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Dear Odom Family, 

In honor of 
Veterans Day, I 
would like to 
thank all of our 
Veterans and 
Active Military 
Personnel for 
their service to 
this great nation 
of ours.  I hope 
that everyone was able to 
observe this holiday in 

one way or another.  It is 
important to remember the 

sacrifices these 
brave people have 
made for you and 
me.  With that 
being said, I would 
like to address how 
we can honor all of 
our family 
members and 
ancestors.  For 

those of us who are 
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Please be sure to 
share any changes 
to your address, 
phone number or 
email address from 
prior years.   

Thank you, Dorthy 

Consider buying a 
membership for 

someone in your 
family, dues are only 
$25 a family or how 
about a DNA test, Get 
one for yourself and 
do it together. Family 
fun for all.  
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interested in our genealogy, we 
frequently come across 
incorrect facts that have been 
attached to our relatives.  If 
you use Ancestry.com for your 
main source of research, as I 
do, you are familiar with the 
little green leaves they like to 
call hints.  These so called 
“hints” can be very helpful 
when documenting the life of 
our ancestors and the time 
period in which they lived.  
However, many times these 
little green leaves contain facts 
that are not true.  You would 
not believe how many times 
people take these sources as 
factual and will accept them 
into their family tree.  This is 
where the confusion begins. 

A good rule of thumb is to 
document your research with 
the source citations and the 
more the better.  Just because 
grandma’s headstone says she 
was born in 1857 doesn’t make 
it true, especially if she shows 
up on the 1850 Federal Census.  
Perhaps she didn’t want it 
known that she was a few years 
older than her husband or 
maybe the undertaker just 
screwed up.  Whatever the 
reason, you should never trust 
just one source and never trust 
that all the hints attached to 
your family members on 
Ancestry.com are correct. The 
same goes for Findagrave which 
has been recently purchased by 

Ancestry.  All I am asking is to respect your ancestors’ 
legacy and make sure the information you attach to 
them is true and correct and don’t take anyone elses 
word for it.   

I am looking forward to seeing everyone again in 
Thomasville, Georgia and I hope to see some new faces 
as well.  In closing, I would like to wish everyone a 
Happy Thanksgiving and a very Merry Christmas. 

Dan Powell, the President 

News from Florida

Charlie and I were touched by the card signed at the 
last NOA reunion.  "Keep new friends...some are 
silver others are gold." We hit the jackpot when we 
joined the NOA  for genealogical research more than 
25 years ago.

We are fortunate that the local library has an active 
group of genealogists. All we need to do is join them 
and see what progress has been made in the years 
since our family history has been on the back burner. 
That's a resolution, folks.

Charlie is getting ready to celebrate his 94th birthday 
in September. The fire department is on speed dial.

Jeanne Odom

Greetings To All From Indiana 

Another year has passed and the older we get, the 
faster they go. 

We are doing well and looking forward to NOA in 
2018. We hope to stop in Columbus, GA and pick up 
our grand children to bring with us....but much will 
depend on weather that week-end they will or will 
not be with their dad.
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Mike has had a busy year back and forth 
with appointments at the VA. On a good 
note, he had a nuclear scan done and there 
are no cancer tumors...PRAISE THE 
LORD!... although the cells remain through 
out his body. He will be undergoing 
bareactric surgery after the first of the year 
and hopes the doctor can repair a painful large 
hernia he developed after cancer surgery in 
2014. He has continued his walk with the 
LORD and is two classes away from his 
Certified Lay Speaker certificate. He does 
conduct service at our church when our pastor 
is unavailable. 

Betty continues with research of her ancestors 
and has found much information these past 
several months. She also is in pretty good 
shape health wise with some aches and pains 
of growing older.....but otherwise.....still 39 at 
heart!!! She continues to volunteer for the local 
food pantry and ushers at local functions. Both 
she and Mike are active in Bible Study 
Fellowship classes on Monday evenings. 

The weather here has been surprising for this 
time of year...cold in the mornings and in the 
40's by midday. Mike has been deer hunting 
several times and has gotten an 8 point, 180 lb 
buck a week ago. He has been trying to get 
two does...one for our daughter in Georgia and 
one for Dan. 

The kids have all had some changes this year. 
Kristine, our eldest, had her job combined into 
another department at U of Texas in Austin. 
They did offer her another position but no pay 
raise. She interviewed at LSU, Maryland and 
Rutgers. She settled on Rutgers as she was 
excited of the program, and they offered her a 
substantial pay raise and paid for her move 
from Texas to New Jersey. This will be a big 
change for her as she has not been in cold 
climates since graduating from high school in 
1993. Daniel is now employed at Belden wire 
operating an extruding machine. He has 
received a promotion and he really likes the 

job. He said they treat their employees 
awesome with bonuses. benefits and all the 
overtime he wants. He just bought a nice 
house and is going on five years in a 
relationship with a sweet girl named Jessica. 

The twins, Danielle and Kathleen are doing 
well. Danielle is still at U of Georgia finishing 
her PHD and should be done this summer. 
Kathleen has recovered from the divorce and 
she and Joe remain good friends. She has done 
much on her own that she is very proud of. 
She bought her own new car, bought a very 
nice house in Columbus, GA and now is a 
science teacher for Columbus Jr/Sr High 
School. She did her student teaching at Ft 
Benning and they wanted to keep her but had 
no openings. She said the difference between 
teaching military kids and civilians were like 
day and night and really liked the military 
school since she is an Air Force veteran. Both 
grandkids, Lucas (13) and Lorelei(8) have 
made the honor roll and are doing well. 

We are so very proud of all the kids....as we 
joke that they are all employed and their cars 
are running!! 

We hope all of you have a joyful and happy 
holiday......and always remember, JESUS is the 
reason for the season!!!! 

Mike and Betty (Odom) Haskett 
Richmond, IN 
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John David Odom was one of 3 brothers 
at the very first organizing of the NOA. 
John, Robert, George Odom. Robert 
served as vice president for a few years.

John was on duty on the INDIANAPOLIS 
that delivered the Atom Bomb that was 
used on bombing of Hiroshima. I have 
been in touch with John many times in 
the 38 years.

Jimmy Ray Odom (TX

Received a return of recent NOA 
NEWS, that this person has died, 
dated 9/5/2017. Does anyone know of 
him?

Walter Johnson "Pat" Hoggard, Jr.
9508 Newhall Rd
Richmond, VA 23229-3922
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Now…what about all of those 
PHOTOGRAPHS 

we still need to organize?
One of the great things about being our family 
historian is relatives send me photographs when 
they clean out a closet or a loved one’s home. 
They recognize the importance of these photos 
even if they do not know the identity of the 
individuals.  
So…they send them to me. 
As a result, I have hundreds of photographs of 
my ancestors from multiple lines. Add to that my 
own family’s photographs of the current 
generations.   Add sti l l more with the 
photographs I take on research trips (think 
documents, gravestones, etc). Very quickly I 
had a problem. 
I was drowning in real and digital photographs! 
Simple Photograph Organization For 

the Genealogist
As with your “regular” genealogy files, you want 
to organize your ancestors and family 
photographs using a consistent file system. 
Whichever system you decide to use, 
make it yours.  Do what works for you. 

This is how I organize my own digital 
photographs. For photographs that have not 

been digitized, that is the first step. 
•	Main Surname Folder [Howard] 
   ◦ Head of household Folder [Lester 
      Howard] 
      ▪ Includes the head of household, wif 
         (if applicable), children living in the 
         household. [Lester, Cecile, 2  
         daughters] Once a child becomes  
         their own head of household or  
        marries and enters a new household,  
        their photographs are placed under  
        that head of household. 
   ◦ Location [Lee County, NC] 

      ▪ Sometimes, I simply have photographs  
         of locations and/or areas where  
         ancestors lived or worked. Those  
         photographs associated with a family  
         or surname and not a specific  
         individual are placed here. 
You will notice this system closely mirrors my 
genealogy filing system. That is no coincidence. 
Keeping your filing system consistent despite 
the type of files you are organizing will make 
returning to your needed files easier.  

 Remember: Keep things simple! 
Now that your photos are 

organized….. 
Back them up… 

I cannot stress enough the importance of 
backing up your photographs. Having your 
photographs of all generations organized on 
your computer is fantastic, but you are NOT 
done, yet. Backing up your photographs 
regularly is critical. 
Tip: Mark a monthly date on your calendar to 
remind yourself. 
I chose to back my photographs up with Picture 
Keeper.   I simply plugged the little flash drive in 
my computer and let it do its thing. Picture 
Keeper scanned my computer for all photo files 
and backed them up.   
Picture Keeper even maintains my organization 
system and even skipped the duplicates! 
Backing up those photographs really was that 
simple!  
Are You My Cousin? is my personal blog written 
and edited by me, Lisa Lisson. My goal is to 
share my genealogy journey and provide you 
with information and resources to support you in 
your genealogy research. 
For questions about this blog, please 
contact me at 
LissonGenealogy@yahoo.com.

http://lisalisson.com/2017/01/03/what-you-need-to-know-to-organize-your-genealogy/
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http://www.lisalisson.com/blog
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Kelly Lynn Preston, 45 of Onton, 
passed away Sunday November 26, 2017 
at Select Specialty Hospital in Evansville, 
Indiana.   She was born in Henderson on 
January 6, 1972 to Dale Alan and Pamela 
(Rudy) Preston.   Prior to her illness, she 
was a supervisor at Tyson Foods and a 
culinary instructor.   She was a member of 
Onton United Methodist Church.   She was 
preceded in death by her father Dale Alan 
Preston and grandfather Freddie Preston.  
Survivors include her mother Pamela 
Preston of Sebree, 3 children Tory 
Richmond and husband Logan of 
Robards, Jordan Coyer and husband 
Chase of Sebree, Keegan Hayes of 
Sebree, , grandmother Mildred Preston of 
Onton, 1 sister Tonya Redfern and 
husband Cody of Sebree, 1 grandson 
Parker Coyer, 2 nephews Landon Bennett 
and Hunter Redfern.   A memorial service 
will be held at 4:00 PM Saturday 
December 2, 2017 at Onton United 

Methodist Church.   Bro. Marty Robertson 
will officiate.   Visitation will be Saturday 
2:00 PM until service time at the church. 
Tomblinson Funeral Home Sebree Chapel 
is handling arrangements.   Expressions of 
s ympa thy may t ake t he f o rm o f 
contributions to Kelly Preston’s Memorial 
Fund C/O Tomblinson Funeral Home.  
Online condolences may be made at 
www.tomblinsonfuneralhome.com

Greetings of the Seasons.    
I wish Peace to All and I hope you all 
receive the support of this Christmas 
Season.

My condolences to the Preston Family.    
Mildred's granddaughter passed away this 
past week.  She was Dale and Pam's 
daughter. Preston’s, know that we care 
and send My Love to All.  To all of you who 
had storms hit your areas - I hope things 
a r e c a l m n o w. I k n o w O r e g o n , 
Washington, California and Montana had 
huge fires.  An hour and half from where I 
live, was the huge fire that burned 
9,000.00 homes and businesses.  Those 
people are still in shock and trying to 
relocate. Napa, Santa Rose, Sonoma, Etc. 
are now worried about the winter rains 
hitting the areas. Flooding could be 
another tragedy.

Congratulations to Thomas Odom, who 
just celebrated a Big Birthday. Happy New 
Decade to you Tom. Natalie amd I are 
going to Reno Nevada for the Graduation 
of my grandson.  He has finished his five
months at the Police Academy in Reno. 
He was hired by the Washoe County 

http://www.tomblinsonfuneralhome.com
http://www.tomblinsonfuneralhome.com
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Chris Odom's Family from Elgin, TX
Part of the Jehu McAdoo line of 

Odom's

DNA Testing on Ancestry, along with 
circumstantial evidence, tends to 
support the idea that James McQuinn 
was the father of Nancy Carolyn 
McQuinn (aka McCann/McGlown), 
who was the mother of my confirmed 
ancestor, William Bennett Odom, and 
the first wife of my confirmed ancestor, 
Thomas Bennett Odom.

A McQuinn relative submitted to me 
the attached photo. You are welcomed 
to use this information anyway you 
chose to.

Sheriffs Department. We are 
proud of him. This is a
profession he has wanted to 
be in for such a long time.   

Peace, Good Health and 
Best Wishes for Your 
Holidays!     Paula Tucker

Q: How come you never 
hear anything about the 
10th reindeer “Olive”?
Olive?

A:Because”Olive the 
other reindeer, used to 
laugh and call him 
names!”
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Free Civil War Records and 
Tips for Finding State Pensions

This morning I read in Eastman's Online 
G e n e a l o g y N e w s l e t t e r a b o u t 
FamilySearch's new Civil War record 
releases. I'm always excited about more 
records (or even indices) coming online, 
but for me, the big news may be the 
new landing page. 

This page is a listing of free online Civil 
War Era records (so Federal and State 
Census records are included as well as 
Freedmen's Bureau records). These are 
just the records provided free through 
FamilySearch, though. Previously, it's 
been t ime-consuming to rev iew 
FamilySearch for Civil War records. This 
makes it much easier. However, you do 
need to realize these are just from 
FamilySearch. The list is so long; you 
might think it is comprehensive. 

Off the top of my head, I know there are 
free Georgia Confederate pensions 
available online in the Virtual Vault from 
the Georgia Archives (collections are 
alphabetical, scroll down to see the 
"Confederate" collections). These are 
also available at Ancestry.com if you 
have a subscription. It's easier to search 
at Ancestry.com if you have that option. 
You may have enough information to 
find the record quickly in the Virtual 
Vault. 

I also know Oklahoma Confederate 
Pensions are available online for free 
from the Oklahoma Department of 
Libraries. The index to these records is 
also available on the same page. 

Because individual states granted 
Confederate pensions, the collections are 
much smaller. If your state of interest 
isn't listed on the FamilySearch page, it's 
worth Googling the state you are 
interested in and "Confederate pensions" 
to see if they are available online or if 
there is at least an index. In most cases, 
a person got a Confederate pension from 
the state where he resided when 
applying, regardless of the state he 
served from. The rules to receive a 
pension varied by state as did the year 
they were first allowed. As a general 
rule, your ancestor or his widow 
probably had to survive until about the 
turn of the 20th century or into the 20th 
century. He or she also had to be needy. 
Governments (state or federal) weren't 
just tossing money around, so the 
veteran or widow had to show they 
needed the additional support, not just 
served. This also means some people 
would not have applied because they 
didn't want to ask for charity. Of course, 
some people applied under false 
pretenses to get free money. 

What does all this mean? You should 
check to see if your ancestor applied for 
a pension but you can't assume they 
received one even if you know they 
served in the Civi l War. If your 
Confederate ancestor moved around 
after the Civil War, you may have to 
check a lot of different places. If you 
have Union ancestors, you most likely 
have to order the pension from 
Washington, D.C. 

FamilySearch's new landing page for 
Civil War Era Records will make your 
research much easier. Now there's no 
excuse for not following up on those 

https://blog.eogn.com/2016/05/30/familysearch-org-releases-new-civil-war-records-for-memorial-day/
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http://www.digitalprairie.ok.gov/cdm/landingpage/collection/pensions
http://www.digitalprairie.ok.gov/cdm/landingpage/collection/pensions
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excuse for not following up on those 
potential sources. 

I'm Jennifer and I'm an Occasional Genealogist. 
I began my genealogy journey in elementary 
school. Fast forward over 25 years and I'm a 
professional genealogist and have been for over 
ten years.

Civil War Prisoners of War
According to records, about 56,000 soldiers died 
in prisons during the war, accounting for almost 
10% of all Civil War fatalities. During a period of 
14 months in Camp Sumter, located near 
Andersonville, Georgia, 13,000 (28%) of the 
45,000 Union soldiers confined there died. Was 
your ancestor among them? One of mine was 
there and although he survived, he was ill the 
remainder of his life.
Some say that the high mortality rate was not 
deliberate, but the result of ignorance of nutrition 
and proper sanitation on both sides of the 
conflict. History professor, James Robinson, 
said “”Americans had never been faced with 
what to do with more than 100 men in captivity 
before.”  Per historic records, the sanitation was 
so lacking at Andersonville that visitors 
oftentimes retched when approaching the prison 
due to the smell of raw sewage.

Civil War Prison Camps
Although Andersonville is probably among the 
best known, it’s estimated there were 
approximately 150 prison camps of varying 
sizes. Among the best known:

• Belle Isle (Virginia)
• Camp Douglas (Illinois)
• Elmira Prison (New York)
• Point Lookout (Maryland)
• Alton Federal Prison (Illinois)

If an ancestor was imprisoned at Andersonville 
or Cahaba (Alabama) you can search for him in 
this free database: Civil War Prisons.

How Many Symbols Have 
You Seen in Cemeteries?
Reading Sharon’s book reminded me of how 
many symbols I’ve seen in cemeteries (I’ve 
included a dozen of my own photos below). 
Some symbols Sharon discusses include:

• Forefinger pointing upward (soul has 
gone to heaven)

• Forefinger pointing downward (God is 
reaching down for the soul)

• Handshake (God’s welcome to heaven)
• Books (represent the Bible)
• Dove (Holy Spirit)
• Lamb (Innocence – often seen on 

childrens’ graves)
• Weeping willow (Sadness)
• Fraternal symbols such as the Masons
• Sheaf of wheat (Having lived a long and 

fruitful life)

 
If you have some time, I think it would make for 
a fascinating scrapbook page or Pinterest board 
to include all of the cemetery symbols that 
you’ve found over the course of your research. 
While I’m truly keen on saving family stories, I’m 
equally as enthralled with cemetery photos.

BY NANCY HENDERSON

NEXT NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE

10 FEBRUARY, 2018
email to 

Cheri Thompson
solutions11@mac.com

http://www.civilwarprisoners.com/
http://www.civilwarprisoners.com/


November 2017 �10

Fun Facts about the name 
ODOM

How Popular is the name Odom? 
Odom is the 50,440th most popular 
name of all time. As a last name 
Odom was the 996th most popular 
name in 2010.
How many people with the first 
name Odom have been born in 
the United States? 
From 1880 to 2015, the Social 
Security Administration has 
recorded 37 babies born with the 
first name Odom in the United 
States.
What year were 5 or more babies 
first named Odom? 
The name was first given to 5 or 
more babies in the year 1915 when 
it was given as a first name to 6 
new born babies. 
When was Odom first recorded 
in the United States? 
The oldest recorded birth by the 
Social Security Administration for 
the first name Odom is Wednesday, 
April 26th, 1882.
What year had the most people 
named Odom born? 
The highest recorded use of the 
first name Odom was in 1917 with 
a total of 8 babies. 
Weird things about the name 
Odom: 
Your name in reverse order is 
Modo. A random rearrangement of 
the letters in your name (anagram) 
will give Omod. How do you 
pronounce that?

How many people have the last 
name Odom? 
In 2010, the U.S. Census Bureau 
surveyed 35,020 people with the 
last name Odom.
How likely are you to meet 
someone with the last name of 
Odom? 
If you manage to meet 100,000 
people in your life, chances are that 
12 of them will have Odom as their 
last name.

One Christmas, Joe and Peter built a 
skating rink in the middle of a field. A 
shepherd leading his flock decided to 
take a shortcut across the rink. The 
sheep, however, were afraid of the ice 
and wouldn’t cross it. Desperate, the 
shepherd began tugging them to the 
other side.

‘Look at that, ‘remarked Peter to Joe, 
‘That guy is trying to pull the wool over 
our ice!’

Maria went to the Post Office to buy 
stamps for her Christmas cards.
“What denomination?” asked the clerk.
“Oh! Good heavens! Have we come to 
this?” said Maria. “Well give me 50 
Methodist and 50 Church of England 
ones please.”

As a little girl climbed onto Santa’s lap, 
Santa asked the usual, “And what would 
you like for Christmas?”
The child stared at him open mouthed 
and horrified for a minute, then gasped: 
“Didn’t you get my E-mail?”

https://www.names.org/lists/most-popular/all-time/
https://www.names.org/lists/most-popular/all-time/
https://www.names.org/lists/most-popular/all-time/
https://www.names.org/lists/most-popular/all-time/
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November. Information in this publication is of interest to those people doing genealogical research on the 
names Odom, Odum, Odam, Oldham, etc. Assistance is offered and research as well as fellowship is shared.
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Membership Application 2016-2017
Membership year: 1 August to 31 July

Name:_______________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

City: _________________________State: _____________________Zip:  _________________

Phone: (_____) _________________ Email: __________________________________________

My earliest ODOM ancestor: ______________________________________________________

(Include birth/ death dates; locations; attach Ancestor Chart if you have it.)

I am currently researching (family, place, time period: ___________________________________

Will you share your GEDCOM file? 
    YES or NO

          

NOA   NEWS
13123 Roaring Springs
Dallas TX 75240

WITH NOA MEMBERSHIP-YOU GET:   
Entry to “Membership Only” section of the NOA Website.   
Quarterly Newsletters;    Publication of your queries 

Http://odomassembly.us/NEW   or   RENEWAL (circle 1)

$25.00 Membership 
Checks payable to NATIONAL ODOM ASSEMBLY

 to Treasurer:
Dorothy Odom Bruce
13123 Roaring Springs
Dallas TX 75240-5642

I have done my DNA!  9 
Everyone is encouraged to do this!

NOA News
13123 Roaring Springs
Dallas, TX 75240-5642


