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Memor i e s : T h i n g s 
remembered from the past; 
recollections. 
Trad i t i on s : L o n g -
established customs or beliefs 
that have been passed on 
from generation to generation. 
	 During this time of  
year conversation so often 
turns to the memory of  
family traditions. We all 
hold them close to our 
hearts and treasure them.  
	 When families merge 
or we gather with others, 

how o f ten do we find 
ourselves trying to merge our 
traditions as well. Ham, 
turkey, prime rib, shrimp, or
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DURL ODOM says 
“SEND ME YOUR 
FAMILY TREES ON 
A GEDCOM FILE”.   
If you need help to 
do this, please 

contact Durl @ 
cdodom@panhandl
e.rr.com.  
He is trying to 
integrate everyone’s 
tree before Eufala.  

See the article. 

mailto:cdodom@panhandle.rr.com
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crab,  what  is  your  Christmas  dinner  tradition. 
Should  the  turkey  be  stuffed  or  not?  Pumpkin, 
apple,  pecan pie?  Open Christmas presents in the 
morning  or  on  Christmas  Eve.  Are  Christmas 
stockings important to your family or not. And on 
and on and on for family traditions.

Then  there  are  the  memories.  The  stories 
that  are  repeated  again  and  again.  How  we  all 
opened gifts  one at  a  time to extend the glorious 
time, but then grandpa had to carefully slit the tape 
with his pocket knife, and carefully fold the paper to 
be saved and reuse the next year. How mom always 
included anyone, no matter how well we knew them, 
to Christmas dinner so they wouldn’t be alone. How 
we  remembered  who  or  where  each  of  our  
Christmas  decorations  came  from;  those  handed 
down from Great-grandma,  those  made  by  Uncle 
Bror, the ones we made as children, etc.

The sad part of these memories, isn’t that we 
have them, but that our parents didn’t write them 
down, and we haven’t written them down. How will 
our grandchildren know these treasured stories if we 
don’t do something about them. Each and everyone 
of us should make a New Year’s Resolution that we 
will  write  down one  story  a  month.  Nearly  every 
month has a holiday or a significant date and that 
could be used as  the memory trigger.  January  has 
NewYear’s, February has Valentine’s Day, March had 
St.  Patrick’s Day, April  (usually)  Easter,  and so on. 
Write the stories that have been passed down as well 
as those you remember.

YOUR CHAPLIN IN CALIFORNIA 
Blessing on all of you at this Special Time of the 
Christmas Season.  May you enjoy the comfort of 
family and friends and the comfort of a warm home.
 
It was great having lunch with Joan and Ray Odom in 
August.  They were in Half Moon Bay, CA, closing  
Joan’s mother’s  estate.  It was a beautiful sunny day in 
that beach community, an hour and a half from where I 
live.    In September I visited my sister in Utah.  I was 
there two weeks and was able to visit with Dale’s three 
sisters and several friends.   
Dale’s three sisters were members of NOA back in 
1989/1990.  Some of the “ol timers” may remember 

LaRue, LuAnn and Sherrie.  They attended with their 
husbands when Cecil Tucker was trying to help 
members get onto the computer with genealogy.  I 
think it may have been in Mobile, AL.  Their families 
are no longer involved with our group and yet it was 
there Grandma Lugenia Odom Tucker, who is the 
grand-daughter of  Pleasant Odom.   It is always good 
to visit Ogden, Utah and see the Great Watch Mountain 
Range that is East of Ogden.  My family moved to 
Ogden just before my second birthday and I call it 
home.  I still have one sister and many nieces and 
nephews, great nephews, and great-great nephews 
there.  Even though my immediate family call 
California Home…. There is still that twinge of love 
for the childhood home. 

Paula Tucker

GENEAOLOGY AS A HOBBY…………
Genealogy is often considered to be one of the top 
three hobbies in the world, along with coin collecting 
and stamp collecting. Coins and stamps are issued by 
governments, usually countries. Genealogy is all about 
people along with the records kept by numerous 
entities, including governments.
Old saying: You choose your friends and your spouse, 
but your neighbors and your family tree are chosen for 
you.
Think of your family history as a jigsaw puzzle. It has 
thousands and thousands of pieces. You know it looks 
like a tree but you do not get to see exactly what the 
entire puzzle looks like.

• Promotes "family"
• Vacation trips sometimes become 

expeditions and safaris to “exotic places” 
such as cemeteries, court houses, libraries, 
archives, town halls, and old churches

• Gives you an easy topic to start a 
conversation with any of your relatives

• Is appreciated by your children, 
grandchildren, nephews and nieces, etc. for 
assisting their school assignment to do their 
family tree

• Expands on many of the subjects you 
learned in school, some of which you may 
not have previously enjoyed.
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INDIANA REPS 
Another year has passed and we are getting 
ready for another winter here in the Hoosier state. 
We will spend Thanksgiving with the girls and 
grandchildren in San Antonio this year. It will be 
the first time with all of them since Grandma 
Haskett passed away in 2000. It is also a big 
birthday for Mike as he turns 60! 
Betty continues on with family research of the 
many branches, and has found some interesting 
facts. 
We have volunteered to help out in Tennessee for 
2017 and  hope our health holds to be able to do 
so. Mike has been in and out of the VA again, this 
time with a severe leg infection that required 
surgery to remove the abcess as it was quit large 
and he could not put any weight on his leg. The 
pain was awful and required morphine. The 
wound seems to be almost healed, but blood 
clots and fluid are still present. Will find out more 
during future appointments. Betty's health 
continues to be a blessing, and although some 
issues with just getting a little older, she  looks 
like she's holding at age 40. 
Mike plans on deer hunting (against his doctors 
wishes) and  hopes to get at least two in the 
freezer and then hopes to get a doe for Danielle 
during muzzle loader season in December. Will 
take the meat to her in Georgia where she 
continues to teach at UGA and finishing her 
Doctorate. Her twin, Kathleen is finishing up her 
teaching certificate in Texas, and after obtaining 
four degrees, has decided to teach middle school 
social studies and history. Her husband Joe still 
serves our nation and is due to rotate this coming 
year. We pray he will not go to the desert as he 
already has two tours in Iraq. Grandson Lucas 
turned 11 in September and Lorelei will be 6 on 
November 15th. We were blessed this past 
summer by being able to take a road trip to 
California to see Mike's sister and high school 
friends who live there now. Lucas flew up from 
Texas and made the road trip with us! We visited 
so many wonderful places and made a memory 
for him that will last his lifetime. Sure was hot in 
Az and really hot when we stopped in Needles, 
CA before crossing the desert.....114 degrees! 
Eldest Daughter Kristine is still at U of Texas in 
Austin and now is a die hard "Hook 'Em Horns".... 

Mike is still a die hard Dawg and Bama fan....and 
totally dislikes the Big 10.....he says his favorite 
team is UGA and whoever plays Ohio State! Son 
Dan continues to work at Olive Garden and 
girlfriend Jessica at Subway. We pray the Lord 
will guide them into making the right choices in 
their lives. 
We both are involved in Bible Study Fellowship, 
and over the past several years have done some 
awesome studies. The Lord has led Mike to 
become a Lay Speaker with the Methodist 
Church and he gave his first sermon a few weeks 
ago. Several members of the church told him they 
will request him to speak whenever the pastor is 
unavailable, the the regional pastor also may use 
him at other churches in the area. He's a natural! 
We hope the holidays finds our Odom family 
happy, healthy and prosperous. Let us remember 
that Jesus is the reason for the season, and we 
pray that God will protect our men and women 
who serve or nation, and give comfort to their 
families while they are away. 
See you in "Bama! 

Mike and Betty Haskett 
Richmond, IN 

From: "kpc8pro@yahoo.com 
Hi. Eli is my 2 great grand father. I am 
trying to find his parents. He was born jan 
30 1817 Lincoln county North Carolina. 
Died June 28 1876. Married micheala 
naugle sept 23 1843. For some reason 
that's the earliest information i can find. 
From doing a lot of research of the area I 
believe he is related to George Solomon 
odom. Jane Russell and George had 16 
children together. George died in 1819 in 
Lincoln county North Carolina. I think one 
of his children is the parent of Eli but can't 
find any information. I love to hear any 
information this group might have or even 
pics of Eli odom/Odem. Thank you.

mailto:kpc8pro@yahoo.com
mailto:kpc8pro@yahoo.com
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Hello to my Odom Family & Friends. 
  
Well, it seems we have just finished with the Trick or Treat hand outs and the yard is full of leaves from 
the fall creeping in on us.  Is it really this late into the year of 2015 and 2016 fast approaching?   Well, I 
guess it is really the latter part of the year and I don't even have thoughts of the holidays or gifts yet. 

I really want to enjoy  the fall and it's beauty, Thanksgiving and it's family gathering plus the Turkey & 
dressing and work into the glory of Christmas.  However, the day after some neighbors were getting out 
their Christmas decorations and hanging outside Christmas lights.  Coming home from a church social 
last night (11/15/15) Glenn and I noticed several homes with their Christmas lights turned on as bright as 
could be.  Some on our street.  Well, I have to live with myself and I rather wait until the week end 
following Thanksgiving to turn on my Christmas lights and decorating spirit. 

Wonder what would have been our Odom forefathers thoughts on this subject?  For my Odom/Pope 
families, I would not have to wonder too much.  As for my Odom/Pope family, church and surviving the 
winter would have been their first thought.  Their wasn't any electricity so the Men were out cutting wood 
for heating and cooking during the winter of ice and snow and the women were busy making home 
made candy and cakes for Christmas.  Plus the Singer peddle sewing machine was busy turning those 
feed bags or feed sacks into dresses for the daughters in the family for Christmas gifts and maybe with 
a few scraps there were a few dresses made for last years dolls. The boys were thrilled with a new 
pocket knife and a sling shot. 

Oh well, I love our ancestor for their values they instilled in each of us and the many treasures of life 
they shared  and passed on to us.  I would love to hear their stories and the stories of their early Odom 
families.  What would they be saying?  Their stories would be a perfect Christmas gift. 

Our storms are to begin tonight and turning cold, possible tornados tonight and tomorrow .  Had lots of 
tornadoes in Oklahoma today..  My new Oklahoma slogan "tornadoes today, earthquakes tomorrow". 

My winter NOA plans are to contact additional Odom families in Oklahoma.  Our dear "go getter" Ann 
Bell gave me a list of Odom families to check with and invite to NOA.  So this will be my winter project. 

Glenn is doing well but not fine.  Continues to have sever problems with walking and getting around, 
mostly getting up and down.  His energy stays at a low mark as he is enduring problems with enough 
iron in his system.  As of now, the doctors are focusing on his iron level and the bladder.  His heart and 
stress test went great. However, even though it's been a year, his heart attack, stints, bladder & kidney 
problems all at one time really worked the poor man over.  He is a strong Blackburn and hard worker 
therefore he continues to push on.  Glenn still makes church on Sunday, attends his SAR, SCV and 
Phillips Men's Club meetings and plays cards as often as possible so that gives us daily 
encouragement.  However, he is not playing golf yet.  That will come later. 

Again, special thanks to Fountain, Jimmy and their families and yes thanks to Sandy also for a great 
2015 NOA Reunion  at the Outer Banks in North Carolina.  Everything was great and we had a great 
time. 

Now, we look forward to 2016 in Eufaula,AL with Durl, Pam and the Alabama & Flordia supporters. 

I will close for this time by wishing you and your families a Happy Thanksgiving and a Blessed and 
Merry Christmas.  My your stocking be filled with goodies and your heart filled with love and joy. 

Our Love & Blessing for a healthy and happy 2016, 

Glenn & Thelma P. Blackburn 

Oklahoma Rep.  
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NOA 
2014-15 FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

BALANCE ON DEPOSIT IN RCB BANK, 6/17/14   $8,891.72 

INCOME: 

Membership        $1,737.00 
Auction Checks        $466.00 
Banquet Checks       $775.00 
Banquet Auction       $501.00 
Interest         $7.83 
Donations        $31.00 

TOTAL INCOME:         $3,517.83 

EXPENSES: 

Ck #664 Recognition Place     $346.39 
Ck #665 Cheryl Thompson 5/2014 Newsletter Expense  $311.44    
Ck #666 Staples       $5.97 
Ck #667 Bill Odom – Supplies     $24.61 
Ck #668 Peggy Hartsell       $213.32 
Ck #669 Bill Odom – Supplies     $31.61 
Ck #670 Henrietta Luttner – Refund for 1 banquet meal  $15.50 
Ck #671 USPS – Research material to Cheryl Thompson  $42.40  
   that was used at the reunion        
Ck #672 Linda Odom Bell – 2014 Reunion Expense  $1,779.28  
Ck #673 NOA 2014 Reunion Deposits     $600.00 

(Kelly’s Restaurant/Key Diner) 
Ck #674 Sandy Ross - 2015 Reunion Expense   $300.00 
Ck #675 Cheryl Thompson 11/2014 NOA Newsletter Expense  $406.14  
Ck #676 Sandy Ross – Reunion Expense    $79.37 
Ck #677 Sandy Ross – Reunion Advertising Expense   $375.00 
Ck #678 USPS – Stamps      $9.80 
Ck #679 Pam Odom – Deposit on Lake Point Park Resort  $100.00 
  for 2016 Reunion 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS:        $4,640.83 
Balance on Deposit in RCB Bank 6/16/155    $7,768.72 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Glenn & Thelma P. Blackburn, NOA Treas. 
June, 2015 
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For NOA Newsletter – November, 2015 
 
EUFAULA OR BUST IN 2016! 
 
Whether you’re new to NOA or been a member for many years, we promise a good time for all!  We’ll 
be hosting at the Lakepoint State Park Resort Lodge and Cottages, where it all began in 1980.   
 
Lakepoint Resort State Park is located on the banks of the 45,000-acre Lake Eufaula, also known as "The 
Bass Capital of the World."  Lakepoint offers a variety of amenities such as an 18-hole championship golf 
course, full service restaurant and lounge, marina, fishing, hiking trails, modern campground, swimming 
complex, tennis courts and playgrounds.  If you would like more information about the facility, please 
visit their website – www.alapark.com/lakepointresort. 
 
To make your reservation, call 334-687-8011 or 800-544-5253, AND please be sure to give them our 
National Odom Assembly Group #2911.  RESERVATIONS WILL NEED TO BE MADE NO LATER THAN 
MAY 14, 2016 – 2 months in advance!!!  All rooms being held for NOA will be released after that date.  
Note:  There still may be rooms available after that time, but there will be no guarantee. 
 
We are limited to 25 rooms available in the Lodge for the nights of July 13 – 16:  2 Queen beds @ 
$91.00; King @ $98.00; PLUS a $5.00 increase Friday & Saturday nights.  There are 5 handicap rooms. 
Each room includes a 32-inch flat screen television, a small refrigerator, coffee pot, iron and ironing 
board and a hair dryer. 
 
We have 6 cottages available, which are perfect for families, for the nights of July 13 – 16:  2 – 2 
bedrooms @ $127.00; 2 – 3 bedrooms @ $212.00; 2 – 4 bedrooms @ $267.00; PLUS a $5.00 increase 
Friday & Saturday nights. Cottages are a 7-10 minute walk to the lodge or you can drive and park.   
 
(Pictures of the lodge rooms and cottages can be found on the Lakepoint website listed above.) 
 
There are several hotels in town for overflow - Quality Inn (on the river), Baymont Inn & Sites, Super 8, 
Days Inn, Comfort Suites (farthest away), Econo Lodge (closest). 
 
Travel to Eufaula is pretty direct on main roads.  Distance from airports: Dothan, AL – 50 minutes; 
Columbus, GA – 1 hour; Montgomery, AL – 1 ½ hours; Atlanta, GA – 2 hours; Panama City Beach, FL – 2 
1/2 hours; Birmingham, AL – 2 hours 50 minutes. 
 
For those who RV, the Lakepoint State Resort Park campground is located 2 miles from the lodge.  
Please contact them for more information and reservations – 334-687-6026; 
www.alapark.com/lakepoint-state-park-camping. 
 
We will have the agenda and registration forms included in the next newsletter.  Look for updates on 
the NOA web page, Facebook group, in the newsletter and via email. 
 
Sweet Home Alabama – join us in Eufaula and learn about the local history, play golf or tennis, fish, 
hike, swim, enjoy sightseeing, take a tour, shop in a variety of stores, enjoy dining in one or more of 
their award-winning restaurants…and yes, there will be genealogy research!    
 
Don’t miss out, make your reservation today! 
 
Hope to see you there! 
Pam & Durl 
      ### 
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Eufaula, AL
J u l y  1 4 - 1 7 ,  2 0 1 5

To make your reservation, call 334-687-8011 or 800-544-5253, 
AND please be sure to give them our National Odom Assembly Group #2911. 
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SWEET HOME ALABAMA IN 2016! 

We’re looking forward to our meeting next year 
BACK HOME in Eufaula, Alabama at Lakepoint 
State Park Resort where it all started in July 
1980!  Mark your calendar now – July 14-17, 
2016.  The facility was closed several years ago 
for extensive renovation.  For those who haven’t 
been before, Lakepoint is located just 6 miles 
from historic Eufaula. 

We are limited to 25 rooms available in the 
Lodge for the nights of July 13 – 16:  2 Queen 
beds @ $91.00; King @ $98.00; PLUS a $5.00 
increase Friday & Saturday nights.  There are 5 
handicap rooms. 

We have 6 cottages available, which are perfect 
for families, for the nights of July 13 – 16:  2 – 2 
bedrooms @ $127.00; 2 – 3 bedrooms @ $212.00; 
2 – 4 bedrooms @ $267.00; PLUS a $5.00 
increase Friday & Saturday nights. Cottages are 
a 7-10 minute walk to the lodge or you can drive 
and park.   

To make your reservation, call 334-687-8011 or 
800-544-5253, AND please be sure to give them 
our National Odom Assembly Group #2911.  
RESERVATIONS WILL NEED TO BE MADE NO LATER 
THAN MAY 14, 2016 – 2 months in advance!!!  All 
rooms being held for NOA will be released after 
that date.  Note:  There still may be rooms 
available after that time, but there will be no 
guarantee.   

If you would like more information about 
Lakepoint State Park Resort Lodge and Cottages, 
please visit their website – www.alapark.com/
lakepointresort. 

There are several hotels in town for overflow - 
Quality Inn (on the river), Baymont Inn & Sites, 
Super 8, Days Inn, Comfort Suites (farthest 
away), Econo Lodge (closest). 

Travel to Eufaula is pretty direct on main roads.  
Distance from airports: Dothan, AL – 50 minutes; 
Montgomery, AL – 1 ½ hours; Atlanta, GA – 2 
hours; Panama City Beach, FL – 2 1/2 hours; 
Birmingham, AL – 2 hours 50 minutes. 

For those who RV, the Lakepoint State Resort 
Park campground is located 2 miles from the 
lodge.  Please contact them for more 

information and reservations – 334-687-6026; 
www.alapark.com/lakepoint-state-park-
camping. 

We are working on the agenda and will have 
more information in the months to come.  Look 
for updates throughout the year on our web 
page and Facebook group, in the newsletter and 
via email. 

Eufaula has a lot of history, shopping and several 
award winning restaurants.  It should be fun – 
y’all come! 

Pam & Durl 

WHEN RENEWING YOUR 2015-2016 
NOA DUES "PLEASE MAKE YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP CHECK PAYABLE TO:  
NOA   or  National Odom Assembly".  
  
Please DO NOT make your checks payable 
to Glenn Blackburn or Thelma Blackburn or 
Glenn & Thelma Blackburn.  
  
Reason:  If the check is made payable to 
either Glenn or I, we of course do endorse 
your check ALSO I must stamp your check 
with the National Odom Assembly rubber 
stamp so that we can make the deposit into 
the NOA account. The bank does not like 
all these endorsements since there is so 
much fraud in today's society.  Fortunately, 
the personnel at the bank are familiar with 
Glenn and I but when we get a new cashier 
that teller goes into a panic. 
  
Please remember make your dues check 
payable to NOA or National Odom 
Assembly. 
  
Thanks to each member for your 
corporation.  Our aim is to keep a sharp 
eye on your NOA account. 
  
Your NOA Treasurers, 
  
Glenn & Thelma P. Blackburn

http://www.alapark.com/lakepointresort
http://www.alapark.com/lakepoint-state-park-camping
http://www.alapark.com/lakepointresort
http://www.alapark.com/lakepoint-state-park-camping
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News from South Carolina: 

Wow, another year is coming to an end and 
hopefully was a fulfilling year for all the 
Odom’s in the NOA.  At the National Odom 
Assembly in Manteo, N.C.  I, once again, 
agreed to be the South Carolina state 
representative for the organization.  I haven’t 
been as active as I could have been because I 
still work and travel quite a bit. I did get to 
attend a reunion with my surviving family 
members and their significant others in Fla and 
mentioned to all of them of our organization. 
(Photo attached).                                                                 

From left to right -  Ray 
Odom, Jerry Odom, Diana 
(Odom) Blackgrave, Roger 
Odom, Mark Odom - the last 
surv iv ing 5 out of 10 
children born to of Paul and 
Lillian (Logsdon) Odom  

  Their comment was, we 
have you, Ray,   to 
represent us, but my sister 
i s st i l l a member and 
receives the newsletter.  I, now, need to get 
busy and contact the Odom’s in South Carolina 
of who were former members or who have 
never heard of the NOA.  I saw from the 
Ancestry .com site that Texas has the most 
Odom’s followed by the five Deep South states 
with South Carolina being third amongst that 
group so my work is cut out for me.  There are 
no surnames “Odom” in the Dakota’s or Maine, 
Vermont, and New Hampshire.  Do I need to re-
locate?  I did give some help to an Odom in 
Kentucky who was searching for his family and 
helped find his aunt.  He somehow knew my 
family was from that part of Kentucky so our 
name is out there.   Imagine that, wouldn’t it 
be wonderful if we all could ask someone do 

you know so and so and, bam, you get a 
contact.  That is what the NOA is all about –
genealogy and those who are willing to help.   

Now, onto to other news.  Joan and I spent 
some time in California readying the house in 
Half Moon Bay for rent or sale and were lucky 
enough to get a renter quickly. While there we 
were lucky enough to be visited by Cheryl 
Thompson and her husband and shared a great 
lunch with Paula Tucker at a local seafood 
café.  Of course, we got to see Joan’s family 
and all seemed  to enjoy themselves along 

w i t h g r e a t s e a f o o d , g r e a t 
company, and  California wine.  We 
then  maneuvered our way back to 
the East coast via the “southern 
“route and got to see some lovely 
scenery across Southern Ca, 
Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, 
Louisiana, for some crawfish 
etoufee, Alabama, and Georgia.  
Long trip but a great drive.  Every 
one of us should do something like 
that before we pass on.  Great 
Country!!   While passing through 

the Tucson area we were lucky enough  to 
spend some time with my youngest  brother 
and  Marla  Odom who is a daughter of one of 
my and RD’s dNA  group members.   

 I want to say a belated Thank You to all of the 
NOA veterans who served their country and to 
everyone a healthy holiday season.  

Our most important asset in this organization is 
still our State Representatives.    

Thanks to Cheryl Thompson and Kathy Odom 
for the newsletter and Thelma for the updates 
on membership.  

Ray Odom – 
South Carolina
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“Chief” Charley Tom Odom — The Man Who 
Made Big Splash 

 “Chief” Charley Tom Odom only attended one 
of our NOA annual gatherings but he made a big 
splash.  (Pun intended.)  After celebrating his 94th 
birthday in April of ‘07, in July he drove himself from 
Knoxville, Tn., his hometown, to Augusta, Ga., to 
attend his first and only NOA meeting.  But that 
wasn’t Charley’s big splash.”   That was made many 
years before he received the plaque as the “oldest 
member in attendance” from Thelma.  (see photo) 

 It began in ‘34 when Charley joined the Navy 
at the age of 21.  His pay was $21 a month, until they 
cut it back to $18.90.  (Depression times!)  It 
continued as he served aboard the SS-1, which Charley 
describes as “number one,” laughingly adding, “it 
didn’t even have a name.” 

 Charley’s first stint in the military was 6 years, 
after which he returned to civilian life and went to 
work with DuPont in Memphis, Tennessee.  There he 
met and married the love of his life, Gladys Bernice 
Waller, a Registered Nurse from Lenior City, Loudon 
County, Tn.  After only seventeen months of marriage, 
and the events of Pearl Harbor, Charley wrote the 
Navy asking what they would give him if he 
reenlisted.  They offered him the rank of “Chief Petty 
Officer.”  He accepted. 

 Chief Charley reported directly to Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire Navy Shipyard, where he put the USS 
Billfish (SS-286) submarine into commission in ‘42, 
and headed for the Pacific where he would spend the 
next two years.  During which time the Billfish was 
credited with sinking 7 enemy ships.  I will not here 
attempt to include details of that period in Charley’s 
life.  Rather, encourage you read the heroic stories of 
the crew included in the notebook honoring this man 
who made such a “big splash.”  It will be available at 
the 2016 gathering at Eufaula. 

 The man who made the big splash also 
intersected the lives to two Presidents.  First, the USS 
Finback (SS-230). that picked up George H. W. Bush 
after his B-29 had gone down, is the same type 
submarine on which Charley served.  Two, following 

his second stint in the Navy, Charley became an 
instructor at the diesel laboratory in New London, 
Connecticut.  One of his students was “a redhead from 
Plains, Georgia” – Jimmy Carter, a young submarine 
officer. 

 But even this is not the whole story of Chief 
Petty Officer Charley Tom Odom!  At the age of forty-
three, he became a freshman at the University of 
Tennessee in Knoxville.  In ‘56 he became a high-
school teacher until he retired (again) in 1976.  At the 
age of 83 was a member of a mission team to South 
America, where he helped to build a school in one 
country and a church in another.  Charley also swam 
six days a week, went ball room dancing, drove 
himself everywhere (including Augusta), and after 
taking more than twenty years of lessons, even taught 
Spanish. 

On his 100th birthday, the Ben Atchley Veterans home, 
where he was a resident, honored him  with a number 
of gifts, including a quilt from “Quilts of Valor” 
project decorated with the ships patches of the 
submarines he served on and logos of the submarine 
veterans organizations he belonged to; a US flag in a 
shadow box that was flown over the USS Missouri, the 
USS Nevada, and the USS Bowfin one day each in 
Charley’s honor.  (See separate article in notebook.) 

 On August 23, 2013, at the age of 100.5, 
Charley contracted pneumonia and died peacefully, but 
not before he had left an indelible mark upon many, 
many lives, including mine.  I am truly honored to say, 
“I knew Chief Petty Officer Charley Tom Odom.” 
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From Helen Odum Harrell to Jimmy Ray Odom: 
     OK Big Guy, here's the record.  Your Malachi 
very likely was born into one of these house holds. 

We have the right names, the right time, and the right 
place    

If it looks like a duck, and walks like a duck, and 
quacks like a duck - - - it ain't no chicken ! 

COLONIAL BURKE COUNTY, GEORGIA 
GREEN, William, planter, St Geo. Par., gave house,
100 acres on Sandy Riv. And hogs to his good friend 
Frederick ODOM, St Geo Par. Wit: Clement 
COOKS, Joshua ODOM. Nov 12,1768. 

HIGDON, John, planter. and wife Elizabeth (nee 
Elizabeth WELLS) St Geo. Par GA., sold 2 slaves to 
Thos. FUSSELL, St Geo Par. Wit: Isaac ODOM, 
Jean WELLS, May 1, 1769. 

ODOM, Joshua, planter, St Geo. Par. gave cattle, 
horses and the furniture in the house of Thos LAMB, 
"for love for” Solomon LAMB, son of Thomas 
LAMB. St Geo Par. Wit: Robt ADAMS, Jonathan 
WILSON. Jul 12, 1774. 
====================================== 
EARLY LAND GRANTS IN GEORGIA 

1761: 8 January 1761 - Joshua ODAM Plat Book C, 
p. 141 

Granted on 3 April 1770. Grant Book G, p. 582 100 
acres bounded on the northeast by Briar Creek. 
Surveyed for Thomas LITCH and by order of 7 
November 1769, to pass to Joshua ODAM. 

September 1769 - Joshua ODAM has been 1 year in 
GA; has wife and 1 child; asks for 200 acres on 
Briar Creek; next to Thomas LAMB and 100 acres 
on road to Isaac HILL's cabin. 

November 1769 asks for 100 acres (formerly Thomas 
LEITCH's). April 1770 granted 100 acres. 

May 1771, Joshua has 2 children, asks for 100 acrs 
on Withers Branch; February 1773, granted 100 acrs. 

6 April 1773 - Joshua ODAM Grant Book I, p. 957 
100 acres bounded on all sides by vacant land 

1766: April 1766 - Frederick ODAM has been 1/2 
year from North Carolina; has wife and 1 child; asks 
for 200 acres on Briar Creek near Darby KENNEDY. 

May 1767, granted 200 acres; 

January 1771, asks for 100 acres (formerly William 
GREEN’s). August 1771, granted 100 acres. 

5 May 1767 - Frederick OADAM. Grant Book F, p. 
252 200 acres bounded on the north partly by Bryar 
Creek and on every other side by vacant land. 

6 August 1771 - Frederick ODAM Grant Book I, p. 
392 100 acres bounded on all sides by vacant land. 

1766: November 1766 - Abraham ODAM, Sr. has 
wife, 3 children and 8 slaves; asks for 300 acres on 
Briar Creek, near Jas. BRANTLEY. June 1767, 
granted 300 acres 

8 January 1767 - Abraham ODAM Plat Book C, p. 
414 300 acres bounded on the southeast by Bryar 
Creek. 

November 1766 - Abraham ODAM, Jr., has been in 
GA for 3 years; has wife, 1 child and 1 slave. Asks 
for 250 acres. 

1766: November 1766 - Jacob ODAM has been 3 
years in GA; asks for 100 acres; January 1768 asks 
for 100 acres on Buckhead. 

4 May 1773 - Jacob ODAM Grant Book I, p. 991 
100 acres bounded on all sides by vacant land 

1767: 6 October 1767 - William OADAM Grant 
Book G, p. 390 100 acres bounded on all sides by 
vacant land. 

October 1767 - William ODAM, granted 100 acres. 

1768: March 1768 - Ephraim ODAM has wife and 2 
children; asks for 250 acres next Abraham LAMB. 

October 1769, granted 250 acres. 1770, see Benj. 
Warren. 

3 October 1769 - Ephraim ODAM Grant Book G, p. 
441, 250 acres bounded on the northwest by 
Abraham LAMB
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1772: January 1772 - Isaac ODAM, asked for 100 
acres, but not yet granted. 

December 1772 - -erick ODAM [possibly Fred-erick] 
granted 100 acres Has wife and 2 children; asks for 
250 acres next Abraham LAMB. 

======================================
Traditionally, early families in America used the Basic 
Celtic (Irish, Scottish, Welsh) Naming Patterns

‑‑‑ Oldest Son: named after the Father’s father 

‑‑‑ 2nd Son: named after the Mother’s father 

‑‑‑ 3rd Son: named after the Father 

‑‑‑ 4th Son: named after the Father’s oldest brother 

While some families did not follow the traditional 
pattern, many families did. 

If you cannot find the name of your early ancestor’s 
father, it might be helpful to consider whether the 
family was either of Irish, Scottish or Welsh 
background. If so, take a good look at the first son’s 
given name. 

My thoughts and questions: HOH 

Ephraim ODAM was born probably in the 1740s. 
Could this Ephraim be the father of Malachi ? He was 
of the right age. 

What did Malachi Odom name his first son ?  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
From Helen Odum Harrell
 
It seems that there is a strong 
relationship between the LAMB and ODOM 
families in Burke County.  They wanted 
lands adjoining each other, etc.

I have back tracked the LAMB families to 
Pasquotank Co., NC.  In the Rev War there 
was a Col. Gideon LAMB.  The name Gideon 
appears several times in the LAMB 
families.  That name Gideon waves a red 
flag at me.  Didn't your Malachi have a 
brother named Gideon?  That is not a 
common name among other Odom families. Do 
you suppose that Malachi's mother was a 
LAMB woman?

       Remember that I cannot find a birth 
certificate that spells out the parents 
of Malachi, but there are very many small 
hints and clues that might be useful when 
you get ready to do some really 
concentrated research.  
=========================================

LAMB, ABRAHAM. Granted on September 1, 
1767. Grant Book F, page 352. 200 acres 
bounded on all sides by vacant land. 

LAMB, ABRAHAM. Surveyed on December 4, 
1767. Pat Book C, page 140. Granted on 
April 3, 1770. Grant Book G, page 578. 
200 acres bounded on the north by the 
said Abraham Lamb. 

LAMB, THOMAS. Granted on August 4, 1767. 
Grant Book F, page 319. 150 acres bounded 
on the southeast by John Rae and John 
Kennedy, and on every other side by land 
vacant at the time of the survey which 
said tract was heretofore ordered 
Benjamin Moore. 

LAMB, THOMAS. Granted on March 1, 1768. 
Grant Book G, page 53 100 acres bounded 
on all sides by vacant land. {Thomas Lamb 
also had a son named Gideon.} 

On page 117, there are: 

Lamb, Abraham, Aug. 1765, been 1 yr. in 
Ga., has wife and 6 children, 
asks for 150 a., no. side Briar Cr.; aug. 
1767, asks for 200 a. 
Briar Cr.; Sept. 1767, granted 200 a.; 
1770, granted 200 a. 

Lamb, Thomas, May 1767, from N.C., been 2 
or 3 yrs. in Ga., has wife and 3 
children, ask for 150 a. Briar Cr. and 
100 a., 3/4 mi. of Wm. Green; Aug. 1767, 
granted 150 a.; Mar. 1768, granted 100 
a.; June 1768, asks for 50 a. for his 
son, Thomas, Jr.; 1769, see Sam Davis and 
Joshua Odam. 

[Sam Davis entry has reference " 1 mi. 
of Thos. Lamb; " and   Joshua Odam entry 
has " 200 a. Briar Cr., next Thos. Lamb " 

On page 189, we have land grants indexed 
as: 

Helen Odum Harrell
HeyLadyH@Hotmail.com

mailto:HeyLadyH@Hotmail.com
mailto:HeyLadyH@Hotmail.com
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GRANTEE COUNTY GRANT Bk PAGE ACRES YEAR 

Lamb, Abraham Burke FFF 466 100   1790 
Lamb, Abraham Burke LLL 159 200   1786 
Lamb, Barnaba Burke PPP 441 200   1788 
Lamb, Barnaba Burke MMM 442 200   1787 
Lamb, Solomon Burke G.5 8 106     1807 
Lamb, Thomas Burke LLL 407     95 1787 
Lamb, Thos. Burke HHH 763     150 1786 
Lamb, Thos. Burke ZZZZ 535    100 1797 

Found this old query and maybe they 
tie to an ODOM line: 

LAMB/LAMB posted by Paula Lamb Franklin on 
Sunday, February 1, 1998  

Looking for info on LAMB, Abraham, b about 
1725, Duplin County, married Marry (??) about 
1750. Parents unknown. Children: Abraham, Jr., 
Jessie, Reuben, Martha, Lydia, Isaac, and 
Ascenith (Cenith). Abraham moved to Burke 
County, GA about 1765 with his family. Any info 
on his life/parents/siblings in Duplin County 
appreciated.  
======================================
====================================== 
This may or may not pertain, but here it is for your 
info: 

 Shelton Chance <sfchance@burke.net> wrote: 

Carol, Do you or anybody have any information 
on the children of Abraham and Mary Lamb? 
My gggrandfather was Barnabus or in some 
sources, Barnaba 

Lamb. Any information would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Here's what I've got. Additions/corrections 
are encouraged! 

Carol 

=========== 

First Generation 

1.Abraham LAMB was born about 1725 in 
North Carolina. He died about 1804 in 
Montgomery Co.,Georgia.  

Abraham LAMB was born about 1725, possibly in 
Craven Co., NC (formed 1712), then New 

Hanover Co., (formed 1729), then Bladen Co., 
(formed 1734) then Duplin Co., NC (formed in 
1750). He first appeared in Georgia in 1767 when 
he petitioned for an English Crown grant. He was 
granted 200 acres along Briar Creek in St. 
George Parish on 1 Sep 1767 (this is listed in 
records of Robeson Co., NC) and was granted 
200 more acres in 1770. Source: English 
Crown Grants, GA Dept. of Archives and History. 
He is a possible soldier of the Revolution as he 
was granted 287 1/2 acres in Washington Co., 
GA, in 1784 (probably present-day Emanuel/
Jefferson counties) for his services or for being a 
patriot citizen. He was granted an additional 100 
acres in Burke Co., GA, in 1785 and was granted 
another 200 acres in Burke County in 1786.  

The following information was copied from actual 
plats and surveys received from the Dept. of 
Archives and History in Atlanta, GA: 

1767, St. George Parish, 200 acres. Granted on 1 
Sep 1767. Dept. of Archives states this plat is lost/
unavailable, but the grant in Book F, page 352, 
states "200 acres bounded on all sided by vacant 
land.” 1770, St. George Parish, 200 acres. 
English Crown Grant. Warrant dated Aug 1767 
and surveyed Dec 1767. "Situated and being in 
the Parish of St. George in our province of 
Georgia; bounded North by land of the said 
grantee & on all other sided by vacant land. (This 
plat shows Briar Creek running next to the land.) 
Bladen Co. Deeds 

MARCH 6, 1775 Isaac LAMB of Bladen planter. 
On Hogg Swamp...130 A...being the lower part of 
300 A granted to Abram LAMB by patent Nov 6, 
1757..Wit: Saml SMITH, Danl WILLIS P.520-21 

1784, Washington County, 287 1/2, Headright for 
Rev. War or patriot. South by the Altamaha River,  
East by John Mann's land, West by surveyed land 
and North by vacant land. One Bounty. This is 
the actual grant, signed 31 Dec 1784 and 
registered 5 Jan1785. Signed by Geo. Handley. 
Surveyed by Joseph Tamell, Surveyor of the 
County of Washington.  

The survey states, "Surveyed by virtue of affidavit 
from under the hand of the Hon. John 
Habersham, Esquire, president of the Executive 
Council, dated 17 May & executed 22 Jun 1784. 

http://duplin.lostsoulsgenealogy.com/query/resa.htm#725
mailto:sfchance@burke.net
http://duplin.lostsoulsgenealogy.com/query/resa.htm#725
mailto:sfchance@burke.net
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Power of attorney for Abraham. "State of Georgia  
Lamb, Abraham, I do hereby authorize and 
empower Luke MANN to petition in my name and 
stead for a bounty of land which I am entitled to 
by an act passed at Augusta the 20th of August 
178? and in all cases to act as my lawful attorney 
in the above business as witness my hand this 
sixth day of April 1784. Signed with his Mark. 

1785, Burke County, 100 acres. To Tho. Lewis, 
Esq. County surveyor for said county. Adjoining 
land of the said Abm Lamb. Signed 2 Mar 1784 
by David Emanuel, certified by Willm Lard? South 
West by the said Lamb's land, North East by 
William Sheffield’s land, and on all other sides by 
vacant land. signed 15 Jan 1785, registered 22 
Jan 1785, signed by Geo.Handley. 
1786, Burke County, 200 acres. By the court of 
justices of the county of Burke: To Tho. Lewis 
Esq. County Surveyor for the county of Burke. On 
the Beaver Dams adjoining the upper line of land 
granted Elias Lindsey, on his head rights. Signed 
5 Sep 1785 by Tho. Lewis attest by William Lard? 
(The plat shows the name "Lewis" on one side). 

Abram LAMB (probably Abraham, Jr.) received a 
land grant in 1821, Emanuel County, 300 acres.  
Abram Lamb was commissioned a justice of the 
peace in Capt. Snell's District, Montgomery Co., 
GA, 3 Aug 1802. 

Abraham married Mary before 1760 in North 
Carolina. Mary was born after 1730 in North 
Carolina. She died after 1800 in Georgia. Mary's 
surname is possibly NAIL. ? ? 

Abraham and Mary had the following children: 

2Fi.Chloe LAMB was born about 1760 in North 
Carolina. Chloe Snell was a charter member of 
Bark Camp Baptist Church in Burke Co., GA.  
The Barkcamp District of Burke is one of the 
earliest communities of Georgia. Documentary 
evidence points to the site as the original 
settlement as 3 miles to the southeast of the 
present Barkcamp Crossroads (a community that 
lies to the west of the creek and some six miles 
above Midville), on the east side of Barkcamp 
Creek and just below the bridge on the Midville-
Birdsville road. 12 APR 1788 Chloe Snell - 
Charter member - Bark Camp Baptist Church, 

Burke, Georgia -- source: Darlene Hill 
<rockerdar@aol.com> as posted 
on Ancestry.com —  

Chloe married Christopher SNELL son of Barnett 
SNELL and Susanna Elizabeth SCHULER about 
1780 in North Carolina or Georgia. Christopher 
was born on 20 Dec 1752 in Orangeburgh, South 
Carolina. He died about 1835 in Georgia.  Posted 
on Ancestry.com by Darlene Hill 
<rockerdar@aol.com> : 

Disinherited by his father for joining the Colonial 
Army during the Revolutionary War (his father 
was a Loyalist). Listed on Montgomery County, 
GA tax list for 1797 - 558 acres pine; 1negro, 1 
poll, tax $1.0625; and 1798 (2 slaves). Listed on 
Montgomery Co. jury list in 1797. Listed on grand 
jury list of Montgomery Co., GA as of March 22, 
1798. Listed on 1804 Montgomery Co. Jury List 
(lived in Upper Big Ohoopee District). Listed  
on 1805 Montgomery Co. tax list (6 slaves) and 
1806 (7 slaves) in the 56th GMD. Listed on 1806 
Montgomery Co. jury list, juror #17. Listed on 
Montgomery Co. tax list in 1811 (6 slaves) and 
1812 (7 slaves) in District 56. On 24 Apr 1827, he 
advertised a reward to be given at his residence 
in Emanuel County for the return of a runaway 
slave who ran away on 8 Apr 1827. The slave 
was named Caleb and was of yellow complexion, 
23 years old, 5 feet 10 or 11 inches tall (per 
Georgia Journal). Military Service: 1802 Captain 
of the 56th Militia District, Georgia 

3Mii.Isaac LAMB was born before 1770 in 
Georgia. He died in 1827 in Jefferson Co., 
Georgia.  

Isaac LAMB was a Land Lottery Winner, 57th 
District, 1807; Tax List 1805/06/11/12.  
1820 Jefferson County Census, page 308: Isaac, 
over 45, 1 male 18-25, 2 males under 10. Will 
probated 1 Jan 1827, Jefferson Co, GA. 

Isaac was married and had children prior to his 
marriage to Charity ROOKS in 1818. Georgia 
Journal, Milledgeville: Tuesday, August 24, 
1819 - Georgia, Emanuel County. Superior Court. 
March Term. The Grand Jury…request that our 
Presentments (none listed) be published in the 
Georgia Journal …Isaac Lamb... 

mailto:rockerdar@aol.com
http://ancestry.com/
http://ancestry.com/
mailto:rockerdar@aol.com
mailto:rockerdar@aol.com
http://ancestry.com/
http://ancestry.com/
mailto:rockerdar@aol.com
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Isaac married (1) Unknown before 1790 in 
Georgia. Isaac married (2) Charity ROOKS on 12 
Nov 1818 in Georgia. Charity was born before 
1780 in Georgia. Charity is listed as head-of-
household on the 1830 Jefferson County Census, 
page 419, with 1 female 20-30, 2 males 20-30, 
and 1 female under 5. 

4Miii.Jessie LAMB was born before 1770 in 
Georgia. Jessie was granted 240 acres in 
Washington Co., GA, in 1790, grant book UUU, 
page 136, GA Dept. of Archives and History. 
Listed on 1804 Montgomery Co., GA, Jury list,  
56th GMD, upper Big Ohoopee District. 
Landowner, 56th District, Montgomery County,  
1805 and 1806. 
Jessie married Delilah about 1790 in Georgia. 
Delilah was born before 1775 in Georgia.  
5Miv.Abraham LAMB Jr. was born before 1775 
in Georgia. 
Abraham LAMB, Jr., served as a Lieutenant in 
Capt. SNELL's unit: 56th District, Montgomery 
Co., GA. 1802, 1804 Jury member, Montgomery 
County; Tax List Montgomery County - 
1805/06/11/12: Land Lottery Winner 1805. 
Source: Huxford Magazine, Vol. V, page 954. 
1820 Emanuel Co., GA, Census, pg. 86: Abram 
LAMB - over 45, 3 males under 10, 1 male 10-16, 
1 male 16-18, 2 males 16-26, 1 female 26-45, 1 
female under 10, 1 female 10-16, 1 female 
16-26. Granted 300 acres in Emanuel County in 
1821, grant book 0.5, page 343, GA Dept. of 
Archives and History. Abraham and his wife 
apparently had at least 10 children. 
6Mv.Reuben LAMB was born before 1775 in 
Georgia.  
Reuben was married and had children before his 
marriage to Sarah. He is listed on the 1820 and 
1830 Jefferson County Censuses. 
Reuben married Sarah DANIEL on 8 Sep 1818 in 
Jefferson Co., Georgia. Sarah was born about 
1780 in Georgia. 
7Fvi.Asenath or Cenith or Seny LAMB was born 
about 1780 in Georgia. She died in 1862 in 
Johnson Co., Georgia.  

Asenath married Christopher SNELL son of 
Barnett SNELL and Susanna Elizabeth SCHULER 
about 1797 in Georgia. Christopher was born on 
20 Dec 1752 in Orangeburgh, South Carolina. He 
died about 1835 in Georgia. 
8Fvii.Martha LAMB was born before 1800 
in Georgia. Martha married a BARROW before 
1820 in Georgia.  
9Fviii.Lydia LAMB was born before 1800 
in Georgia. Lydia married a SANFORD before 
1820 in Georgia.  
Helen Odum Harrell  HeyLadyH@Hotmail.com 

******************************************** 

Hello All, 

Please excuse my hijacking addressed from 
an old email. I have just currently gotten 
back to my research after over a year, due to 
loss of sight. I am now back in the fight and 
trying to find my paternal ancestry. 

I have recently uploaded my raw DNA 
results from Ancestry to GedMatch.com. I 
was wondering if anyone had uploaded 
theirs. I have not found any matches as of 
yet.  

The email I now use is: 
kerry.john.odom@gmail.com 

Looking forward to hearing back from 

anyone willing to compare DNA kits. 

Have a Blessed Day! 

Kerry John Odom 
Family is Forever

mailto:HeyLadyH@Hotmail.com
mailto:HeyLadyH@Hotmail.com
http://gedmatch.com/
x-webdoc://98CCE3F8-C8E5-4773-8795-B6BE039518EF/kerry.john.odom@gmail.com
http://gedmatch.com/
x-webdoc://98CCE3F8-C8E5-4773-8795-B6BE039518EF/kerry.john.odom@gmail.com
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GEDCOM AT LAST 

I (Durl Odom) was commissioned at the NC 
gathering to create a common GEDCOM file 
of Odoms, and need your help, PLEASE!!! 

For several years this idea has been kicked 
around.  Almost everyone agrees that the 
common file would be of great help in 
research for old-timers and those just getting 
started alike.  And many feel it would be an 
appeal for those who are “on the fence” about 
membership in NOA. 

Let’s make it happen!  It’s time to turn this 
idea/dream into a reality.  And you’re the key! 

I ask two things of you.  First, lets name it.  
We must call it something, so what shall it be?  
Share your suggestions.  I have listed the 
names I came up with below.  My first, and 
favorite, is “Odoms in America” for obvious 
reasons, but feel it needs Frank’s approval.  
What say ye, Frank?  Others include, “ALL 
OF US”; “ONE BIG FAMILY”; “ODOMS by 
ANY Spelling”; “NOA Family” or “The NOA 
Family.”  Please share your suggestions.  Also, 
how shall we decide on the name?  A Beauty 
Contest at Eufaula, with 1st prize being the 
winning person gets to name the file?  Place $2 
ea. donation/suggestion in hat, name drawn 
being used for file?  Highest bidder (at 
Eufaula) gets to name the file?  All monies go 
to organization, of course.  (In the meantime, 
I’ll give it a temporary name...) 

Two – AND FAR MORE IMPORTANT – 
send me a copy of your GEDCOM file.  
Simply go to your family tree program, open 
your file, make a GEDCOM copy of the 
people you want included in the common file – 
say your Odom ancestors up through 1920 – 
attach this copy to an email addressed to me 

and hit “send.”  It’s as easy as that...really.  
Even JR can do it!!! 

As the files reach my mailbox, I will upload 
them to my family tree program, then I will 
merge them into one common file, and make 
that common file available to all active 
members of NOA who have provided their 
individual file(s) for use in creating the 
common file.  (Note the two requirements: (1) 
made file available for use; (2) active [paid up] 
member of NOA) 

This editable file will display the names from 
each of our individual files, and will reflect all 
“matches.”  It will then be made available by 
various means approved by NOA for viewing 
by the above-mentioned people. 
So, create your file and get it to me today! 

Durl Odom, Florida 

AVERY AND COLLINS YOUNG 
Born August 22, 2015 to Rebecca June and 
Justin Young and big brother Owen James 

Young. Rebecca is Laurel Odom Johnston’s 
daughter, Cheryl Odom Thompson’s niece and 

Grand daughter of Ivan Carl Odom



November 2015 �17

JOHN HENRY 
ODOM 

Just wanted to let 
you   and the NOA 
group know that 
John passed away 
on Sat. Nov. 28, 
2015 at 2:20 am. at 
t h e R a l p h H . 
J o h n s o n V A 

Hospital in Charleston, SC.   He had been 
diagnosed with non-alcoholic fatty liver disease 
in 2009 after spending 16 days there.  I held him 
as he slipped away and know he is in a better 
place.   This past year he hadn't done much in 
the way of genealogy because medicine he took 
to bind the amonia in his liver caused him to 
have to be in the bathroom a lot.   He had days 
of confusion where he didn't know anything the 
next day and he would say it must be hard on 
me when I told him things he did.   We were 
married 51 years, 3 months and 4 days and I am 
thankful he went the way he did.   The 
cardiologist told me a couple of months ago 
how fragile John's health was and that it would 
be a blessing if he died in his sleep.   He did 
have the confusion on Wed. Nov. 25 was 
stabliized , lived through his 73 birthday on 
Thanksgiving Day then on Friday when every 
family member had been there his vitals 
changed and his fever was 103-104.   We were 
told that he was going to die in the night and we 
could choose whether to remove to remove the 
breathing tube or leave it in.   A chaplain was 
with us and we were able to talk to John.   Our 
oldest son, John, III and his sister Katie couldn't 
stay so Alex took them home to stay with them.  
Our youngest son Chris, his wife Lynn, my other 
daughter in law Kathy and our 16 yr. old 
granddaughter Elaine were there with me.    
After he passed away and I signed papers at VA 
to release his body we got home about 5:00 am 
and finally got about 4 hours sleep.   I got in 
touch with VA to have them release his body to 
James A. Dyal Funeral Home in Summerville, 
SC.   We went to funeral home at 3:00 pm on 
Sat. to make arrangements and to see if we 
c o u l d h a v e f a m i l y v i e w i n g b e f o r e 

granddaughters had to leave for Columbia, SC 
to get to college for final exams.  

The viewing went well and I stayed with him 
from 11:00 am - 5:00 pm that day.   We took 
pictures and I had some of his hair clipped.   He 
will be cremated to be buried in my casket when 
I die.  We are having a memorial service on 
Tuesday, Dec. 15 at Charleston Southern 
University. Visitation at 2:00 and service at 3:00.  
In lieu of flowers we asked for donations for 
Shriner's Hospitals or Charleston Southern 
University Scholarship Fund.

John and I enjoyed our time with the group and 
if I'm up to it I will come to Ala. this coming 
July.   If anyone wants to e-mail me at 
raynelle4546@yahoo.com or our address is 224 
Geechie Club Lane, Cottageville, SC  29435.


John Henry, wife Raynelle and grandson Alex 

John was the son of John Henry Odom, Jr. and 
Thelma Irene Odom, and born in Apopka, 
Florida on Nov. 26, 1942. John is survived by his 
wife of 51 years Raynelle, their two sons, John 
Henry Odom, III & grand children John 
Alexander Odom, Mary Kathleen Odom and 
Elaine Nicole Odom and Christopher Scott 
Odom and grand daughter Allison Lynette 
Odom. Siblings Gary Eugene Odom (Alice), 
Thomas Lloyd, Linda Painter (John), Roger 
Daniel, Pamela Kay Odom (deceased), Kenneth 
Newman (Nona), and Penny Raynelle Henry 
(Danny).  In addition, two half siblings, Michael 
Odom and Gaye Odom.  He has numerous 
cousins, nieces and nephews and great nieces 
and nephews. 


mailto:raynelle4546@yahoo.com
mailto:raynelle4546@yahoo.com
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Bill Odom, 
published in WOODWORKING magazine
NOA web administrator and co-host of the 2011 
Reunion in Melbourne, Florida, Bill Odom 
recently presented his grandson with a unique 
birthday present.   Bill has been a hobbyist 
woodworker for many years and was a subscriber 
to a popular woodworking magazine.

The magazine was starting a new toy project 
series on military vehicles and looking for 
individuals that had some woodworking interests 
and also been associated with the different 
military vehicles. A connection was made through 
Facebook.
The November 2015 edition of the magazine 
featured Bill and his military history with the 
AC-130 Spectre Gunship and included plans for 
making one.
Well since his grandson, Zackary Steven Odom, 
had his 9th birthday coming up in the first week of 
December, the pressure was on the complete the 
plane in time! And as the photo shows the 
deadline was met!
Genealogy or Family History? 
What’s the Difference? 
Genealogy: 
Establishment of a Pedigree by extracting 
evidence, from valid sources, of how one 
generation is connected to the next. (In essence, 
this means the discipline of the construction of a 
valid family tree)
Family History: 
A biographical study of a genealogically proven 
family and of the community and country in which 
they lived. (In essence, this means the writing of 
a biography of a series of related ancestors of 
common genealogy. Family History incorporates 
Genealogy)

STORAGE SAVING PROTECTING KEEPING

Well, we have had an interesting week. My 
husbands computer took the proverbial dive into 
the netherland. We called the local computer 
geek, then a friend with an IT company and the 
verdict was the same. DEAD DEAD DEAD

The first question both of the IT’s asked 
was, “how was your information backed up”. Our 
answer, “Uhhhhhhhhh”. Since it was black Friday 
and we were already out and about, our first stop 
was to pick up an external hard drive. The IT’s 
recommended 1 TB, we bought one that looked 
good to us and took it home. It was so easy, we 
plugged it in, followed the on screen instructions 
and voila, this computer is now backed up. DO IT.
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Thoughts on Thanksgiving... 
  
Whether our interest is in history or in genealogy or a combination of both, ultimately our study is of those 
people who have gone before us.  Some lived fairly recently while others lived in the distant past.  All share 
something in common that we know nothing of by personal experience in our modern world.  
  
Those that came to America or what would become America left knowing full well that they would likely never 
see their loved ones again.  The same was often true for those living in the eastern states and who moved 
westward.  No telephones, no internet, and much slower mail delivery meant even written communication was 
measured in weeks and months and very uncertain. 
  
Day to day life involved hardships that we cannot even begin to imagine today.  No central heat, air conditioning 
(or even a fan), electricity or indoor plumbing of any kind were rather minor issues compared to other aspects of 
pioneer life.  
  
Keeping food was no simple task without the availability of refrigeration or preservatives.  Even the simplest 
forms of canning were not a possibility for most until the mid 1850's and later.  The frontier offered little in the 
way of affordable food supplies from commercial sources.  As a result, the pioneer was faced with the task of 
having to raise and store enough fruits, vegetables and livestock to take his family thru the winter.  To this he 
added game he had taken in hunting and fishing.  Preservatives such as salt were highly valued but often not 
readily available or affordable.  A crop failure due to drought, or infestations such as swarms of locusts 
(grasshoppers), rabbits, or even squirrels caused many of the pioneers to have a very uncertain food supply. 
  
These pioneers endured diseases and illnesses that we have little or no personal experience of: cholera, polio, 
consumption (tuberculosis), small pox, yellow fever, and influenza outbreaks were common.  At times, these 
swept thru a region killing thousands at a time.  Imagine a time when there were no antibiotics for the treatment 
of infections, and when there where no immunizations to prevent the spread of contagious diseases. Imagine what 
child birth, surgery or amputations were like without effective pain killers or without anesthesia. 
  
Despite all the hardships and difficulties that our ancestors faced, we are all are the descendants of those who 
somehow, despite all odds, survived at least long enough to produce another generation.  All of our direct 
ancestors were survivors, even if their life was rather brief. 
  
It is easy to romanticize the past and wish we could live back in those times when life was slower and simpler.  
Our world today certainly offers its own difficulties, challenges, and uncertainties but we can truly say that our 
life today is relatively simple when compared to that of the lives of our ancestors. 
  

We do have much to be thankful for! 
Happy Thanksgiving! 

  
My Genealogy Hound with over 43,000 free pages of biographies, historic maps, vintage postcards and historic 
photos: www.MyGenealogyHound.com 
  
  
Hearthstone Legacy Publications features History, Genealogy, and Map 
Resources: www.HearthstoneLegacy.com 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=92378358&msgid=1207496&act=OXQT&c=376600&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mygenealogyhound.com%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=92378358&msgid=1207496&act=OXQT&c=376600&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hearthstonelegacy.com%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=92378358&msgid=1207496&act=OXQT&c=376600&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mygenealogyhound.com%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=92378358&msgid=1207496&act=OXQT&c=376600&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hearthstonelegacy.com%2F
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STOP BLAMING THE MILKMAN! All my life I’ve 
heard “You don’t look at all like your brothers. 
Are you the milkman’s kid?” After my parents 
and brothers (no sisters) passed away I 
decided to have my DNA tested through 
23andMe. I was surprised when I didn’t match 
any of my paternal first cousins who also 
tested. Maybe I am the milkman’s kid! Also a 
surprise anonymous half-sister showed in my 
matches. After a lot of detective work I was able 
to track her down. As a result I just met with 4 
wonderful half-sisters and have plans to meet 
with 2 half-brothers. As for the poor milkman; 
sorry everyone kept blaming you. In reality I 
only had to look as far as the man next door. 
Never give up your search.

From Bill Odom

WOW !  This DNA thingy is really great.  I have 
known for ages that I had 2 half sisters, 3 step 
sisters, and 4 plain ordinary sisters of the usual 
kind.  (Only 1 sister is still living.) 

My mitochondrial test result was tied to my 
Anc.com list, and I get the word that Helen 
Frances Odum and Helen Odum Harrell may 
be one and the same person or perhaps 
TWINS.   

I am now awaiting results of my autosomal dna 
test.   Hope it gives me better news. 

I cannot believe that the world is ready for more 
than one of me.         Helen Odum Harrell

 
Helen Odum Harrell
HeyLadyH@Hotmail.com

New MEMBERS 

Margaret Woodrough

4691 Skimmer Way S

Saint Petersburg, FL 33711-4659

(727) 898-9003

margo4it@tampabay.rr.com

My earliest Odom ancestor

Archibald Odom, Sr. 

Mitchell Odom


4423 Carroll St., Northport AL. 35475

modom@bama.ua.edu

My earliest Odom ancestor

William Olin Odom  

Charles Odom
6365 Woodridge C, Mason OH 45040
(845) 304-1577
cjo33@hotmail.com
My earliest Odom ancestor
Malachi Odom

Gloria Trommler & Georgette Pereira Kammer 
Odom
25 Stony Run Road, Stevens PA 17578
(717) 449-6133
ocean.breaz42@gmail.com
My earliest Odom ancestor
James Odom, Jr

Charlotte A Johnson

446 Trinity Dr, Allen TX 75002

(469) 6751316

E-mail

cacj1111@tx.rr.com

My earliest Odom ancestor

James W Odom SR


Laurel Baty
6649 Dasher Ct, Columbia MD 21045
(410) 381-8631
E-mail
laurelbaty@comcast.net
My earliest Odom ancestor
Possibly William Odom (1778-1860)

	 ▪	 Can a first cousin once removed be 
returned? 

	 ▪	 A cousin a day keeps the boredom away. 
	 ▪	 A great party is when everyone joins in the 

gene pool. 
	 ▪	 An inlaw is someone who has married into 

your family; an outlaw is an inlaw who 
resists letting you do their genealogy! 

	 ▪	 If your family members won’t talk about a 
particular relative, a seasoned genealogist 
knows they are keeping mum about 
something very interesting. 

http://anc.com/
mailto:HeyLadyH@Hotmail.com
mailto:margo4it@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:modom@bama.ua.edu
mailto:cjo33@hotmail.com
mailto:ocean.breaz42@gmail.com
mailto:cacj1111@tx.rr.com
mailto:laurelbaty@comcast.net
http://anc.com/
mailto:HeyLadyH@Hotmail.com
mailto:margo4it@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:modom@bama.ua.edu
mailto:cjo33@hotmail.com
mailto:ocean.breaz42@gmail.com
mailto:cacj1111@tx.rr.com
mailto:laurelbaty@comcast.net
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Chick-Fil-A Customer  
Stunned By What He Finds On 

Unattended Table…  
He Was Speechless 

Chick-fil-A, the same fast-food outlet that 
constantly gets accused by liberals of being evil, 
has once again proved the opposite to the world. 
This time it did so by unveiling an amazing 
Veterans Day tribute that left Georgia resident 
Eric Comfort in complete shock. 
According to a Facebook post he published on 
Monday, when he walked into a local Chick-fil-A, 
Comfort discovered a “Missing Man Table” that 
contained a single rose, a Bible and a folded 
American flag, as well as a plaque within which 
was the following explanation: 

“This table is reserved to honor our missing 
comrades in arms. The tablecloth is white — 
symbolizing the purity of their motives when 
answering the call of duty. The single red rose, 
displayed in a vase, reminds us of the life of 
each of the missing and their loved ones and 
friends of these Americans who keep the faith, 
awaiting answers. The vase is tied with a red 
ribbon, symbol of our continued determination to 
account for our missing. A pinch of salt 
symbolizes the tears endured by those missing 
and their f 

amilies who seek answers. The Bible represents 
the strength gained through faith to sustain those 
lost from our country, founded as one nation 
under God. The glass is inverted — to symbolize 
their inability to share this evening’s toast. The 
chair is empty — they are missing.” 
After the story went viral, the store manager, 
Alex Korchan, explained to WSB that his team 
members had set up the table because they 
“wanted to honor veterans.” 
Furthermore, he revealed that he planned to 
offer free meals to all veterans and their family 
members this Veterans Day between the hours 
of 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
Korchan also put up a poster so that customers 
could write in the names of loved ones who they 
have lost. 
“We’ve had a lot of people who have come in 
and seen it and been touched by it,” Korchan 
continued. “It’s been special to see.” 
  
Before/After War Between The States Pics.  
These are pretty fun and interesting.

  
If you slide the yellow button 
on the side of the pictures 
you can flip between then and now. 
Incredible Before / After Civil War Photos 
drag slowly and watch the transistion 

http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/ng-
interactive/2015/jun/22/american-civil-war-
photography-interactive 

	 ▪	 If you shake your family tree, watch for the 
nuts to fall. 

	 ▪	 Some family trees have more sap than 
others (and mine certainly has more than its 
fair share). 

	 ▪	 Genealogists never fade away; they just 
lose their roots. 

	 ▪	 If you don’t tend your roots, the tree may 
wither away. 

	 ▪	 Family tree research is one giant step 
backwards and one giant step forward—
usually at the same time.

http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/ng-interactive/2015/jun/22/american-civil-war-photography-interactive
http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/ng-interactive/2015/jun/22/american-civil-war-photography-interactive
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President  
Cheryl Odom Thompson 
P.O. Box 413, Seeley Lake, MT 59868 
406.677.2309  solutions@blackfoot.net 
1st Vice President  
Peggy Coriasco 
p.coriasco1@yahoo.com 
2nd Vice President - Hosts 2015  
Pam and Durl Odom 
4277 U.S. Hwy 90 E, DeFuniak Springs FL 32433 
(850) 892-0457 DODOM@panhandle.rr.com 
Treasurer 
Thelma & Glenn Blackburn 
1856 Putnam Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006 
918.333.7902  TPBGEN@aol.com 
Secretary 
Natalie Tucker 
8372 Lucania St, Dublin CA 94568-1519 
(925) 828-1345 natalietucker1@yahoo.com 
News Editor 
Cheryl Odom Thompson 
P.O. Box 413, Seeley Lake, MT 59868 
406.677.2309  solutions@blackfoot.net 
Data Editors 
Bill Bruce 
13123 Roaring Springs, Dallas, TX 75240 
792.938.1103  wtbruce@swbell.net 
Kathy Odom 
1132 ACR 385, Palestine, TX, 75801 
903.729.7251claraodom0524@centurylink.net 
Website 
Bill Odom 
2797 Pembroke Rd, Melborne, FL 32935-2436 
www.odomassembly.us 
State Reps 
Alabama Larry J Odom.  
4750 Britton Lige Rd, Millry AL 36558 
251.846.2171  odoms4749@millry.net 

Arkansas  Emma Cox Odom  
602 N. Centennial Ave,West Fork, AK 72774 
479.839.2551  eodom1@cox.net 
California  Paula Tucker 
8372 Lucania St, Dublin CA 94568-1519 
(925) 828-1345  tuckerd1@comcast.net 
Florida  Charles Odom 
2405 Twickingham Ct, Clermont, FL 34711 
352.243.3342  odomjeanne@gmail.com 
Georgia Harry Odom 
215 Brighton Woods Dr, Apt 3110, Pooler GA 31322 
912-988-1712 
Indiana  Betty Odom Haskett 
1337 Ridgedale Rd, Richmond, IN 47374 
765.935.7516  mikenbetty@aol.com 
Kentucky  Kent Preston 
36 Preston-Cates Rd, Serbee, KY 42455 
270.884.3411 klpreston@att.net 
Louisiana  Dot Wise Wirth 
9524 W. Pomona Dr, Baton Rouge, LA 70815 
225.925.8878 dwisewirth@aol.com 
Mississippi  Deanna Shows 
89 Freeman Rd. Petal,  MS 39465 
601.520.3228 showsfd@aol.com 
North Carolina Ray Odom 
4595 Windstone Rd 
Rock Hill SC us, 29732-9568 
(803) 981-5270 JEOdom@comporium.net 
Oklahoma  Thelma & Glenn Blackburn 
1856 Putnam Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006 
918.333.7902  TPBGEN@aol.com 
South Carolina  Ray Odom 
4595 Windstone Rd, Rock Hill, SC 29732-9568 
(803) 981-5270 JEOdom@comporium.net 
Texas Jimmy Ray Odom 
1132 ACR 385, Palestine, TX, 75801 
903.729.7251 claraodom0524@centurylink.net 
Tennessee   Need a rep

The NOA News is published quarterly by the National Odom Assembly, August, November, February, May. 
Information in this publication is of interest to those people doing genealogical research on the names Odom, 
Odum, Odam, Oldham, etc. Assistance is offered and research as well as fellowship is shared.
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Membersh ip  Appl i ca t i on  2015-2016  
Membership year  1 August to 31 July 

Name:____________________________________________________      ___Snail Mail     ___Email 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

City:______________________________________________  ST: _________  Zip:  _______________ 

Phone:  (____)___________  Email:  ___________________________________    ___New ___Renewal 

INFORMATION CHANGES _____________________________________________________________________ 
PHONE NUMBER, EMAIL ADDRESS,, ADDRESS 

My earliest Odom ancestor:  _____________________________________________________________ 
Please include any birth/death dates and locations for ancestors. Attach an ancestor sheet if possible. 

Make your checks payable to the National Odom Assembly. Mail your $25 check to Glenn Blackburn: 1856 
Putnam Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006. Payment of your dues entitles you to the NOA Newsletter, publication of 

queries and your family line & entry into the members only section of the website            http://
odomassembly.us/contact/contact.htm. Address membership inquiries to the above or to TPBGEN@aol.com. 

Thank you for your prompt renewal, it will save us reminding you. 

NOA Newsletter

PO Box 413

Seeley Lake, MT 59868
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