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Greetings, my fellow NOA 
Members.  I cannot believe that 
May is here already.  I hope 
everyone has made their 
reservations for our gathering 
in Marion, Illinois this year.  
Time is running out and Peggy 
needs your registration forms 
ASAP.  I want to emphasize how 
important this year’s meeting 
will be.  This will be our 40th 
reunion and such a milestone 
needs to be acknowledged.  

TODAY’S NEWS 
Aliquam sed eros | Nulla facilisi | Lorem vitae elit

NOA
 News       

Marion Illinois can’t wait for you to come.

from the President 

Greetings from your 
Treasurer! 

Annual dues are due! Please 
make your check in the 
amount of $25.00 payable to 
NOA and mail to me: 72 
Hubbard Street, DeFuniak 
Springs, FL 32435. 

NOTE: All checks for dues, 
reunion, etc. should be made 
payable to NOA.                        

Reunion attendance year pins 
are awarded every year at our 
gathering in July. So, please 
let me know via mail or email 
sfgoldhip@panhandle.rr.com 

if you are to receive a 
5-10-15-20-25-30-35-40 year 
pin for number of reunions 
attended. I’ve already received 
one for 10 years! 

Thanks...with ancestry love, 
Pam Odom

2019 
July 18-2 1  

Marion 

Illinois  

Hosted by:     
Peggy Coriasco
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Let’s make this year special by 
having the most attendance in 
NOA history.  Wouldn’t that be 
great?  I know Peggy has gone 
above and beyond to make sure 
we have a wonderful time in 
Marion and I want to thank her 
for all the hard work she has 
put into organizing this year’s 
event. 

Plans for our 2020 meeting in 
Amarillo are coming together 
and I cannot wait to give my 
presentation.  I love the hotel 
where we will be staying and 
the location couldn’t be better.  
I know everyone is going to love 
Amarillo and all it has to offer.  
Since Texas is centrally located, 
between the east and west 
coasts, it should be no problem 
getting here.  You can arrive by 
air at Amarillo’s Rick Husband 
International Airport, named in 
honor of Amarillo native and 
American astronaut, R ick 
Husband.  He died in 2003 when 
the Space Shuttle Columbia 
disintegrated over East Texas as 
i t reente red the ea r th ’s 
atmosphere.  If you prefer to 
drive, the historic Route 66 is 
the way to go.  Interstate 40 
spans 2,555 miles from North 
C a r o l i n a a l l t h e w a y t o 
California and right smack in 
the middle is Amarillo, Texas.  
You are going to love the food, 
the people and the weather.  
There is no humidity so while 
t he day s ge t wa rm, t he 
evenings cool down quickly.  
Which is a good thing because 

the musical drama, Texas begins around sundown and 
that is one of the events I have scheduled.  I always enjoy 
our get-togethers and can’t wait to see everyone’s 
smiling faces. 

In conclusion, get your registration forms mailed to Peggy 
and make your reservations now if you haven’t already.  
July will be here before we know it and I am so anxious 
to see and visit with everyone.  I will see you July 18th 
thru the 21st in Marion, Illinois. 

Cousins Reunion in Florida
Seven first cousins of the Perry and Leona Odum 
family spent a week together in Florida recently. Two 
of the cousins live in Tampa and five live in the 
Nashville, Tennessee, area where most of the family 
lives. We spent a day at the beach in Sarasota, went 
kayaking at Weeki Wachee Springs, saw manatees at 
Homosassa Springs, made crafts, went shopping and 
ate lots of great food. Most of all, though, we talked 
and laughed. Since our grandparents had 29 
grandchildren, some of the older ones did not grow up 
with the younger ones. We had so much fun that we 
are already planning our second cousins trip. We 
went to Tampa as cousins but we came back as 
friends. 



May 2019 �3

News from South Carolina and 
the East Coast: 

I write this letter as a proud member of 
the C  dNA group in the NOA.  I have 
been diligently researching my group and 
have found several third and fourth 
cousins through Ancestry and FindAGrave 
files.  They are quite handy in doing this 
type of research.   I have found no other 
members or kin in the Carolinas but 
haven’t given up yet as there are a bunch 
of us Odoms out there.  The fun and 
challenge of finding our Odom’s is what 
this organization is all about.   We all 
should be looking forward to our next 
meeting in July in Illinois.  It is a great 
area and we all know Peggy will do a 
bang up job in delivering a great product.  
Genealogy will once again be foremost on 
the agenda.    I can share what I have 
done on my tree for those who may be 
interested.    

I am going to attend my fifty ninth high 
school class reunion in June in Indiana 
and then motor back to Illinois ifor the 
NOA meeting in Marion, Illinos     

I am also contributing another family 
story to share with those who might be 
interested and may have read my last 
NOA  newsletter.  

We must always keep family history , 
stories, and the search for more family as 
the number one goal of our organization.  

Ray Odom, South Carolina 

FROM PAULA 
I know many of you have been 
experiencing a long winter. We have had 
more days of rain this winter than I can 
ever remember.  We are thankful that we 
are getting out of our years of drought 
though. We have also experienced many 
beautiful rainbows that remind us that 
the earth is being smiled upon.    

Natalie and I are ready for Summer 
Travel.  Here we come Illinois and 
Missouri with our NOA Family.  We are 
ready to gather and meet some new 
people. Oh, and all of our NOA family that 
we have know for many years.  

We had our DNA done and it is fun to see 
that I am Norwegian, even though my 
ancestors were born in Denmark…. Does 
that make me a Denwegian?  Along with 
the Welch, English, Irish German and 
Western European.

My sister has done the research on my 
family. ( Merrill, Wardle, etc.).  She was 
happy to see that I had a touch of German
in my DNA.  She had found a relative, way 
back, who was a Blacksmith in Germany.  
She did not get any German in her testing 
though. Brett and Natalie are the carriers 
of the Odom line, from Dale’s Family.  
Dale’s grandmother was the Odom and
Brett’s  DNA showed more of those traits.  
(do you call them traits?}. Looking forward 
to seeing all of you with our NOA family
in July.   

Paula Tucker   Dublin, CA
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MEMORIAL SERVICE
A note requesting information for those 
you want honored at our Memorial in 
Illinois  Just e-mail me and some tidbits 
about the person you want honored. 
Tuckerd1@comcast.net Paula Tucker  
Dublin CA or my phone number is 
925.963.7186
 
C A N O E I N G A N D K Y A K I N G 
MEMORIES
I would like to say a few word about our 
NOA members that were active for years 
and contributed To our National Odom 
Assembly. I met Jeanne and Charley 
Odom, from Florida, back in the 90’s. 
Charlie was a real gentleman and 
friendly and interested in other members 
and the “administration”
processes of NOA.  Jeanne was also 
very involved in our committees and ran 
a great meeting.

I remember the Canoe Trips we made in 
the di fferent states we had our 
gatherings. Edisto River outside of 
Charleston SC was an experience of a 
Southern Rain Storm that soaked Larry 
Tucker ’s birthday cake. The real 
meaning of Sponge Cake… that the rain 
soaked. The Illinois River when we met 
in Bartlesville, OK. We met in Telliquah, 
OK for the most beautiful, clear water 
canoe trip.

Some would take the canoe and others 
a kayak.  Jeanne Odom and Dale Tucker 
took the reins in organizing our trips.  We 
would order sandwiches from local 
grocery deli’s and pick them up early in 

the mornings. We would head for a 
Canoe Escape Outfitter to get equipped 
for our great adventures.
Oh, then there was the Hillsborough 
River outside of Tampa FL.   Alligator’s 
frequented those waters.   I think we lost 
our Texas Contingent after that Canoe 
Trip. We canoed on a river in Georgia 
the year we met in Eufaula, AL.  We 
tubed on the Comal River when we met 
in San Antonio, TX and somewhere 
around the Neuse River by New Burn, 
NC.   I miss   friends that connected to 
make our NOA meetings expand beyond 
the motel and meetings. We bonded in 
the Back Countries of the South.   

So, Charlie passed away last fall and we 
honor his life this year.  Jeanne, we have 
missed you.  Victor Odom, Lynn and 
Ericka, you all added so much to our 
“Outdoor Odom Group”.   Helen and 
Weldon gave us a chuckle when we 
rounded a bend in the river and there 
they were - trying to right up their canoe. 
 Weldon and Dale Tucker were honored 
in Chattanooga at our memorial 
ceremony.   The Purdy’s from Texas (Bill 
and Dorothy’s daughter,
son-in-law and grandchildren) Along with 
Dorothy and Bill Bruce -   Great 
Tubers…. We gotten a bit older now! 
Natalie Tucker always kayaked… unless 
her Dad borrowed the kayak…. Those 
were the Good Ol Times of canoeing 
with NOA.     If I missed anyone, I say Ya 
All Come Back to NOA again.   

Chaplin Paula.

mailto:Tuckerd1@comcast.net
mailto:Tuckerd1@comcast.net
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Attached is a 
copy of a post 
from Facebook 
t h a t E r i c k a 
posted March 4, 
2019 that she  
" B e c a m e a n 
Odom"....     I 
reached out to 
her and asked 
her permission 
to put this in our 
News letter and 
she said yes...  
 I attached the 
Screen Shot of 
the actual post 
and also a copy 
of the picture I 
downloaded... 

Ericka came to 
NOA for many 
years with her 
m o t h e r Ly n n 
Odom and dad 
V i c t o r O d o m 
Jr....   If I recall, 
the last t ime 
E r i c k a a n d 
Victor came to 
N O A w a s i n 
Hattiesburg MS.  
That was also 
the year we did 
the gun solute 
for veterans on 

the hill in front of the hotel and Jimmy Ray participated. 

At the NOA reunions, Ericka used to hang out with Blake and Jake and keeps us all 
on our toes wondering what they would be up to each year.   

So happy for Victor & Ericka and that she is officially and Odom. Thanks,  Nat
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from the Indiana Hasketts

Betty and I will not be able to attend NOA this year as my daughter is getting married 
that same week-end.
Many changes since we attended the last NOA in Florida.
I had bariátric surgery and now down to.  212 lbs. Been in and out of the VA for several 
issues. Betty had eye surgery and then later lazer surgery done.
The kids have all had changes. Kristine, our eldest. Is now back in New Orleans as a 
director at Tulane. Kathleen is in Peach Tree City, GA and teaches HS social studies. 
Both of the grandkids have done well and stay on the honor roll. Danielle, getting 
married in July and will have her PHD from U of Georgia. Not sure yet what she will be 
doing but she did say something about teaching at a college. They will be living in 
 Livermore, CA. Dan is doing well and works at Belden Wire here in Richmond as an 
extruder. He will be making the wiring for the new pro ball stadium in CA.
We have been very blessed and hope to see everyone at 2020 NOA

Mike and Betty (Odom) Haskett
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Reading hard-to-read gravestones 
July 1, 2014 By Janine Adams 103 Comments 
My family reunion was last weekend and I had a great time. Family members were so 
warm and welcoming to my husband and me despite the fact that my branch of the 
family had not been represented at that reunion in a couple of generations. I was given 
family pictures (some of which I’ll probably scan and share here) and well as a painting 
that my grandmother had painted. It was a great weekend. 
On Saturday, my husband and I paid a visit to the cemetery where my grandmother’s 
ancestors were buried. (This was a reunion of people from my grandfather’s side of the 
family, so it was an adjunct activity.) I had visited that cemetery, Meyer Cemetery, last 
year when I traveled to western Missouri.   Three generations of Jeffries are buried in 
that cemetery:   my great grandfather, James Earl Jeffries;   his parents, John D. Jeffries 
and Susan Price Jeffries; his in-laws, John Price and Mary Puffenbarger Price; and his 
grandparents, Richard Anderson Jeffries and Harriet McKinley Jeffries. I wanted to 
capture some more photos of the gravestones, as well as find the graves of the Prices, 
which I hadn’t seen on my first visit. 
Fortunately for me, I’d learned just the prior week about using aluminum foil to make 
reading hard-to-read gravestones much easier. I’d seen a link to a blog post called safe 
solutions for hard to read tombstones on the fabulous Organized Genealogist Facebook 
page. That post described how you can cover a gravestone with foil and rub it to make 
the hidden words on a gravestone almost magically appear. The post linked above 
suggested using a clean makeup brush. I didn’t have one so I dug around a bit more on 
the web and found this post on Save a Grave that suggested using a damp sponge. 
So I went to the dollar store and bought some cheap aluminum foil. I grabbed a sponge 

from under the sink and was ready headed to the cemetery the 
next day. The method really felt like magic. 
This is the stone of the Mary Ann Price, my great great great 
grandmother. 
So I went to the dollar store and bought some cheap aluminum 
foil. I grabbed a sponge from under the sink and was ready 
headed to the cemetery the next day. The method really felt like 
magic. 
I love this method! The downside is 
that, unlike gravestone rubbings–
which I learned are harmful to the 
gravestone–it’s not easy to keep and 
store foil rubbings. I consider them 

temporary and my digital photo of the rubbed stone to be my 
permanent record. I can’t quite get myself to throw away the 
foil (it’s driving around in the back of my SUV), but soon I 
expect I’ll put it in the recycling bin. 

https://organizeyourfamilyhistory.com/author/orga5046/
https://organizeyourfamilyhistory.com/reading-hard-read-gravestones/#comments
https://organizeyourfamilyhistory.com/getting-ready-family-reunion/
https://organizeyourfamilyhistory.com/genealogy-connections/
http://www.ncgenweb.us/newhanover/cem1.html
http://www.ncgenweb.us/newhanover/cem1.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/organizedgenealogist/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/organizedgenealogist/
http://saveagrave.net/hard-to-read-stones
https://organizeyourfamilyhistory.com/author/orga5046/
https://organizeyourfamilyhistory.com/reading-hard-read-gravestones/#comments
https://organizeyourfamilyhistory.com/getting-ready-family-reunion/
https://organizeyourfamilyhistory.com/genealogy-connections/
http://www.ncgenweb.us/newhanover/cem1.html
http://www.ncgenweb.us/newhanover/cem1.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/organizedgenealogist/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/organizedgenealogist/
http://saveagrave.net/hard-to-read-stones
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OUR NEW 
GROUP ‘D’ CHAIRMAN

My father is Edgar Allen Odom, the first 
name in the D Group.   He was 
"recruited" to participate in the NOA Y-
DNA Test by Bruce Odom, may he rest 
in peace.   My father is still living at 
a lmos t 93 , bu t I 'm the fami ly 
genealogist.

I do not mind at all serving as the chair 
for the D group.   I'm trying to piece my 
family history together.

Our oldest known relative is Emanuel 
Odom, born 1811.   That is problematic 
because Helen Odum Harrell attributed 
him into her work of fiction, "4 Brothers 
Moved to Union Parish", as belonging 
to that group of brothers, and any real 
paper trail that m-i-g-h-t have been out 
there has disappeared because of it.  
As you can see, we don't even belong 
to the same haplogroup as s-o-m-e of 
those "brothers" .   The way I 
understand it, only descendants of 
TWO of the brothers match Y-DNA.

I look very much like Emanuel.   One 
day I was searching around a 
genealogical site and found a photo of 
THE Benjamin W Odom that did move 
to Union Parish and was a single 22 
year old, at least according to the 1850 
Union Parish Census...and my jaw 
dropped.   Benjamin and my brother 
could be twins!!!   And...it just so 
happens that Emanuel had moved his 
small family to Jackson Parish--one 
parish away from Union Parish--in 

1850, as well.   I'm theorizing that 
Emanuel and Benjamin were brothers, 
but I don't have concrete DNA 
proof...yet.   All I have to go on are 
photos.

To muck up the works even more...on 
the 1880 Upshur County Census, THE 
Thomas Bennett Odom, the potter, was 
living one house away from Emanuel's 
widow (my 2nd great-grandmother, 
Sarah Ann), and her last two children 
at home...my great-grandfather, 
Jefferson, and his sister, Ella.   For the 
life of me, I cannot figure out WHY.  
(The family in-between was TB Odom's 
wife's parents.)   I went through every 
single letter we have that Sarah Ann 
left...and we have a fair few...but no 
mention of him.   I am left to believe, 
based on his story, that Sarah Ann 
somehow recognized him, and helped 
him financially establish his pottery 
works.   But then, his descendants are 
in the C Group.   Soooo...there is a 
connection, but nothing was left in 
writing that I can find.  (As well, in both 
the C and D groups, the oldest relative 
is Shadrach Odom.   The two 
Shadrachs may not BE related, but it 
just seems to be too much of a 
coincidence.   It's not like John or 
William Odom...)

At any rate, let me know what you 
need from me.   I can send you a side-
by-side of Benjamin and my brother if 
you want to see it.  Seriously...twins.)

JoAnna Odom 
historydiva57@gmail.com

mailto:historydiva57@gmail.com
mailto:historydiva57@gmail.com
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NEEDED 
SOMEONE TO LEAD THE CHARGE FOR THE VARIOUS TEAMS OF THE ‘A’ GROUP, ‘B’ 

GROUP, THE ODENS, AND THE INDIVIDUAL GROUP. WITH MORE DNA TESTS COMING IN 
EVERY DAY, LET’S WORK TO CONNENCT THE FAMILIES.
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The “Secret” Codes on Death Certificates 
That Can Tell You How Your Ancestors Died

Finding death certificates for  our ancestors is a critically important part of family history 
research. These important records contain information about when and where our ancestor 
lived and died and often include names of a spouse, parents, witnesses and, of course, a 
cause of death.

But the causes of death on death certificates are notoriously hard to read. Certainly, the more 
we research the better we get at deciphering the meaning of these sloppily written medical 
texts, but, very often, we are still left scratching our heads. Luckily there is a “secret” code on 
many of these documents that can help you make sense of this information and more fully 
understand how your ancestor passed.

Let’s review a 1920 North Carolina death certificate for a man by the name of Daniel Adams. 
This document, like so many, is difficult to read due to the less than clear handwriting of the 
person who completed it.

In fact, the index for this record on Ancestry lists the first name as Savill, apparently due to the 
inability of the transcriber to read the document, which is what we originally also listed here. 
Thanks to the keen eyes of our commenters this possible error was pointed out to us and after 
some more research we confirmed that the name should, in fact, be Daniel. We have 

corrected his name throughout 
the article and additionally 
submitted a correction to 
Ancestry. It is a good lesson in 
how easy it is to misread a 
handwritten record, even 
when you have been doing so 
for decades – and how often 
indexes and transcriptions 
contain incorrect information, 
which can mislead us if we are 
not very cautious. 

T h e c a u s e o f d e a t h i s 
particularly hard to decipher. 
But take a look at the number 
that is circled underneath this 
information. You have no 
doubt noticed codes  such as 
this on death certificates in 
your own records.

This often overlooked number 
comes from the  International 
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Classification of Diseases (ICD), or the  International Statistical Classification of Diseases and 
Related Health Problems as it is now known in full – and is currently maintained and updated by 
the World Health Organization.

The ICD was originally developed in the late 1800s and was known as the Bertillon Classification 
of Causes of Death, after its developer Jacques Bertillon, and later the International List of 
Causes of Death.  The coding system was designed, in part, to provide a unified way to 
communicate and track causes of death and was used by a variety of nations. The US began 
using it in about 1898.

For this reason many  official US death certificates after this time include these codes, as do 
certificates from many other countries at various times. The value to researchers today is that 
when causes of death are unreadable or confusing on a certificate we can  look up the code and 
find the cause of death in a clearly written database. The information is made freely available 
online by Wolfbane Cybernetic.

To find the list of codes go to http://www.wolfbane.com/icd/index.html and then choose the 
revision that encompasses the year of your certificate. Because updates were/are made to the 
database about every 10 years you will need to access the correct revision.  Information can 
change dramatically from revision to revision, so making sure you have the correct one is very 
important.

Since we want to investigate the code in the death certificate for Daniel Adams above, which was 
created in 1920, we will need to see which revision was created before this certificate was 
recorded. Revision 3 was created in 1920, but information from the CDC on the history of the 
coding system tells us that this revision wasn’t released until Oct of that year – so we will use 
Revision 2 (1909) since Daniel’s death happened in July 1920.

Upon visiting the page for the 1909 Revision we search for code 126 and find that it corresponds 
to “Diseases of the prostate,” which is very helpful in understanding how this person died.

The number often relates to the contributory cause of death, if one is included. In the example 
below, this person died from myocarditis, damage to the heart, but code 131 corresponds to 
“Chronic nephritis.” Upon close examination we can see that, in fact, the contributing cause of 
death was a form of nephritis.

Unfortunately, many death records do not contain this information. Numerous records that 
researchers have access to are not official certificates of death, were compiled by various 
religious or military organizations, are collections of information from other sources, or are simply 
indexes of the certificates themselves and do not contain detailed medical information. It is 
important to try and gain access to the original death certificate to gather this information.

However, even many official certificates do not make these codes available – and others may 
contain numbers that are not ICD codes at all. Be careful not to be confused by these. Oftentimes, 
ICD codes appear directly under or next to the cause of death and are sometimes  circled or 
marked in some other way. Other codes found in this area, or in other locations on the document, 
many be codes for other information  or from another coding system.  The best way to know 
whether a number is an ICD code is to do your best to decipher the cause of death (and any 

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/misc/classification_diseases2011.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/misc/classification_diseases2011.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/misc/classification_diseases2011.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/misc/classification_diseases2011.pdf
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contributing causes) yourself and then look up the code in the database to see if it seems a 
likely match.

The more recent a death certificate, the 
more likely that it will contain an ICD code. 
Often, these codes will appear as a two or 
three digit number, and on later documents 
they will often appear with a  letter after 
them or even another number, such as 31a 
or 11a(2).

Now that you are armed with this 
information, why not pull out the death 
certificates you have already collected and 
check them for these codes? You might 
find that you are able to decipher a 

previously unreadable cause of death or 
gain more insight into those you have already figured out.

And if you’re on the lookout for no-cost death certificates online, check out our articles https://
familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-resources/50-free-genealogy-sites/ and https://
familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-help-and-how-to/free-genealogy-sites-all-usa-states/ for help 
finding them.

By Melanie Mayo, Family History Daily Editor

FOOT GENEALOGY 
Have you ever heard of foot shape genealogy? It is a concept out of the 19th century that still 
has some adherents today. It is based on the belief that the shape of your foot can tell you 
one of five ancient ethnic groups to which your ancestors belonged. Here is what you need to 
know about it.
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(803) 981-5270 JEOdom@comporium.net 

Texas Jimmy Ray Odom 
1132 ACR 385, Palestine, TX, 75801 
903.729.7251 claraodom0524@centurylink.net

The NOA News is published quarterly by the National Odom Assembly, August, November, February, May. 
Information in this publication is of interest to those people doing genealogical research on the names Odom, 

Odum, Odam, Oldham, etc. Assistance is offered and research as well as fellowship is shared.
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NOA News
13123 Roaring Springs
Dallas, TX 75240-5642

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/DUES RENEWAL 
(Membership Year is August 1 to July 31)

Name:  _______________________________________________         _____ New     _____ Renewal

Address:  __________________________________________________________________________

City, State & Zip:  ____________________________________________________________________

Home Phone:  _________________________ Cell Phone:  __________________________

Email:  ____________________________________________________________________________

Newsletter preference:

Earliest ODOM ancestor:  _____________________________________________________________

(Include birth/death dates; locations; attach ancestor chart if you have one.)

Will you share your GEDCOM file?      Have you been DNA tested?

              _____ Yes     _____ No           _____ Yes     _____ No

If yes, request assistance from/submit GEDCOM file to Durl Odom - dodom@panhandle.rr.com

Please make your check in the amount of $25.00 payable to National Odom Assembly and mail to:  

Pam Odom, NOA Treasurer, 72 Hubbard Street, DeFuniak Springs, FL 32435-2626.

Your payment of dues entitles you to receive the NOA Newsletter, publication of queries, and entry

of your family line into the Members Only Section of the website.

Direct membership inquiries to:

NOA website:  http://odomassembly.us/ THANK YOU!
Treasurer's email:  sfgoldhip@panhandle.rr.com

     _____ Electronic Download           _____ US Postal Service


