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Cheryl Move for every new member you bring in, 
50% of your dues are covered…. 2nd by Paula 

Tucker – All in favor – No opposed

                          HELP US - HELP YOURSELF

I have always admired those 
individuals that don’t get 
stuck. That don’t symbolically 
climb back into bed and pull 
the covers over their head, 
sure that their troubles will 
just disappear. 

Unfortunately, I do either, 
climb back into that mental 
bed and cover my head, or I 
make the list and try and 
cross off the quick tasks 
trying to make time for the 
big ones or the ones closest 
to my heart, that I want to do 
my best with. That is where I 
h a v e b e e n w i t h t h i s 
newsletter. 

First it was the bathroom 
remodel, then the Youth for 
Christ Triathlon, then my 
husbands birthday party, 
then, then, then, then I was 
too late for the regular 
August issue and here I am 

z Life, Guilt and Big Girl Pantiesz
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NOA  Website www.odomassembly.us
running late on the November issue. All 
because I really wanted to have time to 
devote to this project that I love. To not short 
change the organization. 

SO………….. I PUT ON MY BIG GIRL 
PA N T I E S a n d a m a s k i n g f o r y o u r 
understanding and although it is the 
Christmas season, forgiveness may be a little 
much.So having confessed to all of you, let’s 
move on with what is really important. 

NOA 2014 was a great time. I still chuckle 
over our antics on occasion and the 
wonderful hospitality of the Ozarks was great. 
My sister and I arrived a few days early to 
look around and see the sites and here is 
what we noticed:

1. Everyone mows on Monday. All of 
the lawns in our circle of northern Arkansas 
were exactly the same height, and boy do 
they have lawns, acres and acres of lawns. 
So beautiful.

2. All the roads are on top of ridges. 
Every place we drove we saw boats, kayaks, 
canoes and stand up paddle boards on 
trailers, but never unless crossing it, did we 
see water. One cute girl told us to come back 
in the fall when the trees were bare and we 
would be amazed. It is definitely on our 
bucket list.

3. The people were invisible. In all the 
miles we drove (about 350), outside of the 
towns and cities, we maybe saw 100 cars in 
three days. Have no idea where the people 
were, but it was great for taking pictures, just 
stop in the road, point and shoot. 

Arkansas was a tremendous surprise for the 
beauty (going back in the fall to see the trees 
turn), hospitality and food. Those who 

couldn’t make it missed out on a wonderful 
time.

HIGH POINTS OF THE GATHERING 

(since we are of different direct lineages, I 
love the irish/scot’s term of gathering)

1. Of course the high point is always seeing 
everyone and meeting the new people. 
That is what we are all about, family 
connections and breaking bread together.

2. The presentations this year were different 
and brought a lot of discussion. Let’s see 
if others are holding on to their resolutions 
to gather and transcribe their family 
stories over the Holiday seasons.

3. The group that got together and is going 
to be working on the indexing of all the 
documents in our archives. We have quite 
a large amount of historical material, and 
no way for anyone to use it, except by 
opening each document and seeing who 
is listed and what information is contains. 
This group is going to take each 
document one by one, and make a list of 
the names and we are going to create an 
index that members can access to assist 
in their research. Ideally the index will also 
contain the type of information, just like 
the library, but we are going to start with 
the names. As our family has a tendency 
to use the same names over and over, it 
was discussed to add the year of the 
document, or try and determine which 
John it was. It will be a long term project 
and I am sure we will approach it from 
several angles before we finally settle on 
the best method for our index.

http://www.odomasswmbly.us
http://www.odomasswmbly.us
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4. The new people that stepped up to the plate and served on committees, shared their 
opinions and views and were working to keep the organization alive and vital. 

✤ In particular was was Michelle Odom Creacy, daughter of Tom Odom. She has created     
for us, some new updated logos that we all need to vote on. This logo will be on 
Facebook and we can use it on the website as well as in any mailings we do. This 
would help us with our brand identity. Voting is pretty simple, send and email to me at 
soultions11@mac.com, drop me a note at PO Box 413, Seeley Lake MT 59868 or go on 
Facebook and have an opinion. So vote once for your favorite version. v.1, v.2, v.3, v.4, 
v.5 or v.6 by January 31, 3015. Whether 5 or 50 vote, we will soon have a new logo. 

✤ Along that same line is our young member, Alex Odom, grand son of John and Raynell 
Odom of South Carolina, who has stepped up to be the co-host for the 2016 meeting in 
Eufala Alabama, location of the original gathering.

✤ Then there is the Powell brothers, helping out with questions of lifetime membership 
and dues.

mailto:soultions11@mac.com
mailto:soultions11@mac.com


Page !4

FROM FLORIDA…..

The resolution at the top of my list for 2015 is to organize the genealogy materials on all 
the families we're researching. There are many legal documents obtained from the 
Hawkinsville, Pulaski County, GA concerning properties owned by Archibald Odom that 
need to be transcribed. The sheer volume of them scares me off.

Charlie and I are well. We are full-time Florida residents again. Charlie continues to golf 
a couple of times a week. We look forward to receiving the NOA News and keeping up 
with all our Odom friends. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. May all your 
resolutions be completed!

Jeanne and Charlie Odom, Clermont, Florida

LUTTMER FAMILY NEWS 
Jennifer Luttmer, daughter-n-law of NOA members Albert and Henrietta Luttmer, of Sallisaw, 
Oklahoma has been named the 2014-2015 Sallisaw Teacher of the Year.  At a recent 
announcement, she has 
been notified that she 
is among the top 12 
finalists for the 
Oklahoma Teacher of 
the Year.  The 
Oklahoma Teacher of 
the Year will be 
announced at the 
Oklahoma State Fair in 
September.  Jennifer is 
married to Robert 
Austin Luttmer, who 
won the youngest NOA 
member in attendance 
at the Austin Texas 
reunion.  Robert and 
Jennifer are the proud 
parents of Jacob 

State Reports
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ODOMS ODOMS and more ODOMS 

Hello there all, here is a photo of our Odom reunion in Southern Indiana!
Ray Odom!

From Alabama……  
The weather is beautiful in Alabama. We have been in the 70's for awhile but have had two 
cooler days this week. People are busyChristmas shopping and gearing up for the holidays. 
What a great time to be thankful for our blessings. For those who have lost loved ones it will be 
hard during this holiday season. 
    I am still searching Ancestry and other sites for any small tidbit related to my Odom family. 
Once one finds the initial information it is sometimes difficult to find more. My great great 
grandfatherBenjamin Odom settled in Richton, Mississippi. Grandpa Benjamin had three wives 
and 21 children. Only one wife is known.  GrandpaBenjamin made his living as a moneylender. 
It is interesting to sometimes see certain traits of our ancestors passed down through the 
generations. I know of several who are descended from Benjamin who are really good with 
financial matters. May we each meet with success in the new year both in genealogy and life. 
Larry J. Odom 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL NOA 
FAMILY  AND FRIENDS 
  
The big news from the Blackburn 
family in Oklahoma is "Glenn is home 
from the hospital and physical rehab 
at last".  As most of you know Glenn 
was in the hospital or physical rehab 
for 3 1/2 months as a result of many 
health issues at the same time, (2 
heart stints, bladder bacteria, kidney 
infection, gall bladder went wrong and 
a fractured hip).  It is so good to have 
Glenn home and now on Dec. 16th we 
start cardiovascular rehab.  Of course 
he is not driving yet that is why I refer 
to the word "we" .......where he goes 
we both go. 
  
Yes, all this hospital activity has kept 
us busy but I promise I have not 
forgotten my  duties as NOA Co-
Treasure and we do have some new 
members plus most members have 
been wonderful about getting their 
renewals taken care of.  Now, 
hopefully really soon, I can get my 
updated membership list in the mail. 
  
We thank you so very much for your 
calls, cards and prayers during our 
most recent health issues.  You were 
always a bright spot in our days.  Your 
c a r d s a n d c a l l s w e r e m o s t 
encouraging and we knew you were 
out there pulling for us. 
  
Now to you our NOA family; we wish 
you a very Merry Christmas and a 
Blessed and Healthy New Year. 

  
Looking forward to seeing you in July 
2015 at the greater Outter Banks in 
North Carolina for our NOA Reunion. 
  
With Hugs and Best Wishes to Each 
of You, 
  
Glenn & Thelma Pope Blackburn 
NOA Treasurer 
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From Thelma of Oklahoma: 
Had to take Glenn to the ER this 
morning (Thur) due to chest and leg 
pains plus nausea, yes he had a 99% 
coronary blockage,, an 80 % blockage 
and another 80 % blockage.  They did 
a stint on the 99% and felt due to his 
kidney infection and bladder bacteria 
they should not use enough of the dye 
to do more all at one time.  So next 
Thur. they will put a stint in the 80 % 
blockage.  I guess the gall bladder 
stone surgery may have to be 
postponed for a while.  We will see.  
For about 3 weeks we could hardly 
hear him when he was talking and had 
"NO" appetite and no color.  Tonight, 
his voice is doing much better, color is 
coming back from 3 weeks ago and 
hopefully he will start eating again.  He 
has lost a lot of weight and was looking 
very weak.  Hopefully, tomorrow 
(Friday) he will be doing a lot better. 

From South Carolina…. 

Hello from South Carolina......Not a lot 
happening here other than the hot hot 
weather. The heat index here in the low 
country has been consistently in the triple 
digits. 

We really enjoyed this year's reunion in 
Russleville. So much to see and do but 
not enough time. Our selection of this 
year's officers  is great and I see a strong 
year for us. Congratulations!!!!! The 

programs were really good and I learned 
alot. 

We really missed those who couldn't 
make it this year. Jimmy our prayers are 
for you and your wife.  See you in Outer 
Banks I am sure. 

Only problem we had other than distance 
was the road from Memphis was 
aggravating. The pains of progress I 
guess. 

Love and prayers for all. South Carolina 

From Emma in the Ozarks….

I have been told over the years of my life 
to always try to do the best we can at 
whatever job that we are ask to do. As I 
think about being a repersentative for the 
state I live in I feel I should do my best to 
tell as many wonderful things as I can 
about Arkkansas.

We were made fun of for making plans to 
move to Arkansas back in 1948. But we 
never regreated our decision . I have a 
love for Texas that I will always have but I 
am HOME in Arkansas. It was here in 
Arkansas that we applies the hard times 
we had grew up in living on farms that 
got blown away during the dust storms 
and depression years of the 1930s. It was 
here in Arkansas that we learned what it 
meant to be commited to some one you 
loved when you didn't have a nickel to 
buy a coke with. It was here in Arkansas 
that we learned how to make a 
garden,set out tomotoes,plant potatoes. 
What a blessing those potatoes were. 
R.D. peddled them in town for three 
dollars  a hundred lbs. We did not find 
living in the backwoods of Arkansas near 
as bad as living through sand storms and
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oil fields.I think our state is well know for 
rocks. So farming here is not like Texas it 
takes a lot of hard work to even make a 
garden.  But I believed we had already 
learned our lessons on Hard Knocks 
before we came to Arkansas. We loved it 
so we stayed .

Than we heard about a group of 
Odoms meeting in Alabama.On the spur 
of the moment we decided to go.  It 
was good for us as we were ready for our 
retirement years.  So we got involved 
doing things, going places making friends 
with Odoms from everywhere.   

N O A was back in Arkansas for the third 
time this year. The ladies and their 
families that worked so hard to get it all 
togather done a prefect job. My family 
would like to send a special thanks to all 
of you.

The banquet food was wonderful  ,the 
price was right and there was plenty for a 
second helping.   Than came our ouction 
which  is always so much fun. It helps 
with extra expenses that always pop up. I 
am always left with a sad lonely feeling 
as  this is one of our last gatherings 
except our Sunday Morning Devotion 
service before we leave to go home. But I 
have always been thankful that our 
National Odom Assembly has taken time 
to honor God as well as our country and 
our ODOM FAMILY.  Thanks Paula 
for blessing all of us with the extra things 
you do.

Now to another subject that we need to 
work on. I was ask to  join several others 
t o t a l k a b o u t w o r k i n g o n o u r 
membership list. It may be that we need 
to let it be known that we do other things 
beside research. It seems that we are 
known as just Researchers.  Everybody 
with the Odom name may not like to dig 

through dusty records at a courthouse, 
spend time walking across a cemetery or 
reading family history to see if Richard or 
Shadrach fought in some war once upon 
a time. I have a few ideas that I plan to 
work on to see what I can do for 
Arkansas.

O n e i d e a w e d i s c u s s e d i n o u r 
membership meeting was to give gifts of 
Memberships to  fr iends or family 
members and get  our membership free.

Over the years our chi ldren and 
grandchildren have come with us but 
they are not paying members. As we got 
older they went along to drive and be 
there if we needed them. They have 
joined in the fun and fellowship and have 
really become part of our Odom group. 
This year  I had eleven of my family with 
me.

This is the one week-end they set aside 
to take me to our Odom Reunion,so I am 
pleased to make them members of the 
N.O.A. 

One last thought:

Consider the turtle. He makes progress 
only when he sticks his neck out.

 

Lets see what we can do about new 
membership by sharing all the fun and 
fellowship we have at our Reunions.

Emma


Thank you 
Thank you 

ARKANSAS
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Russelville ARkansas 2014

YAHOO, We are here

One of 
the 
best 
mottos 
I have 
seen.

Our webmaster & 
his side kick.

The sisters, our hostesses
Michelle Creacy, the logo gal

One night’s dinner

Another night’s dinner

Powell brothers and Peggy

Chaplin Paula 
Secretary Natalie 
Treasurers Thelma & Glenn

Alex with John & Raynell



Page !10

Potts Inn and their 
spectacular sunflowers

Geneal meeting with 
President Cheryl 

Thompson and the reps

Vice President Peggy 
Coriasco’s presentation 
on scrapbooking.

And the 
watermelon 
arrives in style 
and is weighed.. 
Who guessed 
the weight?????

Storytelling our history

The 
ODOM 
cousin 
and his 
music.
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 NATIONAL ODOM ASSEMBLY

GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING

July 19, 2014
9:00 a.m. CDT

Russellville, AR

Housekeeping -    Pages on the Wall – memories of a special 4th of July 
- At 2pm there will be a round table discussion on what to do with the records we have 

(in Breakfast Room)
- Story Telling
- Watermelon contest – 44 lbs (Thank you Cheryl & Laurel, it was delicious)

Ray Odom, SC guessed it on the nose. 
Glenn Blackburn, OK & Tom Odom, AL we only off by 1 – Great Job

- Save Postage – Pay Your Dues Today

A. Call to Order:    

B. Prayer – Paula Tucker

C. Pledge of Allegiance

D. Letter from the Governor of Arkansas – Mike Beebe (copy available)

E. The Minutes of the Previous Board Meeting:

The  minutes  of  the  previous  Board  Meeting,  July  20,  2013  in  Nacogdoches  Texas  were  read  and 
accepted with the correction of Laurel Johnston’s location to Armstrong British Columbia.

Ray Odom of SC Moved to accept the minutes as Corrected, 2nd by Glenn Blackburn, OK.  

F.  New Business

First time attendee Mickey Odom Creacy of Alabama – Tom Odom’s daughter.  

Oldest ancestor is David Odom 1766.

1. State Representative Reports

a. Peggy Coriasco – Illinois (apologize, wasn’t ready for hers, no notes) 

b. Emma Odom – Arkansas.   I’m happy that the NOA is in AR for the 3rd time.  I am one 
of the original members and have been the State Rep for I can’t remember how long, 
but was asked to do it by John Lee Odom.  I Enjoy writing for the newsletter.   We 
need new, younger members to carry on.  It’s all about the family.  I am thankful for 
energy and for little things.  Celebrating 30 years attendance at NOA. 
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c. Paula Tucker – Dublin, California.  I enjoy the newsletter and getting to know people 
through their quips and quotes in addition to the genealogy. I enjoyed the meetings / 
presentations yesterday and getting to know people in person.   I’m working on my 
own family side with my sister & met a relative in TX last year after NOA.    Odom is 
on Dale’s mom’s side.  There are some Odom’s in CA, just not interested in NOA – at 
least those that I’ve met. 

d. Betty Haskett – Indiana.  I can’t rouse much interest. When I do receive contact, I refer 
them to the website & give a blurb about the group. Tracked Cecil Odom’s brother 
who is 100% match.  I’m tracing leads in NC where he’s from.   North East corner of 
AR, cousins & relatives of father and thinks they are still there.   I have asked to put on 
bulletin boards in the area hoping to tap in. 

e. Thelma Blackburn – Oklahoma.  I’m thrilled the Luttmer’s are here. They are part of 
the Oklahoma group and for me, it’s been the highlight of the weekend so far.   I keep 
sending info to the libraries and organizations in OK, It’s like moving mountains.  
They are in their own groups and seem to just want to stay there.  I do the same thing 
in NC, I can’t get them to join either.  I can get help to clean cemeteries in the area, but 
not join NOA. 

f. John Odom – South Carolina.  It was slow this year due to medical problems.  My 
Grandson is my helper and will be going to University of South Carolina to work on 
his medical degree.  NOA has been a help to us.   I have confirmed 2nd cousin Bill.  
Alex is going to try to help recruit younger members.   Ray & Frank are also helping 
SC grow. 

g. Dorothy Odom Bruce – Texas – Temp Rep…   Jimmy Ray spends hours and hours on 
the telephone trying to get members to re-join.  Former members are another place to 
go to recruit for membership, as well as finding new ones.  Hope to get the young ones 
here today involved. 

2. Officer Reports

a. Webmaster – Bill Odom.   Site is still up.  It is the same configuration as last year.  
Newsletter section is still public.  Member Only Section is 8GB and has a lot storage 
space to put records in there.    There are about 65 Facebook members.   The hosts of 
2014 AR were posting info & pictures daily about AR and have been posting/
recapping the event so far this year. 

 Dorothy Bruce commented that she finally joined FB and the info and contacts 
are really good. 

 Mike Haskett said he contacted Lynn Odom via FB and that they are going to San 
Antonia to see her (& maybe find out about Victor J.)

b. Editor – Cheryl Thompson.    President – Pro Tem.   I put in the newsletter what people 
send and share as important.  Pictures and notes, I add if really important.  The last 
newsletter had the least amount of stuff, (Questions – Information – Poems - if don’t 
break any copy rights).   I mail 50% to libraries and 50% to
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  members.  I print 150 copies (mail 75 – libraries 65 – balance to Thelma for new 
members & a small stack to Jimmy Ray).    If the State Rep wants some to mail, just 
ask & I will include stamps.  We currently e-mail 100+ with a link to download.  
Mailed copies are in black & white, while e-mailed copies & on the website it is in 
color. 

 Please make sure that you let us know if you have a Change of Address (physical or e-
mail) or if you have any information that we need to update in the system. 

3. Committee Reports – First want to thank all the committee members & the people that stepped 
up to the plate this year.

a. Membership – Laurel Johnston – CA 
Emma Odom, Thelma Blackburn, Bill Powell, Natalie Tucker & herself 

1. Odom, Odum, Odem, Oldham – no matter how is spelled, it’s Family.      
2.  Calls  People who are interested in genealogy will find their way to NOA.  

People interested in current family members (living) may eventually become 
interested.  

3. Send flyers to Chamber of Commerce & Visitor Centers, especially in Odom 
dense areas.

4. Continue doing the mail-outs, adding pictures of us having fun will help attract 
people. Adding links of some of the reunions and what we did.

5. Facebook – check it out.  Send a friend a request from our FB site. 
6. Youth – getting them here – when go to a new place each year, send to high 

schools/colleges and have them post on board or in news papers.
7. Advertise in the area
8. Scholarships to members in the area. $500 or $1,000 (might need a committee 

set up for this – need further discussion)
8. Fabulous going to new places. Check out somewhere like Nashville
9. People that are doing this – Good Job - Continue

Discussion – - Bill Bruce – Logo – More info
- Mickey (Tom’s daughter) regarding design of the FB Banner, add 
the name.
- Posters at Universities and Colleges in the area of the upcoming 
region – put them up in May to see if interest is there. (Posters just 
might get the name out there)
- Jimmy NC – 100 counties in NC – county records.  Send flyer to 
everyone named ODOM in that county.   County tax records.  - Flyer 
can be changed to include Reunion Dates.
- Gather as a small group to discuss next year’s event.  Betty Haskett 
will show what she sends.
- New Graphics – New Literature
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b. Finance Committee – Ray Odom - SC
1. Committee included Dorothy Bruce, Glenn Blackburn and himself.
2. Gained a little from last year.  Moving forward should stay about the same

Started $8,097 & was at $8,545 at the end of the year
3. If anyone wants to do a mailing, we’ll pay the postage.
4. From the Executive Board Meeting – 2 suggestions

1st suggestion. If bring in a new member, your dues are cut by 50%  (if bring in 
2 members, yours is Free)

Cheryl  Move for every  new member you bring in,  50% of  your dues  are 
covered…. 2nd by Paula Tucker – All in favor – No opposed

Add to membership form.
2nd suggestion.  Lifetime Membership… (no $ amount created).  If there was a 

thought to discuss, then we can come up with a figure concept.
Raynelle – historical society does this and has different options and depending on 

your age, could be a little less.
Ray – As former member of membership committee, it has come up, and always 

died in committee before coming any further.
Frank – If not based on age, could be a problem down the road.
Linda – some people will pay and keep coming
Cheryl  –  Basic  lifetime –  Senior  pricing  –  keeping  Members.    Basically,  the 

money is to send newsletter & pay for website.   Main reason we want people to 
join is to gather their info.  The moment they are not a member, we don’t get 
their info.

Ray Moved to have a committee to work on this for recommendation
Motion Failed

Laurel Moved to find out if we even want to have a lifetime membership. 
2nd Dan.   Shall NOA have a lifetime membership?

Discussion – - Bill Bruce – Reduce for paying lump sum (i.e. 5 or 10 years)
-  Paula – How will this effect budget?
-  David Garrett – Inflation? Postage goes up

Laurel withdrawal previous motion.  Amend motion – Committee to discuss 
lifetime or lump sum?

Lifetime Concept?

 Discussion – - Dorothy  – Dues paying members?
-  Bill Bruce - $200-$250
-  Finances stay about the same

Expenses 4 newsletters $2000
Reunion expenses $1000
Recognition Pins   $500
Website Renewal?        ?
We are self sustaining
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Laurel  Motioned  Interested  in  exploring  options  of  Lifetime  or  Discount 
membership.  2nd Bill Powell.   24 in Favor–2 Opposed (Frank & David)

Committee should be 3 from the Finance Committee + choose others.

c.Site Committee – Alex Odom – SC
       Frank, Bill Bruce, Sherry Odom and himself
1. 2015 will be Hosted by Jimmy Odom & his brother Fountain Odom

In the Outer Banks of North Carolina
2. Durl & Pam Odom have suggested Eufaula Alabama for 2016

They really want to do it.
Ray Moved that we go to Eufaula AL in 2016…. 2nd by Alex Odom – All in 

favor – No opposed
Jimmy Odom – NC
      Read a letter from Fountain Odom to the Officers (copy available)
Manteo, NC.  1st Settlers 1584 from England.
Closest Airports 

Norfolk, VA - 1 ½ hour drive
Raleigh, NC – 3 hour drive

Series of islands – Beautiful
Lighthouse – 3 right in the outer banks – 2 can take a ferry to
Mothervine (Muscadine Vine)
Please put Fountain down as the Rep for NC (per letter)

Discussion –  David – Accommodations?
-  Jimmy – Trying to get something in $100-$110 range
-  Peggy Hartsell – Bridges or Tunnels?

d. Nominating Committee – Dan Powell
Those we have nominated

1. President – Cheryl Thompson & Larry Odom
2. 1st VP – Peggy Coriasco & Jimmy Ray Odom
3. Secretary – Natalie Tucker & Dorothy Bruce
4. Treasurer – Glenn & Thelma Blackburn & Dorothy Bruce

  Do these people accept or do we need ballots?
Bill (FL) spoke with Larry casually and he is not really reception at this time.

New Nominations so no ballots are needed.
1. President – Cheryl Thompson
2. 1st VP – Peggy Coriasco
3. Secretary – Natalie Tucker
4. Treasurer – Glenn & Thelma Blackburn
5. 2nd VP is Jimmy & Fountain Odom of NC
6. 3rd VP is Durl & Pam Odom of FL

Tom Moved to accept the new nominations…. 2nd by Mike Haskett  – All  in 
favor – No opposed
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Discussion – Peggy Coriasco – Why are the dates of the member the way they 
are?   They start after the Reunion through to the next one.

-  Linda – If we do a Lifetime membership, we wouldn’t have to
   worry about that �
- Suggested to have Linda join the membership discussion

       meeting.  Looking for 2-3 people to be on committee.
Ray Odom, Glenn Blackburn & Dorothy Bruce
Plus, Bill Powell & Linda Bell

               Meet at 5pm in the breakfast room.

MEMORIAL SERVICE will directly following this meeting at 11:15am. In this room

Adjournment – 
Laurel Motioned to Adjourn.  2nd by Dan Powell & 3rd by Bill Powell. Adjourned 11:00am
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Genealogy
While family lines are the bones of the body, family memories are the flesh of the body. One of 
the exercises that the Storytelling presentation did, was to write down a memory from the 4th 
of July. The intent was to show that it only takes a few minutes to record a memory, and it can 
last beyond a lifetime. Here are a few of those memories shared.
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Have started gathering a list of all Odoms in this OuterBanks area on the NC 
coast to have the best gathering here, in the land of beginnings, in2015. First 
English child was born here: Virginia Dare in the late 1500’s. So much that folks 
could do, see and experience.  
Fountain Odom.  

Outer Banks Island Group in North Carolina. The Outer Banks is a 200-mile long 
string of narrow barrier islands off the coast of North Carolina and a small portion 
of Virginia, beginning in the southeastern corner of Virginia Beach on the east 

coast of the United States. 

 Population: 57,755 (2009)    

 Islands: Hatteras Island,                                                              
 Ocracoke, Roanoke Island,      
 Bodie Island    

The Wright brothers' first flight in a 
controlled, powered, heavier-than-air 
vehicle took place on the Outer 
B a n k s o n 
December 
17, 1903, at 
K i l l D e v i l 

Hills near the seafront town of Kitty Hawk.[2] The Wright 
Brothers National Monument commemorates the historic 
flights, and First Flight Airport is a small, general-
aviation airfield located there.

July 16-19, 2015 
Outer Banks 

North Carolina 

Host: 
Fountain   

& Jimmy ODOM 
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The gathering of  Helen Odum Harrell's relatives in Marshall, TX recently was well attended. Helen 
and her sister Liz hosted the Texas Odum's and we met kinfolks for the first time. Ralph Odum from 
Avinger, TX, and his son Shawn. The two young boys are Jerrico, 5 years, and Kent Aaron 7, were a 
delight to meet. Kent's father, Shawn said that Kent's middle name was from Elvis Aaron Presley. We 
hope to hear more about the Odom family in the newsletter.

Dear Ancestor 
Your tombstone stands among the rest, Neglected and alone 

The name and date are chiseled out on polished marbled stone. 
It reaches out to tell all who care it is to late to mourn. 
You did not know that I exist you died and I was born 

Yet each of  us are cells of  you in flesh, in blood, in bone. 
Our blood contracts and beats a plus entirely not our own. 
Dear Ancestor the place you filled one hundred years ago,  

Spread out among the ones you left who would have loved you so. 
I wonder if  you lived and loved, I wonder if  you knew,  

That some day I would find this spot, and come to visit you. 
	 	 	 	 	 author unknown 
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2013-2014 NOA Board Members
President Pro Tem 
Cheryl Odom Thompson 
P.O. Box 413, Seeley Lake, MT 59868 
406.677.2309  solutions@blackfoot.net 
1st Vice President  
Peggy Coriasco 
p.coriasco@yahoo.co 
2rd Vice President - Hosts 2015 
Fountain Odom 
P. O. Box 1631,Q.Manteo, NC27954 
704-905-5155 fountain@mecklaw.com 
Treasurer 
Thelma & Glenn Blackburn 
1856 Putnam Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006 
918.333.7902  TPBGEN@aol.com 
Secretary 
Natalie Tucker 
8372 Lucania St, Dublin CA 94568-1519 
(925) 828-1345 natalietucker1@yahoo.com 
News Editor 
Cheryl Odom Thompson 
P.O. Box 413, Seeley Lake, MT 59868 
406.677.2309  solutions@blackfoot.net 
Data Editors 
Bill Bruce 
13123 Roaring Springs, Dallas, TX 75240 
792.938.1103  wtbruce@swbell.net 
Kathy Odom 
1132 ACR 385, Palestine, TX, 75801 
903.729.7251claraodom0524@centurylink.net 

Chaplin 
Paula Tucker 
8372 Lucania St, Dublin CA 94568-1519 
(925) 828-1345  tuckerd1@comcast.net 

Website 
Bill Odom 
2797 Pembroke Rd, Melborne, FL 32935-2436 
www.odomassembly.us 

State Reps 
Alabama Larry J Odom.  
4750 Britton Lige Rd, Millry AL 36558 
251.846.2171  odoms4749@millry.net 
Arkansas  Emma Cox Odom  
602 N. Centennial Ave,West Fork, AK 72774 
479.839.2551  eodom1@cox.net 
California  Paula Tucker 
8372 Lucania St, Dublin CA 94568-1519 
(925) 828-1345  tuckerd1@comcast.net 
Florida  Charles Odom 
2405 Twickingham Ct, Clermont, FL 34711 
352.243.3342  odomjeanne@gmail.com 
Georgia Harry Odom 
215 Brighton Woods Dr, Apt 3110, Pooler GA 31322 
912-988-1712 
Indiana  Betty Odom Haskett 
1337 Ridgedale Rd, Richmond, IN 47374 
765.935.7516  mikenbetty@aol.com 
Kentucky  Kent Preston 
36 Preston-Cates Rd, Serbee, KY 42455 
270.884.3411 klpreston@att.net 
Louisiana  Dot Wise Wirth 
9524 W. Pomona Dr, Baton Rouge, LA 70815 
225.925.8878 dwisewirth@aol.com 
Mississippi  Deanna Shows 
89 Freeman Rd. Petal,  MS 39465 
601.520.3228 showsfd@aol.com 
North Carolina  

Oklahoma  Thelma & Glenn Blackburn 
1856 Putnam Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006 
918.333.7902  TPBGEN@aol.com 
South Carolina  John Henry Odom Jr. 
224 Geechie Club Lane, Cottageville SC, 29435 
843.835.2261 john62@lowcountry.com 
Texas Jimmy Ray Odom 
1132 ACR 385, Palestine, TX, 75801 
903.729.7251 claraodom0524@centurylink.net 
Tennessee   Need a volunteer 

The NOA News is published quarterly by the National Odom Assembly, August, November, February, May. 
Information in this publication is of  interest to those people doing genealogical research on the names Odom, Odum, 
Odam, Oldham, etc. Assistance is offered and research as well as fellowship is shared.
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Membership Application 
2014-15 

Name:____________________________________________________   Circle one:    New      Renewal 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

City:______________________________________________  ST: _________  Zip:  _______________ 

Phone:  (____)___________  Fax _______________  Email:  ___________________________________ 

My earliest Odom ancestor:  _____________________________________________________________ 
Please include any birth/death dates and locations for ancestors. Attach an ancestor sheet if  possible. 

I WANT TO RECEIVE MY NEWSLETTER: ONLINE (email notification)______  SNAIL MAIL ______ 

Make your checks payable to the National Odom Assembly. Mail your check for $25 to Glenn Blackburn: 
1856 Putnam Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006. Payment of  your dues entitles you to the NOA Newsletter, 

publication of  queries and your family line, entry into the members only section of  the website            
http://odomassembly.us/contact/contact.htm. Address membership inquiries to the above or to 

TPBGEN@aol.com. The NOA fiscal year is from 1 August to 31 July.  
For every NEW member you bring in, 50% of your dues are covered…. 
be sure to make notes on both membership applications.

NOA News 
PO Box 413 
Seeley Lake MT 59868
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