button Willow 
Theater and Dinner  It was and to laugh and enjoy the 
Civil War Days with humor and history. Just want to say 
a Big Thank You to Debbie (Odom) Lee and father, Durl
Odom, for the lovely Memorial Service.  I especially  felt 
such a peace and silence within, as we memorialized 
the many  members that died this past year.  They  were 
so much a part of NOA and many have been attending 
members for many years.   

Natalie and I are planning to join "yu all" in Florida in 
2011.    Paula Tucker

From  our Corner  of Northwest Arkansas!!!

August always seems to be the hottest month  of 

the summer here in Arkansas,  I guess everyone 

everywhere feels the same. We get out  early and 

sit on the deck. This is where R.D. gets his 

sunshine and takes his exercises. We have a 

wonderful lady  that spends the morning with us.  

She puts him through the regular leg and arm 

exercises. Then he takes a walk in the yard. He is 

slowly getting his strength back and if he had his 

way he would be mowing the grass. But the heat 

has taken care of most of that. Our granddaughter 

Victoria Singleton has been here with us all 

summer. She has been lots of company. She has a 

happy attitude and that always good if you are 

trying encourage some one that needs a boast now 

and then. She will be going back to N.Carolina  in 

September. A little more update on R.D. We saw  

a new heart doctor today. He checked R.D.'s 

pacemaker and found that  he needs a new battery. 

So he will be having that done August 24th. I am 

praying that  this will give him some extra energy 

that he needs. But looking at all that he has had 

done to him since January 11, 2010 I thank God  

and truly  feel we are being taken care of extra 

well.

I have been clearing and cleaning some of my 

genealogy clutter. Something I kept  thinking it 

might some day be something that would be the 

answer I needed  to my search I am checking it all 

out and shredding "stuff". It making my room 

look better and the stacks look smaller. Now 

maybe I can find what I am really looking for.

I am still looking for some positive proof on  

Richard Odom/Odum. What we know is that his 

mother was Millie Breeland/Breland. We think his 

father was Shadrack or maybe he had another 

State Reports
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name before the Shadrack or after that name. We 

find a lot about the Breland but all we find on 

Shadrack was that  he served in the Rev. War. I 

have search in the DAR. records for a chance 

someone else might be using him as their ancestor 

for membership to the DAR. Richard served in the 

War of 1812. Enlisted on January 6, 1815 at the 

courthouse in Marion Co, Miss. Territory. He 

served as a private in 13th Regiment Miss. Militia 

under Nixons. He was discharged February 5, 

1815. Lacking one day serving a month. From 

reports he may have received a pension. He was 

probable sixteen years old at this time. Tracking 

the 1813  Marion Co. Miss. Territory Tax Roll he 

was found there. He moved on to Pike Co and was 

found on the tax roll there in the years of 

1819-20-21-22-25-27-28-29-  and 1831-33-34-35.

We believe that  in about 1820 while living in Pike 

Co. he married the daughter of John Merchant.  

We have not been able to  find any  records on the 

marriage. They had at least six children before she 

died. Richard did remarry and our records say that 

John Merchant was the preacher that preformed 

that marriage. Richard Odom was found in 

Marion Co, Pike co and Simpson Co on the 

census records. Some where in all these little bits  

of information there is the thread that  will lead us 

to the answer. This reminds me of contacting the 

Veteran Administrator and being told that the 

discharge that R.D. had was not what they would 

accept. That we had to have DD214 before they 

would help  him. Finally we got a man that 

understood the WW2 discharges. So I have to 

keep  thinking it is just a matter of turning over 

another page to find what I am looking for.

Our best wishes  to all of you.   Emma and R D.

Arkansas Reps.

Editors Note: Emma, send me a list of 

your ancestors’ names with birth dates 

and places and death dates and places.  

Joan Odom will add it to the migration 

map and maybe it will match up with 

someone else and you can make your 

connection. We need everyone to send us 

this information. This is such a special gift 

to have this resource available, and the 

oppor tunity to solve some of our 

mysteries. 

August 20, 2010

From the 1st Vice President of NOA

It was a great meeting in Chattanooga and 
congratulations on the new officers elected at that 

meeting.  We have a big challenge ahead of us in 
2010-2011.

Since reassuming the position of 1st Vice 
President of the NOA I will now have the function 

of enhancing membership and genealogy duties.  I 
will do my best  to perform my duties at my 
utmost best.  

I use the Internet and phone book to research and 
find prospective new members.  In my numerous 
travels on business I find Odoms in most areas 

and then contact them and ask them have they 
heard of the NOA.  Almost all of them so “no” so 
I try to get them to accept a copy of our newsletter 
as a way of introduction. I challenge all of the 

NOA state reps to do the same .  If and when I 
receive an interest in return I refer them to the 
state rep in their area if there is one in that state. 

We still need a state representative for North 
Carolina and a new one for Illinois as we have 
active members in both states.  If our state reps 

could recruit only  one new member per year we 
could grow our organization significantly.  

An organizations success is dependent upon 

activity by the members   

Please feel free to contact me with any concerns 
or questions you have about the NOA.  

1st VP NOA

Ray Odom- South Carolina
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Greetings from Mississippi

Chattanooga was awesome!  The entertainment at 
the Banquet was so very unique. HA! HA! We 
enjoyed seeing all our Odom Cousins again.  After 
three years of attending the NOA Reunions, 

Forrest and I are finally learning everyone’s 
names.  We can put names with faces.  I suggest 
we have a picture directory  made for new 

members.  Our Church Directory sure helps me. 
Of course, the name tags really help.

Mississippi has been so very hot and humid the 

last couple of weeks, but then it has been hot just 
about everywhere in the good ole USA.  Thank 
goodness for some much needed rain.

Forrest has a new play  toy, a bulldozer.  He plays 

on it every  day clearing our 10 acres of land.  He 
gets terribly hot and sweaty, but he loves every 
minute of it.  Now, I can see our neighbors’ 

houses.  Everyone tells me that I will have more 
to mow, but Forrest SAYS he will bush hog it. 

My two sisters, Belinda and Cindy, their 

husbands, and us are meeting for supper at 
Cracker Barrel to celebrate our Mother’s 86th 

birthday.  Mother chose the restaurant.  She is 

doing great accept for ole Arthur…itis.

I hope everyone is well…until next time,

Deanna & Forrest Shows

RAY ODOM Family Reunion

This is my family reunion held in Fort Branh, 

Indiana every two years. The photo shows 76 

bodies but overall attendance was 83 as some 

showed up late.  The person I interviewed is 

bottom row  fourth from the left with the cane.  

(See the Blue Box under the Genealogy section. 

For those getting the newsletter online, you will 

be able to listen to the interview. Those receiving 

your newsletter by snail mail, go to the NOA 

website, members section and listen)  Attendees 

were from NY, PA, OH, IN, IL, Ky, TN, AR, SC, 

FL, and TX,

Five are NOA members.

 
Ray Odom
South Carolina
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FROM OKLAHOMA:

Our special thanks  to Helen, Jeanne & 
Charlie Odom for a really special NOA 
reunion in TN.  I really mean a big THANK 
YOU to those three wonderful leaders  and 
organizers and thanks to each of you that 
attended.  Again, it was great to get together 
to share stories  and special events that have 
occurred since July 2009.  Certainly it's 
always so much fun to just get  together and 
enjoy each other and explore a new territory.  
Tennessee is a beautiful state and Helen, 
Jeanne & Charlie gave us the opportunity to 
really get to really learn Chattanooga and all 
it's glory plus learn about the battle fields.
 
If you love Civil War history as I do, well, this 
was  your place and time to be.  A 
perfect chance to soak up Civil War history 
and at the same time enjoy this time with 
some of your special friends.
 
So again Helen, Jeanne & Charlie thanks a 
million for a very special reunion and Durl 
Odom & Debbie Odom Lee my thanks to you 
for the great Memorial Service.
 
Congratulations to Kim Green as she 
steps into the shoes of our new NOA 
President .
 
Ray Odom of Rock Hill, SC and to Joan his 
wife thanks for stepping in and serving our 
family organization as President in a critical 
moment.  You served us  well and Glenn & I 
are grateful for your leadership. 

Now it's time to move forward to our 2011 
Reunion in Florida with Bill & Sherry Odom 
hosting.  Keep in mind it's  our Odom Reunion 
so be ready to serve and help Bill & Sherry 
when called on.
 
Thelma P. Blackburn
Oklahoma NOA Rep.

NEW MEMBER
Tom Odom                               
1012 W. Tilmor
Muncie, IN 47303-1755
Tel:  N/A
E-Mail: N/A
Earliest Odom Ancestor:  John 1775

GENEALOGY HUMOR

! •! Our 2nd great grandfather was found 

dead crossing the plains in the library. 

He was married 3 times in the 

endowment house and has 21 children.

! •! He and his daughter are listed as not 

being born.

! •! I would like to find out if I have any 

living relatives or dead relatives or 

ancestors in my family.

! •! Will you send me a list of all the Dripps 

in your library?

! •! My Grandfather died at the age of 3.

! •! We are sending you 5 children in a 

separate envelope.

! •! Documentation: Family Bible in 

possession of Aunt Merle until the 

tornado hit Topeka, Kansas. Now only 

the Good Lord knows where it is.

! •! The wife of #22 could not be found. 

Somebody suggested that she might 

have been stillborn - what do you think?

• Enclosed please find my Grandmother. I 

have worked on her for 30 years 

without success. Now see what you can 

do!
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The Departed
Bobbie N. Odom (GREENS CUT COMMUNITY, Ga.)

GREENS CUT COMMUNITY, Ga. - Mrs. Bobbie N. Hayes Odom, 83, widow of D. E. Odom, 
entered into rest after an  extended illness, Saturday, June 19, 2010, at  Brentwood Terrace 
Health Center. She was a member of Greens Cut  United Methodist  Church, The National 
Odom Assembly,  The Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR), and The United Daughters 
of American Colonists (DAC).  Mrs. Odom was preceded in death by  her  beloved husband of 56 
years, Gene Odom; her  parents, Grady  and Nona Lowe Hayes; a  sister, Wanette Hayes 
Williams; and a special nephew, Larry  Paul Williams Survivors include her  brother, Durwood 
Hayes and wife, Joyce; and two sisters,  Edna Hayslip and Betty  H. Oliver and husband, Rev. 
Tom  Oliver. Although Mrs. Odom had no children of her  own, she has many  nieces and 
nephews that she helped raise that will miss her dearly.  Mrs. Odom  worked many  years at the 
Burke County  Courthouse as Clerk for the County  Commissioners and several years before her 
retirement  as Deputy  Assistant to Probate Judge Mary  O. Herrington. The family  will receive 
friends from 6:00 until 8:00 p.m. on Monday, June 21, at  the funeral home. The Memorial 
Service will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday,  June 22, at DeLoach-McKerley  Funeral Home. 
Rev. Tom Oliver will officiate Interment will follow at Magnolia Cemetery. Honorary 
pallbearers will be Mrs. Odom's nieces and nephews. The family  suggests that memorials be 
made to Greens Cut United Methodist  Church, c/o Tammy  Gay, 663 Lake Crystal Drive, 
Waynesboro, GA 30830 or  to a charity  of your choice. The family  will be at the home of Rev. 
Tom  and Betty  Oliver,  511  Victory  Drive,  Waynesboro, GA 30830 (706-554-0099). DeLoach-
McKerley  Funeral Home & Cremation Service, 842  N. Liberty  Street, Waynesboro, GA 30830 
(706-554-3531) is serving the family of Bobbie N. Odom.

Julius Author Henderson went to be with his Lord on Tuesday, July 13, 2010. Julius was born 
January 5, 1928, in Ware County Georgia. He lived with his wife Kitty and two children, Paul 
and Linda, in Jacksonville, Fla., for 28 years before moving back to Hazlehurst in 1987. Julius 
and Kitty made their final retirement move to Denham Springs in 2005. Julius was active at 
Southside Baptist Church in both Hazlehurst and Denham Springs. He proudly served in the 
Army during the Korean Conflict. Julius is survived by his wife of 56 years, Kitty, Paul and 
Jackie Henderson and their children, Julie and David, Joshua and Sara, Jared, Joseph, 
Jensen, Jayme, Jonathan, Justin, Jacob, and six week old great grandson, Billy Paul 
Henderson; daughter, Linda and GG Kohlhagen, Graham and Cody. The family will receive 
guests from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Friday at Miles Funeral Home. Services were held at the 
Southside Baptist Church in Hazlehurst, GA. Internment was in Hazlehurst City Cemetery 
following the service.
 
Julius and Kitty were long-time Georgia reps for the NOA.  They celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary at the 25th NOA reunion in Eufala, AL with their entire family present. Julius’ 
earliest Odom ancestor was Archibald Odom buried in Pulaski County, GA.
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Tony C. Odom !
Tony C. Odom, 86, passed away 

August 31, 2010 at home with 

his family, after a long fight with 

Parkinson’s. Tony was born 

March 3, 1924, in Moore 

County, NC, to Thaddeus and 

Allie Mae Odom. He had three 

brothers and one sister. Tony 

grew up in NC and joined the 

US Army at age sixteen. Tony 

served as a medic with multiple stateside assignments and a 

European assignment during WWII, with the 10th Armored 

Infantry Division. He reached the rank of Staff Sergeant and 

received the Combat Medic Badge and a Silver Star for 

gallantry during his combat tour. Tony returned to the states 

and was honorably discharged when WWII ended. Tony 

began working for Esso in 1946, soon after his 

homecoming. He worked for Esso/Exxon in many positions 

including a tanker truck driver, for 36 years and retired in 

1982. Tony shared his retirement with his friends and 

family at Kerr Lake, his favorite get-a way. He was 

preceded in death by his mother Allie Mae in 1932, his 

father Thaddeus in 1973, his wife Sue Ford Odom in 1980, 

his daughter Toni Jean in 1998, and his daughter Mary Sue 

in 2002. He is survived by his daughter Tammy Odom 

Reeves and her husband Freddy, his grandkids Kelly, 

Journey and Garrett. We will all miss you “Did"/"Grandy”, 

you will always be our hero.

EDCOUCH, TX.— W. A. Odom Jr.
W.A. Odom Jr., 93, cherished father, 
grandfather and great grandfather, 
passed away Sunday, September 
12, 2010 at the Aurora House in 
Weslaco. W.A. was born in Sodus, 
LA in Sabine Parish on January 21, 
1917 to Wiley Auston and Lillian Fay 
Odom.

He moved to the Valley with his 
parents and 6 siblings  in 1926. He was a member 
and the only male in the graduating class  of 
Edcouch-Elsa High School in 1935. W.A. attended 
what is now Pan American University for a brief 
time before becoming a full time farmer in the 

Ruby V. Odom  
Ruby V. Odom of Jacksonville, FL passed 
away on August 13. She is survived by 
one daughter, Vermell Morgan, and two 
grandchilden Chelsea Keith, of 
Bakersfied, and Adam Ehrenpfort.

http://www.legacy.com/legacies/w-w-2/?personid=145031806&affiliateID=1878
http://www.legacy.com/legacies/w-w-2/?personid=145031806&affiliateID=1878
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Delta Area for many years. He was a member 
of the Donna Church of Christ. He was on the 
board of the Hidalgo & Cameron Irrigation 

District #9 from 1977 to 1984. He also served 
on the board of the Production Credit 
Association in Harlingen.

After retiring from farming, he and his  wife, 
Dorothy, enjoyed many years of traveling 
throughout the U.S. and Canada in their 
motorhome.

W.A. was preceded in death by his  parents, his 
devoted wife, Dorothy; his 6 siblings and one 
infant daughter, Sally Jean.

He is survived by his two sons, Kendall Odom 
of Bandera, TX and Robert Odom and wife 
Sherre of Edcouch; two daughters, Gaye 
Rogers and husband, Donald of Boerne, TX 
and Cynthia Hollon and husband Bill of 
Weslaco. Also surviving are his  grandchildren, 
Sean Odom of Houston, Christopher and 
Grant Odom of Edcouch, Auston Curry of 
Austin, Shannon Curry of McAllen, Michelle 
Wilson of Harlingen, Bryan Hollon of Canton, 
OH, Valerie Grant of San Antonio and Randy 
Rogers of Helotes, TX; 16 great grandchildren; 
and numerous nieces and nephews.

Francis Marion ODOM 
and 

son John Russell ODOM
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Genealogy
From: 
Ancestry.com Odom DNA Family Group

Hi all -- first I would like to thank Bruce for his 

patience and long suffering in helping me to 

connect with this group site. 

John Keene, a cousin of mine recently  provided a 

DNA sample in hopes to help find our way  around 

a brick wall. When the DNA came back, the 

matches were to Billy  Don Odum. This is based 

on a small number of markers but it is my 

understanding that our 5 generation ago match is 

deceased so we won't be doing a more indepth test 

there. However, there is an unusual twist in our 

story and I have alway wondered if the name 

Keen was just a selected or adopted name. I will 

explain. John and I share a greatgrand father (my 

ggrandfather and his gggrand) who homesteaded 

land in Walton County, Florida around the turn of 

the century. He is buried at Sandy Creek Church 

in Walton County. Our common grandfather was 

George Washington Keen...his son, McKenzie 

McCaskill Keene...is my grandfather and the 

brother of John's greatgrand father. Family 

tradition is that George Keen and a brother were 

stowaways on a ship from Scotland to America 

and when they arrived they went their separate 

ways. No one in the family seems to know any 

different...however, I have found a land grant for 

George...in Walton County...he lists his and his 

father's birth place as Florida on the application. I 

have always found it strange that a Scottish 

mother would name her ch i ld George 

Washington! I suspect that the information is 

possibly from a different generation of Keen(e)'s 

or made up to cover a family  rift...but that is just 

speculation on my part. If you have a similar 

"Keen" or possibly "Odum" story in your 

closet...maybe you are the other Keen(e) brother's 

descendant???? My Carpenter-Mathews family 

tree is on ancestry.com ...We are in the process of 

testing another descendant just to provide validity 

of John's DNA results. I would love to hear from 

anyone who might see a connection. 

Would love to hear from anyone who has a similar 

story. The only  "hit" that we got with the DNA is 

an Odom from the midwest, now deceased. 

Brenda Carpenter

I recorded this with my dad's brother at our 
family reunion in Indiana on Aug 7, 2010.  His 
name is Herman Parker Odom and is 83 yers 
old.  I heard this for many years about my family 
growing up in the late 20's and earlk 30's in 
western Kentucky and southern Illinois.  Hope it 
is enjoyed by all.  RAY ODOM, South Carolina

Double Click the Speaker 

Symbol to Listen

http://ancestry.com/
http://ancestry.com/
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-----------------------------------------------------------
GENEALOGY GLOSSARY 

-----------------------------------------------------------
GENERAL TERMS

!Record - Information about an event. Example: birth record.

!Certificate - An official document typically issued by the government recording an event. Example: 
birth certificate. 

!Certified Copy - A copy of a document certified as a true copy of the original by some authority with a 
seal, signature, or stamp. 

!Collection - A compilation of records distinguished by source, record type, or other criteria. 

!Index - A list of records typically organized alphabetically. Indexes can be printed in book form, 
microfilm, microfiche, or found electronically on the web or CD-ROM. 

!Oral History - Facts, traditions, and stories passed from one generation to the next by word of mouth. 

!Primary Source - A first-hand account of a particular event. Primary sources may include: written 
letters, personal interviews, speeches, diaries, etc. Also known as an original source. 

!Secondary Source - A second-hand account of a particular event. Secondary sources interpret and 
summarize information based on primary sources and other secondary sources - not personal 
experience. Secondary sources may include: newspaper articles, television, websites, textbooks, etc. 

!Microfilm - Contains miniature copies of original documents on transparent film. This film is stored on 
reels and interpreted with a microfilm reader. 

!Microfiche - A sheet of microfilm with miniature copies original documents arranged in a grid pattern. 
This film is interpreted with a microfiche reader. 

!Circa - Estimated date. Example: circa 1940. 

!Soundex - A method used to group names that sound alike, but are spelled differently. Genealogists 
use Soundex to determine possible variants of an ancestor's surname, as it is not uncommon for 
spelling to change from generation to generation. 

!Double-Metaphone - A method used to group names by pronunciation. Designed as an improvement 
to Soundex and Metaphone, Double Metaphone is considered more precise and sophisticated than 
its predecessors. 

!Surname - Also known as last name or family name. 

!Immigrant - A person who moves from one country to another. Also known as an emigrant. 

!Occupation - Is the type of work that a person does. Example: carpenter. Also known as profession. 

!Deceased - A person that has passed away. 

!Decade - A period of ten years. The U.S. Census was taken every decade beginning in 1790. 

!Century - A period of one hundred years. Example 1800 to 1900. 

!Veteran - A person who has served on active duty in the armed forces and was discharged or 
released. 

!Pensioner - Someone who receives as pension fund. A pension is a benefit paid to a person for 
military service. 
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      A website of additional 

   ODOM Obituaries

 http://reocities.com/Heartland/hills/9493/

odomobt2.html 

EDITOR’S NOTE:

I would like to see the NOA website have 

the largest collection of ODOM photos 

and photos of homesteads and photos of 

tombstones etc. in the world. If you would 

share these with us, we would be so 

greatful. Send them to me at Cheryl 

Thompson, PO Box 413, Seeley Lake MT 

59868 or Solutions11@mac.com. Bill and I 

will organize them by families or locations 

as is suitable.

Hi Jimmy,

   I sent you the attached email back in 
February but I didn't hear back from you.  
Sometimes I have problems with my email 
and you may not have gotten it.  I would love 
to talk more with you and try to connect my 
family line with yours.  I believe my family 
connects back to one of Malachi's brothers 
(William, Labon, or Jacob) but I can't find any 
pedigrees for any of them to know for sure. 
 
Hope you are doing well,  Jancy

Pedigree Sheets for Isaac Riley ODOM
follow

!"#$%&'()%*+&,"%-.%/,+01%2+'&3+%4.%/,+01%5'&"6%7.%8/,+09%:;+"3+&

<&'=;%&'()%5'>+??"%/,+01%:>@"=%A.%8B'??+&9%/,+0%(C;6%D"DE%/@#"&%/.%/,+01%B+=&E%F.%/,+0%(C;6%

3&"=,,">36;+&%G,"%:;+"3+&%85'&"6H@%,">36;+&91%A00"%/,+01%B"&?+E%I+J;+&%/,+0

mailto:Solutions11@mac.com
http://reocities.com/Heartland/hills/9493/odomobt2.html
http://reocities.com/Heartland/hills/9493/odomobt2.html
http://reocities.com/Heartland/hills/9493/odomobt2.html
http://reocities.com/Heartland/hills/9493/odomobt2.html
mailto:Solutions11@mac.com
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2010-2011 NOA Board Members
President

Kim Odom Green

980 Windmill Pkwy, Evans, GA 30809

706.651.1640  kim-g@comcast.net

1st Vice President 

Ray Odom
4595 Windstone Rd, Rock Hill SC 29732-9568

803.981-5270  JEOdom@comporium.net

2nd Vice President - Hosts 2011

Bill & Sherry Odom

2797 Pembroke Rd, Melborne, FL 32935-2436

www.odomassembly.us

3rd Vice President - Hosts 2012  

Harry Odom

215 Brighton Woods Dr, Apt 3110, Pooler GA 31322

912-988-1712

Cheryl Odom Thompson

P.O. Box 413, Seeley Lake, MT 59868

406.677.2309  solutions@blackfoot.net

Treasurer

Thelma & Glenn Blackburn

1856 Putnam Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006

918.333.7902  TPBGEN@aol.com

Secretary

Pam Odom

4277 US Hwy 90 E, DeFuniak Springs, FL 32433

850.892.0457  dodom@panhandle.rr.com

News Editor

Cheryl Odom Thompson

P.O. Box 413, Seeley Lake, MT 59868

406.677.2309  solutions@blackfoot.net

Data Editors

Bill Bruce

13123 Roaring Springs, Dallas, TX 75240

792.938.1103  dobruce@swbell.net

Kathy Odom

1132 ACR 385, Palestine, TX, 75801

903.729.7251 kodom@etbroadband.net 

Website

Bill Odom

2797 Pembroke Rd, Melborne, FL 32935-2436

www.odomassembly.us

 Alabama Larry J Odom. 

4750 Britton Lige Rd, Millry AL 36558

251.846.2171  larry.odom@wcbek12.org

Arkansas  Emma Cox Odom 

602 N. Centennial Ave,West Fork, AK 72774

479.839.2551  eodom1@cox.net

California  Brenda Odom Lewis

4948 Willow Rock Way, Sacramento CA 95841-4905
(916) 348-7603  BKLewis777@sbcglobal.net

Florida  Charles Odom

2405 Twickingham Ct, Clermont, FL 34711

352.243.3342  jeanneodom@waterfire.us.

Georgia  Mrs. Weldon (Helen) Odom

130 River Birch Trace Fayettevile, GA 30215

770-461-5693  helenodom@aol.com

Indiana  Betty Odom Hasket

1337 Ridgedale Rd, Richmond, IN 47374

765.935.7516  mikenbetty@aol.com

Kentucky  Kent Preston

36 Preston-Cates Rd, Serbee, KY 42455

270.884.3411  klpreston@att.net 
Louisiana  Dot Wise Wirth

9524 W. Pomona Dr, Baton Rouge, LA 70815

225.925.8878 dwisewirth@aol.com

Mississippi  Deanna Shows

89 Freeman Rd. Petal,  MS 39465

601.520.3228 showsfd@aol.com

North Carolina Harry Odom

215 Brighton Woods Dr, Apt 3110, Pooler GA 31322

912-988-1712

Oklahoma  Thelma & Glenn Blackburn

1856 Putnam Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006

918.333.7902  TPBGEN@aol.com

South Carolina  Victor Odom Jr.

P.O.Box 572, North SC, 29112

803.247.5614 vlodom2@tds.net

Texas Jimmy Ray Odom

1132 ACR 385, Palestine, TX, 75801

903.729.7251 kodom@etbroadband.net

The NOA News is published quarterly by the National 

Odom Assembly, August, November, February, May. 

Information in this publication is of  interest to those 

people doing genealogical research on the names 

Odom, Odum, Odam, Oldham, etc. Assistance is 

offered and research as well as fellowship is shared.
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Membership Application
2010-2011

Name:____________________________________________________   Circle one:    New      Renewal

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________

City:______________________________________________  ST: _________  Zip:  _______________

Phone:  (____)___________  Fax _______________  Email:  ___________________________________

My earliest Odom ancestor:  _____________________________________________________________
Please include any birth/death dates and locations for ancestors. Attach an ancestor sheet if  possible.

I WANT TO RECEIVE MY NEWSLETTER: ONLINE (email notification)______  SNAIL MAIL ______

Make your checks payable to the National Odom Assembly. Mail your check for $25 to Glenn Blackburn: 
1856 Putnam Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006. Payment of  your dues entitles you to the NOA Newsletter, 

publication of  queries and your family line, entry into the members only section of  the website            
http://odomassembly.us/contact/contact.htm. Address membership inquiries to the above or to 

TPBGEN@aol.com. The NOA fiscal year is from 1 August to 31 July. 

Thank you for your prompt renewal, it will save us reminding you. 

NOA News
PO Box 413
Seeley Lake MT 59868
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