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Greetings NOA members, 

J u l y i s f a s t 
approaching and 
w e n e e d 
e v e r y o n e t o 
m a k e t h e i r 
reservations for 
o u r a n n u a l 
meeting.  This 
year promises to 
be an absolute 
success with lots 
t o d o a n d s e e i n 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee.  

Remember to bring your 
auction items and don’t 

f o r g e t y o u r 
membership dues. 
Many of you will be 
a t t e n d i n g 
graduations and 
weddings so be 
sure to send those 
p i c t u r e s a n d 
announcements to 
Che r y l f o r ou r 
newsletter. I would 

like to thank everyone for

TODAY’S NEWS 
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THE CANDY BAR 
PERSONALITY TEST 

• This personality test is 
different from any other.   

• Which one of these candy 
bars is your favorite? 

• You can only pick one! 

• MILKY WAY 
• NESTLE CRUNCH 
• BABY RUTH 
• 3 MUSKETEERS 
• BUTTERFINGER 
• SNICKERS 
• TWIX 

Look through the newsletter 
to find what kind of 
personality 
you  have 
based on 
your 
favorite 
candy bar.
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all your prayers during my dad’s 
cancer surgery and treatment.  
He is doing much better and 
getting stronger every day.   I 
would also l ike to thank 
everyone who stepped in for me 
and answered emails and other 
duties that fall upon the 
president.  Your support was 
g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e d a n d 
welcomed.   

I would like to remind all state 
reps to please do as much as 
you can to br ing in new 
members to our group.  This 
task doesn’t just fall on the 
state reps but all NOA members.  
We should all be trying to 
encourage others to join our 
wonderful organization.  I 
realize how busy everyone is 
these days but I challenge all 
members to enroll at least one 
new member.  If we all did this 
every year, then we would be 
e s s en t i a l l y d oub l i n g ou r 
membership annually.  Surely, 
you can think of one family 
member who would enjoy the 
NOA as much as we do.  It’s not 
required that they attend the 
meetings but they miss out on 
all the good times we have and 
the fellowship.  You can rest 
assured that membership will 
be one of the major topics at 
this year’s meeting.  So get out 
there and round up some 
members and I will see you all 
in Murfreesboro.  

Danny 

President of NOA

Michael Odom 
PO Box 409  
Maple Valley, WA 98038 (Newsletter downloaded) 

T. LaFontain Odom 
309 E. Morehead St. Apt 918 Charlotte, NC 28202-2324 
He writes: “We have moved!” 

CORRECTION in NEWSLETTER on page for BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS LISTING: 

Dorothy Bruce: home phone: 972-239-4901  
Bill Bruce: Cell phone: 972-514-2947 

MILKY WAY 
Romantic, warm, loving.  You care about other people and can 
be counted on in a pinch.  You tend to melt. 

NESTLE CRUNCH 
You like sports, whether baseball, football, basketball or soccer.  
If you could, you would like to participate, but enjoy watching.  
You don’t like to give up the remote control. 

BABY RUTH 
Sweet, loving, cuddly.  You love all warm fuzzy things.  A little 
nutty. 

3 MUSKETEERS 
You are adventurous, love new ideas, are a champion of 
underdogs and a slayer of dragons. 

BUTTERFINGER 
Smooth and articulate, you are an excellent after-dinner speaker 
and a good teacher.  But don’t try to walk and chew gum at the 
same time. 

SNICKERS 
Fun-loving, sassy, humorous.  Everyone enjoys being around 
you, but you are a practical joker.  Others should be cautious in 
shaking hands! 

TWIX 
Both brittle and supple in social situations; sort of trapped 
between personality types.
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MURFREESBORO, TENNESSEE – JULY 13-16, 2017 

“Putting the puzzle together…one piece at a time”    

Greetings!  Registration form for Murfreesboro, TN meeting is included in the 
newsletter.  HOTEL DEADLINE IS JUNE 26TH.  REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS JUNE 30TH. 

Again, the site hotel is the Hampton Inn, 325 N. Thompson Lane, Murfreesboro, TN 
37129, 615-890-2424.  King or double rooms are $129.00; king studio suites are 
$149.00.  Cancellation is 24 hours prior to arrival.  We have a block of 25 rooms from 
July 11-16; release date is June 26, 2017 or until the group block is sold out.  You can 
call to make your reservation OR you can go to the NOA group page on the web by 
using the following link:  
 http://hamptoninn.hilton.com/en/hp/groups/personalized/M/MBTOFHX-NOA-20170711/index.jhtml.   

Our registration, hospitality and meetings will all be in the same room this year!  We 
do want to make you aware of the following:  there is no sink or refrigerator in the 
room; therefore, please remember this when you consider what food you might bring 
to share.  Individual rooms do have refrigerators and microwaves. 

We have three tours scheduled:  Nissan is a 1 ½ hour tour on a tram; for safety 
reasons, children under 10 are not permitted; you must wear shirts with at least a 4-
inch sleeve and closed-toe shoes; no flip-flops or sandals are permitted; weapons of 
any kind, cell phones, cameras and all other recording devices are strictly prohibited.  
Cannonsburgh Village (self-guided tour) represents approximately 100 years of early 
Tennessee life from the 1830’s to the 1930’s.  Within the village is a gristmill, school 
house, telephone operator’s house, the University House, the Leeman House, a 
museum, a caboose, the Wedding Chapel, a doctor’s office, a general store, a 
blacksmith’s shop, a well, and other points of pioneering interest.  Stones River 
National Battlefield will be a 90-minute caravan tour.  The Battle of Stones River was 
a hard earned Union Victory.  At dawn on December 31, 1862, the Confederate Army 
of Tennessee charged across foggy fields west of Murfreesboro to begin one of the 
bloodiest battles of the Civil War.  For three days, 81,000 men struggled and nearly 
one-third of them became casualties.  The Battle was a tactical draw, but proved to 
be a significant strategic victory for the Union. 

The auction, which was a huge success last year, will be on Friday evening, and we 
will have Ron Taylor (from last year) with live entertainment for us on Saturday night.  

There is a lot to see and do in the Middle Tennessee area – so come early/stay late 
to get the most out of your trip!   

Look forward to seeing you! 

http://hamptoninn.hilton.com/en/hp/groups/personalized/M/MBTOFHX-NOA-20170711/index.jhtml
http://hamptoninn.hilton.com/en/hp/groups/personalized/M/MBTOFHX-NOA-20170711/index.jhtml
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"PUTTING THE PUZZLE TOGETHER…ONE PIECE AT A TIME"

NAME:

ADDRESS, CITY, STATE & ZIP:

CELL PHONE: HOME PHONE:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

OLDEST KNOWN ANCESTOR:

NAME(S) FOR BADGE(S):

WE NEED A HEADCOUNT FOR ALL EVENTS!  Banquet is the only event to pay in advance.

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION BY MAIL:  June 30th.  If you need to register after this date,                                       please CALL.  DO NOT SEND CHECKS AFTER DEADLINE - PAY AT MEETING!

COST PER   
PERSONEVENT DATE # PEOPLE TOTAL 

Dinner - Cheddar's Wed, July 12 Individual pay Pay at restaurant
Nissan Tour Thu, July 13 No fee No fee
Dinner at Demos' Thu, July 13 Individual pay Pay at restaurant
Cannonsburgh Village Tour Fri, July 14 No fee No fee
Dinner at Red Lobster Fri, July 14 Individual pay Pay at restaurant
Stones River Battlefield Tour Sat, July 15 No fee No fee

Banquet & Entertainment Sat July 15 $27.50 $    

PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO "NOA" MAIL CHECK AND FORM TO:  Pam & Durl 
Odom                     4277 US Highway 90 E, 
DeFuniakSprings, FL 32433  Questions?  Call 
Pam's cell 850-830-2708                          or 
email:  sfgoldhip@panhandle.rr.com

Are you a member of NOA  
Group on Facebook?  Yes/No

ALL HAMPTON INN ROOMS WILL BE RELEASED TO THE PUBLIC ON JUNE 26TH  

2017 Registration 
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TO WHOM WAS SHE MARRIED or
WHO WAS THE FATHER OF HER CHILDREN

Matilda Mauldin had four children, but who was 
the father?
1850 Matilda is living with her parents in 
Habersham, GA
1860 living with parents in Grassy Knob, GA
1870 living alone with 4 children under the age 
of 10 (assumed a widow, but who knows)
In this 1870 Census, all 4 children have the 
name Mauldin! This is obviously wrong. She 
wouldn't have had 4 stair step illegitimate 
children! She had to be married, and then 
widowed or abandoned. She died in 1872, and 
the children were taken in by others.
All four children used the name Mauldin all of 
their lives. Unless Matilda married another 
Mauldin, this is wrong! All of the descendants of 
these "Mauldins" will be mislead into believing 
that Matilda's married name was Mauldin, when 
in fact it was her maiden name. They will be 
looking for a Mauldin father of these 4 children. 
When they get dna tested, theories of infidelity 
and illegitimacy will be invented!
This is a great example of a widow raising her 
children with her maiden name, and offers a 
simple explanation of how easily the dna testing 
can mislead us. The records are often wrong or 
incomplete, and we assume many things without 
proof. melismo2 from Ancestry.com

RUCKER MAULDIN’S WIVES AND CHILDREN

The record of Rucker’s life in SC is well 
documented in Deeds, and Census and family 
records. The names and dates of his wives and 
children are mostly well documented, however...
Who were his wives? When did they marry? 
Which children go with which wife?
One of his wives was Nancy Posey. However, 
the date of their marriage and identity of their 
natural children are in question. Some claim that 
all of Rucker’s children are Nancy’s. This might 
be assumed if not for a single Deed dated 1806. 
In this Deed, Anne Miller Mauldin is identified as 
the wife of Rucker Mauldin, and she releases 

her dower rights. This means that Rucker’s 
marriage to Nancy had to be after that.
Others claim, as supported by that Deed, that 
only the last two children, Osborn and Benjamin, 
are Nancy’s. Nancy was previously married to a 
Smith, as proven in her father’s Will in 1787. 
The name of her first husband is not known, but 
may have been a son of Kitt Smith. She may 
have had children with Mr. Smith, and some or 
all of them may have been raised by Rucker.
Another wife, Susannah Anne Miller, is proven 
by that Deed. The date of their marriage is also 
unknown, but she is still an unmarried widow in 
Feb. of 1790, as shown on another Deed. It is 
unknown if any of Rucker’s children are Anne’s. 
Anne was previously married to William Moore. 
Anne may have had children with Mr. Moore that 
could have been raised by Rucker. The Census 
records tell part of the story.
These are the wives and children attributed to 
Rucker:
Wives: Anne Miller (b.unknown), Nancy Posey 
(b.1769)
Children: Mildred (b.1785), Laban (b.1787), 
Francis (b.1789), Allen (b.1791), Lewis (b.1793), 
Ransom (1796), Nancy (1797), Mary Ann (b.
1800), Rucker (b.1802), Elizabeth (b.1805), 
Osborn (b.1810), Benjamin F (b.1811)
Children: Mildred (b.1785), Laban (b.1787), 
Francis (b.1789), Allen (b.1791), Lewis (b.1793), 
Ransom (1796), Nancy (1797), Mary Ann (b.
1800), Rucker (b.1802), Elizabeth (b.1805), 
Osborn (b.1810), Benjamin F (b.1811)
Here are the Census records:
The 1790 Census for Union Co. shows only a 
rough idea of this family: 1 m over 16 (Rucker), 
2 m under 16 (assumed sons – natural or 
adopted), 3 f all ages (assumed wife and 2 
females of unknown age and relation). Are these 
Rucker’s natural children with Anne Miller 
Moore, or did Rucker take in some of Nancy 
Posey Smith’s children (like older sons)? He 
was a preacher and neighbor. He might have 
been helping Nancy out (before they were 
married).
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1800 Census (match): 1 m 26-44, 1 f 26-44, 1 m 
10-15, 3 m under 10, 1 f 10-15, 2 f under 10
Rucker moved to Anderson County, SC and 
married Nancy Posey in abt 1810.
181 0 Census (1 extra f 10-15): 1 m 26-44, 1 f 
26-44, 3 m 16- 25, 2 m under 10, 2 f 10-15, 2 f 
under 10. Rucker was 50, Nancy was over 44, 
Mildred, Laban, and Francis are grown, Allen and 
Lewis match, Ransom is 14 not 16, Nancy, Mary 
Ann and Elizabeth match. 
1820 Census (match): 1 m over 45, 1 f over 45, 1 
m 16-25, 1 m 10-15, 1 m under 10, 1 f 16-25, 1 f 
10-15. 
1830 Census (match): 1 m 60-69, 1 f 60-69, 1 m 
20-29, 1 m 15-19.
The 2 males in 1820 and 1830 are Osborn and 
Benjamin, from Rucker’s marriage to Nancy 
Posey. The others are of unknown parentage, 
especially since the date of the marriage to Anne 
Miller Moore is unknown. 
Deeds
This Deed shows that widow Susannah (Anne) 
(Miller) Moore sold land:
Ind enture of William Moore dec'd and Susannah 
Moore of the state of SC and Ninty Six District of 
one part and Benjamin Johnson of the same sold 
for 2000 lbs sterling...400 acre on the S side of 
Broad River part of a larger grant of one 
thousand acres originally granted by NC land 
patent to John Clark  3 Sept 1753 478 acres part 
on S side of Broad River. Wit. William 
Farr...Charles Johnson ..Mary Taylor...and Jesse 
Wood   sg   Caleb Gassaway...Ann Gassaway 
Susannah Moore X No date found Union Co SC 
Deed Bk A pg  33-34.
Here Rucker buys land adjacent to “Ann Moore’s 
back lot”. This means that in Feb. of 1790 Ann 
was still unmarried.
2 Feb. 1790 Union Co SC Caleb Gassaway and 
Ann his wife sell to Rucker Mauldin land on 
waters of Broad and Tygar River bounded by 
Jesse or Josiah Wood ...Ann Moore's  back lot 
containing 100 acres more or less Wit:   James 

Grimmick and George bastrum ? rec 33 Feb 
1806 Union Co SC Deed Bk A.
Here is a part of the land sale where Ann is 
identified as Rucker’s wife:
Ann Miller Mauldin wife of the within named 
Rucker Mau ld in came be fo re me and 
relinquished her rights. Justice John P Saxton 
Union District SC 11 Jan 1806 sg Ann Miller 
Mauldin X
In conclusion, there is a possibilty that Rucker 
Mauldin raised some of Nancy Posey Smith’s 
older children, married Anne Miller Moore after 
1790 and had children with her, and then married 
Nancy after 1806, and had two children with her. 
An educated guess based upon the records and 
limited dna testing is that Mildred, Laban, and 
Francis are the children of an unknown son of 
Kitt Smith and Nancy Posey. The other children 
are either Rucker’s natural children with Anne 
Miller Moore, or some of them could be Mr. 
Moore’s. The last two children are Rucker’s 
natural children with Nancy Posey Smith.

MAULDINS MAY BE SMITHS
Laban and Francis Mauldin and all of their 
descendants may be genetic Smiths - 
updated 11-30-13
Var ious peop le who be l ieve they a re 
descendants of Kit Smith and Rucker Mauldin 
have had ydna testing done. Some have the 
surname Smith, and some have the surname 
Mauldin, all based upon surname and genealogy. 
There is no dna from Rucker Mauldin or Kit 
Smith. As I understand it, the test compares a 
tester’s profile of markers against a standard that 
represents a hypothetical common ancestor. This 
hypothetical ancestor is created (triangulated) out 
of the most common markers found in those 
tested. This created ancestor is given a name 
based upon the surname and (hopefully proven) 
genealogy. Each new tester is compared to that 
standard.
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The main point here is that the test does not 
“converge” on Rucker. It converges on a 
hypothetical common ancestor to those tested, 
said to be Kit Smith. Rucker's parentage is 
unknown. Those Mauldin descendants that were 
tested only include Rucker in their trees because 
it has been assumed by all that he had two sons 
named Laban and Francis. Documentation is 
fairly sound that they were raised by Rucker. But, 
what if Rucker was not really the biological father 
of these two sons? The testing converges on Kit 
Smith, which means these two sons are not 
Rucker's, or Rucker was an illegitimate son of 
someone in the Kit Smith family. However…

Nancy Posey (Rucker's 2nd wife) was a Smith in 
her father’s will in 1787. Her 1st husband, 
possibly Meade Smith, died in about 1790. Her 
first 3 children were all born between 1785 and 
1790. The two male children were Laban and 
Francis. They both grew up as Mauldins, claiming 
Rucker as their father, which inadvertently 
mislead all of their descendants. Nancy even 
married Rucker after his first wife died, and they 
had children of their own. Nancy and Rucker were 
not married to each other when Laban and 
Francis were born, so these two sons are unlikely 
to be Rucker’s. They are probably Meade’s, and 
he was Kit’s son! So, Laban and Francis are most 
likely genetic Smiths.

Doesn’t this set of observations show that Rucker 
has nothing to do with this? These were not his 
sons! So, the ydna testing doesn’t imply that he is 
illegitimate. It converges on his two adopted sons 
and their missing father, Meade, son of Kit.
RLB (descendant of Francis Mauldin, or I should 
say Francis Smith, Rucker's step-son)
Disclaimer: I do not claim to be an expert on 
anything. I piece things together in ways that 
make sense to me, and I try to get it right. I make 
as many errors as anyone else, and often have 
"senior moments". I try to do my own work, and 
usually don't say something is "true" unless I have 
fairly strong evidence. To me, this is all theory in 
search of evidence. We are creating stories about 
our ancestors, not arguing over who is "right". It's 
not about us. It's about them.

WHO’S CHILDREN ARE THESE?
The 1850 US Census shows:

Gideon Odum 77, 
Mary Odum 30, 
TJKO 18, 
NO, 16, 
JKO 11, 
EO, 7, 
SLO 5, 
TGO 3

The 1860 US Census shows:
Gideon Odum 87
Mary Odum 45
Salena Odum 14
William Odum 12
Thomas Kinsey 25
Nancy Kinsey 23
Joseph Kinsey 20
Elizabeth Kinsey 18
James Kinsey 5

Gideon married Mary ‘Polly’ Kinsey Jan 3, 1843. 
Mary was about 26 years old. Seven years after 
their marriage, they are shown in the 1850 census 
with TJKO 18, JKO 11. No way was Mary the 
mother of TJKO and even JKO was marginal. 
Also their entries for added the K initial. Looking 
at the 1860 census there are quite a group of 
children with the last name of Kinsey. Two, 
Thomas and Joseph, probably are the same 
children from the 1850 census. 

Looking at Mary’s father line, we see that he was 
probably married twice. The first time to Martha 
‘Peggy’ Piehuff and they had three children 
Thomas, Roland and Joseph. Then he married 
Chloe Ray and they had Tabitha, Bon decalle, 
John, Laura, Eliza

In my many years I have come to a conclusion that 
one useless man is a shame,

two is a law firm,  
and three or more is a congress.  

--John Adams
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My DNA Testing Results
In the Odom Y-DNA Project, which was started by Helen Odum Harrell, those of 

us that tested found there were 4 distinct Odom/Odum groups. Additionally, a large 
group of testers did not match anyone else in the project.  This can be somewhat 
misleading as our ‘sample size’ was quite small and not truly ‘random’.  With around 100 
testers out of the 30,000 plus households that the census reports as having an Odom/
Odum as head of household this sample is very small. And since most of the people 
that took the test where already relatives or know to each other 
through their association with the NOA this tended to slant the 
results also.  It is quite possible that a complete new Odom/Odum 
line(s?) could have been left out of the testing.

Because of the sale of the company we used for the testing, 
Relative Genetics, at a critical point in the project, the final results 
could also be misleading.  Relative Genetics provided us with detail 
analysis periodically as the lab results came in. After the sale, we 
basically had to do our own analysis. 

This type of test is focused on just the male line and goes back for many 
generations. For example, members of one of the above-mentioned groups might have 
to go back more than 10 generations to find a common ancestor with another member 
of the same group.  I don’t think many of the participants have a paper trail going back 
that far. Most of the Odom/Odum lines I have seen end in Colonial Times.

My own results of this project placed me in the largest of the 4 groups thus 
verifying my Odom lineage. With a close match to John Henry Odom it validated my 
paper documentation back to our common great grandfather (born 1804). And that is 
where it ended. I have not been able to firmly establish a paper trail to any other 
member of the group. 

This left me with a skinny tall pine tree for a family tree.

Since then I have become involved with Autosomal DNA testing.  For those that 
don’t know autosomal testing can be done by both males and females. The results 
provided are for your paternal and maternal relatives-grandparents, cousins, parents, 
even children. One limitation due to the nature of the combining of the DNA the results 
only reach back 6-8 generations. I have tested myself, my son, my brother and my wife 
with Ancestry and tested myself with 23andMe. [My wife? No, we are not DNA related!] 
Why test my brother? Because of the randomness of the DNA he tends to have more 
matches on our paternal side and I have more on the maternal side. 

Through these tests, I have identified 14 2nd cousins, 33 3rd cousins, 47 4th 
cousins, 23 5th cousins, 30 6th cousins, and 18 7th cousins. With a total of 60 matches 

on the paternal side and 101 on the maternal side. I have not 
been able to identify 2 wives in my Odom line. Now my family 
tree is looking like a mighty Oak with just a few limbs missing. 

 

Another result of the autosomal testing I have been able to 
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assist persons that were adopted or abandoned find their family.  Currently I am working 
with a lady from Louisiana that is a close match and we trying find our connection.

 

Last year before the reunion in Eufaula, 
Ancestry emailed me asking if I would like to 
be on a tv reality show they are sponsoring. 
I worked with them and in September the 
filming crew visited us. The name of the 
show is Relative Race on the byutv channel 
part of the Brigham Young University in Salt 
Lake City. If you would like to see the series 

but don’t get the channel go to byutv.org and look for Relative Race Season 2 Episode 
1. Watch the whole season, 10 episodes, I think you will enjoy it. http://www.byutv.org

My connection is to the Greers, Team Black.  Joe is a cousin on my mothers side.

Joe and Madison Greer.

ODOM Genealogy & Family History - FREE - WikiTree 
https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/ODOM 

ODOM genealogy and family tree collaboration. Ancestry, descendants and family history 

WHAT TO BRING TO MURFREESBORO, TENNESSEE 
Yourself, your family, your genealogy information, your 

questions, your desire to meet new family members, your 
excitement for learning about research, an auction item, 

pictures, research, connections, a love of family and genealogy. 

https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/ODOM
https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/ODOM
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News from Kentucky

Hunter was selected for participation in NYLF. He.is the 
great grandson of Mildred and the  late Freddie Preston, 
grandson of Dale and Pam Preston, son of Cody and Tonya 
Redfern. 

Brittni Wiley Tichenor 

I have a bachelor in science in middle 
grades education, minor in middle 
grades math. I plan to stay in this area 
and teach math. Great granddaughter of 
Mildred and late Freddie Preston, 
granddaughter of Tonia and Mike 
Thomasson, daughter of Steve and Lisa             

Wiley

Blake Levi Preston

2017 University of Kentucky graduate. Obtained a B.A. degree 
in Political Science, and a A.S. degree in Criminal Justice. Blake 
resides in Lexington Kentucky. Planning on teaching or working 
with local government. He is grandson of Mildred and late 
Freddie Preston and son of Kent and Lisa Preston and father of 
Aiden and Eli Preston (the twins)

JN Jack Odom 
1874-19?? Wife 
Ireland 1880-??

Small monument Lola Odom 1912-1971
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Sam is the youngest son of Mildred and late 
Freddie Preston. Mildred will adding another 
great grandson in June!

We have had a busy spring and as of now Kent 
and myself, Blake the twins, Mildred and Tonia 
and her family will be attending in July. We are 
looking forward in seeing everyone. Mildred 
wants to attend again and while she is able to 
maybe one more time. See ya

Blake has started the ancestry tree again 
enjoying digging up dirt!!i mean facts! Lol

Jack and  Inella  were parents to Lola and Ben.

Hope you got all this! Lol
Lisa Preston

Ben Odom 1902-1943 
wife Mary Odom 
1905-19??

If you don't read the newspaper  
you are uninformed,

if you do read the newspaper
you are  misinformed.

--Mark Twain

Suppose you were an idiot.
And  suppose you were
a member of  Congress.

But then I repeat  myself.
--Mark Twain

I contend that for a nation to try
to tax itself into prosperity is like a  

man standing in a bucket and  
trying to lift himself up by 

the handle.
--Winston Churchill
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I have the Issac Odom 1750 chart posted by Joey Odom1, a profile 
connected to my DNA results. Have not made contact since I received this 
information. Since Gideon is listed as Malachi's brother I am really trying to 
make contact with Joey Odom. Can you be of any help?? 
Our son, Randy, lives in Lake Charles, LA. Randy is on a hunting trip in Ohio. 
I will be back in touch with him next week. Please let me know what your 
thoughts are in this discovery. ED note: we haven’t been able contact him.

Does anyone know Joey Odom1? We would 
really like to know his documentation. We 
have  been  supposing  this  relationship  for 
several  years,  but  need  some  kind  of 
confirmation. Thanks for any help you can 
give and share. Cheri
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National Odom Assembly 
Welcome Meeting 

July 14, 2016 (Thursday) 
9:00 am 

Opening prayer by Chaplin Paula Tucker 

New this year:  MaryAnn Odom & John Goodspeed of San Antonio, TX 

Durl Odom  
This is the 3rd time we’ve met in Eufaula, AL 
1980. First gathering 
2004 the 25th Reunion 
2016 the 37th Reunion 

Durl sharing some slides of the area and things to see while you are in the area 
o Georgetown, across the river in Georgia 
o Carnegie library – Research area (side door)   
o Pecan House (original site) they are now located in town on the main street 

and also have a FedEx if anyone needs it. 
o Fairview Cemetery  (be careful where and how far you drive) 
o River City Grill – where we will have dinner tonight, (lobby 5:30 or meet there) 

Pam had everyone take a candy bar of their choosing.  I caught only partial descriptions, but 
here they are: 

Milky Way – Romantic 
Nestle Crunch – Likes sports, Could participate 
Baby Ruth – Sweet, Loving, Cuddly and a Little Nutty 
# Musketeers – Adventurous 
Butter Finger – Smooth & Articulate 
Snickers – Fun loving, Sassy, Humorous 
Twix – Brittle and Supple 

Hospitality Room is 200 – Guess the Kisses for a $1. All proceeds go to NOA 
 
Magnolia Room = Friday A.M. bring Auction and Door Prizes 

Live Entertainment and Saturday night will be Ron Taylor & his band 
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Page 2 
Welcome Meeting 

July 14, 2016 (Thursday) 

Passing around “Thinking of You” cards to those that couldn’t make it this year.  We have 
a few; let us know if we missed anyone. 

The Shorter Mansion tour is downtown on the right, just before the main area.  
Pam cell 850-830-2708 
Durl cell 850-830-7904 

Cheryl Thompson 
10 a.m. tomorrow, Bill Odom will give presentation on DNA 
3 p.m. tomorrow, Peggy Coriasco will give a presentation on Researching and Digging up 
Bones.  

Committees 1-2pm 
 Election Committee – Peggy Coriasco 
 Finance Committee – Glenn Resigning 
 Membership – Where to go 2018? 
Suggested to do ALL Member Committee Meetings as a Group (like last year) 
Agreed – meeting 1-2pm tomorrow in Magnolia Room 

Paula Tucker – asking for names of those that have passed away. She has those that 
were sent to her, but wants to make sure she has everyone.  

Memorial will be Noon on Saturday after the General Business Meeting in Magnolia Room 
and then out back to the dock. 

Adjourn:  10:10 a.m. 

2017 NOA AUCTION 
PLEASE BRING SOMETHING TO AUCTION AT OUR MEETING AT THE 

OUTER BANKS 
A GREAT WAY TO TAKE HOME  A SOUVENIR * HELP OFFSET THE COST OF THE MEETING 
GENERATE SOME FUN COMPETITION AMONGST FAMILIES * SEE SOME UNIQUE ITEMS 

THIS IS SUCH A FUNNY FUN EVENT SO BRING SOMETHING TO AUCTION AND PLAN 
ON TAKING SOMETHING HOME. 
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National Odom Assembly 
Executive Board Meeting 
July 14, 2016 (Thursday) 

8:45 p.m. 

A meeting of the Executive Board was held at the Lake Point Lodge, Eufaula, AL on 
Thursday, on Thursday July 14, 2016 at 8:45 p.m. 

The following members were present: 

 Cheryl Thompson – President  
 Peggy Coriasco – 1st Vice Presidents 
 Pam & Durl Odom – 2nd & 3rd  Vice Presidents 
 Bill Odom (FL) – Web Master 
  
Cheryl Thompson – would like not to have the job of President renewed 
Glenn & Thelma Blackburn are resigning from the Treasurer position which includes 
Membership. 

Website – Past Treasurer was against PayPal option to pay for membership.  Would like 
to have this option available in the future for the new Treasurer.   14 New Members 
through our web page.  Option for PayPal, but are still able print the application and send 
in with a check if member wants. 

If someone takes the time to go through web page, we should have something to go back 
to them.  Package sent with information & passwords, latest newsletter and a packet or 
leftover information from the latest reunion. 

Who is supposed to make contact with new member?   
1st VP – Membership 
PayPal option - figure 50% of the people will do. 

Communication between Treasurer and Host of the current upcoming Reunion is key – 
set up online registration for the events. 

Newsletter – What to change or not change? 
- Has seen a decrease in articles from State Reps.  
- State Reps need to be educated about what to write about in their information 
- Send More in: 

o November – Stores about Military effort during war time, war cultural events 
& how affected your family. 

o Include theme and what you are looking for when a reminder is sent to get 
information. 

o Directory – include in November newsletter if mail out and have Bill post in 
the Membership Section. 
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Executive Board Mtg. 

July 14, 2016 (Thursday) 

Membership – Information online, the same as the form at the back of the newsletter 
- Tell us how you get to earliest ancestor, not just the name – GEDCOM 
- Have a note section on application 
- Electronic payment 
- Benefits of being a NOA Member (i.e. newsletter, members only access, etc.) 

Public –  
Private NOA FB – Members only section 

- Utilize data 
- Need to be searchable – Indexed 
- Data Managers 
- GEDCOM’s 

Bill Odom (FL) scanned 100 submissions and put them out there. 
Cheryl Thompson – check with friends at computer lab to challenge – How too 
Public Facebook teaser to get someone interested & then gets to the Private Facebook 

Location - 2017 
- Presentation on where we are going at meeting - Murfreesboro 
- Opinion on 2018 

o Laurel is going to map with a dot every where we’ve been and see where there 
might be a hole or area we could go. 

- Edgefield South Carolina suggestion for future. 

Adjourn 9:29 p.m. 

PINS BY REUNIONS
If you haven’t missed any reunions here are the numbers Let Dorothy know. 

Nacogdoches TX 5 yrs 
Bardstown KY 10 yrs 
Bartlesville OK 15 yrs 
Charleston SC 20 yrs 

Tyler TX 25 yrs 
Jackson MS 30 yrs 

Austin TX 35 yrs 
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NATIONAL ODOM ASSEMBLY

GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING

July 16, 2016
9:15 a.m. EST
Eufaula, AL

A. Call to Order:    

B. Prayer – Paula Tucker

C. Pledge of Allegiance – (NOT SAID THIS YEAR, stated no flag)

Housekeeping -    Greeting cards for members that couldn’t make it, please sign and pass around – Dues Due – 
Kiss Jar, guesses $1, sign your name with your guess and pay Pam – Pin for Years attended NOA reunions. Let 
Cheryl know, so that you can be presented at the Banquet. – Sunday devotion will be in the Hospitality Room 
8 a.m. - $1200 was made at the Auction last night. Thanks everyone!

Discussion – Summary from yesterday:
- We have money in the bank
- Fountain will look into non-profit status
- Looked at PayPal – Dues, Products, etc.

o Cost 2.2% of price, .85 cents to pay dues
- Paula Tucker Motion to add PayPal, Second by Peggy Coriasco – 

o Passed, by the majority “Ayes have it”.
o Discussion – Still an Option

D. The Minutes of the Previous Board Meeting:

The minutes of the previous Board Meeting, July 18, 2015 in Manteo, North Carolina were read and accepted.

Ray Odom of SC Motioned to accept the minutes with correction, 2nd by Laurel Johnson, CA. (No 
Opposed)

E.  New Business

1. Committee Reports – This year we did not divide into committees. Those in attendance at the meeting 
on Friday 7/15/16 were on all Committees – we conducted them together.

a. SITE Committee – Murfreesboro passed and accepted as 2017 Reunion. 
1. Presentation by Durl Odom 

i. Hampton Inn – Large Hospitality Room
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National Odom Assembly 
Committee Meetings – At Large - ALL 

July 15, 2016 (Friday) 
1:15 p.m. 

Finance Committee – read by Cheryl Thompson –  $7,125.97 as of June 17, 2016. 
- We need to think about a new Treasurer – Glenn has resigned 
- What we spend money on: 

o Website 
o Newsletter 
o Awards (pins, plaques) 
o Annual Reunion 

(pulled raffle – Linda Bell) 

- Discussion 
o Newsletter low 
o Meetings are low – money in & out 
o Fundraising activities?  No, Auction Only 
o Fountain Odom – Are we tax exempt?  Is it worth the money to become tax 

exempt?  Getting qualification / keeping qualification 
▪ Fountain will check into tax exemption 

o Online Membership dues – payment options 
▪ Add PayPal to website (what is the cost?) 
▪ Is it cost effective 
▪ The demographic group of people we are trying to get to join 
▪ Cost percentage of the transaction 
▪ Could we increase the cost of the membership 
▪ Pass the cost on to the purchaser 

o Look into PayPal! 

Site Committee:  2018 

Laurel, Proposal for Great Memphis area, based on Map & where we haven’t been. 

Durl – Edgefield South Carolina – Lots of Odom’s – Large research library 
Thomasville – Georgia 
Mark West -Moultrie, Georgia 
(Presentation for Tomorrow) 
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Page 2 
Committee Meeting 

July 15, 2016 (Friday) 

(pulled raffle – Laurel Johnson) 

Nominating Committee –  
- President Resigned 
- Bill Bruce nominates Danny Powell of TX, Second by Ray Odom 

- Treasurer Resigned 
- Paula Tucker nominates Dorothy Bruce of TX, Second by Fountain Odom 

Membership Committee – On this committee – President, 1st VP, Editor, Treasurer and 2-3 
people at large. 

- Majority of new members have come through the website 
- Packet sent to all new members with benefit sheet / information left over from the 

last reunion. 
- Benefits?  Mark West – Networking, connecting with new people, genealogy (face to 

face), opportunity to display family trees 
- PSA – Public Service Announcements 

o Notices sent in the area of the next reunion 
- Comradery – organized travel and to meet people 

Open Discussion: 
Ray Odom SC – State Reps are not working. Can we replace state reps with a 
membership team?  Membership team have a chairman of that group. 
Cheryl stated, “Put together a proposal in black & white so that we know what we are trying 
to do.”  (put something in writing) 
Jimmy Ray Odom proposes a membership drive – People volunteer, send a welcome.  
Thelma used to call everyone & welcome them.  Lineage follow-up / Ways to connect them 
to others with same lineage. 

Newsletter article – bits & pieces 
Ray Odom – Can we consider local chapter of NOA 

(pulled raffle – Jimmy Ray) 
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i. Oaklands Mansion – Possible Tour 
ii. Cannonsburgh Village 

2. Proposed 2018 
i. Memphis TN 
ii. Moultrie, GA 
iii. Edgefield, SC (Aiken) 

Discussion:    
- Moultrie is 50 miles from Tallahassee FL or Valdosta, GA 
- Hotel / Restaurant 
- History Museum – 2 people running museum 
- Genealogy library 

- Per Laurel – Memphis was suggested because of the “hole” in the map of where we’ve 
not been – She is Withdrawing Memphis for 2018 

Motion by Pam Odom to go to Moultrie, GA for the 2018 Reunion, second by Paula Tucker 
 So Moved, Passed, the Ayes have it. 

b.   NOMINATING Committee  
1. Motion to have Danny Powell as President, Second by Durl Odom
2. Dorothy Odom moved to close nomination,  second by Fountain Odom – All  in 

favor of Danny Powell for President – The Ayes have it – So Moved
3. Motion for Dorothy Bruce as Treasurer.
4. Ray Odom moved to close the nomination, second by Bill Powell
5. Fountain Odom moved, Dorothy as Treasurer by acclamation

c.   Executive Committee – Job of Welcoming New Members 
1. President Danny Powell
2. Past President Cheryl Thompson

2. State Representative 
- State Reps need revamping 
- Ray Odom SC – State Reps – lots of contacts 
- Consider National Membership Committee with West Coast / Central / East Coast   

 Regional Reps to work with the Committee 
- Bill Bruce agrees – Centralized Committee to recruit in 
- Dorothy Bruce – 1 or 2 sheets to put in library or genealogy areas. 

Publicize in the area we are going next year 
- Cheryl – Make up 3 fold brochure that we can give to people – Something to handout   

Blank space for “you are invited by” 

 Summary:  Need Regional Reps 
   Need brochure with benefits 
   E-mail & Let know about website 
   Facebook not for everyone 
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Committee Meeting 

July 15, 2016 (Friday) 

Tomorrow at 9 a.m. Votes for positions – Discuss and vote on Proposals 

Durl – Voting on items about GEDCOM 
- GEDCOM  is a common file (promotional tool) 
- Struggling with it right now 
- If haven’t sent one in & need instruction, let Durl know 
- Information sent will be part of a common file 

o Name for GEDCOM file? Suggested Odom’s in American GEDCOM 
▪ A,B,C,D,E,F,G,H,I,J K 

o Determine how the file will be used 
▪ Active members and those who have contributed to GEDCOM will have 

access to it 
▪ All contributors will have access, but not able to change or edit 
▪ Put in Members Section – Family Tree 

o Next Year’s Topic – Making a GEDCOM File 

Tonight Auction after Meal – Seafood Buffet 6 p.m. in the Restaurant 

Tomorrow Banquet in here (The Magnolia Room) and Entertainment – Ron Taylor 

(pulled raffle – Jimmy Ray) 

Motion to Adjourn by Dorothy Bruce, Second by Danny Powell 
Adjourn 2:20 p.m. 

From last year, Ron Taylor will be there, along with longtime partners, the 
Grays.
This year, Bobby G. Rice will be featured. Bobby G. is one of the best known 
Country Artists in Nashville and will be singing some of his many hits of the 
past, including..."You Lay So Easy On My Mind" (song of the year 1973) 
plus  "Sugar  Shack"..."Mountain  of  Love"  etc.  This  show  will  long  be 
remembered for it's Country/Bluegrass/Gospel Harmonies and is sure to leave 
a good taste in the hearts and ears of those in attendance. 
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Bill Bruce motioned to have a National Committee Chairman for the purpose of promoting NOA 
Membership – to be allowed to set up Sub Committee members.  Second by Fountain 
Odom. 

Durl Odom, Isn’t this already the Membership Committee 
Bill Odom, FL – See Organization Chart 
Job of Membership Committee – Committee can assign State Rep. 
Bill Powell, Need Chairman appointed by the President 

 Paula Tucker rescinds motion by Bill Bruce to set up a National Committee Chairman, 
Second by Laurel Johnson 

Executive Board needs to discuss & Implement Bylaws on Committees 

Logo – Tom Odom’s daughter Mickey (Michelle Odom Creacy) designed 6 logos.
We are not replacing current logo, but to add something that we can use to encourage people to join.
VOTE:
#1, 1 vote
#2, 5 votes
#3, 2 votes
#4, 6 votes
#5. 0 votes
#6, 8 votes – Putting the puzzle together 1 piece at a time

Reminder of the #6 LOGO

1. GEDCOM File
a. Last year there was a motion to create a GEDCOM file – one has been created
b. Suggested 2 things

1. Give a Name
2. How to access it so it will be usable

c. Asked Frank if we can use “Odom’s in America”, then A-Z
Motion to Name GEDCOM File – Odom’s in America, Second by Fountain Odom

d. How is it going to be used?  And who’s going to have access to it?
1. Because  of  the  type  of  file  (to  use,  you  have  to  use  genealogy  type  of 

program)
e. Can post in Family Tree or genealogy program
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a. In Ancestry.com can create a family tree
b. Become a member and send in your GEDCOM, you can get access
c. Only invited people can see it
d. Do we post on Ancestry.com?
e. Public or Private Tree?

Durl, Motion 1, Propose to post GEDCOM file on Ancestry.com, Second by Bob Bell & Bill 
Powell. Passed

Durl, Motion 2, those who have added a GEDCOM file and are current members will have access 
to it.   Second by Fountain Odom.    Passed

Discussion:  Access - we will promote private tree on Ancestry.com
To Create a GEDCOM, send to Durl: Name, Father, and Grandfather

Durl, Motion 3, to have an editor & an assistant editor appointed by the editor to have access to 
change the GEDCOM file.   Second by Danny Powell.    Passed

Odom Ballad – Played by Frank Odom with his Squeezebox
Alabama Song – an Original by Frank Odom

Motion to Adjourn by Bill Powell, Second by Paula Tucker

2. Adjourn   11:07 a.m.

15 Minute Break before Memorial

List of Officers voted in this year. #1, #4, #5 & #6 will change based on Site.
1. President – Danny Powell
2. 1st VP – Peggy Coriasco
3. Secretary – Natalie Tucker
4. Treasurer – Dorothy Bruce
5. 2nd VP is Durl & Pam Odom of FL
6. 3rd VP is Mark West of Moultrie GA

CALL TO ORDER AGAIN 11:22

NEW TREASURER

1.Tom Odom, Motion:  Treasurer chooses a National Bank and the Executive Committee appoints 
an alternate signer from that committee.  Second by Bill Odom FL

2.Danny Powell, Motion that NOA has elected Dorothy Odom Bruce to be our Treasurer. Second by 
Durl Odom
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Discussion – Leave enough money in the old account to cover outstanding checks.  Send check 
to new Treasurer to open a new account with signature cards.  Executive committee will discuss 
& finish adding a second person on the account for NOA

Motion to Adjourn by Fountain Odom, Second by Bill Powell

Jake Odom, Elementary 
Teacher of the Year in the 
Palestine School District.

Jake Odom, grandson of Jimmy 
and Kathy Odom chose to 
change his college degree to 
become a teacher. For two 
years Jake studied journalism 
at several colleges. Realizing 
that he did not make the right 
choice and changed his goal to 
become an elementary school 
teacher, requiring another 5 
years to complete. The 4 years 

at the University of Texas at Tyler, Texas to finish. Lots of study and driving 
from his Dad's Randys home. Upon completing his college time he was 
recruited by a larger school and decided to stay close to home and signed on 
with the Palestine School District.

Upon completion of 3 years with the A. M. Storey School with grades 1-6 and 
some 800 students. Jake was nominated to received Teacher of the Year 
2016-2017. Kathy and I attended the awards on Friday, 26th of May. After the 
initial award for A. M. Storey teacher award, Jake was asked to remain on 
stage and it was announced that Jake Odom received the Palestine District, 
which included 4 more schools to the Teacher of the Year for the whole 
district.

The hard work and determination of Jake proves that he deserved the 
awards.
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Some Things to Do in Murfreesboro

Stones River National Battlefield

Oaklands Mansion

Cannonsburgh 
Village

Stones River Greenway

Discovery Center

Stones River National 
Cemetery

Batey Farms

Mayday Brewery

Hazen Brigade Monument

https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g60970-d4872168-Reviews-Mayday_Brewery-Murfreesboro_Tennessee.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g60970-d4872168-Reviews-Mayday_Brewery-Murfreesboro_Tennessee.html
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The Board 
President  
Dan Powell 
414 Danube St, Borger TX 79007 
(806)273.6889 dwpowell64@aol.com 
1st Vice President  
Peggy Coriasco 
2261 Childers Road, Marion IL 62959 
(618)889.7658 p.coriasco1@yahoo.com 
2nd Vice President - Hosts 2017  
Pam and Durl Odom 
4277 U.S. Hwy 90 E, DeFuniak Springs FL 32433 
(850) 892-0457 dodom@panhandle.rr.com 
3rd Vice President - Hosts 2018 
Mark West 
Treasurer 
Dorothy Odom Bruce 
13123 Roaring Springs, Dallas, TX 75240 
972-239-4901  dobruce@swbell.net 
Secretary 
Natalie Tucker 
8372 Lucania St, Dublin CA 94568-1519 
925.828-1345 natalietucker1@yahoo.com 
News Editor 
Cheryl Odom Thompson 
P.O. Box 413, Seeley Lake, MT 59868 
406.677.2309  solutions@blackfoot.net 
Data Editors 
Bill Bruce 
13123 Roaring Springs, Dallas, TX 75240 
792.938.1103  wtbruce@swbell.net 
Kathy Odom 
1132 ACR 385, Palestine, TX, 75801 
903.729.7251claraodom0524@centurylink.net 
Website 
Bill Odom 
2797 Pembroke Rd, Melborne, FL 32935-2436 
972-514-2947  www.odomassembly.us 

State Reps 
Alabama Larry J Odom.  
4750 Britton Lige Rd, Millry AL 36558 
251.846.2171  odoms4749@millry.net 
Arkansas  Emma Cox Odom  
602 N. Centennial Ave,West Fork, AK 72774 
479.839.2551  eodom1@cox.net 
California  Paula Tucker 
8372 Lucania St, Dublin CA 94568-1519 
(925) 828-1345  tuckerd1@comcast.net 
Florida  Charles Odom 
2405 Twickingham Ct, Clermont, FL 34711 
352.243.3342  odomjeanne@gmail.com 
Georgia Harry Odom 
215 Brighton Woods Dr, Apt 3110, Pooler GA 31322 
912-988-1712 
Indiana  Betty Odom Haskett 
1337 Ridgedale Rd, Richmond, IN 47374 
765.935.7516  mikenbetty@aol.com 
Kentucky  Kent Preston 
36 Preston-Cates Rd, Serbee, KY 42455 
270.884.3411 klpreston@att.net 
Louisiana  Dot Wise Wirth 
9524 W. Pomona Dr, Baton Rouge, LA 70815 
225.925.8878 dwisewirth@aol.com 
Mississippi  Vacant 
North Carolina Ray Odom 
4595 Windstone Rd 
Rock Hill SC us, 29732-9568 
(803) 981-5270 JEOdom@comporium.net 
Oklahoma  Thelma & Glenn Blackburn 
1856 Putnam Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006 
918.333.7902  TPBGEN@aol.com 
South Carolina  Ray Odom 
4595 Windstone Rd, Rock Hill, SC 29732-9568 
(803) 981-5270 JEOdom@comporium.net 
Texas Jimmy Ray Odom 
1132 ACR 385, Palestine, TX, 75801 
903.729.7251 claraodom0524@centurylink.net 
Tennessee   Vacant

2016-2017 Board of Directors

The NOA News is published quarterly by the National Odom Assembly, August, November, February, May. 
Information in this publication is of interest to those people doing genealogical research on the names Odom, 
Odum, Odam, Oldham, etc. Assistance is offered and research as well as fellowship is shared.
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Membership Application 2016-2017
Membership year: 1 August to 31 July

Name:_______________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

City: _________________________State: _____________________Zip:  _________________

Phone: (_____) _________________ Email: __________________________________________

My earliest ODOM ancestor: ______________________________________________________

(Include birth/ death dates; locations; attach Ancestor Chart if you have it.)

I am currently researching (family, place, time period: ___________________________________

Will you share your GEDCOM file? 
    YES or NO

          

NOA   NEWS
13123 Roaring Springs
Dallas TX 75240

WITH NOA MEMBERSHIP-YOU GET:   
Entry to “Membership Only” section of the NOA Website.   
Quarterly Newsletters;    Publication of your queries 

Http://odomassembly.us/NEW   or   RENEWAL (circle 1)

$25.00 Membership 
Checks payable to NATIONAL ODOM ASSEMBLY

 to Treasurer:
Dorothy Odom Bruce
13123 Roaring Springs
Dallas TX 75240-5642

I have done my DNA!  9 
Everyone is encouraged to do this!

NOA News
13123 Roaring Springs
Dallas, TX 75240-5642


