
Page ! 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	       Monday, August 31, 20151

Reminder: It is 
time to pay our 
annual dues. $25 
per family, the form 
in on the last page.  

Please be sure to 
share any changes to 
your address, phone 
number or email 
address from prior 
years.               

Thank you, 
Glenn 
and 
Thelma 

    Well we have returned 
from the land of the “Lost 
Colony”. We live in such an 
amazing country and we so 
often lose sight of the 
amount of history there is 
everywhere. 

So often we get hung 
up with our genealogy time 
periods, but wow, there is 
so much out there. 

The Outer Banks of 
North Carolina is home to 
many unique stories, the first 
English colony, the first 
English child born, the loss 

of the first colony (what 
h a p p e n e d i s j u s t a 
speculation), the first version 
of the Coast Guard, the first 

“OBX” the outer banks of 
North Carolina  
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NOA  Website www.odomassembly.us 
Assembly Business

motorized heavier than air flight, and the 
tallest light house in the US.

The Outer Banks are a series of 
barrier islands that stretch nearly 200 miles 
along the coast of North Carolina. The 
shifting winds and wave action continually 
changes the shape and coast of these 
islands. To help stabilize the coast line, a 
series of posts and fencing have been 
constructed to catch the sand. 

Once home to pirates, the Outer 
Banks is now a haven for vacationers to the 
coast. With long white sand beaches, and so 
much to do it is a very busy place.

Our NOA group was small this year, 
but we worked hard on plans to make next 
year both a place for those coming for the 
social aspects and a genealogy workplace. 
So watch out for Eufaula Alabama next year. 
If you have something that you want do or 
see, please share it with us. 

So what you missed………………….
Genealogical Ah Ha moments.
Fort Raleigh, the first fort built in 
the United States, the home of the 
Lost Colony. 
Visit to the Archives and a seminar 
on researching.
Elizabethan Garden for lunch and 
viewing.
R e v i e w i n g l o c a l h i s t o r i c a l 
information.
Island Farm for dinner and a tour 
for this historic farm.
Talking about relationships
Banquet and auction.
The first Odom listed
Light houses.
Changing of the logo
Seafood, seafood, seafood.

Life time memberships
Beaches
Facebook
and more and more.

See you next year in Eufaula, Alabama.

Cheryl Thompson, President

NEW MEMBERS

Joseph Odom

250 Shady Oaks Circle

Lake Mary, FL  32746

Postal / Zip Code:

joe.odom@earthlink.net


My earliest Odom ancestor

Benjamin Odom


Linda Sue Wetzel Pemberton

1104 Mountain View Drive

Pflugerville, TX  78660

(512) 990-7500

scottymom64@gmail.com

My earliest Odom ancestor

Captain or Pvt Daniel Odom

My ancestor was Captain Daniel Odom who 
served in the American Revolution. Some 
few generations later 4 bros moved to 
Cherokee County near Rusk, TX. My 
grandfather, Charles Franklin Perry, was the 
son of Mary Alice Odom Perry and her 
husband, David Perry. There was a family 
reunion in Rusk, TX on June 7, 1986. In the 
booklet there is a copy of a newsletter called 
the NOA News dated January 1982. Please 
let me know if I'm going in the right direction. 
I would like to connect with the Odom family. 
I 'm a l so pu rsu ing connec t i on and 
membership with DAR.


mailto:joe.odom@earthlink.net
mailto:scottymom64@gmail.com
mailto:joe.odom@earthlink.net
mailto:scottymom64@gmail.com
http://www.odomasswmbly.us
http://www.odomasswmbly.us


Page ! 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	       Monday, August 31, 20153

Emma Cox Odom 
Arkansas News—Ozark 
Mountains' up date for 
May 

  I  know that  we all  agree 
that  there is  no place like 
home.   So it is good to be 
back  in  the  Ozark 
Mountains.    But  I  do 
believe  my time  in  South 
Carolina  was  good.  One 
was  their  winter  was 
nothing  like  Arkansas  winter,  and  we  were 
never house bound because of weather.  

On weekends  we  were  out  looking  through 
antique stores.   For me it was interesting as I 
recognized so many things that I remember in 
my home as a child.  There is a lot to be said 
for the “good old days” both good and bad.  
But as I look through my home I will say I am 
so thankful for my washer and dryer. Because 
I  well  remember  wash  day  as  a  child.    We 
lived in West Texas and if we did not have any 
lye soap on hand mamma used either P and G 
{Procter and Gamble} or crystal white, and of 
course there was the rub board. 

 I also enjoyed talking with Ralph about his 
years in the Marines. Again it made me realize 
how much we owe our service men. It might 
make some interesting reading to print some 
of our Odom service records.  

 Let’s not forget that our Newsletter was setup 
to share our history and genealogy.  As we do 
our  research  most  of  us  can  find  a  man  or 

woman  that  served 
our  country.  I  have 
found  it  very 
interesting  to  put 
together all of R D’s 
service  records.  
There is so much to 
be  found  and  it  is 
history  for  our 
children  and  grand 
children.

My  granddaughter 
Tori came home with me.  She loves Arkansas 
and has made some plans to stay awhile. We 
have  enjoyed  going  to  the  Heritage  Center 
near Winslow, Arkansas.   It is a place where 
displays of all kinds of Arts and Crafts can be 
found. Tori  designs jewelry,  and she will  be 
selling  it  at  the  Heritage  Center.     The one 
display at the Center that caught my eyes is 
the  Observation  Bee  Hive.  It  was  no  secret 
that  R.D.  loved  bees.    They  are  fascinating 
little insects. Many people do not know that 
they are the state insect for Arkansas, and it is 
against the law to kill them.  

  My family has discussed the reunion for this 
year, and we have all agreed it is one that we 
will not be able to make.   We hope to all be 
together closer to home for few days.   To me 
that  can  be  the  best  family  time  for  most 
families. 

 It is time to sign off here I send my love and 
best wishes to all. Remember your “attitude” 
is the best tool you have to stay on top of the 
pile. 

State Reports
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 We can be blessed with everything we need 
or want but a bad attitude will cause us to fall 
off the top of the pile.  So smile, be happy and 
pass it on to someone else.       I would love to 
hear from Arkansas Odoms.
(Editor’s Note: I am so sorry I missed this wonderful letter 
from Emma, so I still included it in this issue.)

Its that time again.  As Reps for our states lets 
be as anxious  to get our news in as we are to 
get  the  NOA  News.    Remember  this-no 
reports ,no news- 
I know that I am one of the OLDER  members 
of the National Odom Assembly. In fact being 
a person that  “keeps” everything I still  have 
the first
News Letter that was sent out by Helen Odom 
Harrell. I also have a copy of the original list 
of members.     Well I will pull myself back to 
today and remind my self that Time Changes 
Everything.  
R.D. and I never got bored are lost interest in 
our  yearly  trip  to  N  O  A  Reunions.      I 
remember how mad I was at him when he told 
me he had    ask  them to  come to  Arkansas.   
We had a few “battles”   over finding a place, 
planning the menu. But It all worked out well 
at Ft. Smith , Arkansas.  Two things stand out 
in my memory about that reunion. That was 
the  last  reunion  that  Amanda    came  too. 
Everyone loved Amanda. The other thing was 
that  a cousin of Henrietta’ was  there with his 
band and had a heart attack.  He died latter at 
hospital. 
I  would like to  say that  I  appreciate  Jimmy 
Ray Odom and Kathy very much.   They are 
also two of the original members at that first 
meeting.    Over the years as we would go to 
Texas we would stop by and visit them.   One 

time we stopped by when Jake was a little boy 
and  Kathy  and  Jake  went  with  us  for  a 
hamburger.  Another  time  we  were  in  Texas 
and R.D.s sister was with us. We stopped in to 
see them and Kathy had a pot of potato soup.  
She invited us to have a bowel.  I guess these 
are  what  would  be  called   “Precious 
Memories”    and  sometimes  I  wonder  if 
anyone cares about the   “bygone days”.   But 
do  we  ever  stop  and  think  about  all  the 
inventions  that  men  and  women  worked  on 
that we enjoy today.  I can recall a few like the 
telephones , cars and many more that we just 
think we can’t live with out.
Here in Arkansas our weather has not been too 
bad. It has been hot in the day time but always 
cools  off  at  night.    There  is  a  tree  across 
the   Hwy    from  my  house  which  I  am 
watching. It is starting to change colors and so 
I know that fall is  the air. Fall is my favorite 
season and I sometimes get out in the cool of 
the morning and take a walk around my yard.  
I just finished reading a book that Sandra Day 
O’Connor  wrote about her life growing up in 
New Mexico. This is her advice:
Do the best you can in every task, no matter 
how unimportant  it may seem at the time. No 
one  learns  more  about  a   problem   than  the 
person at the bottom. 
My thoughts are :
To  be  ignorant  of  what  accrued  before  you 
were born is to remain a child, For what is the 
worth of human life ,unless it is woven into 
the  life  of  our  ancestor's  by  the  records  of 
history? Marcus Tullie'sCicero,106 B.B.    
My new email address.  
(emmaaudell@outlook.com) 
Enjoy the fall days coming up and stay cool 
until they do.       Arkansas Rep: Emma

mailto:emmaaudell@outlook.com
mailto:emmaaudell@outlook.com
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Hello from SOUTH CAROLINA,   

John was in the hospital in March for a 
few days. He had Physical Therapy at 
home for 5 weeks after.  It really helped 
him and he is doing much better. He is 
now able to get out and work in the yard 
some.   

Our grandson, Alex graduated from the 
University of South Carolina "cum laude" 
with a B.S. in Public Health.  He will 
continue his education to become a P. A .  
Alex's middle sister, Katie graduated 
from high school and will be attending 
Columbia College to pursue a teaching 
degree.  His youngest sister, Elaine will 
be entering 11th grade in the Fall.  We 
just had her "Sweet 16 Party".  Their 
cousin, Allison is working as a CNA in 
Columbia, SC and continuing to go to 
college.  She plans to be an Occupational 
Therapist.   

We hope to see everyone in NC if John 
continues to improve.   

John and Raynelle Odom 

 ALABAMA NEWS
    The dog days of summer have arrived 
in southwest Alabama for sure.
Dog days, according to my daddy, were 
the hottest days of summer when
it was persistently hot. Those were the 
days when sores didn't heal as quickly 
and people put off having teeth pulled if 
they could. Will autumn ever get here?
        It was with regret that I missed this 
year's reunion. I did, however, keep up a 

bit on facebook. What a great job the 
North Carolina hosts apparently did this 
year. I know that all of you who attended 
had a great time. I am sincerely looking 
forward to NOA next summer.
     Does one ever get over this genealogy 
bug? It seems that we always find those 
little tidbits that keep us going. If only we 
could see how our great, great, great 
grandparents looked. If only we knew 
what their personality was. If only we 
knew the hardships that some of them 
faced. Just crossing a river was a major 
undertaking. But most of them had to 
cross many rivers. May the sun shine 
upon your face and may all of us have a 
major genealogy discovery this year.

Larry J. Odom

Notes from North Carolina, 
 Since we were a smaller group, 
everyone attended all of the meetings. Here and 
there throughout the newsletters, will be the 
highlights of the meetings. 

1. There was much discussion about how 
to maximize our incredible amount 
knowledge and information as well 
keep it growing. 
1. How should share it with the 

public. 
2. How should we organize it. 
3. How should we make it searchable. 
4. How can we get our members to 

update their research and family 
trees. 

5. How can we get everyone to share 
family photos. 

6. How can we get everyone to share 
their stories. 

7. What else should we be looking at.
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CALIFORNIA  Rep.
Many thanks to Sandy who was so gracious to 
our family group.   And to Fountain, Carmon, 
Jimmy,  Phyllis  and  Little  Jimmy thanks  for 
showing  us  “your  neck  of  the  wood”.    We 
enjoyed the tour of the Elizabethan   Gardens 
and the humidity it provided after such a nice 
lunch.   I would love to see the gardens in the 
Spring  when  the  Dogwood  and  Azalea’s 
bloom.   Oh to  have  dinner  outside  without 
wind was a delight at The Island Farm BBQ.  
It was such a relaxing evening and the be able 
to view the vintage buildings on the farm. 
 
It  was  great  to  meet  new  people  this  year.  
Linda Bell’s cousin Larry, wife Bonnie, with 
their  family,  enjoyed  some  time  with  other 
NOA members. Peggy’s son, daughter in law 
and  granddaughter  Brady  were  a  nice 
addition.   Audrey,  David,  Natalie  and  Dale 
added to our dinner group and we so missed 
our Bob Bell.    Ashley Bell joined us at the 
Island Farm and she had flown in from NY. 
Thanks all for joining us with your families. 
Durl and Pam were back and ready to host the 
Eufaula NOA in 2916. 
 
Natalie  and I  went  to  Ocracoke on Monday 
and left there on Wed.   Had a great time on 
that Island.   Rented a golf cart for six hours 
and tootled around The Village.    Ate several 
types of fish that we have not even heard of.  
Oh,  so  fresh  and  good.    The  Ocracoke 
Lighthouse is  not  open  for  tours.    It  had a 
boardwalk out to the lighthouse and a keepers 
house on the property.  Took the Ferry back to 
the mainland and stayed in Little Washington 
on Wed. Night. Great to see all the old houses 
and  small  towns.  It  was  great  to  see  those 
members  that  were  in  attendance  this  year.  

Boy  did  we  miss  some  people.  Looking 
forward to seeing more people in Eufaula.  
Later, Paula Tucker

Greetings Family!  I have two items 
for your consideration: 

1.  I would like to network with 
anyone having information about 1st 
Lieutenant Eli Odom (1822-1888) 
Darlington, SC that can be verified. 
Looking specifically for his parents, 
siblings, and descendants. 

2.  As the cost of travel rises and 
cremation becomes more prevalent, 
it is sometimes difficult or literally 
impossible to visit the grave sites of 
ancestors.  I am developing a web 
based p la t fo rm that enab les 
genealogists to create a 3D Virtual 
Cemetery by simply uploading a 
GEDCOM file. I would welcome the 
assistance of anyone wishing to help 
me test this application. 

Contact Info:   
marko@blankstudio.net 

Respectfully, 
Mark Odom 

Notes from North Carolina, 
 Since we were a smaller group, everyone 
attended all of the meetings. Here and there throughout 
the newsletters, will be the highlights of the meetings. 

2. The New Logo vs the Old Logo 
1. The new logo was intended for Facebook. 
2. The old logo has tradition. 
3. Issue tabled until 2016

mailto:marko@blankstudio.net
mailto:marko@blankstudio.net
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SWEET HOME ALABAMA IN 2016! 

We’re looking forward to our meeting next year BACK HOME in Eufaula, Alabama at 
Lakepoint State Park Resort where it all started in July 1980!  Mark your calendar now – 
July 14-17, 2016.  The facility was closed several years ago for extensive renovation.  
For those who haven’t been before, Lakepoint is located just 6 miles from historic 
Eufaula. 

We are limited to 25 rooms available in the Lodge for the nights of July 13 – 16:  2 
Queen beds @ $91.00; King @ $98.00; PLUS a $5.00 increase Friday & Saturday nights.  
There are 5 handicap rooms. 

We have 6 cottages available, which are perfect for families, for the nights of July 13 – 
16:  2 – 2 bedrooms @ $127.00; 2 – 3 bedrooms @ $212.00; 2 – 4 bedrooms @ $267.00; 
PLUS a $5.00 increase Friday & Saturday nights. Cottages are a 7-10 minute walk to the 
lodge or you can drive and park.   

To make your reservation, call 334-687-8011 or 800-544-5253, AND please be sure to 
give them our National Odom Assembly Group #2911.  RESERVATIONS WILL NEED TO BE 
MADE NO LATER THAN MAY 14, 2016 – 2 months in advance!!!  All rooms being held for 
NOA will be released after that date.  Note:  There still may be rooms available after 
that time, but there will be no guarantee.   

If you would like more information about Lakepoint State Park Resort Lodge and 
Cottages, please visit their website – www.alapark.com/lakepointresort. 

http://www.alapark.com/lakepointresort
http://www.alapark.com/lakepointresort
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There are several hotels in town for overflow - Quality Inn (on the river), Baymont 
Inn & Sites, Super 8, Days Inn, Comfort Suites (farthest away), Econo Lodge 
(closest). 

Travel to Eufaula is pretty direct on main roads.  Distance from airports: Dothan, 
AL – 50 minutes; Montgomery, AL – 1 ½ hours; Atlanta, GA – 2 hours; Panama City 
Beach, FL – 2 1/2 hours; Birmingham, AL – 2 hours 50 minutes. 

For those who RV, the Lakepoint State Resort Park campground is located 2 miles 
from the lodge.  Please contact them for more information and reservations – 
334-687-6026; www.alapark.com/lakepoint-state-park-camping. 

We are working on the agenda and will have more information in the months to 
come.  Look for updates throughout the year on our web page and Facebook 
group, in the newsletter and via email. 

Eufaula has a lot of history, shopping and several award winning restaurants.  It 
should be fun – y’all come! 

Pam & Durl

Eufaula, AL
J u l y  1 4 - 1 7 ,  2 0 1 5

http://www.alapark.com/lakepoint-state-park-camping
http://www.alapark.com/lakepoint-state-park-camping
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Durl Odom 
o f 
DeFuniak 
S p r i n g s , 
F l o r i d a , 
who is a 
long-t ime 
member of 
the NOA, 
p a s t 
p r e s iden t 
a n d 
upcoming 
host of the 
2 0 1 6 
reunion, just retired for the second time (he 
first retired in 2003). 

As many of you know, Durl is an ordained 
minister, and he recently completed 50 years 
of service to numerous congregations in the 
Southeast. He was ordained August 21, 1965 
and started and ended his ministerial career 
in Red Bay, Florida, which also happens to 
be his birthplace. He preached his last 

sermon on August 23rd, and on August 30th 

the Red Bay Presbyterian Church held a 
worship/celebration service in his honor. 

“Well done good and faithful servant.”  
Matt. 25:21 

Photos of NOA GatheringsI’m planning several “presentations” for the NOA gathering in Eufaula, and need YOUR help.Please send me your pictures of NOA members.  I’m looking especially for the following:1) People doing Unusual Things;2) People dressed In Crazy Garb;3) Youngest Person in Attendance;4) Oldest Person in Attendance;5) Annual Group Photos. (Would love to have group shot of every gathering...)Please identify, if possible, and date/place photo was taken..JPG format best, but I’ll take them all.Send to dodom@panhandle.rr.comThanks for your help.Expect to see your photo on the big screen!!!  
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The 1930's -Years of Droughts, 
Dust Storms and Depression. 

 By Emma Cox Odom

I was a child when all of these things 
were happening.  But as a child I did not 
realize how serious that it was. We were 
just plain country folks that had always 
lived on a ranch or farm.  I was born at 
home on a farm where our family lived in 
Mitchell County, Texas. From Mitchell 
County we moved on out as far as 
Andrews County and this was really 
miles and miles of open prairie land.  

Some of you may have read or seen 
movies about how the rancher fought the 
farm family that kept moving in plowing 
up the prairie land.  If you have ever lived 
on a ranch somewhere you know how 
important it is for grazing the cattle.  So 
they used many ways to try to keep 
farmers from moving in and plowing up 
the prairie land. 

The wind was always blowing in West 
Texas. At this time we were living at a 
place called Shafter Lake. Daddy was 
working on the Erwin Ranch. He was 
used for different jobs. When they had 
roundup so they could brand the cattle 
he drove the Chuck Wagon and done the 
campfire cooking for the workers. He 
also drove the Chuck Wagon when they 
drove the cattle to the nearest town 
where there was a train that took them to 
market. 

 I do not remember any sand storms as 
long as we lived in the prairie lands. But 
when we got back where there was 
farmers plowing up their fields in the 
spring and summer we could expect to 

have some sand when the wind would 
blow hard. I would hear conversation 
about sandy land farms, so it sounded 
like that was good. I somehow connected 
it all with the fact that the wind did blow, 
most of the time.   

I know that we got a Weekly Newspaper 
called Kansas City Star, also another 
paper called Cappers Weekly.  I am sure 
it had news of things that would have 
been going on across the country. 

Since my dad was a tenant farmer it was 
not unusual for us to move to a different 
farm. By 1933 we had moved again. By 
this time because of the lack of rain the 
draught was starting to effect farmers in 
many parts of the country.  We were in 
Gaines County, Texas.  There we had 
plenty of field land and also some for 
grazing pasture for the horses and cows.   
But here was where we started seeing 
dust clouds as they moved in on us. 
These dust clouds were not like the 
whirlwinds that seen to start from a gust 
of wind and would go whirling along 
gathering sand or tumbling weeds or 
anything that was near it.  

I am sure that mamma and daddy were 
concerned about the draught because 
the crops were the only source of income 
they had. Not understanding it than but 
looking back I know it had to be a very 
bad time for them.  We watched more 
than one Dust Storm miles away as they 
darken the sky, moved toward as us we 
worked in the field. The wind did not 
seem to be blowing but the cloud of dark 
dust was creeping toward us. We soon 
would leave the field and go to the 
house. It was dangers to get caught in 
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these dust clouds as you could lose your 
directions as well as choke to death 
trying to keep breathing. It could be 
compared to smoke if you are in or near 
a big fire like a prairie or a thick wooded 
area. At the house we sometimes hung 
quilts over the windows to try to keep 
the dust from seeping in around the 
window. There were very few well-built 
tenant houses, very few Landlords that 
cared if the tenant had a good house or 
not. I can remember two nice houses we 
lived in, but usually if they had to be 
repaired you took care of it yourself. The 
one we were living in got a lot of 
repairing with mamma and daddy doing 
the work.   

The quilts over the windows made the 
house dark so the oil lamps were lit and 
left on the dining table.  Daddy would 
get the horses and milk cows in a big lot 
near the house to keep them safe. 

The dust storms might be compared to 
snow storms that could keep people 
house bound for days at a time.  One 
thing about the dust it kept moving, 
leaving some signs that it had been 
there but it did not pile up like snow on 
your door step. The good thing about 
them they did move on, but the bad side 
of that was they were taking the good 
farm land and leaving fields with no soil 
to plant a crop on. Of course, since the 
lack of rain had cause a serious draught 
that was wide spread it was also 
causing families to leave the farm in 
search of another way to make a living.  
In one way we night say the farmers 
were part of the cause of this because of 
over working the land. Wheat was like 
cotton it was a crop that the farmers 

could make money on so they begin 
plowing up pasture land to plant wheat 
on, and of course when it did not rain it 
turned into bigger problems. My Daddy 
never planted wheat but he did plant 
cotton. This was a crop that our family 
could take care of without extra help. 

As a child I know that I did not really 
understand just how bad it all was. I 
never thought about it being unusual for 
grasshoppers and jackrabbits to be 
invading our fields. Although, I was old 
enough to realize that the grasshoppers 
were destroying our corn and grain field.  
In a way the grasshoppers were like the 
dust as they came in thick clouds. What 
the sun had not taken the grasshoppers 
finished off. We were used to seeing 
jackrabbits but I can't remember them 
being like the grasshoppers where we 
lived. By this time our new president 
Franklin D. Roosevelt was getting some 
new programs set up to help farmers 
and people out of work. It was called the 
New Deal. Many people was not 
pleased about some of the programs he 
set up, but now that I am older I can 
understand that what he done was best 
for our country. He put people to work 
instead of offering "Welfare".  

There were many young men that joined 
the CCC camps and I believe part of 
their pay was sent home to help the 
family there. Since many of the live 
stock was dying from starvation a plan 
was set up to buy them. The one that 
could be used for food was processed 
and the others were used in other ways. 
Yes it was sad to see your favorite milk 
cow taken away but it was best. Also 
there was a program called WPA. This 
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was a program that older men could 
work for to feed their families. My daddy 
worked on this one. He would be gone all 
week but be home over weekend. He did 
not get paid in money he was given a 
voucher that he took to a grocery store 
and could only use for food. This was the 
first time I remember caned milk. Of 
course it tasted terrible to us kids as we 
had always had fresh milk from our own 
cows. But mamma could cook with it. 
Another item that he got or took was 
wheat that still had the husks on it. Now 
we knew about oatmeal and cornmeal 
mush but we learned how to eat the 
wheat. Mamma learned how to cook it 
and get the husks off and could turn it 
into something that was good. This was 
different from our usual diet but it filled 
our hungry bellies and we did not refuse 
it. 

The WPA spent more than $11 million in 
this program, more than a direct relief but 
Harry Hopkins the director believed. 
”Give a man a dole “and you save his 
body and “destroy his spirit”.  Give him a 
job you save body and spirit. 

This program employed more men than 
women and it was a new thing for 
women to be employed outside the 
home. But I believe our president 
listened to his wife Eleanor who I believe 
was a very smart lady. I think she may 
have influenced him about putting 
women to work on the WPA program. 
There was only 13.5 percent of women 
put to work in these jobs. They were 
cosigned to the lower paying jobs like 
sewing, bookbinding, caring for the 
elderly, school lunch programs, nursery 
school. The director of this WPA was 

Ellen Woodward and she pushed for the 
inclusion of women in other programs. 

But I remember how that the county we 
lived in set up Women’s Clubs called 
Home Demonstration Clubs.  There was 
a lady that worked there that went out to 
communities in the county and spend a 
day helping them can vegetables in 
cans. The cans were brought in boxes of 
100 with the lids that had to be sealed on 
with what they called a sealer. It looked 
kind of like a sausage grinder, but the 
can was set on it and the lid on the can 
of food was sealed by turning a handle. 
Than these cans were put into a tub of 
water and cooked in what was called a 
hot water bath for about four hours. I 
remember that we also canned beef and 
pork this way. The corn we canned was 
corn, which we call field corn, because it 
not what is called sweet corn today. It 
was much better. Then there was always 
green bean and black-eyed peas. So late 
summer and early falls days were spent 
putting away our winter food. Mamma 
always made a big wash pot full of 
hominy. It took several days to complete 
the job. #1 we had to shell dry corn off 
the cob until we had a pot full. That was 
usual done by all our family at night as 
we sit around before bedtime. Then 
when we got a pot full of shelled corn it 
had to soak in lye water until the husk 
would wash off of each grain then it had 
to be rinsed in clear water until all of the 
lye was washed out of it. The job of 
washing the husk off and getting it rinsed 
clean fell to us kids. I cannot remember 
us complaining because we had these 
things to do. The finished hominy was 
well worth any work that we done to help.  
Continued next month 
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Genealogy
Dear Cheryl,

I joined the National Odom Assembly 
a few months ago and hope that 
someone can help me with a new 
puzz le abou t my g rea t -g rea t -
grandfather Josiah Joseph Odom. He 
was born 1831 in Franklin Co., NC 
and died Sebastian Co., Ark 1890. 
Four of his daughters applied for 
Eastern Cherokee citizenship in the 
Guion Miller Rolls (all denied). When I 
recently found their applications, I 
discovered they all l isted their 
grandfather (Josiah Joseph's father) 
as Abraham Odom. But all other 
descendants list John Odom, Jr. as 
Josiah Joseph Odom's father. 

I discovered records for an Abraham 
Odom, b. 1831 in Franklin Co., NC 
who married an Elizabeth Parks in 
1827 in Franklin Co. John Odom, Jr. 
was born about the same time, also in 
Franklin Co. and he married Elizabeth 
Williams. Josiah Joseph and most all 
of his siblings were born in Franklin 
County NC. Elizabeth Odom, with 
Josiah and his siblings, appears in 
1850 Jackson, Tn census records and 
later in Sebastian Co., Ark. Because 
Josiah Joseph also comes later to 
Sebastian County,it seems clear that 
this Elizabeth Odom is his mother. But 

is she Elizabeth Williams married to 
John Odom, Jr. or Elizabeth Parks 
married to Abraham Odom? 

An Abraham and Elizabeth Odom also 
appear in the 1870 census for Sumner 
Co., Tn in the household of Elizabeth 
Odom, age 30, when Josiah and his 
mother are in Arkansas. Of course, 
this may not be the Abraham and 
Elizabeth who married in 1827. Or 
perhaps Josiah Joseph's daughters 
thought they were supposed to name 
his grandfather rather than their own? 
If so, who is the Abraham who would 
be Josiah's grandfather? Whether 
Abraham is Josiah's father or 
grandfather, he may be a link to 
further ancestors.

I will appreciate any information other 
Odoms can share. I've been so glad 
to have found the Assembly.  
Thank you, Bernita Quoss 
bernita.quoss@gmail.com
(granddaughter of Raye Jones, 
daughter of Julia Odom, daughter of 
Josiah Joseph)

Notes from North Carolina, 
3. 2017 We are going to the Nashville TN area. 

1. Pam/Durl Odom - lodging 
2. Betty/Mike Haskett - Things to do 
3. Cheryl Thompson - Meeting 
4. ??????? - Dining 

mailto:bernita.quoss@gmail.com
mailto:bernita.quoss@gmail.com
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GEDCOM AT LAST 

I (Durl Odom) was commissioned at the 
NC gathering to create a common 
GEDCOM file of Odoms, and need your 
help, PLEASE!!! 

For several years this idea has been kicked 
around.  Almost everyone agrees that the 
common file would be of great help in 
research for old-timers and those just 
getting started alike.  And many feel it 
would be an appeal for those who are “on 
the fence” about membership in NOA. 

Let’s make it happen!  It’s time to turn this 
idea/dream into a reality.  And you’re the 
key! 

I ask two things of you.  First, lets name 
it.  We must call it something, so what 
shall it be?  Share your suggestions.  I have 
listed the names I came up with below.  
My first, and favorite, is “Odoms in 
America” for obvious reasons, but feel it 
needs Frank’s approval.  What say ye, 
Frank?  Others include, “ALL OF US”; 
“ONE BIG FAMILY”; “ODOMS by ANY 
Spelling”; “NOA Family” or “The NOA 
Family.”  Please share your suggestions.  
Also, how shall we decide on the name?  A 
Beauty Contest at Eufaula, with 1st prize 
being the winning person gets to name the 
file?  Place $2 ea. donation/suggestion in 
hat, name drawn being used for file?  
Highest bidder (at Eufaula) gets to name 
the file?  All monies go to organization, of 
course.  (In the meantime, I’ll give it a 
temporary name...) 

Two – AND FAR MORE IMPORTANT – 
send me a copy of your GEDCOM file.  
Simply go to your family tree program, 
open your file, make a GEDCOM copy of 
the people you want included in the 
common file – say your Odom ancestors 
up through 1920 – attach this copy to an 
email addressed to me and hit “send.”  It’s 
as easy as that...really.  Even JR can do 
it!!! 

As the files reach my mailbox, I will 
upload them to my family tree program, 
then I will merge them into one common 
file, and make that common file available 
to all active members of NOA who have 
provided their individual file(s) for use in 
creating the common file.  (Note the two 
requirements: (1) made file available for 
use; (2) active [paid up] member of NOA) 

This editable file will display the names 
from each of our individual files, and will 
reflect all “matches.”  It will then be made 
available by various means approved by 
NOA for viewing by the above-mentioned 
people. 
So, create your file and get it to me today! 

Durl Odom, Florida 
dodom@panhandle.rr.com 
              
Notes from North Carolina, 

4. 2016 Highlights of Eufaula 
1. Pam/Durl Odom - Hosts 
2. We are going to the same resort from the 

past. 
3. The resort has been updated. 
4. There are some cabins available for 

families.
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THOMAS H. ODOM, Confederate Soldier

My Gr-Grandfather was born in Wayne 
County, Mississippi in June, 1830. 
Thomas was seventeen when the Malachi 
Odom and sons migrated to Texas, that 
had just become a state in January, 1847. 
The wagon train group of ODOMs 
included Malachi, Randol, Ephruiam, 
Simmeon, and James along with 37 
members. Six weeks on the road they 
arrived in Mt. Comfort settlement in 
Cherokee County on 300 acres.

Thomas had married Permelia Sherman 
and by 1861 at the start of the Civil war, 
there were four children in the household. 
Thomas never owned a slave, nor did any 
of the ODOM's in their area. The call to 
defend against the Northern aggressors 
was answered for southern independence 
and states rights. Thomas came home 
three and one half years later on a mule 
that he left with, to a training camp near 
Hempstead, Texas.

On July 4, 2015, Kathy and I were at the 
graveside of Thomas H. Odom and his 

wife Permelia, and I fired my old double 
barrel in his honor. A bronze Confederate 
marker, marks his grave and 100 years 
after he passed away in 1915 at the age 
of 85 years. I am proud of my heritage 
and hope to continue to have the right to 
honor the Legacy of the Confederate 
history.

Jimmy R. Odom, Texas
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Those we honored at the 
NOA Memorial Service
Bonnie B. Odom Corman
d. Sept. 2014                      
Sister of Durl Odom         
DeFuniak Springs, FL     
Harold Keefer  
Wife Katherine 
attended NOA

Paul Edward Odom  
d. Oct. 2014        age 58  
Nephew of Ray Odom  SC
Jamiedell Odom 
d. Feb. 2015        age 81      
New Augusta

Athelee Short Odom  
d. Feb. 2015        90 yrs.   
Mother of Deanna Shows  
Petal Mississippi 
Barney Odom      
d. Aug. 2014      
Wife Frances               
Milano  New Mexico

Eli is my 2 great grand father. I am trying to find his parents. He was born jan 30 1817 
Lincoln county North Carolina. Died June 28 1876. Married micheala naugle sept 23 
1843. For some reason that's the earliest information i can find. From doing a lot of 
research of the area I believe he is related to George Solomon odom. Jane Russell 
and George had 16 children together. George died in 1819 in Lincoln county North 
Carolina. I think one of his children is the parent of Eli but can't find any information. I 
love to hear any information this group might have or even pics of Eli odom/Odem. 
Thank you.  Posted by: kpc8pro@yahoo.com

mailto:kpc8pro@yahoo.com
mailto:kpc8pro@yahoo.com
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Understand the Size of Your Family 

Let’s start with the basics: how big is your family? The amount of time it takes to build 
your family tree is dependant on the size of your family. Most people tend to 
underestimate family size because they base their estimate on known brothers, sisters, 
aunts, uncles, etc. and they forget about their extended family. Let’s try to estimate the 
size of a typical extended family. This will help you gauge the amount of work required to 
build a complete family tree. 

With some digging, most people can trace their family history back about 150 years. A 
generation is 32 years, so this represents five generations. That means being able to trace 
you family back to your about the time of your great-great-great-grandparents. Generally, 
this will be the scope of your family tree. How many people would typically be in a family 
tree of this size? Well, you have two parents, four grandparents and eight great-
grandparents. If you keep counting backwards, you will find you have 32 great-great-
great-grandparents. That is, 16 great-great-great-grandfathers and 16 great-great-great-
grandmothers. Counting yourself, this means you have a total of 63 parents, 
grandparents, great-grandparents, etc. going all the way back to your great-great-great-
grandparents. 

You will likely have more than 63 people in your family tree because you probably have 
brothers and sisters and your parents had brothers and sisters, and so on. Let’s make a 
simple assumption: every generation in your family has three children, who in turn have 
three children each and this keeps going on through time. Obviously, family trees are not 
that uniform. Many people come from families with more than three children and 
everyone has aunts and uncles that never had children. However, for the purposes of this 
discussion, let’s keep it simple and assume that everyone in every generation gets 
married and has three children. 

Now, let’s go back to your 16 pairs of great-great-great-grandparents. Assume each pair 
had three children, who in turn had three children, who in turn had three children. If we 
role the clock forward, after five generations you appear. If you do the math, you will find 
this will produce 365 people down to your generation. But, wait a minute; you have 16 
pairs of great-great-great-grandparents. This means your extended family tree has 16 x 
365 = 5,840 potential people in it? 

Did you realize your family tree was that big? Most people guess their family tree has (at 
most) a couple hundred people in it. And remember, we have not yet finished counting 
everyone. You might have children and they might have children. You might also have 
siblings who have children and grandchildren. There is also your spouse’s family, which 
is probably just as large as your family. Before you know it, your potential family tree has 
probably gotten pretty big.
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2013-2014 NOA Board Members

President  
Cheryl Odom Thompson 
P.O. Box 413, Seeley Lake, MT 59868 
406.677.2309  solutions@blackfoot.net 
1st Vice President  
Peggy Coriasco 
p.coriasco1@yahoo.com 
2nd Vice President - Hosts 2015  
Pam and Durl Odom 
4277 U.S. Hwy 90 E, DeFuniak Springs FL 32433 
(850) 892-0457 DODOM@panhandle.rr.com 
Treasurer 
Thelma & Glenn Blackburn 
1856 Putnam Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006 
918.333.7902  TPBGEN@aol.com 
Secretary 
Natalie Tucker 
8372 Lucania St, Dublin CA 94568-1519 
(925) 828-1345 natalietucker1@yahoo.com 
News Editor 
Cheryl Odom Thompson 
P.O. Box 413, Seeley Lake, MT 59868 
406.677.2309  solutions@blackfoot.net 
Data Editors 
Bill Bruce 
13123 Roaring Springs, Dallas, TX 75240 
792.938.1103  wtbruce@swbell.net 
Kathy Odom 
1132 ACR 385, Palestine, TX, 75801 
903.729.7251claraodom0524@centurylink.net 
Website 
Bill Odom 
2797 Pembroke Rd, Melborne, FL 32935-2436 
www.odomassembly.us 
State Reps 
Alabama Larry J Odom.  
4750 Britton Lige Rd, Millry AL 36558 
251.846.2171  odoms4749@millry.net 

Arkansas  Emma Cox Odom  
602 N. Centennial Ave,West Fork, AK 72774 
479.839.2551  eodom1@cox.net 
California  Paula Tucker 
8372 Lucania St, Dublin CA 94568-1519 
(925) 828-1345  tuckerd1@comcast.net 
Florida  Charles Odom 
2405 Twickingham Ct, Clermont, FL 34711 
352.243.3342  odomjeanne@gmail.com 
Georgia Harry Odom 
215 Brighton Woods Dr, Apt 3110, Pooler GA 31322 
912-988-1712 
Indiana  Betty Odom Haskett 
1337 Ridgedale Rd, Richmond, IN 47374 
765.935.7516  mikenbetty@aol.com 
Kentucky  Kent Preston 
36 Preston-Cates Rd, Serbee, KY 42455 
270.884.3411 klpreston@att.net 
Louisiana  Dot Wise Wirth 
9524 W. Pomona Dr, Baton Rouge, LA 70815 
225.925.8878 dwisewirth@aol.com 
Mississippi  Deanna Shows 
89 Freeman Rd. Petal,  MS 39465 
601.520.3228 showsfd@aol.com 
North Carolina Ray Odom 
4595 Windstone Rd 
Rock Hill SC us, 29732-9568 
(803) 981-5270 JEOdom@comporium.net 
Oklahoma  Thelma & Glenn Blackburn 
1856 Putnam Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006 
918.333.7902  TPBGEN@aol.com 
South Carolina  Ray Odom 
4595 Windstone Rd, Rock Hill, SC 29732-9568 
(803) 981-5270 JEOdom@comporium.net 
Texas Jimmy Ray Odom 
1132 ACR 385, Palestine, TX, 75801 
903.729.7251 claraodom0524@centurylink.net 
Tennessee   Need a rep 

The NOA News is published quarterly by the National Odom Assembly, August, 
November, February, May. Information in this publication is of  interest to those people 
doing genealogical research on the names Odom, Odum, Odam, Oldham, etc. 
Assistance is offered and research as well as fellowship is shared.
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Membersh ip  Appl i ca t i on  2015-2016  
Membership year  1 August to 31 July 

Name:____________________________________________________      ___Snail Mail     ___Email 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

City:______________________________________________  ST: _________  Zip:  _______________ 

Phone:  (____)___________  Email:  ___________________________________    ___New ___Renewal 

INFORMATION CHANGES _____________________________________________________________________ 
PHONE NUMBER, EMAIL ADDRESS,, ADDRESS 

My earliest Odom ancestor:  _____________________________________________________________ 
Please include any birth/death dates and locations for ancestors. Attach an ancestor sheet if possible. 

Make your checks payable to the National Odom Assembly. Mail your $25 check to Glenn Blackburn: 1856 
Putnam Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006. Payment of your dues entitles you to the NOA Newsletter, publication of 

queries and your family line & entry into the members only section of the website            http://
odomassembly.us/contact/contact.htm. Address membership inquiries to the above or to TPBGEN@aol.com. 

Thank you for your prompt renewal, it will save us reminding you. 

NOA Newsletter

PO Box 413

Seeley Lake, MT 59868
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