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Merry Christmas and 
Happy Holidays to all my 

wonderful Odom family.  It 
is so hard to believe that 
we are already celebrating 
T h a n k s g i v i n g a n d 
Christmas.  Time really flew 
this year and before we 
know it, we will be ringing 
in the new year. 

Speaking of the new year, 
our next gathering is only 
seven months away.  I 
really hope everyone is 
planning on attending our 

NOA
 News       

Amarillo by morning, Amarillo I’ll be there

from the President
 

NEXT newsletter due 
date is  

February 1, 2020 

Greetings from your 
Treasurer!  

Annual dues are due! 
Please make your check in 

the amount of $25.00 
payable to NOA and mail 
to me: 72 Hubbard Street, 

DeFuniak Springs, FL 
32435.  

NOTE: All checks for dues, 
reunion, etc. should be 
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2020 Reunion in Amarillo, Texas.  We are going 
to have so much fun.  The first thing I need 
everyone to do i s make their hotel 
reservations.  We will be staying at the Holiday 
Inn Amarillo West Medical Center.  It is located 
at 8231 West Amarillo Boulevard in Amarillo.  
It is right off Interstate 40 and easy to find.  
The phone number is (806) 322-4777 and just 
tell the operator that you are with the NOA to 
get your special rate.  Our rate is $109 a night 
which includes a breakfast coupon.  Our hotel 
has its own full service restaurant so you will 
be able to sit down and order what you would 
like to eat for breakfast. 

We have 25 rooms blocked for the National 
Odom Assembly but I was told if we book those 
25, Holiday Inn will block another 25 for our 
group.  Our rate and rooms are guaranteed up 
until June 28, 2020 which is our cut off date.  
So make sure you call and reserve early in 
order to secure our block of rooms.  The 
manager of the hotel is going to be sending me 
a link where we can go online and book our 
reservations instead of calling.  As soon as that 
information is provided to me, I will post it to 
our NOA Facebook Page so that everyone will 
be able to use it. 

I hope everyone has a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.  Please be safe to all 
those who will be traveling for the holidays 
and be working on your genealogy to bring to 
the reunion.   

Danny Powell 

pearl harbor day 
by Cheri Thompson 
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, or 
Pearl Harbor Day, is observed annually in the 
United States on December 7, to remember 
and honor the 2,403 citizens of the United 
States who were killed in the Japanese surprise 
attack on Pearl Harbor in Hawaii on December 
7, 1941 

It was pretty obvious on December 7th, that this 
era is passing. Some flags at half mast, it 
wasn’t noted on my Apple calendar, no note in 
our newspaper, etc. We are nearing the end of 
actually knowing someone that was a 
participant in WWII. Helen shared her history 
with this time period the other day, and we had 
the opportunity to share another friend with our 
community. 
Leon Malmed was one of the hidden children in 
Europe during WWII. His parents were taken 
by the French police and delivered them to 
the Gestapo 10 days later and they left on a 
cattle  railroad car for Auschwitz. They never 
returned. From that moment on, his sister 
Rachel, 9 years old and Leon, 4 and half years 
old would be orphans. Out of rare generosity, 
their neighbors, the Ribouleau family, took 
care of them while awaiting the return of their 
parents, saving their lives... No one knew then 
that they would end up creating such a close 
family forever.

After the war, Leon and his sister were again 
separated, this time from their second parents 
Henri and Suzanne Ribouleau, against their 
will, by an uncle. When Rachel was 15 years 
old and Leon 10, she was sent to the United 
States alone without him.

"This separation upset me terribly. I did not hear the 
voice of my sister for 13 years,“ he reveals.

Thirteen years later, his sister and brother-in-
law on a trip to France, convinced his first 
wife and him to immigrate to the United 
States.  

Leon came to Montana to share this story with 
the two communities of Missoula and Seeley 
Lake, to let the younger generation hear first 
hand of the tragedy of war. In Seeley Lake the 
entire high school and the 6th, 7th and 8th 
grades as well as the public shared several 
hours with Leon. As genealogist we know the 
importance of saving and sharing these stories. 
What is new today will someday be history and 
it is our responsibility to keep our family 
history alive for the future. Don’t we wish our 
elders had written down their story. Now we 
should do just that. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor
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Dear NOA, 

I thoroughly enjoyed the NOA 
news from the July meeting.   I 
only regret that I was physically 
unable to be there.   It appears 
that my "sell by" date has long 
expired and my "shelf life" puts 
me in the "no longer usable" 
category.   And I'm only 96 years 
old!


I have to depend on a walker to 
move about in my house.   My 
daughter Donna is my care 
g iver.   I t i rks me to be 
dependent, but them's the 
conditions what prevails.


Cheryl, reading your tribute to 
your father made me remember 
all the events of WWII. My 
husband, my brother and all 
brothers-in-law were in the 
military.   I was not military, but I 
worked in the personnel office of 
a branch of U S Corps of 
E n g i n e e r s d u r i n g t h e 
construction of a large plant 
where TNT was manufactured.  I 
worked the swing shift from 3:00 
to midnight, and the Texas 
weather was beastly hot; we 
had not even a blow fan, much 
less air conditioning.   It was a 
very long war - - 4-years of grief 
and heartache, but also a time 
of civility and caring for each 
other.


I also appreciated the pages 
about map use.  In family 
research, I was an avid roads 
scholar, not to be confused 
with a Rhodes Scholar. I lived 
with a map in hand. I plotted 
every land where my ancestors 

lived, and in all my years of research travel, I visited 
many of the actual sites and walked on some of the farm 
acres. 


But back to my info question:   What can you tell me 
about Linda Odum Tidwell and Wanda Odum Holt? 
There are so few of us with the Odum spelling, And I 
want to make contact with them.   Also, tell me about 
Peggy Odum Hartsell. For so many years, I was the odd-
man-out  since almost all NOA people were Odom 
names.


My John ODUM had seven brothers and most of them 
left sons scattered throughout the southern states. It 
may be these ladies are some of my distant cousins. I 
was hoping that they left addresses or email addresses 
for me to contact, but not so. I will appreciate your 
helping me to make contact with them.  


Do have a joyful season of Thanksgiving. I'm planning to 
last through this my 96th Christmas and my birthday on 
3 January, unless God 
calls my number sooner.  
Every day is Thanksgiving 
for me; I have had so 
many wonderful years 
a n d h a v e h a d m o re 
blessings than I ever 
imagined or deserved.


Fondly and gratefully,

Helen ODUM Harrell
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Family News 

PAULA TUCKER has been in the 
hospital in California for a week with a 

liver issue. They tried to insert a shunt to 
drain her bile duct but it didn’t work. She is 
asking for prayers for all her NOA family.

Kathy & Jimmy Ray Odom are now in a 
facility in Palestine, a new one called the 

Legends. We visited them last week, while we 
were in Palestine for our Doc appointments. 
They were both fine, JR not as stable on his 
feet, so was "walking" in his wheelchair! 
Kathy seems fine, other than the stroke 
awhile back, that left her without speech. 
She has her digital things, so can do emails, or 
texts. claraodom0524@centurylink.net

“I can tell by the look in her eyes, she has so 
much she wants to say, as usual! And how 
frustrating to her that she can’t get it out! 
I do not know if she is doing any of her 
sewing/ needlework there. A "thinking of you" 
note or a Christmas card would be nice if you 
are so inclined. “ Their home address is 1132 
ACR 385, Palestine, TX 75801.

Grandson Jake and Jessica visit them and can 
deliver their cards/ letters, as they are the 
ones living in Palestine.  They both work 
during the days. 

Dorothy Odom Bruce

POW Lloyd B. Odom 
The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency 
(DPAA) announced today that Army Cpl. Lloyd 
B. Odom, 19, of Odessa, Missouri, killed during 
the Korean War, was accounted for Sept. 12, 
2019.

In late 1950, Odom was a member of Company 
A, 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 7th 
Infantry Division, 31st Regimental Combat 
Team. He was reported missing in action on 
Dec. 2, 1950, in the vicinity of the Chosin 
Reservoir, North Korea, when his unit was 

attacked by enemy 
forces. Following the 
battle, his remains 
c o u l d n o t b e 
recovered.

On July 27, 2018, 
following the summit 
between President 
Donald Trump and 
N o r t h K o r e a n 
Supreme Leader Kim 
J o n g - u n i n J u n e 

2018, North Korea turned over 55 boxes, 
purported to contain the remains of American 
service members killed during the Korean War. 
The remains arrived at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam, Hawaii on Aug. 1, 2018, and were 
subsequently accessioned into the DPAA 
laboratory for identification.

To identify Odom’s remains, scientists from 
DPAA used anthropological analysis, as well as 
c i rcumstant ia l and mater ia l ev idence. 
Additionally, scientists from the Armed Forces 
Medical Examiner System used mitochondrial 
DNA (mtDNA) and autosomal DNA (auSTR) 
analysis.

Today, 7,608 Americans remain unaccounted 
for from the Korean War. Using modern 
technology, identifications continue to be made 
from remains that were previously returned by 
Korean officials, recovered from Korea by 
American recovery teams or disinterred from 
unknown graves. Odom’s name is recorded on 
the Courts of the Missing at the National 
Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific in Honolulu, 
along with the others who are missing from the 
Korean War. A rosette will be placed next to his 
name to indicate he has been accounted for.

For family information, contact the Army 
Casualty office at (800) 892-2490.

Odom will be buried at Arlington National 
Cemetery. The date has yet to be determined.

For additional information on the Defense 
Department’s mission to account for Americans 
who went missing while serving our country, 
visit the DPAA website at www.dpaa.mil, find 
us on social media at www.facebook.com/
dodpaa or call (703) 699-1420/1169.

Odom’s personnel profile can be viewed at

https://dpaa.secure.force.com/dpaaProfile?
id=a0Jt000000cCRJpEAO

mailto:claraodom0524@centurylink.net
mailto:claraodom0524@centurylink.net
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Not only have our words and their meanings changed throughout the 
years, the way we form the letters have too. 
In order to get the most information from the records that are 
available, we have to decipher these records and put meaning into the 
symbols we see on the old documents or papers that we find. 
As we read old Bible, census, courthouse, archive and Church records 
to obtain the names, places and dates, often we are unclear at the 
words before us. Also, the further back we go - the harder it is to read. 
An important note to remember is that much of the writing is 
"phonetic." They wrote the name the best that they could by how it 
sounded. 
This on-line tutorial will help you understand these old records better. 

The Leading "s"
One of the most dramatic changes in letters has been the letter "s." 

  
Here is a regular lower case "s" and another "s" that looks like a 
backward lower case "f." 

  
Over 100 years ago the "s" was often written like a backward "f." This 
strange symbol for "s" was used very commonly in instances where 
there was a "double s." The unusual s first, called the "leading s." Then 
the regular s. 
Sabina came across this name, early in her research experience, in the 
U.S. Census. She interpreted this name to be "Jefse" (after all, there 
are some very unusual names on these records) Later on she found 
out about the correct translation and felt a little foolish. The true 
translation is "Jesse." 
Here's how the "leading s" looks in old genealogy 

documents
Old Style Abbreviations 

Some of the writing looks like our modern day shorthand. To save 
paper and time, abbreviations were used often. Here are some of the 
things you will encounter: 

Interpreting and Deciphering Old Hand Writing
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Lines were often used in abbreviations. They can be found over, under 
and through any given abbreviation. 

  
Smaller letters (both top and bottom) are common. 

  
Single and double dots are used in a variety of positions. 
Here are some great examples of abbreviations in old style lettering 
that you will find on the US Census and many other types of records: 

Proper Names | Places of Birth | Occupations
Marks 

  
When we think about someone's mark, we usually think of an "x." But, 
there were many different kinds. 
Many of our ancestors could not write. Many of the signatures on wills 
and other legal documents were signed by a court clerk, while the 
person made his or her "mark." Even if they could write, many people 
still used marks. 
Look at some of these examples of marks: 

Marks in old handwriting 
Numbers were also different. 

  
Here is a good example of how an "8" can look much like the number 
"6." 
Are ready to try for yourself? Try to decipher these:
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Now you are ready to try to solve the old 

handwriting mystery that had Sabina stumped for 
many years?

This is from the will of Doctor Jonathan Eammis from Montgomery 
County, Georgia in 1797. 

  
The good Doctor left his dear friend Sands Standle, his still 
(medicinal purposes only), a rifle, a barrel shotgun, his notes of hand, 
personal estate, and even his wearing apparel. 
He also left Sands Standle's wife a silver watch and... 

  
a horse named Clumse. 

Here is the big mystery...
What is the name of Sands Standle's wife??? 

  
This old handwriting puzzle was presented to many experts in the 
genealogical field over a period of 4-5 years. No one could give Sabina 
an answer. 
This was the only record that Sabina had found that mentioned this 
person's name. She wondered why the letter "t" was in the name. And 
it seemed that there should be a CAPITAL "T" instead of the apparent 
lower case letter. 

How the Answer Was Found...
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Sabina deciphered many documents over the years. One day she saw 
the letter "A" in a document that looked just like the one in the 
mystery name. 

  
Here are some examples of CAPITAL "A's" that are all squished 
together. 

She immediately made the connection to her 
long time puzzle. The mystery was solved!

  
Here is the name again. Can you tell now? 

Try to decipher this for a minute before going to the answer. 
Remember it took her years. 

The correct translation is:

 

Who Begat Whom 

I was in Bible study the other Sunday finishing our discussion of the liturgical seasons. 
Somehow the talk moved around to how do you read the bible (front to back, following 
the liturgical readings, open and read or by subject) and what is your favorite section. All 
of my study friends agreed that although they did read the old testament, they preferred 
the new testament. I was the lone member that loves the begats. The rhythm and cadence 
lends such a sense of time and culture. Looking at this history sets the tone for the 
surrounding stories and leads to questions related to the time. 

Thinking about these conversations led me to wonder why we as genealogist don’t use the 
begat formula. Gideon begat John Russel, John begat Francis Marion, Francis begat John 
Carl, John begat Ivan Carl, Ivan begat Cheryl Lynn, Cheryl begat Sean Carl, Sean begat 
Taryn and Hayden. It truly makes it easier to remember, like memorizing a hymn.

Give it a try with your own family. 
Cheri Thompson, editor
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The NOA News is published quarterly by the National Odom 
Assembly, August, November, February, May. Information in this 
publication is of interest to those people doing genealogical research 
on the names Odom, Odum, Odam, Oldham, etc. Assistance is 
offered and research as well as fellowship is shared.

Find attached, the obit for my brother John Franklin Odom.    At the time of the first 
DNA test....Relative Genetics:  our brother Thomas Lee Odom linked 100%  to  Alvin 
Theo Odom of GA.,  Cecil Jay Odom,  John Stanley Odom (bro. of Henrietta 
Lutmer),  and Col. James E. Odom, TN. 

Betty Haskett, Richmond, IN

from Jeanne Odom

I am in New Hampshire. 
When I get back there's a 
g e n e a l o g i s t w h o h a s 
discovered Archibald's true 
parents. I have to discover 
and annotate the references.

Ta k e c o u r a g e a l l y o u 
descendants of Archibald, you 
are about to go back another 
g e n e r a t i o n f r o m N o r t h 
Carolina, the Dead River.

I have been to a multi-
generalt ion Thanksgiving 
meal and the stories that 
come up. I wish they could 
have been ours. Too bad, 
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Bill Odom from 
Florida ran 
across this old 
Odom family 
photo and 
suggests that we 
should all be 
documenting 

This is what 
came on the 
back of my 
family photos. 
Not fancy at 
all, but 
incredibly 
helpful. 
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2019-2020 Directory
President Dan Powell 
414 Danube St, Borger TX 79007 
(806)273.6889 dwpowell64@aol.com 
1st Vice President Peggy Coriasco 
2261 Childers Road, Marion IL 62959 
618.889.7658 p.coriasco1@yahoo.com 
2nd Vice President - Host 2020 Dan Powell 
414 Danube St, Borger TX 79007 
(806)273.6889 dwpowell64@aol.com 

3rd Vice President - Host 2021  
Linda Odum Tidwell 
Wanda Odum Holt 

Treasurer Pam Odom 
72 Hubbard Street 
DeFuniak Springs FL 32435-2626 
(850) 892-0457 sfgoldhip@panhandle.rr.com 

Secretary Natalie Tucker 
8372 Lucania St, Dublin CA 94568-1519 
925.828-1345 natalietucker1@yahoo.com 
News Editor Cheryl Odom Thompson 
P.O. Box 413, Seeley Lake, MT 59868 
406.677.2309  solutions@blackfoot.net 

Data Editors Bill Bruce 
13123 Roaring Springs, Dallas, TX 75240 
792.938.1103  wtbruce@swbell.net 

Website Kim Odom Green 
980 Windmill Parkway, Evans GA 30809-6664 
(706) 651-1640  

Chaplin Paula Tucker 
8372 Lucania St, Dublin CA 94568-1519 
(925) 828-1345 tuckerd1@comcast.net 

DNA GROUP REPS 
Group A 
Group B 
Group C   Brandi Stokes 
P.O. Box 301916, Austin, Texas 78703 
(512) 206-0202 brandi.stokes@gmail.com 

Group D   JoAnna Odom 
PO Box 391, Provo UT 84603 
(254) 338-8790 historydiva57@gmail.com 

Oden 
Individuals 

State Reps 

Alabama 
Larry J Odom.  
4750 Britton Lige Rd, Millry AL 36558 
251.846.2171  odoms4749@millry.net 

California  Paula Tucker 
8372 Lucania St, Dublin CA 94568-1519 
(925) 828-1345  tuckerd1@comcast.net 
Florida  Charles Odom 
2405 Twickingham Ct, Clermont, FL 34711 
352.243.3342  odomjeanne@gmail.com 
Indiana  Betty Odom Haskett 
1337 Ridgedale Rd, Richmond, IN 47374 
765.935.7516  mikenbetty@aol.com 

Kentucky  Kent Preston 
36 Preston-Cates Rd, Serbee, KY 42455 
270.884.3411 klpreston@att.net 

Louisiana  Dot Wise Wirth 
9524 W. Pomona Dr, Baton Rouge, LA 70815 
225.925.8878 dwisewirth@aol.com 

North Carolina Ray Odom 
4595 Windstone Rd 
Rock Hill SC us, 29732-9568 
(803) 981-5270 JEOdom@comporium.net 

Oklahoma  Thelma & Glenn Blackburn 
1856 Putnam Dr, Bartlesville, OK 74006 
918.333.7902  TPBGEN@aol.com 

South Carolina  Ray Odom 
4595 Windstone Rd, Rock Hill, SC 29732-9568 
(803) 981-5270 JEOdom@comporium.net 

Texas Jimmy Ray Odom 
1132 ACR 385, Palestine, TX, 75801 
903.729.7251 claraodom0524@centurylink.net
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/DUES RENEWAL 

(Membership Year is August 1 to July 31)

Name:  _______________________________________________         _____ New     _____ Renewal

Address:  __________________________________________________________________________

City, State & Zip:  ____________________________________________________________________

Home Phone:  _________________________ Cell Phone:  __________________________

Email:  ____________________________________________________________________________

Newsletter preference:

Earliest ODOM ancestor:  _____________________________________________________________

(Include birth/death dates; locations; attach ancestor chart if you have one.)

Will you share your GEDCOM file?      Have you been DNA tested?

              _____ Yes     _____ No           _____ Yes     _____ No

If yes, request assistance from/submit GEDCOM file to Durl Odom - dodom@panhandle.rr.com

Please make your check in the amount of $25.00 payable to National Odom Assembly and mail to:  

Pam Odom, NOA Treasurer, 72 Hubbard Street, DeFuniak Springs, FL 32435-2626.

Your payment of dues entitles you to receive the NOA Newsletter, publication of queries, and entry

of your family line into the Members Only Section of the website.

Direct membership inquiries to:

NOA website:  http://odomassembly.us/ THANK YOU!

Treasurer's email:  sfgoldhip@panhandle.rr.com

     _____ Electronic Download           _____ US Postal Service


