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Absolutely amazing!  
Our 40th Annual National 

O d o m A s s e m b l y 
Conference was a huge 
success.  Our host, Peggy 
Coriasco went above and 
beyond the call of duty 
and made our event one 
for the record books.  
F r o m t h e t o u r s o f 
museums and historical 
villages to the games, 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t a n d 
banquet, it was all so 

TODAY’S NEWS 
Aliquam sed eros | Nulla facilisi | Lorem vitae elit

NOA
 News       

Amarillo by morning, Amarillo I’ll be there

from the President
 

Greetings from your 
Treasurer! 

Annual dues are due! Please 
make your check in the 
amount of $25.00 payable to 
NOA and mail to me: 72 
Hubbard Street, DeFuniak 
Springs, FL 32435. 

NOTE: All checks for dues, 
reunion, etc. should be made 
payable to NOA.                        

Reunion attendance year pins 
are awarded every year at our 
gathering in July. So, please 
let me know via mail or email 
sfgoldhip@panhandle.rr.com 

if you are to receive a 
5-10-15-20-25-30-35-40 year 
pin for number of reunions 
attended. I’ve already received 
one for 10 years! 

Thanks...with ancestry love, 
Pam Odom

2020 
July 16-19 
Hosted by:      

The Powell family
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much fun.  I would just like 
to congratulate Peggy on a 
job well done and say thank 
you for all your hard work.  
According to my records, we 
had 58 people show up to the 
2019 reunion in Marion, 
Illinois and I was amazed at 
all the new members.  I 
would like to welcome Wanda 
Holt, Linda Tidwell, Georgene 
VanCleve, Lisa Copeland and 
Bill Eberhardt to the NOA and 
I hope you enjoyed your first 
NOA gathering. (Please let 
me know if I misspelled 
anyone’s name.) 

The highlight of the 2019 
reunion was the NOA Quilt 
that Tonia Thomasson made 
to be sold at the auction.  It 
was beautiful and you could 
see the care that went into 
making such an elegant quilt.  
I’m so happy that Frank 
Odom cast the highest bid 
and purchased the quilt for 
501 dollars.  When he 
returned home, he presented 
the quilt to his beautiful 
w i f e , F r a n c e s w h o 
immediately fell in love with 
it. 

President Dan 

Odum Sisters
Linda Bell and I were so 
excited at the meeting in 
Marion Ill, we the sisters, (with 
the right spelling of ODUM,) 

others with the same spelling since we and Helen 
were the only ODUMS. The two new members are 
LINDA ODUM TIDWELL AND WANDA ODUM HOLT 
from TN, we called them the other sisters. They were 
so much fun and will be hosting the meeting in two 
years.We believe that we are from the same family 
but  as to date that connection hasn’t been made. 
We were sorry that Helen wasn’t there to help us 
with the connection.

Peggy Odum Hartsell

News from Ray Odom – South Carolina 

Wow, Ancestry does work.  I have been contacted by 
several more cousins and got to meet one of them 
at the NOA meeting in Illinois.  His grandfather and 
my grandfather were brothers in Kentucky where 
most of my family research has been conducted..  I 
contacted him and wow, we even look alike.  
(( picture enclosed ) I was also lucky enough to have 
been contacted by a fourth cousin, who lives in 
Montana, and was able to help him and his sister 
learn all about their extended family. It was 
through Ancestry and record searches that I was 
able to do this for us., so it does work.  I mentioned 
to them about joining the NOA and one of them has 
done so. He thought the meeting in Illinois was 
worth his time and as always I, too thought Peggy 
Coriasco and her family put on a fantastic meeting 
and the entertainment was great.  I even got to do 
the bump and grind with a couple of the members, 
who will remain anonymous     

After the NOA we motored west to see some 
national parks, Badlands, Mt Rushmore, Wind Cave, 
Jewel Cave, and Crazy Horse and to visit Joan’s 
family in California,.  It was a long trip but family is 



August 2019 �3

very important to us both so the trip was 
well worth it.   

The  fun, challenge, and yes, frustration 
of finding family is what this organization 
is all about so let everyone you know that 
you are a member of a very large and 
interesting group of Odoms from places 
nationwide.   

Now, onto to other NOA news.  I must say 
the members from South Carolina who 
were able to get to Marion were a limited 
few, three in fact, Frank Odom and Ray 
and Joan Odom.  We hope to increase that 
number in Amarillo and as the NOA we 
must  always keep genealogy and DNA 
research as the number one goal of our 
organization.  

Jeanne Odom 
I had the distinct pleasure flying to 
Baltimore to attend the graduation of Mythili 
Sanikommu, David Bersell's wife. Mythili 
earned her Master's degree in Public 
Health from Johns Hopkins and she was 
also inducted in the Delta Omega Honors 
program. 

We have an active group of genealogists at 
the local library not far from the house. 
When it gets too hot for golf I join them. It's 
interesting to see how once sourced can 
give you more information years later. Even 
Ancestry.com gives you more  details. Look 
through your saved magazines for more 
websites. There is no such thing "as been 
there, done that" in genealogy. 

Illinois NOA
Welcome to Marion.

http://ancestry.com/
http://ancestry.com/
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Coming Together

L-R


Bill (new 
from IL), 
Ray and 
Joan Odom

Host Peggy 
Coriaso (Rt), 
newbies, Wanda 
Hold and her sister 
Linda Tidwell of 
TN

First to arrive FL Odoms, CA Tuckers & 
TX Powells

Centerpiece for the 
luncheon at the 

Historical Village

MEMORIAL SERVICE

-2019 Memorial          
From the Chaplain  Paula Tucker
We experienced our NOA Gathering in 
Marion. Ill.   After our tour of the Harrison 
Bruce Historical Museum and lunch with 
the speaker, we stopped to remember 
those members and friends who left this 
life during 2018/2019.

Charles (Charlie) Odom, long time friend 
and NOA Member of Florida, and Oscar 
Roy Odum, TN were remembered with 
prayer, music and friends speaking about 
their memories. The Lake was a peaceful, 
hot and quiet place to gather.

Our timing being earlier than we had 
anticipated, we later honored Mike 
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Natalie and I were able to enjoy Marion for 
another day, after NOA members left.   We 
visited Bald Knob Cross in Alta.   The Hill/
Mountain contains a huge cross and Gift 
Shop. It was not a clear day so we were not 
able to see the five states from The Cross.   
Staying four extra nights treats us to many 
new experiences of the areas we share with 
NOA. We left Monday and ended up in 
Springfield, ILL, home of Abe Lincoln.   We 
visited Abe’s house, the Old Capitol Building, 
Cemetery and Abe’s Statue. We were in the 
Capitol where General Sherman met Grant 
and Grant’s assistant. We viewed their 

conversations and were able to 
ask questions. We toured the Old 
Capitol and the area around the 
Capitol.   A drum and bugle group 
left the Capitol to march down 
through the town.   At six o’clock, 
at the cemetery, we were treated 
with a band concert. At seven, 
the ceremony of taking down The 
Flag for the night. The Army was 
commended for their endurance 
in wearing those hot uniforms, in 
the hot weather.   I am really 

pleased with the reenactments that continue 
to educate the pubic of Days of the Past.  
We then spent one night in St. Louis and 
experienced The Arch.   St. Louis has really 
increased its building of the area, since Dale 
and I drove through there on our way to 
Bardstown. Hotels are now where lawn used 
to be. Construction got in our way of being 
able to see the Mississippi. Due to the 
Horrific Flood they had last Spring, many 
roads were blocked off to traffic.   They had 
just opened the River Boats Tours, two 
weeks before we were there. Again, many 
thanks to Peggy and Family for their 
hospitality in Marion.    

Tomasson’s mother. She was the mother-in-
law of Tonia Preston Tomasson. The whole 
P res ton /Tomasson f am i l y we re i n 
attendance during this memorial time. This 
time for Mike and his extended family was 
very comforting and peaceful.    

My thanks to all who braved the Heat Wave 
of Illinois to remember those who were dear 
to us.

Touch of Nature - event of Banquet 
4 fun guys :  Lindell Coriasco, Ray Odom, Bill 
(new guy from IL), Larry Odom
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5 Types of Maps Every  
Genealogist Should Know 

BY AMY JOHNSON CROW | MAY 5, 2016

Maps are incredibly useful in our genealogy. They can put our ancestors in 
context with their surroundings like few other sources can. There are 
numerous types of maps, each with its own benefits to our research. Here 
are 5 types that you should know.
1. Boundary Maps 

Just like the name implies, a boundary 
map shows the boundaries of a 
particular area. They are great for getting 
an overview of how things relate to each 
other. Below is a portion of the 1887 map 
of Riley County, Kansas.
It’s important to look at the boundary 
maps for the time period that your 

ancestor lived there, as boundaries do change. The Atlas of Historical 
Historical County Boundaries on the Newberry Library's website features 
an animated timeline showing the evolution of each state's county 
boundaries. It also has text versions so you can see the information in 
more detail.
2. Landowner or Cadastral Maps 

A landowner or cadastral map is a special type of 
boundary map that shows the parcels of land and 
who owns them. While that may or may not be 
the same as the people who actually live there, 
these maps are an excellent way of piecing 
together the neighborhood. Below is part of the 
1858 Landowners Map of Franklin County, 
Indiana.

https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/author/amy/
https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/5-types-maps-every-genealogist-know/
http://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/
http://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/
http://www.genealogycenter.info/search_infranklinmap.php
http://www.genealogycenter.info/search_infranklinmap.php
https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/author/amy/
https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/5-types-maps-every-genealogist-know/
http://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/
http://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/
http://www.genealogycenter.info/search_infranklinmap.php
http://www.genealogycenter.info/search_infranklinmap.php
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3. Topographic Maps 
A topographic map (often called a topo map) shows the lay of the land. 
It shows the changes in elevation, waterways, etc. It can help us see 
why our ancestors moved in certain ways or why they did (or didn’t) do 

certain occupations. Not much flat land? 
Probably didn’t farm much corn or wheat. 
Attended a church further away than you 
expected? Maybe the terrain made it 
easier to get to that one than the church 
that was closer. Below is a topographic 
map of part of Santa Cruz County, Arizona.
4. Transportation Maps 

Transportation maps include things like major roadways, railroads, and 
canals. This makes envisioning possible migration paths so much 
clearer. Transportation maps on a 
small scale can show inter-urban rail 
lines, which can help you see exactly 
how your ancestors got from place to 
place in their everyday lives. Below is a 
small portion of the "Electric railway 
map of eastern New England, 1898."
5. Insurance Maps 
Insurance maps were used by insurance companies to help them 
assess fire risk. The most common were the Sanborn maps. 
Insurance maps show the buildings in a town, how many stories 

they were, what they were made of, 
and other details that could be 
important in determining the risk of a 
fire, such as a factory not having a 
night watchman. Below is a small 
portion of the 1909 Sanborn map for 
Advance, Boone County, Indiana. 

(Note how it shows the buggy shop had a concrete floor.)

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Harshaw,_Arizona#/media/File:Harshaw_Area_USGS_Topographical_Map.JPG
https://www.loc.gov/item/98688386/
https://www.loc.gov/item/98688386/
https://www.loc.gov/item/98688386/
https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn02245_001/
https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn02245_001/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Harshaw,_Arizona#/media/File:Harshaw_Area_USGS_Topographical_Map.JPG
https://www.loc.gov/item/98688386/
https://www.loc.gov/item/98688386/
https://www.loc.gov/item/98688386/
https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn02245_001/
https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn02245_001/
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WWII from a Pilots’ Point of View 
Historical ly this has been a pretty 
significant year with the r75th anniversary 
and reenactment of the landing at 
Normandy and the 70th anniversary of the 
Berlin Airlift. As well here in Montana it is 
the 70th anniversary of the Mann Gulch fire 
outside of Helena. What do these events 
have in common you might ask. The 
answer is the Douglas DC-3 or better 
known as the C-47. Each of these events 
involved this iconic airplane; Normandy 
with participating in the dropping of the 
jumpers, Berlin with the dropping of 
supplies and Mann Gulch with the ever first 
time dropping of smokejumpers. 


The Western Museum of Mountain Flying in 
Missoula had managed to find and return to 
Missoula its old historic C-47, tail number 
N47320. When it was announced that there 
was going to be a reenactment of the 
Normandy Landing a group of crazy 
intrepid airplane enthusiasts from the 
museum (we think sitting around sharing a 
beer) said ‘let’s fix her up and go”. Now this 
plane was not airworthy even to take off 
and make a circle around the airport let 
alone fly nearly 15,000 miles. With 
monetary support from the community and 
dedication from the museum crew and 
volunteers though the deadline was made 
and “Miss Montana” was christened, 
dedicated at a grand Gala, and took off for 
Europe. Since returning she has attended 
quite a few local and even more distant 

functions to show her off. On August 5, 
2019, she reenacted her own mission by 
dropping smokejumpers on the location of 
the Mann Gulch fire. 


Interesting but what does this have to do 
with members of NOA you might ask. My 
father Ivan Carl Odom, flew a C-47 in the 
Pacific Theatre and I bought a replacement 
jump seat in his memory. Here is his story 
that is permanently included in Miss 
Montana’s Log book


Ivan Carl Odom 0-773209   
June 13, 1923-October 5, 2008


The Pacific Theatre war was declared 
Sunday December 7, 1941 with the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor. My father Ivan 
Carl Odom followed the family tradition of 
serving their country by enlisting in the 
Army Air Corps in late 1942. It was a 
deferred status until either he completed 
two years of college or the Army needed 
him. 


February 27, 1943 he was inducted into the 
Army Air Corp at 444 Market ST, San 
Francisco, CA , (the same place his dad 
was inducted into the Army for WWI). He 
was loaded on a Western Pacific train at 
the Oakland Terminal and transported to 
Lincoln Nebraska Air Base for his formal 
training as part of the 787th Tech School 
Squadron. In March his group was 
transported by train to Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
to the Coe College campus for engineering 

education. 
In May they 
s t a r t e d 
flight school 
w i t h t w o 
p l a c e 
Aeronicas. 
“I sure love 
flying. It’s so Aeronica
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clean up In the air. You can sit up there and 
relax. Everything looks so pretty when you’re 
up there.”   

On his 20th birthday, June 13th, they left 
Iowa for Santa Anna, CA.  In July of that 
year (1943) they were aviation cadets at 

Santa Anna Army 
A i r B a s e a n d 
s u b s e q u e n t l y 
classified as pilots 
i n t r a i n i n g . I n 
August they moved 
again to the Tex 
Rankin Aeronautical 

Academy in Tulare, CA 
w h e r e t h e y fl e w 
S t e a r m a n P T- 1 3 s , 
soloing in September 
a n d , l i k e w i n n i n g 
f o o t b a l l c o a c h e s , 
dunked in a tank of 
brine water and then 
cleansed with a bucket 
o f i c e w a t e r . I n 
September of 1943 he 
passed his 20 hour 

check r ide and was 
promoted to upperclassman.


November of 1943 they were transported to 
Lemoore Army Air Field and started training 
in the BT-15s, planes nick named the Vultee 
Vibrator. “One of the more interesting flying 
skills we learned was dragging railroad 
stations. In the early days of cross country 
flying, there was a real lack of navigational 
aids including reliable maps. Pilots found 
their way by following railroads and flying 

l o w a n d 
reading their 
location off 
the railroad 
station signs 
and names 
pa in ted on 
barn roofs. 
This is the 

origin of the term “barn storming”.  Dad was 
chosen to fly the AT-17s, one of 200 out of 
500 in his group. He then soloed November 
10th. February 9, 1944, saw them 
transported to La Junta, Colorado for more 
flight school. Then in April 1944 he was 
officially commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in 
the Army Air Corps.


On his 21st birthday, dad boarded the 
Holland America ship ‘Noordam’ for the 
journey to New Guinea and the start of his 
flying career. On July 27, 1944 dad was 
officially assigned to the 67th Troop Carrier 
Squadron in Hollandia, Netherlands, New 
Guinea. Their planes were C-47 aircraft 
affectionately called Charlie. “This is a near 
perfect airplane for the service of carrying 
troops  and freight in combat zones. It is 
dependable, able to stand all kinds of 
abuse. Its flight characteristics are very 
stable, it has a good range, and it could 
operate out of small and sometimes 
undeveloped airfields.” The end of August 
he moved up the ladder and was certified 

Stearm

Wet Pilot

AT-1

C-47
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October 1944 the squadron moved to Biak 
Island closer to the action. December dad 
made First Pilot; January 6, 1945, C-46 
training “began”. Three hours flying and 
they were off on a mission, haul a company 
of Marines from Manus Island back to Biak.


The middle of January the squadron moved 
to Leyte Island, Philippines. “The trip was a 
first. Fly north 600 miles over open water, to 
Anger Island at Palau, refuel and on another 
700 open-sea miles to Leyte, Philippines. 
Since there were little in the way of 
navigational aids, we flew in formations with 
the navigators in the first plane.” 

“Feb 6, 1945, Lt Odom and Lt Griffen were 
assigned to make the first flight into Manila 
with the initial rescue personnel, medical 
supplies and food for those civilian 
prisoners who had suffered under the 
mistreatment by the Japanese for so many 
years. The landing was a dicey one on San 
Juan Boulevard between a rise and a 
crossroad marked with white strips of cloth 
probably from someone’s bed sheets. 
Though called a boulevard, it was only a 
narrow, two lane, paved road with ditches 
paralleling each side. The colonel who set 
up our “air-strip” and a passing combat 
photographer completed the welcoming 
party. The Colonel was stomping around 

i n s i s t i n g o n 
talking to the 
pilot who, after 
all their work of 
setting up the 
s t r i p , h a d 
l anded w i th 
one wheel off 
the pavement. 
I pointed to the 

Colonel, even if I had not yet completed my 
University of California Engineering studies, 
I could easily see that the wheel span of the 
C-46 exceeded the width of his blankety-
blank pavement by quite a few feet. It was 

obvious that he wasn’t used to this kind of a 
response from a 2nd Lieutenant.”


The middle of February dad was promoted 
to the Air Evaluation Board for the Far East 
Air Forces and given his own C-47 name 
the Silver Saloon. This plane was used to 
ferry the brass where ever they wanted to 
go. The Air Evaluation Board was a group 
set up by the Far East Air Forces to provide 
it with clear and dependable evaluations of 
its combat air operations. To this point, 
reports from combat flying units were often 
incomplete, inaccurate and often in conflict. 
The Board was comprised of about 100 
upper echelon officers and about the same 
number of enlisted men. July brought his 
promotion to 1st Lt.


August 15th, 1945 while on the way to 
Brisbane, they intercepted a message ring 
relayed from plane to plane. THE WAR 
WAS OVER!! THE JAPANESE HAD 
SURRENDERED! HURRAH!! Party in 
Brisbane!


October 16th, 1945, flew from Manila to 
Tokyo with a detour over Hiroshima. “It was 
ten weeks since the bombing. We could not 
believe our eyes! There was almost nothing 
left for miles around the center of the city. 
Instantly, we knew the meaning of the atom 
bomb and the devastation it could cause. 
Our liberal mental interpretations of the 
descriptions we had read, were so far off 
that we were totally unprepared for what we 
saw. In silent awe, we made a second pass 
and left. The impact was so great we were 
speechless; no one suggested another 
look.” 

December 15, 1945 orders for home. 


Dad finished his Engineering degree and 
stayed in the Air Force reserves until 
retirement as a Lt Colonel. He was slated to 



August 2019 �11

go to Korea, still flying, but was deemed to 
valuable in his civilian job to be released. He 
truly loved being in the Air Force and being a 
pilot as well.


Seventy five years after the end of the war, I 
was able to honor my father in what I think is 
a unique albeit appropriate way. Keeping 
alive the memories of that devastating time 
may help to anchor our crazy world today. 


Cheryl Odom Thompson - editor

SONG OF THE TROOP CARRIER

When the Bloody sword has been broken;

When the saga of war has been told;

When the last of the heroes is cited;

I shall tell you a tale of the bold.


I shall sing you a song of the transports, 

The sturdiest ships in the sky!

I shall sing you a song of the warriors 

Who asked nothing more than to fly.


Unarmored, unarmed, over-ladened, 

Their mighty gray wings took the air,

Through storms, the unknown, the moon’s hush,

With freight that must always get there.


Hugging the hills and the valleys;

Vaulting the cliffs and the trees;

Dodging the weather - the Zeros;

Hovers the youngest of these.


Aching to fight, but helpless;

Yearning for speed that’s not there;

Clumsy with freight - out of balance;

Chained to the flight of despair


You can’t slug it out with a Mitsu, 

You can’t run - you haven’t the speed, 

So - it’s hide in the trees or the weather, 

But take it through - that’s the Creed.


The wounded aboard are your charges

You’re shackled to rudder and wheel.

With no ‘chutes’, no belts and no life-rafts

You’ll slam them to hell if you fail!


Or, the engine on-board for a Lightening, 

That’s grounding a fighter tonight, 

While a dozen or twenty-odd Zeros

Will live ’til he’s back in the fight.


“Take it through! Take it through!” is your war-cry

To hell with the flack in your way!

To hell with the Nips and the weather!

Your number was called yesterday.


You’r living because you’ve been lucky

Or, possibly, could it be so?

Some bright angel rides there beside you.

Ride her, boy! Win, place or show!


This is the song of the transports, 

Weary from many a mile.

A song of the pilots who fly them

Down into hell with a smile.


Major J. H. Paul


The Silver Saloon

Miss Montana
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https://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/2014/03/17/ive-been-told-im-scots-irish-am-i-
irish-am-i-scottish/

I’ve Been Told I’m Scots-Irish…Am I Irish? Am I Scottish? 
What is Scots-Irish or Scotch-Irish? It generally refers to the group of about 200,000 
immigrants that made their way to America in the 1700s from the Ulster province of 
Ireland. They were Protestants who settled in large numbers in Pennsylvania and then 
migrated either south into Virginia and the Carolinas or westward into Ohio, Indiana and 
beyond.

The Scots-Irish were originally English and Scottish, and if you are descended from this 
group you may see English and Irish show up in your DNA. Many of my ancestors started 
out in Pennsylvania in the 1700s and migrated down to to Virginia. My Wallaces, Donalds 
and Cashes for sure, and most likely my Gillespies and myriad of other ancestors as well. 
That 38% of Irish I see in my DNA and 4% Great Britain, I suspect comes in part from my 
Ulster ancestors.


But where did 
they come from? 
I n t h e e a r l y 
1600s, as the 
English nobility 
was taking over 
the lands that 
this group lived 
on in Scotland, 
they relocated to 
the Ulster area in 
Ireland. In fact, 
y o u m a y s e e 
them referred to 
as Ulster Scots, 
t h e t e r m s 
Scotch-Irish or 

Scots-Irish coming into use later. Looking for a better life and a chance to practice their 
religion as they saw fit, they immigrated to America.


So were they English? Scottish? Irish? And how does that show up in a DNA breakdown. 
Well it all depends. Who did they marry and have children with along the way? Which 
pieces of DNA were passed down to you over the last 200 to 300 years? It will be 
different for everybody, even your siblings.


So are they Irish? Well, sure. Though there will be those who debate that. But if you are, 
this gives you an idea of when and where you ancestor came to America.

https://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/2014/03/17/ive-been-told-im-scots-irish-am-i-irish-am-i-scottish/
https://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/2014/03/17/ive-been-told-im-scots-irish-am-i-irish-am-i-scottish/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulster_Scots_people
https://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/2014/03/17/ive-been-told-im-scots-irish-am-i-irish-am-i-scottish/
https://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/2014/03/17/ive-been-told-im-scots-irish-am-i-irish-am-i-scottish/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulster_Scots_people
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5 Things You Can Do Right Now to Save Your Family Heirlooms
BY DENISE MAY LEVENICK

Did you inherit the family treasures? Grandma’s china teacups, your dad’s military medals, and 
boxes of old family photos and albums? You’re not alone. Curator, collector, or caretaker, these 
five quick tips from How to Archive Family Keepsakes will help preserve your family 
heirlooms and show you how to be your own family archivist. 

1. Move Your Heirlooms Out of the Garage
If you’re like a lot of people, you had to quickly empty a family home and the things you wanted 
to save were stashed into boxes, bags, and bins for storage. They might be stored in the 
garage, attic, or a storage facility. You didn’t have much choice; you’d did the best you could 
at the time.  
That’s okay. Our ancestors stored their trinkets in steamer trunks and bureau drawers. My 
grandmother liked to keep old newspapers in a suitcase under the bed. When I inherited her 
collection, I had a lot of work to do! 
If you do nothing else with your family treasures, move them from unheated, unconditioned 
space in the garage, attic, or shed to a place where the temperature and humidity are 
moderate and relatively consistent. Museums and archives aim for a relative humidity of 50% 
and a temperature of about 68 degrees. For a practical home solution, keep your treasures 
where inside your home in conditions that you find comfortable, typically about 70 degrees 
with moderate humidity.  
Good choices for a family archive are: 
 • an interior closet or shelf away from plumbing or electrical wiring 
 • cabinet or bureau drawer 
 • filing cabinet 
 • temperature controlled storage room 
Avoid damp basements, attics, garages, sheds, open baskets, car trunks, porches and other 
drafty, dirty places.  
Keep your treasures away from sunlight or artificial light, heaters, air-conditioners, windows, 
fireplaces, and other sources of light, heat, or water. Store archival boxes at least 12-inches off 
the floor in case of flooding. 

2. Trade Cardboard for Archival Boxes
Now that you’ve identified a likely spot for your family archive you might be thinking, “Yech. I 
don’t want to bring those dirty old boxes into my house. They might have bugs or mold.” And 
you’d be right.  
I like to use Archival Banker’s Boxes as temporary preservation-quality storage for the items I 
have’t yet organized or sorted. These large acid-free boxes will hold a lot of papers or photos, 
and keep any crumbling artifacts from leaving a trail throughout your house.  
Don’t worry right now about going through all the boxes. Just transfer whatever is in the 
cardboard fruit crate to the acid-free archival banker’s box. Leave individual items grouped as 
you found them, in shoe boxes, envelopes, or paper bags. DO throw out any dead critters, 
food, or other toxic items. (Stranger things than dead mice have been found in family 
collections.) 
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The NOA News is published quarterly by the National Odom Assembly, August, November, February, May. 
Information in this publication is of interest to those people doing genealogical research on the names Odom, 
Odum, Odam, Oldham, etc. Assistance is offered and research as well as fellowship is shared.

3. Wash Your Hands
Family papers, photos, and and treasures are dirty. Heirlooms seem to accumulate their own kind 
of aged dust and grime. Wash your hands before and after handling your treasures. Wear white 
cotton or nitrile gloves when handling photos where fingerprints will  leave permanent smudges. 

4. Keep The Family Together
If you are caring for multiple collections, be careful to keep each collection separate. Write the 
owner’s name on the outside of the box, and on a sheet of paper, write down the date the 
collection came into your possession, and who gave it to you. Include the paper inside the box. 
It may be months before you open the box again, and you’ll be glad you have a few notes as you 
get started sorting and organizing. Use these tips to Write the History of Your Heirloom and 
keep it with the item.  

5. Keep Your Treasures In the Dark
It might be tempting to keep family photos, albums, or scrapbooks out on a table to enjoy and 
share, but repeated handling, dust, pets, and light will speed the deterioration of your keepsakes. 
A better choice is to store the items inside acid-free boxes and bring them out to examine very 
occasionally. Use good archival practices to display your favorite documents or photos; learn easy 
display options in the article How to Safely Display Family Photos and Documents. 

If you don’t have archival storage, place the albums inside a clean white cotton pillowcase and 
store on a shelf in a dark, clean, closet inside your home with our other family artifacts. Eventually, 
digital copies and reproduction books like the projects in How to Archive Family Photos can give 
access without damaging photos or albums.  

Disclosure: Thank you for supporting The Family Curator by using the affiliate links on this website. 

Hi NOA members....  
Just a note on Kathy & Jimmy Ray Odom. 
They are now in a facility in Palestine, a new one called the Legends. We visited them last week, 
while we were in Palestine for our Doc appointments. They were both fine, JR not as stable on his 
feet, so was "walking" in his wheelchair! Kathy seems fine, other than the stroke awhile back, that 
left her without speech. She has her digital things, so can do emails, or texts. 
claraodom0524@centurylink.net I can tell by the look in her eyes, she has so much she wants to say, 
as usual! And how frustrating to her that she can’t get it out! I do not know if she is doing any of her 
sewing/ needlework there.

So a "thinking of you" note would be nice if you are so inclined. Their home address is 1132 ACR 385, 
Palestine, TX 75801. Grandson Jake and Jessica visit her and can deliver their cards/ letters, as they 
are the ones living in Palestine. They both work during the days.                   Dorothy Odom Bruce
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2018-2019 Directory
President Dan Powell 
414 Danube St, Borger TX 79007 
(806)273.6889 dwpowell64@aol.com 
1st Vice President Peggy Coriasco 
2261 Childers Road, Marion IL 62959 
618.889.7658 p.coriasco1@yahoo.com 
2nd Vice President - Host 2020 Dan Powell 
414 Danube St, Borger TX 79007 
(806)273.6889 dwpowell64@aol.com 

3rd Vice President - Host 2021  
Linda Odum Tidwell 
Wanda Odum Holt 
Treasurer Pam Odom 
72 Hubbard Street 
DeFuniak Springs FL 32435-2626 
(850) 892-0457 sfgoldhip@panhandle.rr.com 

Secretary Natalie Tucker 
8372 Lucania St, Dublin CA 94568-1519 
925.828-1345 natalietucker1@yahoo.com 
News Editor Cheryl Odom Thompson 
P.O. Box 413, Seeley Lake, MT 59868 
406.677.2309  solutions@blackfoot.net 

Data Editors Bill Bruce 
13123 Roaring Springs, Dallas, TX 75240 
792.938.1103  wtbruce@swbell.net 

Website Kim Odom Green 
980 Windmill Parkway, Evans GA 30809-6664 
(706) 651-1640  

Chaplin Paula Tucker 
8372 Lucania St, Dublin CA 94568-1519 
(925) 828-1345 tuckerd1@comcast.net 

DNA GROUP REPS 
Group A 
Group B 
Group C   Brandi Stokes 
P.O. Box 301916, Austin, Texas 78703 
(512) 206-0202 brandi.stokes@gmail.com 

Group D   JoAnna Odom 
PO Box 391, Provo UT 84603 
(254) 338-8790 historydiva57@gmail.com 

Oden 
Individuals 

State Reps 

Alabama 
Larry J Odom.  
4750 Britton Lige Rd, Millry AL 36558 
251.846.2171  odoms4749@millry.net 

California  Paula Tucker 
8372 Lucania St, Dublin CA 94568-1519 
(925) 828-1345  tuckerd1@comcast.net 
Florida  Charles Odom 
2405 Twickingham Ct, Clermont, FL 34711 
352.243.3342  odomjeanne@gmail.com 
Indiana  Betty Odom Haskett 
1337 Ridgedale Rd, Richmond, IN 47374 
765.935.7516  mikenbetty@aol.com 

Kentucky  Kent Preston 
36 Preston-Cates Rd, Serbee, KY 42455 
270.884.3411 klpreston@att.net 

Louisiana  Dot Wise Wirth 
9524 W. Pomona Dr, Baton Rouge, LA 70815 
225.925.8878 dwisewirth@aol.com 

North Carolina Ray Odom 
4595 Windstone Rd 
Rock Hill SC us, 29732-9568 
(803) 981-5270 JEOdom@comporium.net 

Oklahoma  Thelma & Glenn Blackburn 
1856 Putnam Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006 
918.333.7902  TPBGEN@aol.com 

South Carolina  Ray Odom 
4595 Windstone Rd, Rock Hill, SC 29732-9568 
(803) 981-5270 JEOdom@comporium.net 

Texas Jimmy Ray Odom 
1132 ACR 385, Palestine, TX, 75801 
903.729.7251 claraodom0524@centurylink.net
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NOA News
13123 Roaring Springs
Dallas, TX 75240-5642

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/DUES RENEWAL 
(Membership Year is August 1 to July 31)

Name:  _______________________________________________         _____ New     _____ Renewal

Address:  __________________________________________________________________________

City, State & Zip:  ____________________________________________________________________

Home Phone:  _________________________ Cell Phone:  __________________________

Email:  ____________________________________________________________________________

Newsletter preference:

Earliest ODOM ancestor:  _____________________________________________________________

(Include birth/death dates; locations; attach ancestor chart if you have one.)

Will you share your GEDCOM file?      Have you been DNA tested?

              _____ Yes     _____ No           _____ Yes     _____ No

If yes, request assistance from/submit GEDCOM file to Durl Odom - dodom@panhandle.rr.com

Please make your check in the amount of $25.00 payable to National Odom Assembly and mail to:  

Pam Odom, NOA Treasurer, 72 Hubbard Street, DeFuniak Springs, FL 32435-2626.

Your payment of dues entitles you to receive the NOA Newsletter, publication of queries, and entry

of your family line into the Members Only Section of the website.

Direct membership inquiries to:

NOA website:  http://odomassembly.us/ THANK YOU!
Treasurer's email:  sfgoldhip@panhandle.rr.com

     _____ Electronic Download           _____ US Postal Service


